
SEPTEMBER 2022$2.99

CarolinaSPORTSMAN.com

EARLY 
ARCHERY SEASON 
STRATEGIES
5-ACRE
DOVE FIELD

PAMLICO
BULLS
FISHING IN
THE FOAM

SLAY SOME
WHITE PERCH

NC GAME 
LANDS DEER

FLOUNDER

SEPTEMBER 2022

IT’S TIME FOR



www.xpressboats.com


WANT TO HEAR THOSE
DUCKS FLYING 
OVERHEAD AGAIN?

DOWNEASTHEARINGCARE.COM

KNIGHTDALE: (919) 500-7455 
ROCKY MOUNT: (252) 378-2018

See page 53 for more services we offer!

The world’s 
� rst waterproof 
rechargeable 
hearing aid from

Products 
We Trust

www.CarolinaSportsman.com September 2022 | Carolina Sportsman 3

https://downeasthearingcare.com/


Volume 29 | Number 9 | September 2022
FEATURES:

22
NC GAME LANDS
DEER 
PREVIEW

46
PAMLICO SOUND
DRUMMING

 13  EARLY SEASON 
ARCHERY BUCKS

  Archery hunters face unique challenges 
during early season.

 > By Pete Rogers

 22  NC GAME LANDS 
DEER PREVIEW

  Here’s the top public lands for North 
Carolina whitetails.

 > By Craig Holt

 36  THE 5-ACRE DOVE FIELD
  Small dove � elds o� er many advantages 

over large ones.

 > By Pete Rogers

 46  DRUMMING IT UP ON THE 
PAMLICO SOUND

 The old drum run peaks this month.

 > By Dusty Wilson

 62  FISHING IN THE FOAM
  Piers, beaches provide great � shing in 

the surf.

 > By Phillip Gentry

 68  FINDING VALUE IN 
WORTHLESS WHITE PERCH

  Fish of ill repute has saved many a fall 
� shing trip.

 > By Phillip Gentry

DEPARTMENTS:
  12 Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook
 41 Sportsman Showcase 
  67 NC & SC Fishing Regulations
  82 Astro Tables
  82 Advertiser Index

CAROLINA SPORTSMAN (USPS #012969) is 
mailed at periodicals postage rates and paid 
at Boutte, La., and additional mailing o�  ces. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Carolina 
Sportsman, PO Box 37030, Boone, IA 50037. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction of contents is 
strictly prohibited without permission of Carolina 
Sportsman. EDITORIAL information and guidelines 
can be obtained by emailing Brian Cope at brianc@
sportsmannetwork.com. 

14236 Highway 90 
P.O. Box 1199, Boutte, LA 70039-1199

800.538.4355

Volume 29 | No 9

www.CarolinaSPORTSMAN.com

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS
OR SUBSCRIPTION ISSUES,
CALL 1.855.224.1667
Monday thru Friday, 7 am to Midnight
Saturday & Sunday, 9 am - 6 pm EST

CONTENTS

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES:
  advertising@CarolinaSportsman.com
  985.758.7217

PUBLISHER
Jonathan Menard

MANAGING EDITOR
Brian Cope, brianc@sportsmannetwork.com

ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER
 Desiree P. Lewis

ART DIRECTOR
Kevin Orgeron

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
 Jeff Cashio, Alissa Zeringue

CONTROLLER
Juanita Guidry

NC ADVERTISING SALES REP
Bradley Hulin

 336-688-0273, bradleyh@carolinasportsman.com

SC ADVERTISING SALES REP
Stephen Loper 

 919-522-8667, stevel@carolinasportsman.com

ADVERTISING SALES 
Asa Faulkner, Burton Angelle, 

and Mark Hilzim (National Sales)

CIRCULATION DIRECTOR
 Mitch Eby 919.602.3862, mitchebync@gmail.com

COLUMNS:
  20 STICKS & STRINGS    By Sammy Romano

 30 GREENER PASTURES    By Jeff Burleson

 34 COOKING ON THE 
   WILD SIDE By Capt. Jerry Dilsaver

  42 ALL DOGS GO TO HEAVEN    By Pat Robertson

 52 SOUND & SEA By Chris Burrows

 58 SMALL CRAFT ADVISORY    By Phillip Gentry

  74 SANTEE STRINGER    By Terry Madewell

  76 LUNKER LINES By David Fritts

  6  SEPTEMBER IS BEST MONTH
OUTDOOR UPDATE:

ON THE COVER:
Get the scoop on NC Game Lands 
for deer, early archery tips, and tons 
of � shing strategies in this issue of 
Carolina Sportsman Magazine.

Carolina Sportsman is published monthly by 
CAROLINA PUBLISHING INC.

FOUNDER
Allen J. Lottinger

PRESIDENT
Lisa Lottinger Cuccia 

Carolina Sportsman | September 20224



www.CarolinaSportsman.com September 2022 | Carolina Sportsman 5

Volume 29 | Number 9 | September 2022
FEATURES:

22
NC GAME LANDS
DEER 
PREVIEW

46
PAMLICO SOUND
DRUMMING

 13  EARLY SEASON 
ARCHERY BUCKS

  Archery hunters face unique challenges 
during early season.

 > By Pete Rogers

 22  NC GAME LANDS 
DEER PREVIEW

  Here’s the top public lands for North 
Carolina whitetails.

 > By Craig Holt

 36  THE 5-ACRE DOVE FIELD
  Small dove � elds o� er many advantages 

over large ones.

 > By Pete Rogers

 46  DRUMMING IT UP ON THE 
PAMLICO SOUND

 The old drum run peaks this month.

 > By Dusty Wilson

 62  FISHING IN THE FOAM
  Piers, beaches provide great � shing in 

the surf.

 > By Phillip Gentry

 68  FINDING VALUE IN 
WORTHLESS WHITE PERCH

  Fish of ill repute has saved many a fall 
� shing trip.

 > By Phillip Gentry

DEPARTMENTS:
  12 Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook
 41 Sportsman Showcase 
  67 NC & SC Fishing Regulations
  82 Astro Tables
  82 Advertiser Index

CAROLINA SPORTSMAN (USPS #012969) is 
mailed at periodicals postage rates and paid 
at Boutte, La., and additional mailing o�  ces. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Carolina 
Sportsman, PO Box 37030, Boone, IA 50037. 
All rights reserved. Reproduction of contents is 
strictly prohibited without permission of Carolina 
Sportsman. EDITORIAL information and guidelines 
can be obtained by emailing Brian Cope at brianc@
sportsmannetwork.com. 

14236 Highway 90 
P.O. Box 1199, Boutte, LA 70039-1199

800.538.4355

Volume 29 | No 9

www.CarolinaSPORTSMAN.com

FOR SUBSCRIPTIONS
OR SUBSCRIPTION ISSUES,
CALL 1.855.224.1667
Monday thru Friday, 7 am to Midnight
Saturday & Sunday, 9 am - 6 pm EST

CONTENTS

ADVERTISING INQUIRIES:
  advertising@CarolinaSportsman.com
  985.758.7217

PUBLISHER
Jonathan Menard

MANAGING EDITOR
Brian Cope, brianc@sportsmannetwork.com

ASSISTANT PRODUCTION MANAGER
 Desiree P. Lewis

ART DIRECTOR
Kevin Orgeron

GRAPHIC DESIGNERS
 Jeff Cashio, Alissa Zeringue

CONTROLLER
Juanita Guidry

NC ADVERTISING SALES REP
Bradley Hulin

 336-688-0273, bradleyh@carolinasportsman.com

SC ADVERTISING SALES REP
Stephen Loper 

 919-522-8667, stevel@carolinasportsman.com

ADVERTISING SALES 
Asa Faulkner, Burton Angelle, 

and Mark Hilzim (National Sales)

CIRCULATION DIRECTOR
 Mitch Eby 919.602.3862, mitchebync@gmail.com

COLUMNS:
  20 STICKS & STRINGS    By Sammy Romano

 30 GREENER PASTURES    By Jeff Burleson

 34 COOKING ON THE 
   WILD SIDE By Capt. Jerry Dilsaver

  42 ALL DOGS GO TO HEAVEN    By Pat Robertson

 52 SOUND & SEA By Chris Burrows

 58 SMALL CRAFT ADVISORY    By Phillip Gentry

  74 SANTEE STRINGER    By Terry Madewell

  76 LUNKER LINES By David Fritts

  6  SEPTEMBER IS BEST MONTH
OUTDOOR UPDATE:

ON THE COVER:
Get the scoop on NC Game Lands 
for deer, early archery tips, and tons 
of � shing strategies in this issue of 
Carolina Sportsman Magazine.

Carolina Sportsman is published monthly by 
CAROLINA PUBLISHING INC.

FOUNDER
Allen J. Lottinger

PRESIDENT
Lisa Lottinger Cuccia 

https://bluewaveboats.com/


Carolina Sportsman | September 20226

W hen I was a kid, I hated this time of year. 
It only meant one thing to me — going 
back to school. I didn’t exactly hate school, 

but I loved summer. 
Even as an adult, it 
took me a while to 
get over the feeling. 
But now, September 
is one of my favorite 
months. 

I still love sum-
mer, and even 
though September’s 
weather usually 
feels like summer 
throughout the 
Carolinas, it’s still an 
obvious transition 
month for sports-
men.  

Back-to-school 
time depressed me 
as a kid, but it now 

means fewer crowds in all the places I enjoy fishing. It 
begins to get much easier to find lodging at reason-
able prices, and far fewer boats are on the water. 

It’s been a great summer of fishing, but an influx of 
bait and shrimp, plus hints of cooling water tempera-
tures put the fish in a different state of mind.  

Also, depending on where you live in the Carolinas, 
deer season has either started or will begin soon. 
I grew up in South Carolina’s Game Zone 4, where 
archery season starts on Aug. 15, giving way to rifle 
season on Sept. 1. 

And deer aren’t the only game in town this month. 
Dove season also cranks up, this year on Sept. 3. These 
hunts provide for great felllowship, fun shooting, and 
provide meat for memorable meals, often grilled dur-
ing the first college football gatherings of the year. 

DON’T FORGET THE GEESE
A handful of other lesser-known migratory bird sea-

sons open this month. Marsh hens, rails, gallinules and 
moorhens have small but passionate followings. 

And then there’s my personal favorite bird hunting 
season — the early Canada goose season opens Sept. 
1 with little fanfare as most hunters are focused on 
getting ready for doves or deer. It ends on Sept. 30. 
Throughout most of the Carolinas, the early goose 
season means a daily limit of 15 geese. That’s a pile, and 
three times the limit we’ll have later this fall.

I’ve spent many a September day in a small boat on 
one particular farm pond in Kershaw County, SC. I take 
along a shotgun and a fishing rod, casting for bass 
while waiting on the local honkers to show up. Usually, 
a group or two will come in, not at all concerned about 
my presence. Halfway through the month, some buzz 
right past with a few others attempting to land. 

By the end of the month, most of these resident 
geese have been educated enough of my presence to 
know I’m up to no good. But it’s not uncommon for a 
few to still pass close enough for a shot or two. And in 
between, I’m catching bass on topwater lures, Texas-
rigged worms and spinnerbaits. 

All in all, it’s not a bad way to say goodbye to the sum-
mer. September, you’ve been away too long. I’m glad 
you’re finally back. ■ 

SEPTEMBER SHOULD BE A FAVORITE MONTH FOR SPORTSMEN
WHAT A GRAND TIME OF YEAR

A chance to kill a 
deer in velvet is just 
one reason to love 
September. 
Canada goose 
season cranks up on 
Sept. 1, and is one of 
the most overlooked 
hunting seasons in 
the Carolinas.

Brian Cope of  Borden, S.C., 
is a retired Air Force combat 
communications technician. He 
has a B.A. in English Literature 
from the University of South 
Carolina and has been writing 
about the outdoors since 2006. 
He’s spent half his life hunting 
and � shing. The rest, he said, 
has been wasted.

UPDATEOutDOOR

 Brian Cope  with    
UPDATEUPDATE
Brian Cope Brian Cope 
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The Carolina Sportsman Bag-A-Buck contest has some new 
sponsors for the 2022-23 deer hunting season. Long-time spon-
sor Cherokee Run Hunting Lodge in Chesterfield, SC is still on 
board with a 2-day, two-person deer/hog hunt combo for the 
grand prize winner. 

Barnett Crossbows is also a grand prize sponsor with the Hyper 
XP 405, which fires 22-inch arrows at 405 feet per second.

We also welcome MAGLITE as a grand prize and monthly prize 
sponsor. Monthly prizes include MAGLITE’s XL50 LED Spectrum 
Red flashlights. The Grand Prize winner will receive the MAGLITE 
Field Ops Bundle.

Other prizes are expected to show up, so we’ll keep you posted 
as they arrive at our warehouse.

We’d also like to remind our 
readers that it’s not always the 
biggest buck that wins our 
monthly or grand prize con-
tests. It often comes down to 
the best story combined with 
the best photo. So don’t be shy 
about sharing details of your 
hunt, whether you got stung 
by yellowjackets during the 
hunt, shot a buck on a special 
day, sat with a youth hunter 
when they shot their first buck, 
got engaged in the stand 
just before your prized buck 
stepped into range, etc. We 
want to hear all about it! ■

NEW BAG-A-BUCK 
PRIZES FOR 2022

T he Hatcher Insurance Redfish Roundup saw 
Mike Taylor and Christian Taylor take the 
top spot at Event 2 of the Redfish Madness 

Series that took place on July 9. They brought a 
limit of fish totaling 13.82 pounds to the scales and 
pocketed $10,560 for the win. 

Rennie Clark and Drew Arndt took second place 
with 13.10 pounds, good for $2000. Team Eastern 
Outfitters, made up of anglers Anthony Osborne 
and Noah Harrison finished third with 13.04 
pounds, taking home $1450.

Tiffany Banks won the $150 Lady Angler award for 
her 6.36-pound redfish. Team Pinch the Tail (George 
Ansell and Andrew Rahm) won $2100 with the Big 
Fish of the tournament, a 7.33-pound redfish.

A total of 48 boats competed in the event, which was marred 
by an unusually low tide. Wind and rain also played a factor, 

making for a tough day on the water. Twenty-eight teams 
weighed fish at the conclusion of the event. ■

Don’t forget to post photos 
of your bucks in the Caro-
lina Sportsman Bag-A-Buck 
Contest to be eligible to win 

monthly prizes and a shot at the grand prize.
To enter or see deer that have been entered, 

log onto
www.carolinasportsman.com/bag-a-buck

Team Taylor won 
$10,560 at the 
Hatcher Insurance 
Redfish Roundup.

Bag-A-Buck
Contest 
underway

HATCHER INSURANCE 
REDFISH ROUNDUP

Barnett Hyper 
XP405 Crossbow

Maglite XL50 LED 
Spectrum Red Flashlight

Maglite Field 
Ops Bundle
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O n July 30, Event 3 of the Redfish 
Madness Series, the John Starz 
Electric Redfish Rumble, took 

place, and it was an exciting event. Rennie 
Clark and Drew Arndt took first place with 
14.45 pounds. The win capped off a great 
season. They finished as champions of the 
2022 Redfish Madness Series.

John Collins and Michael Collins took 
second place with 14.2 pounds, followed 
by Zach Wallace and Mike Markusic’s 

third place finish with 13.12 pounds. Clark 
and Arndt also won the Big Fish award, 
plus the TWT and took home more than 
$15,000 for their efforts.

For the third time in three straight 
tournaments, Tiffany Banks won the Lady 
Angler award, pocketing $150 and $300 in 
Hook & Bones apparel. 

Team Blackjack’s 5.85-pound redfish 
was good for the $150 Landmark Homes 
Bonus. ■

NC AND WORLD RECORD 
GRAYSBY GROUPER

T he N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries recently certified 
a new state record Graysby Grouper (Cephalopholis 
cruentata) that may also be a world record.

Edward J. Tait of Little River, S.C. caught the 3-pound, 0.8-
ounce fish offshore of Ocean Isle Beach on June 30, 2022.

The previous state record Graysby Grouper weighed 2 
pounds, 3 ounces, and was caught offshore of Masonboro 
Inlet on May 31, 2022.

Additionally, Tait said he is applying to the International 
Game Fish Association for certification of the fish as the All 
Tackle World Record. The current certified world record Gray-
sby Grouper weighed 2 pounds and 8 ounces. It was caught 
off Texas in 1988.

Tait’s fish measured 17 inches total length (from the tip of 
the snout to the tip of the compressed tail) and had a 13.5-
inch girth. He caught it with an Okuma ECS spinning rod and 
Okuma Tesoro 8000 reel using squid with 65-pound test.

A few weeks before Tait caught his record fish, another 
South Carolina angler set the North Carolina (and world) 
record for pompano dolphinfish. That angler was also fishing 
out of Ocean Isle. ■

The Redfish Madness US Open One Man Championship, presented by Perfor-
mance East, will be held Spet. 9-10 out of Swansboro. This is a one-angler-per-
boat, 2-day tournament. Each angler will weigh a maximum of one fish per day. 

This tournament has a guaranteed first place prize of $20,000. A daily Big Fish 
tournament within a tournament (TWT), along with a High Roller TWT are also 
included. Only artificial lures are allowed. 

For more information, contact Mike Mattice at 910-459-0229 or visit redfishmad-
ness.com ■

REDFISH MADNESS US OPEN

Edward Tait’s new NC 
state record Graysby 
Grouper is likely also the 
new world record.

Drew Arndt and Rennie Clark (not 
pictured) won the John Starz Electric 
Redfish Rumble on July 30.

UPDATE
OutDOOR

JOHN STARZ ELECTRIC 
REDFISH RUMBLE
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B lack Widow Lures, the first company to market fresh hunt-
ing attractants on a national scale, is turning 25-years-old. 
That’s quite a feat in the outdoor industry, especially for a 

family-owned business.

But Black Widow has lures that go beyond natural deer attrac-
tants. They sell some of the best synthetic deer scents on the 
market. So they have great options for hunters in South Carolina, 
where natural deer scent lures are currently banned.

And of course, for states that don’t restrict the use of natural 
deer urine, Black Widow has numerous offerings. That goes for 
hunters no matter what region of the country you’re hunting. 
They collect it fresh, seal it in bottles, then ship their products 
out. At the end of hunting season, they take back the leftover 
scent from their dealers and destroy it. That’s how they ensure 
every bottle of Black Widow scent is the freshest on the market.

Their Interdigital Gland Snap Caps are made up of gland secre-
tions that come from between the toes on a deer. They give off a 
strong, musky odor, attracting deer to investigate.

Hang the company’s Scrape Rope in a tree located along a scrape 
line, saturate it with the natural or synthetic lure of your choice, and 
watch how effective this is in keeping deer coming back. 

Black Widow’s Ultimate Rut Package contains numerous scents, 
wicks, sticks and scrape beads. As the name implies, it’s best to 

Lure company makes scents for all hunters

Black Widow Lures is a family-owned 
business that’s been making wildlife 
scents for 25 years.BLACK WIDOW 

LURES TURNS 25

UPDATE
OutDOOR

Roger Farina • CALL (800) 781-8840 ext 1 
tarheelsynthetics.com

Register as an AMSOIL 
Preferred Customer to receive:

• Reduced Pricing of up to 25% on every order.
•  Free Shipping on orders of $100 

($130 Canada) or more.
• Birthday Gift of a $5 coupon to help 

celebrate your day.
• $5 Back with every $100 you spend.
• Exclusive Off ers throughout the year.

•  Free Membership renewal when 
you spend $500 or more.

http://tarheelsynthetics.com/
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use these products during the rut. Black Widow offers this for 
both Southern and Northern whitetails. 

Widow Maker Scent Sticks are among the most versatile scent 
dispensers on the market. Load the reservoir with your favorite 
scent on a wick, then hang it from a tree branch or insert it into 
the ground. The product’s design allows you to adjust how much 
of the wick is exposed. It comes in a three-pack, and all three are 
different colors, allowing you to use them as yardage markers. 
They’re also reflective, making them easy to see in the dark.

The Widow Maker Scent Drag helps bring deer right to you. 
With a drag rag dispensing your deer lure of choice as you walk 
to your stand, you’ll be laying down an attractant that deer 
can’t resist. 

The company’s Hot-N-Ready Scrape Beads are infused with 2 
ounces of doe estrus. Placed along scrape lines, the beads slowly 
release their scent over time, but that’s not all they do. They also 
absorb the urine of other deer who visit the scrape. This keeps a 
constant supply of scent releasing into the area.

For hog hunters, Black Widow’s Hog Balls are scent-infused 
beads, made with sow estrus. These attract wild hogs and keep 
them coming back for more. Bear hunters will love their Glazed 
Donut Beads — and so will bears.

Heading out of town to hunt elk or moose? Black Widow has 
you covered there too. 

And for hunters simply wanting to mask their own scent, Black 
Widow has a full lineup, from Persimmon to Apple to Earth. 

As the company stated earier this year, they’ve provided “25 
years of uninterrupted supply, 25 years of pride in our business. 
We are the last of the true family owned businesses in our indus-
try and look forward to the next 25 years of Black Widow Deer 
Lures providing you with what you need to be successful!” ■

Cover scents like these 
are among the company’s 
many offerings.

SponsorsSponsors

SAVE
THE DATE!!
September 17, 2022
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Guaranteed 
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Riley Stewart was fishing with Gator’s Outdoor Adventures 
and Guide Service at Santee when she caught this bass.

Travon Harris caught this chunky bass in Lee County, N.C.

Matthew Cox of Owasso, OK caught this Cape Fear River redfish while fishing with his granddad, Michael Goins of Wilmington.

Brooke Kimball was fishing in Carthage, N.C. when she caught 
this lunker largemouth bass

Quentin Turko caught this nice speckled trout while fishing the 
Outer Banks in May 2022.

While surf fishing the north end of Topsail, R Wayne Horton 
landed this 4.9-pound pompano on a piece of shrimp.

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the  
pages of the most widely read outdoor magazine in 
 the Carolinas. Send clean, sharp shots of you with  
your deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels, doves, etc. to 

images@CarolinaSportsman.com
Digital images must be at least 500KB and in jpeg format. 

Take your camera 
to the woods!

R Wayne Horton

Riley Stewart

Travon Harris

Matthew Cox

Brooke Kimball

Quentin Turko

SCRAPBOOK
Hunting/Fishing
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earLy season
archEry bucks
■ By Pete Rogers

archEry bucks

archEry huntErs facE 
uniquE challEngEs During 

Early sEason.

Pete Rogers
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Early season archery hunters face 
unique challenges in the Carolinas. 

Early season archery bucks

With some seasons opening in August or September, the heat 
is one of the key issues archers must deal with when looking for 
big bucks. 

How bucks deal with the heat and how hunters cope are all 
part of the game for patterning early season bucks. To help 
address this, hunters should focus on three elements to be suc-
cessful:  water, food, and temperature. 

Find the water – or create it
As the mercury climbs, the desire for bucks to drink increases.  

A mature buck needs about three quarts of water daily for 
every hundred pounds of body weight to survive the heat. To 
help pattern bucks, many hunters are either scouting natural 
water sources or building their own water holes to draw bucks 
to their stand locations. 

Research shows that bucks will visit water before feeding in 
early season. The desire to drink is strong and locating your 
stand in an ambush location near water is a sure-fire method 

for arrowing a mature buck. 
Building a water hole is not difficult but does take some 

work. Small livestock watering troughs work well. Some will 
bury these to ground level to make them blend in with the 
landscape. Others simply place them on top of the ground. 
Regardless of which you choose, you need to ensure they 
always have water in them. 

Chad Simpson of Campobello, SC agrees with this sentiment.
 “I will set up a bow stand near water during the early season 

because I know those bucks will at some point come to the 
water to drink.” 

Last September is a great example. Simpson hung a stand 
near an active spring at a pinch point between two clearcuts 
and was able to take a good buck as the deer made its way to 
the water hole about an hour before dark. 

“Just like clockwork, the buck showed up heading straight for 
the water. When he got close to the water, I was able to take 
the shot,” he said.

Find the Local food spots >

Small clearings and pinch points are 
good ambush spots for archers during 

the early season.

Pete Rogers



www.CarolinaSportsman.com September 2022 | Carolina Sportsman 15

https://max7.realtree.com/


Carolina Sportsman | September 202216

find the local food spots
Another area archers should examine is the preferred food 

source the bucks are visiting. If soybeans are nearby, it is well 
known that the bucks will be visiting those beans right before 
dark. Getting out before season and doing some long-range 
scouting will help archers determine where the bucks are 
entering the fields. Once this is established, place a stand near 
one of those trails along the edge of the bean field. 

Chris Taylor of Utica, Kentucky agrees, “I set my stand where 
I can see both the edge of the field, and the travel routes I sus-
pect the bucks to be taking into the field. This gives me the best 
chance for intercepting them,” he said. 

But for those of us who do not have agriculture near us or 
our leases, consider other prime food sources. One such food 
source is persimmons (Diospyros virginiana​). Persimmons are 
some of the best and most-desired foods to focus on for early 
season bucks. 

“Without a doubt, if a persimmon tree is anywhere on the 
property, I will hunt that tree or trees,” Simpson said.

 Persimmons are a magnet for bucks in our area. 
“They will leave all other food sources and hit the persimmon 

trees when the fruit is falling,” he said.
Persimmon trees are dioecious, meaning there are male and 

female trees. Both are needed to produce fruit. Finding a per-
simmon tree alone is not necessarily a good thing. You need to 
scout them in late summer to see if the tree is producing fruit. 
If it is not, it’s a male tree, and you are hunting in the wrong 
area. You must find a tree that has fruit on it. 

“When I find a good persimmon tree, I hang a camera to 
watch and see the deer coming to eat,” Simpson said. “Once I 
establish the deer coming to that tree, I will hang my stand 15 
to 20 yards from the active persimmon tree with the prevailing 
wind in my face.” 

On one farm he hunts, he has seen a magnificent buck two 
years in a row coming to the tree, only to be foiled by darkness 
before the buck arrived. 

“By watching this several times, I now know where the buck is 

coming from and have moved my stand to intercept him well 
before he gets to the tree,”  he said.

Lastly is temperature 
As the mercury climbs into the 90s and above, bucks will not 

move until last light or early morning. Being in the right place 
when they are moving makes for better success. 

“In the afternoons, I will get to the tree about 2 hours before 
dark. It is so hot, I feel confident I am not spooking anything 
going in that late. But it puts me where I need to be at the right 
time,” Simpson said. 

Mornings are different in early season. Bucks are returning 
to bed after feeding all night. So setting up near bedding areas 
along travel routes or again at the water source is your best bet 
for morning hunts. 

Early season is the best time to pattern bucks, while they are 
still in bachelor groups or just breaking up. The lack of pressure 
for 7 months makes mature bucks vulnerable. But don’t think it 
is a slam dunk. 

“The best chance you have on an early season buck is the first 
sit in that stand,” Simpson said. “I never hunt the same stand 
more than once or twice in early season.” 

Regardless of how hard you try to cover your scent, with sweat 
rolling off you while you sit in your stand, you just cannot 
control a lot of the scent. By not overhunting those stands, you 
reduce the chance of educating that buck for another hunt. 

Your chance at getting your early season buck increases by 
spending the time necessary to pattern him. Whether you are 
using game cameras or 
scouting, knowing where the 
buck will be puts you in the 
perfect spot to fill your tag. ■

Pete Rogers of Taylors, 
S.C., is employed with the 
USDA Wildlife Services and 
has been a sporting writer 
and photographer for over a 
decade. He a real passion for 
trapping and enjoys sharing 
his outdoors experiences with 
his wife and five children.

Cyber scouting >

Food sources like persimmon trees are great spots for hunters 
to focus on. Below, left: No matter how good your scout-
ing or stand placement is, it all comes down to putting your 
arrow in the right spot.
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http://www.barnettcrossbows.com
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Early season archery bucks

 Covert scouting has taken on a new meaning in recent years. 
With the use of cell cameras, detailed satellite photography, and 
apps like Huntstand, OnX Hunt and Huntwise, hunters have an 
advantage like never before. Putting all of these in place before 
season increases your odds for success. Other tools of the trade 
are good binoculars for long-range scouting. 

Setting up on a vantage point the last hour of the day and using 
good binoculars can work wonders. Many of the bucks Taylor tar-
gets are located from several hundred yards away with binoculars. 

“I sit in my truck and watch the fields to see where the bucks are 
coming from,” he said. “Once I see that and get a feel for where he 
is entering the field, I know where I want to hunt him. 

“Another tool I use is OnX Hunt for cyber scouting a new farm. 
The detailed pictures and topo overlay help me to find pinch 
points, funnels, and key areas before ever setting foot on the 
ground. Once I identify these areas, I know where to concentrate 

my scouting.” 
Cell game cameras have dropped drastically in price over the 

past several years. Being able to check your cameras from home 
saves time and intrusion into the property. But like all cell sys-
tems, you are limited by the signal strength. 

Some of Taylor’s best spots are so remote, he cannot use cell 
cameras. But he still uses non-cell cameras to scout. By checking 
them sporadically, he minimizes his intrusion into the area. 

“I like to check my cameras from my ATV,” he said. “By driving 
right up to it, I don’t leave any scent on the ground. I swap SD 
cards, check batteries, and move on.” 

Any of these tools will benefit you to increase your chances on 
bagging that big buck during the early archery season. ■

for archery 
hunters

Cyber scouting 
is a great tool

A good pair of binoculars 
is essential for early 
season success.

Pete Rogers

http://www.agrisupply.com
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 “The fun stops when the deer drops,” so be prepared to break 
down your latest buck or doe with these essential tools.

Many Carolinians just transport their deer to a nearby game 
processor whole. But it’s important to keep a dedicated “kill kit” 
with you just in case you need to break down the animal your-
self — or if you want to do the work yourself and cut out the 
processing costs. Here are a few suggestions for those looking to 
create their first kit.

1. Headlamp. You might think a knife would be the first sugges-
tion. But you won’t get far into a late-night processing job if you 
can’t see what you’re doing. The Black Diamond pulls double 
duty when setting up in the dark, given its red light setting.

2. A replaceable-blade knife. The Outdoor Edge 3.0” Razorlite 
EDC offers great results. But whatever brand you opt for, be sure 
to carry extra blades just in case your main one gets dull midway 
through processing a deer. (Be sure to bring a way to safely dis-
pose of the old blade, too.)

3. A small bone saw. The Gerber pruning saw comes with an 
interchangeable bone blade (shown) and a wood blade. So 
hunters can just carry the one tool when heading afield to trim 
limbs of all kinds. 

4. Latex-free disposable 
gloves. Whether you’re allergic 
to latex or not, it’s wise to opt 
for the latex-free versions in 
case a friend ever comes along 
to help you break down a deer. 
That way, you don’t need to 
worry about their potential 
reaction to the gloves. 

5. Zip ties. Some states require 
you to physically attach your 
punched tag to the animal’s 
body in order to legally remove 
it from the field. Keep some 
of the smaller ones in your kit 
just in case. They don’t take 
up much weight or space and 
then you’re covered if you ever 
hunt outside the Carolinas.

6. Hand wipes. Disposable 
gloves will prevent your hands 
from getting too dirty. But 
wipes are still a useful, light-
weight choice for cleaning up 
afterward — for your hands 
and for your gear.

7. Ballpoint pen. Some hunt-
ing license holders come with 
a small “pen” to fill out your tag 
info after a kill. But it’s always a 

good idea to have an extra around just in case.
8. Deer drag. This can come in handy if you need to drag your 

kill to a more suitable location for breaking it down, or for simply 
dragging out the carcass once you’ve field-dressed it.

9. Paracord. Paracord is useful to raise and lower you bow to and 
from your treestand. And it can also come in handy when pro-
cessing a deer by, for instance, being tied to a tree to hold back 
the deer’s leg while you cut. 

10. Game bags. More than just keeping meat sanitary when 
packing it out, game bags ensure the meat stays clean from dirt 
and debris while you’re finishing the rest of the job too.

Bug spray isn’t necessary, but better safe than sorry, especially with 
so many tick-borne illnesses around — including alpha-gal syn-
drome, which can make you allergic to red meat such as venison. ■

— Taylor Pardue

a kill kit

Keep all your 
essentials in

MORE INFO? 1-252-236-4464 | WWW.BQGRILLS.COM | 6043 HWY 301N, ELM CITY NC

PIG COOKERS, PATIO GRILLS, SMOKERS
CUSTOMIZED BBQ TRAILERS

CUSTOM BUILT 
QUALITY
OUTDOOR

BBQ PRODUCTS 
SINCE 1989

Having a kill kit with 
all the right tools helps 
things go smoothly 
once you have a deer on 
the ground.

Taylor Pardue

Sticks & strings >

http://www.bqgrills.com
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e arly in my bow hunting career, 
after several years of bow hunt-
ing Mississippi, I had managed 
to take only a few hard-earned 

does. So when I received an invite to 
hunt the early season in Wyoming, I 
jumped at the chance. 

This trip would offer a much better 
opportunity to both see and shoot a buck 
due to more plentiful animals that would 
pattern easier. The anticipation was 
almost more than I could stand. Little 
did I realize how many lessons I would 
learn on this week-long trip out west that 
would stick with me throughout my jour-
ney as a bow hunter.

We arrived in Kaycee, Wyoming a 
few days prior to the Sept. 1 archery 
opener. Our host was a rancher named 
Stuart Gosney. 

Stuart reminded me of Curley from the 
movie City Slickers. A man of few words, 
the ones he did say often carried a lot 
of weight. Stuart owned a huge swath 
of land along a river bottom which was 
loaded with both whitetail and mule 
deer. I had shipped my Summit climber 
out ahead of time. And my dreams were 
filled with big bucks meandering care-
lessly under my carefully placed stand.

The first rude awakening? The few 
straight trees that existed were rarely 
located close to deer trails or obvious 
sign. We had to hunt from ground blinds 
or fixed homemade pallet stands. I was 

at a loss having 
only archery 
hunted from 
portable elevated 
stands in the past.  

Another lesson 
(one that has stuck 
with me long 
since) was the 
inherently noctur-
nal nature of buck 
deer. Even though 
we were hunting 
an area with little 
to no pressure, the 
bucks were often 
headed to bed as 
dawn’s first light broke the horizon. This 
was easy to observe because the alfalfa 
fields the deer were feeding in at night 
lay on one side of the road. But the hills 
they bedded on lay on the other. 

diFFicuLt hunting
The extra visibility afforded by the more 

open terrain allowed us to really pattern 
deer. But the hunting was tough because 
they were staying at higher elevations. It 
took several days to figure out why, and 
it was another lesson in deer behavior. 
The mosquitoes were almost unbearable 
that year, and they were biting us and the 
deer so much it was miserable. By stay-
ing at elevation, the deer were avoiding 
the mosquitoes. But that meant difficult 

hunting for us. 
With deer not traveling very far from 

their beds to feed, it was nearly impos-
sible for us to intercept them along their 
travel routes. On the last morning of our 
hunt, Stuart relocated us to the top of 
the mountain. We had to drive almost 15 
miles around using rough dirt tracks to 
get ahead of the deer as they returned to 
their beds. Another lesson learned  lit-
erally going the extra mile. 

IT’S ALL A PART OF THE BOWHUNTING JOURNEY

Lush fields separated by the highway 
made it easy to pattern deer during 
the author’s Wyoming hunt.

Mule deer were easy to pattern, but 
difficult to reach because they stayed 
at high elevations.

Sammy Romano

sticks & 
strings

Sammy Romano is a 
lifelong hunter who has 
worked in the archery 
industry for more than 25 
years. His expertise includes 
compounds and crossbows. 
He can be reached at 
samboka31@aol.com.

earLy Lessons stiLL
pay diVidends
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Success! 
As dawn broke, I found myself on the ground nestled into 

the root ball of a fallen juniper tree facing a cliff that dropped 
off into the river bottom. I was set up in white shale rock with 
scattered junipers making for narrow, but open, shooting lanes. 
After an hour of nothing, I heard shale rock rolling down the 
hillside and turned to face a mule deer doe at about 3 yards. 

She wheeled and ran toward her bedding area just as I saw a 
buck’s velvet-covered antlers break the cliff ’s edge. He too ran, 
but I drew anyway. I knew he hadn’t seen me, and I’d read that 
mule deer often stop to look back. As he skidded to a stop in 
the loose shale rock, my sights settled just behind his shoulder. 
My Muzzy broadhead found its mark. I was literally convulsing 
I was so excited. I anxiously awaited Stuart’s return so we could 
track my deer and recover it.

After about an hour, Stuart returned. We followed a short 
blood trail to my heart-shot forkhorn buck. Although he 
wasn’t very big, he was a true trophy to me. One of the coolest 
moments of my hunting career was when Stuart took me aside, 
cracked open two beers, and told me, “You done good son.”  
Stuart rarely gave attaboys, and I was happy to get one.   

Hunting other parts of the country will not only broaden your 
hunting skills, but will also often teach you lessons that can be 
applied to your home hunting grounds. 

It’s all part of the journey. ■

https://millenniumstands.com/
www.buffaloridgejerky.com
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H unters in North Carolina are excited about 
the prospects for 2022-23 deer hunting. 
And many will be hunting on public land.

Most hunting occurs at private lands, but game 
lands are a good option for hunters who know 
what to look for.

This issue concentrates on public-lands deer 
because most activity occurs during cooler fall and 
winter periods.

For more information, visit www.ncwildlife.org 
and click on the Hunting application, then check 
Seasons & Limits to find precise hunting dates for 
all species. Regulatory updates also contain hunt-
ing regulations.

Hunters should note some game lands have 
permit-only seasons. 

To apply for hunting permits visit the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission web site and search 
Permit Hunting Opportunities (ncwildlife.org/
PermitHunt).

Here’s the top public 
lands for North Carolina 

whitetails.■ By Craig Holt

deer preview
NC Game Lands

Nantahala and Pisgah >
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NaNtaHala aNd pisgaH
The state’s top two public lands (by 2021-22 deer harvest 

totals) might be a surprise, but there’s a caveat — while 
other public lands may extend into two or three counties, 
Pisgah National Forest and Nantahala National Forest 
game lands spread across parts of 18 counties from the 
northwestern corner of the state to the southwestern tip. 
Those two total 1.1 million acres, each about 525,000 acres. 

Both Nantahala and Pisgah are open to in-season hunting 
seven days per week.

Last year hunters tagged 570 deer at Pisgah while 
Nantahala hunters bagged 536. 

The problem, as it has been for decades at the N.C. moun-
tains, is relatively poor soil, scattered mast and boon-or-
bust acorn numbers.

“(Deer success) depends on availability of mast crops,” 
said David Stewart, long-time land-management biologist 
for Districts 8 and 9. “A lot of times (mast) is good all over. 
Other times an isolated ridge has good acorns that pro-
duce every year. White oak ridges are especially good.

“The main factor for success is if hunters do their home-
work. Sometimes ( food and deer) are up high or may be 
lower. Hunters should go where deer feed.”

Top harvests of Pisgah deer by counties came at Burke 
(1700), Buncombe (1101), Caldwell (1177), Watauga (1354) 
and Yancey (1509). But mountain counties have low num-
bers of antlered bucks per square mile, 0.96 in Haywood 
County to Watauga’s elevated 5.59 bucks.

“Every year I run across one or two big (harvested) bucks,” 
Stewart said. “They’re out there; it just takes work to find ’em. 
I tell folks to do their homework to get familiar with trails and 
areas so they’re comfortable going to (chosen) spots.”

NC game laNds 
deer preview

Uwharrie 
Game lands

Pisgah Game lands

Nantahala 
Game lands

Croatan 
Game lands

Because of the rugged nature of Districts 8 and 9, geo-locator 
apps (OnX or Avenza) are valuable. However, the WRC (ncwild-
life.org) recommends checking its map apps  NC One Map 
(nconemap.com), North Carolina Digital Collections (http://
xr.com/wkuc) and a Geodata server (basic.ncsu.edu/ncgap) – 
that include up-to-date boundary changes.

Smaller game lands, in fact, often have more deer-hunting 
opportunities per square mile than Nantahala and Pisgah.
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Croatan
At the other end of the state, Croatan 

National Forest (162,220 acres) in Carteret, 
Craven and Jones counties ranked third (407) 
in tagged deer during 2021-22.

“Judging by habitat after prescribed-fire 
burns (which allow understory to grow), deer 
have plenty to eat at Croatan,” said District 2 
management biologist Ritchie Clark.

In addition to third-ranked Croatan, Carteret 
County’s portion rated sixth statewide with 
165 harvests and Craven County was 8th with 
154 deer.

In District 2 — between Croatan and 
Wilmington — Pender County’s Holly Shelter 
ranked 7th with 155 harvested whitetails. 
Nearby Angola Bay added 50 deer.

Butner-Falls, Jordan
The northern piedmont’s Butner-Falls Game 

Land (40,505 acres in Durham, Granville, 
Wake counties) rated fourth with 394 tagged 
whitetails while nearby Jordan Lake (40,460 
acres in Chatham, Durham, Orange, Wake 

counties) hunters downed 324 deer for 718 
total harvested deer.

The combined game lands (53,425 land acres 
after deleting lake acres) are inside the heavily-
developed Research Triangle. So bagging 419 
bucks last season (5.0 per square mile) far 
outstripped Nantahala and Pisgah’s rate (0.146 
bucks per square mile).

“I think the explanation is (deer) live at inter-
faces with urban areas, places they don’t get 
hunted (urban and suburban communities 
are de facto sanctuaries) and places they can 
be hunted (game lands),” said Chris Baranski, 
Districts 3 and 5 game-management biologist. 
“Deer usually are protected (at Jordan and 
Falls) unless they go to game lands.”

He said both habitats are excellent for white-
tails – bottom lands, hardwood ridges, fields 
and pine thickets – often with adjacent agri-
cultural crops.

Game-lands fields, planted with millet, 
buckwheat and corn and pre-flooded green-
tree and waterfowl impoundments, also offer 
sustenance for whitetails.

Uwharrie >

Craig Holt of Snow Camp, N.C., 
has been an outdoor writer 
for almost 40 years, working 
for several newspapers, then 
serving as managing editor 
for North Carolina Sportsman 
and South Carolina Sportsman 
before becoming a full-time 
free-lancer in 2009.

Public Lands offer great deer hunting 
for sportsmen who put in the time to 
scout. Below: Hunters are required to 
wear International Orange while hunting 
Game Lands in North Carolina.

Craig Holt
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Uwharrie
At 52,000 acres, Uwharrie National Forest in Davidson, 

Randolph and Montgomery counties is historically comparable 
to Butner-Falls and Jordan. It ranked fifth last season among 
game lands with 356 tagged whitetails.

Because of its location in the southern Piedmont, Uwharrie 
has been a long-time location for public-lands deer hunters 
from Charlotte, Albemarle, Greensboro, Troy and Asheboro.

“It’s the likeliest place to have the best chance of killing a big 
deer,” said Greg Queen, District 6 overall biologist.

The habitat also contains upland hardwoods, pine forests and 
steep ridges as part of the Burkhead Mountain Range.

Uwharrie has multiple unrestricted camp sites at sections east 
of Badin Lake that adjoin most of its shoreline. That region also 
has a large archery-only section and firearms shooting range. 

Hunting seasons follow county regulations, but deer chasers 
should be aware they will share Uwharrie with horse riders, 
hikers and bicyclists.

Uwharrie allows seven-days-per week access.

Other notable game lands
Other top deer game lands include the northern-piedmont’s 

R. Wayne Bailey-Caswell (18,150 acres, Caswell County, 174 
deer killed in 2021-22); Sandhills (65,028 scattered acres across 
Hoke, Moore, Richmond, Scotland counties) that accounted for 
142 deer last year; Yadkin River ( formerly Alcoa Game Land, 
11,600 acres, 169 harvested deer 2021-22) at the river’s shore 
and shorelines of  High Rock, Tuckertown and Badin lakes; and 
the Lower Roanoke River Wetlands (31,708 acres, Bertie and 

Martin counties, 112 deer taken in 2021-22).
Hunters should check game lands for availability and if per-

mits are required. ■

NC Game Lands  
deer preview

 Game Lands are managed to provide 
plentiful food sources for deer. Above: 
Trophy deer are killed on Game Lands in 
North Carolina every year.

Craig Holt
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Make sure you know the specific 
regulations for the Game Land 
you are hunting.

Sunday hunting on Game Lands >

www.nicholsstore.com
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828-676-3808 • m2sbikes.com
ALL TERRAIN ULTRA

ALL TERRAIN HT

ALL TERRAIN FS

ALL TERRAIN SCOUT

10% Discount 
on a Bike Purchase

(only valid for pickup in Asheville)

Greener pastures >

Game Lands
Sunday hunting on

These Game Lands allow 7-days-per-week hunting

These Game Lands offer hunting Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday and Sunday

•	Alcoa
•	 Alligator River
•	 Angola Bay
•	 Bachelor Bay
•	 Brinkleyville
•	 Buffalo Cove
•	 Cape Fear River 
wetlands

•	 Carteret County

•	 Chatham
•	 Chowan
•	 Cold Mountain
•	 Croatan
•	 Currituck Banks
•	 Dare
•	 Elk Knob
•	 Embro
•	 Goose Creek

•	 Gull Rock
•	 Harris
•	 Hyco
•	 Juniper Creek
•	 Lee
•	 Light Ground 
Pocosin

•	 Linwood
•	 Lower Fishing 
Creek

•	 Bullard and Branch 
Hunting Preserve

•	 Columbus County

•	Mitchell River
•	 Perkins

•	 Robeson
•	 Sampson

•	Mayo
•	 Nantahala
•	 Needmore
•	 New Lake
•	 North River
•	 NW River Marsh
•	 Pee Dee River
•	 Pisgah

•	 Pond Mountain
•	 Sandy Creek
•	 Shocco Creek
•	 South Mountains
•	 Sutton Lake
•	 Three Top 
Mountain

•	 Thurmond 

Chatham
•	 Tillery
•	 Toxaway
•	 Uwharrie
•	 Van Swamp
•	William H. Silver

NC Game Lands  
deer preview

http://www.kerrlake-nc.com
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t he fall season has arrived in 
the Carolinas and the time for 
hunting down whitetails has 
crept up. It isn’t too late to plant 

food plots for the cool season to create 
a reliable food source to benefit wildlife 
and to bring those bruiser bucks within 
shooting range. 

But September in the Carolinas can 
either feel like a cool fall day or like the 
summer sizzler. And extended heat can 
lead to dry conditions. Decisions that are 
made in September will ultimately deter-
mine the productivity of cool season food 
plots. Landowners can reduce their risk 
by following a few important guidelines. 

Any newly established food plot will 
always start off with seed and new tender 
plants that have nature sometimes work-
ing against them. Seed depth, moisture 
content, competition, and nutrient avail-
ability will ultimately control the success 
or failure of a food plot. 

What are the leading causes of food 
plot failures anyway? Failures come from 
incorrect planting depth, unsuitable pH 
and critical nutrient availability, compe-
tition, and premature over-browsing. 

As soon as the seeds germinate, their vul-
nerabilities get highlighted from the start. 
And initially, the planting depth is critical 

for survival. Seeds come in all shapes and 
sizes. But basically, the size of the seed 
will directly control the depth of planting. 
Deeply planted seeds will prevent the 
small plant’s root system from drying out. 
And it enables the plant to gain access to a 
deeper layer of nutrients embedded in the 
soil. But the deeper the planted seed, the 
further the tiny plants have to travel verti-
cally to reach the soils surface. 

plaNtiNg deptH 
is CritiCal

Seed size is important and is directly 
proportional to the depth of planting. The 
smaller the seed, the shallower the seed 
can be planted. And the larger the seed, 
planting depth can increase somewhat. 
The seed itself is made up of an embryo 
and an endosperm. The endosperm is the 
food source for the embryo that is packed 
with carbohydrates, proteins, and lipids 
to fuel early development. 

The small plants must first utilize 
this energy source to nourish the plant 
prior to reaching the soil surface. Plants 
obtain energy from the sun through 
photosynthesis. But since no sun is avail-
able below the soil surface, plants must 
utilize their endosperm as an energy 
source prior to reaching sunlight. So, 

seed planting depth is critical. Plantings 
should never be planted deeper than the 
recommended depths. 

After the tender shoots erupt through 
the soil surface, the next phase of devel-
opment occurs and is among the most 
important steps in the early stages. 
By this time, the tender shoots are 
extremely vulnerable to environmental 
conditions. Their plant walls are tender 
and soft. And they have exhausted all of 
their endosperm. Now they must grow 
out a couple of leaves or wide shoots to 
begin photosynthesis to create critical 
energy for growth. These brand-new 
plants need full sunlight without any 
aerial competition that would impede 
energy production from the sun. And 
again, these small plants’ leaves, shoots, 
and roots are extremely tender, supple, 
and vulnerable to desiccation.

Jeff Burleson

plaNtiNg Failures
preveNt, reduCe
GIVE YOUR FOOD PLOTS A CHANCE

A brassica blend with chicory is a 
great fall season food plot for deer 
and other wildlife.

Jeff Burleson

greeNer 
pastures

Jeff  Burleson is a native of Lumberton, 
N.C., who lives in Myrtle Beach, S.C. He 
graduated from N.C. State University and 
is a certifi ed biologist and professional 
forester for Southern Palmetto 
Environmental Consulting.

soil pH plays a Big part >
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© 2021 ARGO XTV. Riders must wear an approved helmet, eye protection, protective clothing and when operating in water always wear a personal � oatation device. Use handholds and stay completely inside 
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6540 HWY 152 EAST • ROCKWELL, NC 28138 • 704-279-5736 • WWW.ATVARGO.COM
BOST ARGO ATV SALESVISIT

http://thefirminator.com/
http://www.atvargo.com


Carolina Sportsman | September 202232

soil pH plays a Big part
Rainfall is important during this phase to keep every plant part from the roots to the shoot-tips 

moist. But too much rainfall can drown out these plants and prevent respiration, a critical com-
ponent of photosynthesis. Not only do these plants need moisture to prevent desiccation, but 
they also need access to the gas, carbon dioxide, that is a critical component to photosynthesis. 
Without carbon dioxide, plants wouldn’t be able to produce energy and they would quickly die 
as soon as the endosperm is fully depleted. 

After the food plot plants are able to grow past these early phases of development, the plants 
have developed more and their root systems and above-ground structures have become more 

resistant to drying out. 
At this point, the remaining 

leading causes of planting/
growing failures are from 
over-browsing and unsuitable 
micro- and macro-nutrient 
availability. Plants can only 
grow with the available 
macro- and micro-nutrients 
and that typically comes from 
fertilization and prescribed 
soil amendments. But these 
nutrients must be soluble in 
order for plants to uptake 
them into their tissues. And 
nutrient solubility is com-
pletely a result of chemical 
reactions that take place from 
soil supplements AND the pH 
of the soil environment. 

It’s not too late to plant  food 
plots for deer season as long 
as you plant the right crops.

Need 
Food 

Plots?
Let us do the 

chores of building 
and maintaining
food plots so you 

can hunt. 

WeBuildFoodPlots.com

704-904-3851

BOAT - MOTORCYCLE & ATV - CAMPER & RV
HOME - AUTO - RENTAL - FLOOD - LIFE

3090 Jefferies Hwy • Walterboro SC
Phone 843.538.5856 • Fax 843.538.5282

www.sarahjudysinsurance.com

Trusted By Sportsman For 30 Years

Personal Service Guaranteed

continued

greeNer 
pastures

https://www.webuildfoodplots.com/
www.sarahjudysinsurance.com
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423-638-2825

START 
THOSE 
MOCK 
SCRAPES 
NOW

D E E R  L U R E S

blackwidowdeerlures.com/shop

Freshest Deer Lures
on the Market. 

Poured current season 
with dated packaging.

Celebrating

in Business

Hunting the Rut 
Will Never 

Be the Same, 
Introducing V. 

V is collected at the absolute peak of 
whitetail doe estrous cycle. Scienti� cally 
calculated by the temperature of the vaginal 
walls when she is receptive for breeding 
and collected during arti� cial insemination. 
During arti� cial insemination vaginal walls 
are cleaned and secretions are removed to 
not interfere with the arti� cial insemination 
process. That is where V comes from!

25 Years

423-638-2825423-638-2825

The soil pH directly controls the chemical reactions in the 
soil. And for most food plot plants, a higher pH between 6.0 
and 7.5 is typically needed to convert the soil amendments into 
soluble forms of micro- and macro-nutrients that the plants 
can utilize for growth.

Overbrowsing
The only way to ensure the soil amendments will benefit the 

plants is from a soil test prior to planting. And if the soils are 
too acidic prior to planting, the plants will most likely suffer 
right after the endosperm is exhausted. They will essentially 
run out of critical nutrients that are needed for development 
and will either die or get overtaken by competing vegetation.

Competing vegetation can be an issue anytime. But it is 
typically a greater issue in the springtime with warm season 
plantings. Yet, pre-plant herbicide applications and mechanical 
preparations can allow for the target plants to thrive and con-
trol competition effectively for a successful plot. 

Over-browsing can always be an issue during the early stages 
of growth. It seems silly discussing when landowners get upset 
that the target animals are eating the food that was planted 
for them. But the plants need a little time to get established to 
provide longevity. 

Over-browsing can be reduced by erecting scent barriers, 
fences, or some visual deterrents that can give the new plots 
a few weeks of growing time. But for the early season hunters, 
over-browsing early can also be perceived as an early season 

opportunity as well. 
Food plot failures can never be avoided completely because 

humans just can’t completely control nature. Too many vari-
ables are out of our control. But growing plants from the seed up 
isn’t a new endeavor either. And landowners can learn from their 
mistakes and mistakes of others to create a viable food source 
for the deer and other wildlife for the fall and winter season. ■

Seed size determines planting depth:
For seeds to have the best chance at blooming into full food plots, they must be 
planted to the proper depth. This is a critical step that if not followed, often leads 
to failed food plots.
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Cooking on the wild side >

https://blackwidowdeerlures.com/shop
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t his	has	been	one	of	the	hottest	
summers	on	record	and	the	
first	of	the	fall	hunting	seasons	

are	beginning.	Deer	season	on	private	
lands	in	S.C.	Game	Zones	3	and	4	has	
already	opened.	
Sportsmen	in	the	Carolinas	that	think	
September	is	still	too	hot	and	humid	to	
don	camo	and	go	hunting,	have	plenty	
of	options	to	go	fishing.	Both	fresh	
and	saltwater	fishing	is	going	strong	
throughout	the	Carolinas	and	will	for	
several	more	months.	Fish	are	waiting	
to	be	caught	from	the	streams	and	
lakes	of	the	Blue	Ridge	Mountains	to	
the	coastal	marshes	and	depths	of	the	
Gulf	Stream.
Hopefully	everyone	had	a	successful	
deer	season	last	year	and	have	a	few	
packages	of	venison	remaining	in	the	
freezer.	Give	this	recipe	a	try	to	get	your	
season	going	and	the	odds	are	high	
you’ll	put	aside	a	few	packages	to	pre-
pare	this	same	recipe	to	get	next	year’s	
deer	season	off	on	the	right	hoof.	■

CHilled 
veNisoN 
taCo salad
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Set	aside	some	
venison	at	the	
end	of	this	season	
and	you	can	enjoy	
this	recipe	again	
next	year.

tip!

This recipe uses many different ingre-
dients that all taste good on their 
own, and even better all together. 
INSeT: Venison cut into tidbits, then 
marinated in a Dr. Pepper/hot sauce 
mix is the start of this great recipe.

Jerry Dilsaver

CookiNg oN 
tHe wild side



www.CarolinaSportsman.com September 2022 | Carolina Sportsman 35

This	recipe	isn’t	difficult	and	eating	it	is	fun.	
Everyone	likes	tacos	and	this	has	the	feel	of	
a	street	taco	with	a	crunchy	shell.	The	chilled	
ingredients	are	refreshing	too,	especially	after	a	
hot	day.			
To	me,	this	is	best	with	a	crunchy	taco	shell	or	
served	like	nachos	with	tortilla	chips.	However,	if	
the	crunchy	taco	shell	cracking	bothers	you,	use	
the	crunchy	shell	and	wrap	it	in	a	soft	shell	or	
flour	tortilla.	This	allows	you	to	have	the	crunch	
and	the	soft	shell	holds	the	taco	together.
If	you	don’t	have	a	package	of	stew	meat	to	
make	these,	you	can	cut	pieces	from	a	steak	
or	roast	or	use	burger.	It	will	take	more	time,	
but	it	will	taste	better	with	pieces	of	meat	than	
with	burger.
Too	many	red	onions	can	get	strong.	So	I	mix	

them	with	regular	sweet	onions.	Baby	bell	
peppers	are	more	tender	and	sweeter	than	
larger	ones	and	I	like	the	different	colors	for	a	
bit	more	visual	appeal.	I	sprinkle	a	little	taco	
seasoning	on	the	sautéing	vegetables	to	make	
their	flavor	bolder.
This	mixture	tastes	better	than	the	sum	of	its	
parts		and	all	of	its	parts	taste	good.	Leave	
out	or	substitute	any	ingredients	you	don’t	
like.	Feel	free	to	add	more		just	do	it	in	small	
increments	so	it	doesn’t	become	overpowering.	
One	night	when	you	can’t	think	of	what	to	do	
for	dinner,	give	this	a	try.	Everyone	I’ve	prepared	
it	for	has	commented	positively	and	I’m	pretty	
sure	you	will	too.	Enjoy!	■

PREPARATION: 
1.	Cut	the	venison	tidbits	into	approximately	
½		-inch	size	pieces.	Put	them	in	a	Ziploc	bag	
and	cover	them	with	Dr.	Pepper	and	1	table-
spoon	hot	sauce.	Squeeze	the	air	out,	mix	
the	marinade	through	them	thoroughly	and	
marinate	them	for	30	minutes	to	2	hours	in	the	
refrigerator.
2.	Chop	the	onions,	baby	bell	peppers	and	
jalapeno(s).
3.	Spray	a	frying	pan	with	non-stick	cooking	
spray	and	lightly	brown	the	venison	pieces.	
(They	will	make	a	lot	of	liquid	cooking	the	Dr.	
Pepper	out	and	you	may	need	to	drain	it	a	
couple	of	times.)
4.	Once	the	venison	pieces	are	lightly	
browned,	add	the	taco	seasoning	and	simmer	
according	to	the	directions	on	the	taco	season-
ing	package.
5.	Remove	the	venison	pieces	and	most	of	the	
liquid.	Leave	some	liquid	to	add	flavor	to	the	
vegetables.
6.	Add	1	tablespoon	of	vegetable	or	canola	
oil	to	the	pan	and	lightly	sauté	the	onions,	bell	
peppers,	jalapeno	pepper(s)	and	corn.
7.	Add	the	garlic	to	the	onions,	peppers	and	
corn	after	they	have	sauteed	a	few	minutes.	Stir	
it	in	well.
8.	Use	a	large	bowl	to	mix	the	coleslaw	mix,	
sauteed	vegetables,	beans	and	venison	pieces.
9.	In	a	small	bowl	mix	the	mayonnaise,	sour	
cream	and	lime	juice.
10.	Add	the	mayo/sour	cream	mixture	to	the	

veggies	and	venison	and	sprinkle	liberally	with	
taco	seasoning,	then	mix	well,	but	gently.	After	
mixing	this,	taste	the	mixture	and	add	more	
taco	seasoning	(to	taste)	and	mix	some	more.
11.	This	can	be	eaten	immediately,	but	is	best	
after	chilling	in	the	refrigerator.
12.	Serve	with	tortilla	chips	or	as	nachos	and/
or	in	crunchy	taco	shells.
13.	Sprinkle	with	cheese	to	taste.	
This	contains	all	that	is	necessary	for	a	com-
plete	meal.	Still,	I	like	salads	and	
sometimes	add	a	small	green	salad.	
Those	who	like	a	little	something	
sweet	to	end	the	meal	should	find	
shortcake	or	angel	food	cake,	with	
fresh-cut	strawberries	and	a	dollop	
of	whipped	cream,	works	nicely.	■

CHilled veNisoN 
taCo salad

INGREDIENTS:
1 pound venison tidbits
1 Bag coleslaw mix
1 Cup multi-colored baby bell 
peppers
1 Jalapeno pepper
1/2 Cup red or black beans
2/3 Cup frozen kernel corn
1/2  Large sweet onion
1/2 Cup red onion
1 ½   Pkg taco seasoning
1 Pkg shredded cheese
1/2 Cup mayonnaisse
1/4 Cup sour cream
1 TSP minced garlic
Juice of 1 lime
1 Dr. Pepper
1 TBL hot sauce
Crunchy taco shells
Assorted tortilla chips
Cooking oil
Non-stick cooking spray

Taco	sauce,	hot	
sauce,	a	second	jala-
peno	pepper,	salsa,	
guacamole	and	soft	
taco	shells	are	great	
options	to	serve.

tip!

Making tacos from this recipe is a 
good bet, but some folks like it just as 
much served with tortilla chips.

Jerry Dilsaver of Oak Island, N.C., is a free-
lance writer, as well as a former national king 
mackerel champion fi sherman. Readers are 
encouraged to send their favorite recipes and 
a photo of the completed dish to possibly be 
used in a future issue of the magazine. E-mail 
the recipes and photos to Jerry Dilsaver at 
captainjerry@captainjerry.com.
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■ By Pete Rogers

The 5-acre 
dove field

Small dove fields offer 
many advantages over 

large ones.

Pete Rogers
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Few things are as timeless 
as opening day of dove season 
in the Carolinas. 

Generations gather to usher in a new hunting season. If ever 
there was a time for old men and youth hunters to spend time 
together, it is in a dove field. 

A good dove hunt is about as much fun as anyone can have 
afield. Hordes of mourning doves pouring into a field followed by 
the distinct Bang! Bang! of shooters puts a smile on many faces. 

Over the years, dove hunting has found its place in circles of 
hunters. Some live for it. Some can take it or leave it. For many 
others, it is mandatory! 

Labor Day weekend is the traditional opening of dove season 
in the Carolinas. But preparation for that opening begins 
months before. And when it comes to dove hunting, bigger is 
not always better. Sure, some 300-acre fields have thousands of 
birds. But some of the best hunting and shooting often occurs 
on smaller fields with a few family members and friends. 

John Fitzgerald of Piedmont, SC has a tremendous hunt every 
fall on his small field. 

“I only have about 5 acres I can plant for doves. So I decided to 
give it a try, and we have found great success with it,” he said. 

Small but effective >
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Dove hunting is a family affair, bringing different 
generations together to begin a new season. 
Below: Wilted stalks of sunflowers draw doves 
in to feed on their tasty seeds. Opposite page: 
An over-and-under shotgun makes quick work of 
flying doves when in the right hands.
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Small but effective
Fitzgerald describes his situation as small but effective. By 

partnering with a local farmer, he gets the seed and fertilizer 
and barters for the farmer to plant the field for him each May.

“It starts with sunflowers,” Fitzgerald said. “If you don’t have 
sunflowers, you are really pushing your luck.” 

Fitzgerald lays out his field in such a way that allows for maxi-
mum hunters to cover the field. 

“We plant five rows, skip three rows, plant five rows, skip 
three, etc,” he said.

This allows for mowing and plowing in those strips to make 
the doves more comfortable. Some years Fitzgerald will mix in 
millet, planting five rows of sunflowers, skipping three, planting 
five rows of millet, skipping three, and repeating that across the 
field. The variety seems to help, but he has no hard data to sug-
gest that it does. 

He insists that timing is critical for having the best dove field.
According to Fitzgerald, “You want your sunflowers to be fully 

ripe about two weeks before opening day.”  
This gives the doves time to find them and to begin a regular 

feeding into the fields. Most sunflowers get ripe within 70-100 
days. So plan accordingly to make sure you have food for them.

natural camo helps 
A 5-acre field may seem small, but Fitzgerald is able to place 

seven or so shooters around the field safely. He will leave some 
tall weeds along the tree line for cover. He will also haul in 
round hay bales to use for blinds. Using the natural vegetation 
of trees, fence lines and a few round hay bales makes for a 
great shoot. 

Fitzgerald said that for the last seven years, he and the other 
hunters have had their limit of birds within an hour to hour 
and a half. Some of the poor shooters take longer to get the 

The 5-acre dove field

Pete Rogers

A pile of doves makes a tasty meal that signifies 
the beginning of hunting season.
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limit. But it’s not due to a lack of birds.
Having a smaller field makes for better shooting a lot of 

times because large fields are so hard to cover. If enough 
shooters aren’t present, the doves find the open areas and 
pour into those areas, preventing them from flying within 
any shooter’s range. Fitzgerald and his friends agree that the 
smaller field is something that is worth the expense and time 
to have a good shoot. 

Give the birds a break
“For the entire first season, we will have great shooting. It 

helps that we only shoot on Saturdays, allowing new birds time 
to find the field between shoots,” he said.

Having small parcels is not a hindrance to producing excel-
lent dove hunting. Fitzgerald says it costs him a little over two 
thousand dollars to prep and plant his field. This includes pay-
ing the farmer for his time and equipment. But for the fun and 
family time spent around the dove field, it is money well spent. 
Not having a large piece of land should not deter you from hav-
ing a great shoot. Use what you have and plan well. Hopefully, 
the doves will cooperate. 

“One thing is for certain,” Fitzgerald stresses. “All I can do is 
plant the field and ensure 
it grows. I cannot make the 
doves find it. But they usu-
ally do,” he said. ■

Pete Rogers of Taylors, 
S.C., is employed with the 
USDA Wildlife Services and 
has been a sporting writer 
and photographer for over a 
decade. He a real passion for 
trapping and enjoys sharing 
his outdoors experiences with 
his wife and five children.

Simplicity is the 
beauty of dove 
hunting >

Pete Rogers

hunttwinlakeswhitetails@gmail.com 
WWW.TWINLAKESWHITETAILS.COM

TOP WHITETAIL 
DESTINATION
in the WORLD

309-339-6600

1,700 acre whitetail ranch 
in Bismarck, Missouri

PRIME MISSOURI
HUNTING PROPERTY

100% NO KILL, 
NO PAY

READY 
TO HUNT 
MONSTER
BUCKS?

FOLLOW US!

CAPTAIN FROGGY’S
GUIDE SERVICE
(252) 661-7222

Open Water 
Hunts on

Pamlico Sound
Up To 3 Hunters:

$400 
Each Additional Hunter: 

$100

www.DUCKHUNTINGNC.com

A 28-gauge side-by-side is a classic shotgun 
that delights many dove hunters.

www.duckhuntingnc.com
https://www.twinlakeswhitetails.com/
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The equipment for a dove hunt is as simple as it gets. But hunt-
ers need to keep some things in mind. First and foremost, make 
sure your shotgun is limited to three shells. If you are shooting a 
pump action or semi-auto, double check to make sure a plug is 
in the gun to prevent loading more than two in the magazine. 

All gauges are used on the dove field, the 12-gauge being the 
most popular. However, some hunters find this to be a bit much 
for the diminutive dove. Sub gauges are just as efficient but will 

require more skill. A personal 
favorite is the 28-gauge. A 
classic side-by-side or even an 
over-and-under are sufficient 
for doves. 

Many smaller-framed shoot-
ers opt for the 20-gauge, and 
this is an excellent choice. I 
would stay away from the .410 
except for the most skilled 
shooters. This small gauge 
lacks recoil, but also requires 
excellent marksmanship to be 
successful. 

Camouflage is important also, 
but not a deal breaker. Most 
wear a short sleeve T-shirt in 
some camo pattern and short 
pants. But stay away from any 
brightly colored clothing. 

Another thing to consider 
when going to a dove field 
includes a small cooler with 
plenty of water. Triple digit 
temperatures are the norm. 
And sitting in the sweltering 
sun waiting for doves will 
dehydrate you quickly. A good 
cap, sunglasses, sunscreen, and 
some type of bug repellant, like 
a ThermaCell or some spray to 
keep the gnats and mosquitos 
away, are a must. Lastly is a 
good seat. Many dove hunters 
prefer a bucket or stool. But 
age has taught me a chair like 
those used in ground blinds 
works well and makes the hunt 
more comfortable. ■

Simplicity is the 
beauty of dove 
hunting

4410 Old Pineville Rd, Charlotte, NC 28217
Call today (704) 527-1110 • www.barefootarchery.com

Pro Shop & Indoor Archery Range

We have all the 
Archery and 
Hunting accessories
to make your 
season a success.

MAKE YOUR 
BULLSEYE 
TODAY!
Full Service 
Proshop, 
Authorized Dealer
for Hoyt, Mathews, 
PSE, and Bear 
Archery

C H A R L O T T E ,  N C
www.barefootarchery.com

$84999

HOYT
TORREX
PACKAGE

One stop shop for all your
Bow Hunting & Archery needs!

BAREFOOT
ARCHERY

Authorized Dealer
for Hoyt, Mathews, 

99

Bow Hunting & Archery needs!

WE SHIP 
IN STATE 

WITH 
UPS

The 5-acre dove field
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A comfortable chair, a cooler of water 
and a Thermacell are all good additions 
to your dove hunt.

All dogs go 
to heaven >

http://www.barefootarchery.com
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SPRo oUTSideR CRANKBAiTS

ol’ MAN AlUMAliTe CTS PRo

HYPeRfliTe CRoSSBoW ARRoWS

With weights located on the out-
side of this lure’s body, the SPRO 
Outsider is easier to cast and gives 
anglers more responsive action. 
This means more water covered, 
and more fish caught. 

Available in three different sizes 
to cover depths of between 3 
feet and 21 feet, it also comes in 
numerous colors. 

The SR55 weighs 3/8-ounce, 
is 55mm long and runs 3-4 feet 
deep. The MR60 is 5/8-ounce, 

60mm long, and runs 7-9 
feet deep. The DB80 is the 
deep diver, submarining 
down to 21 feet with its 
long bill, 1.25-ounce weight and 
80mm length.

Forget the need to upgrade hard-
ware; these lures come with pre-
mium Gamakatsu treble hooks. Tie 
one on straight out of the package 
and you’re ready to fish.
For more info, visit: spro.com

With oval tubing, an improved cable 
system and lightweight aluminum 
construction, the Alumalite CTS 
climbing stand is a breez to set up, 
and to carry in to your favorite hunt-
ing spot.

With features like pivoting spreader 
arms, cushioned gun rest and Com-
forTech seating, this is one of the 
most advanced, most comfortable 
and easiest to use climbing stands on 
the market. 

The ultralight standing platform with 
improved tubing-style foot straps 

allow for easy entry and a much more 
secure grip. 

Weighing in at a scant 21 pounds, 
this stand has a weight capacity of 
300 pounds. The seat width is 21 
inches and the platform is a sumptu-
ous 18 inches by 32 inches.
For more info, visit: olmanoutdoors.com

SporTSman
ShowcaSe

Designed specifically for use with Bar-
nett’s Hyper series of crossbows, these 
22-inch long HyperFlite arrows offer 
greater penetration with their .204-inch 
inner diameter size. 

With that smaller diameter comes 
deeper penetration, less wind-drift and 
increased durability. It also offers maxi-
mum kinetic energy delivery. 

Maintaining their straightness witin .001 
inches, shot after shot, HyperFlite 
arrows punch through tough 
hides, meet less resistance when 
penetrating vital organs, and 
deliver faster and cleaner kills. 

Available in packs of five, pair 
this arrow with your favorite 

Barnett Crossbow and you’ll have the 
greatest combination of speed, accuracy, 
toughness, consistency, and penetrating 
power in the archery hunting world.

For more info, visit: barnettcrossbows.com

long bill, 1.25-ounce weight and 

Forget the need to upgrade hard-
ware; these lures come with pre-

https://www.barnettcrossbows.com/
https://spro.com/
https://olmanoutdoors.com/
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a doG With a Job

t he S.C Dept. of Natural 
Resources introduced its new-
est – and youngest – recruit, 
over the summer.

At 2 months of age, Hank, a choco-
late Labrador Retriever puppy, zipped 
through the tall grass to find the rub-
ber ball thrown by Lt. Brady Branham, 
grabbed it and eagerly raced back to 
proudly deliver it to Branham. If his exu-
berance is an indicator, in about a year 
Hank will be a full-fledged member of 
the DNR’s K-9 team.

“The DNR’s K-9 team is trained to help 
law enforcement officers track violators, 
detect hidden wildlife and concealed guns, 
recover evidence and support search-and-
rescue missions,” Branham said.

“This team is also employed by other 
law enforcement agencies when 
requested. With their superior sense of 
smell and hearing, the trained canines 
help reduce search time and recover 
more evidence, leading to stronger 
cases. The team is also used as a public 
outreach tool to educate the public and 

deter crime through demonstrations 
and presentations.”

Once Hank had enjoyed retrieving and 
playing tug with Branham a number of 
times under the hot morning sun in late 
July, Branham put him back in his kennel 
and made sure he had plenty of water to 
drink. Then he took out his fully-trained 
yellow lab, Rock, for a demonstration 
of how the dogs on the team help with 
locating items such as guns, clothing, 
even a spent wad from a shotgun shell. 
They are trained to find anything with 
gunpowder on it, Branham said.

Another officer had placed an item 
in the tall grass before Branham sent 
Rock to find it. Rock worked the area 
at Branham’s direction, then suddenly 
laid down and stared intently at a spot 
in the grass. Branham walked over and 
retrieved the pistol that had been placed 
there, then tossed a plastic ball or cone 
for Rock to retrieve. Retrieving is play for 
the dogs and that is their reward for a job 
well done, Branham explained.

The SCDNR’s K-9 program was launched 

in 2017 when the agency acquired five 
Labs from Pacific Coast Canine, a ken-
nel in Washington State that trains 
dogs for various aspects of police work. 
The owner, Ken Pavlick came to South 
Carolina for six weeks to teach the newly-
formed officer-dog teams.

“We trained them in tracking, article 
searches and wildlife detection,” said 
Branham, who has personally trained 
hunting retrievers for himself and others 
for the past 20 years. The unit has grown 
to seven fully-trained officer-canine 
teams plus two more being trained. That 
gives the agency at least two teams in 
each of DNR’s four Law Enforcement 
Division regions, providing a response 
time of no more than an hour and a 
half to any location in the state. That 

Retrieving his favorite toy is a reward 
for SCDNR’s newest K-9 recruit Hank, 
a  chocolate Labrador Retreiver.

HANK IS SCDNR’S NEWEST K-9 RECRUIT

Pat Robertson

all doGS Go 
to heaven

Pat Robertson covered outdoors 
issues for more than 30 years for 
The State and The Columbia Record 
newspapers. Now retired, he is 
a full-time free-lancer living in 
Blythewood, S.C., where he and 
his wife, Jan, raise beagles and 
compete in fi eld trials.
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capability can be critical, especially in search-and-rescue situ-
ations, he said.

“In just under five years we have logged over 1000 deploy-
ments, dogs on the ground,” Branham said. “Our dogs have 
been instrumental in locating people. In 2018 a 2-year-old 
wandered away from his granddaddy. Our dog located him a 
half mile back in the woods between two ponds, in just about 
eight minutes.”

Besides search-and-rescue, the dogs are trained in tracking, 
article search, wildlife detection and assisting in law enforce-
ment investigations such as hunting accidents. They are 
imprinted on five species for wildlife detection – whitetail deer, 
Eastern wild turkey, black bear, waterfowl and doves, Branham 
said. In a hunting accident investigation, the dog teams are 
looking for all the components of the accident.

“If a shotgun is used we need to find the shot pattern, the 
direction of the shot, where people were standing when they 
were shot. If we can find the wadding, we can determine where 
the shooter was standing,” Branham said.

Hank was donated to the DNR’s K-9 Team by Backwoods Pond 
Labradors LLC in Edgefield. A puppy goes through a lot of 
socialization and environmental training during his first year in 
the program, Branham said. He has taken Hank out in public to 
different places to see how he handles people and new places.

“We expose them to everything – loud environments, dark 
places, staircases, slick floors, gunshots, driving vehicles – to 
make sure they are comfortable in every environment because 
that is where they are going to end up working.”

As long as the dog continues to show a high intensity drive, he 
said, they move on into canine school where they learn tracking, 
article searches and wildlife detection.

Hank’s potential is really high, Branham said.
“He is very young, but he is really social. He has not been 

in any environment yet that scares him. His retrieve drive is 

high. He loves to go pick up his toy and bring it back and then 
play tug of war. He also loves to chase tennis balls. As long as 
he will hunt and chase those things right now, that’s all we 
really want.” ■

Pa
t R

ob
er

tso
nLt. Brady Branham said Hank has the potential to become an important 

part of SCDNR’s canine team. Below: SCDNR’s dogs are trained to lie 
down and stare when they find objects related to their search efforts.
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Drumming 
it up on the 

Pamlico Sound
■ By Dusty Wilson

The old drum run 
peaks this month.
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From summer 
through fall, 
schools of adult redfish – often referred to as old drum or bull 
redfish – school up outside Outer Banks inlets and begin to 
infiltrate the Pamlico Sound itself as the urge to spawn propels 
them inward to suitable grounds closer to the rivers that flow 
into the sound. Those caught here in July will be a blessing for 
early-bird anglers vying for the first wave. But these numbers 
will steadily increase as more and more fish arrive and peak in 
September when pre-spawn, spawning, and post spawn fish are 
all available. 

“September is the prime spawn month,” said Mitchell Blake 
(252-495-1803), who runs FishIBX Guide Service. “September 
gives you the opportunity to see a mass of fish, spawning 
groups I should say. And it gives you the opportunity to see big 
fish. The trophy redfish, those fish in the 40- to 45-inch range 
are a common occurrence. And there’s a lot of them. But you 

also have a shot at fish over 50 inches. 
“This is a much more broad fishery than it used to be.  What 

used to be only a late evening soak-bait-kind-of-thing has 
evolved into people chasing these things with artificial lures. 
There is a lot more looking, a lot more hunting, a lot more 
interactions with these fish. And a lot more territory being 
covered. These fish have been caught all over now. From New 
Bern to the open sound on the Neuse River, from Washington 
to the open sound on the Pamlico River, and from Belhaven to 
the open sound on the Pungo River.”

At a glance, the idea that trophy redfish could be found in 
such an expanse is both promising and daunting. But Blake 
said these fish could be anywhere their food is. 

>

Pamlico 
Sound

These big fish are strictly catch-
and-release only, and catching one 

is sure to put a smile on anyone’s 
face. Opposite page: Fly fishing 

is one of the most exciting ways to 
catch bull redfish.
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Drumming it up
on the Pamlico Sound

R
edfish like being in shallow water. And they 
are just as comfortable in a foot of water as 
they are in 25 feet of water. But, they will not 
tolerate fishing pressure when they are shal-
low. That’s why trophy reds are rarely found 
in the creeks of these systems. They like 

shallow water, but not enclosed water. They always have an eye 
on an escape route. Blake said that reds prefer the main river 
body and the shorelines of the open sound. 

One reason redfish prefer to feed in shallower water is 
because their prey has less space to maneuver and escape. 
So they don’t have to work as hard. Blake looks for contour 
changes or breaks that will allow redfish to feed in shallow 
water and drop into a safer depth at a moment’s notice in times 
of pressure. He calls these areas his routes and sets up his boat 
to fish these areas thoroughly. 

“I like to fish shallow because you can cover more water. But 
rule No. 1 of trophy redfishing is looking for bait,” said Blake. 
“Then I look for the contour changes within that area. If the 
bait’s in 2 to 3 feet of water and the water’s not disturbed, that’s 
where I’m going to fish. If it’s in 25 feet of water, that’s where 
I’m going to fish. 

“What I prefer is to visually see the fish chasing bait and 
busting it on the surface,” he said. “You get schools of fish in 
September and they’re hungry. All that competition for food 
puts on a show. But you can use your electronics as a tool as 

well, especially to find large schools of menhaden. If you’re 
confident in your electronics and your ability to read them and 
you’re not seeing the fish, they’re not there.”

Blake’s go-to method for working a pod of menhaden is a pop-
ping cork and soft plastic. This is a tried-and-true combination 
that exploits the redfish’s competitive nature by mimicking 
the noise made by feeding fish. They simply will not tolerate 
another fish eating its food. This works on fish already busting 
bait as well as calling in fish from quite a distance. 

Blake often ties a natural-colored swimbait underneath a pop-
ping cork because the most common baits attacked are men-
haden or mullet. A ¼- to ½-ounce jighead with a sturdy hook 
will be needed. However, if he notices shrimp fleeing before a 
feeding red, a soft plastic imitation of that variety is in order.  

“I like a big popping cork that makes a lot of noise,” said Blake. 
“I’ll tie it to a 30-pound braided main line and tie on a 5- to 
6-inch swimbait or 4-inch shrimp with 3 feet of 40- to 50-pound 
fluorocarbon leader. I like to pop it hard on a stiff rod to the 
point it might seem too aggressive to some people. But I want 
them to hear and see me coming from 50 feet away.

“A popping cork will work in rough, choppy water. But that 
does cut down on its effectiveness,” said Blake. “It’s times like 
this I’ll go with a big lipless crankbait like a 1-ounce saltwater 
Rat-L-Trap. It has big rattles and makes a lot of noise that the 
fish can hear underwater. I like to rip it off the bottom and let 
it free fall. It makes the fish think something is feeding and 

This time of year, multiple hookups with extra-
large redfish are not at all uncommon. Opposite 

page: Getting an early start usually means get-
ting a quick bend in your fishing rod.
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they’re missing out. I like natural colors and the exact opposite, 
really bright colors, especially if I’m fishing in deep water.”

Although artificial lures have become the hip and modern way 
to catch trophy reds, the classic cut-bait-and-wait method still 
has its place. For starters, it’s really the only strategy when fish-
ing late evening or night because of not being able to see the 
fish’s activity. And a lot of people prefer the after hours angle for 
tradition or comfort. Also, windy days can make lure delivery 
and boat maneuvering an inefficient chore. Not to mention 
that casting big rods all day is very taxing on the body. 

 “I use the good ol’ Owen Lupton rig when I’m fishing cut bait 
— it’s the only legal rig allowed when fishing for trophy redfish,” 
said Blake. “Most of the time I look for a good hard bottom near 
the baitfish so your rig’s not sitting in the muck. Then I look 
for a good transition from shallow to deep where there is a sec-
ondary underwater point and fan cast around this area. I’ll go 
with menhaden or mullet to bait up with. But it has to be fresh, 
that’s the key. 

“There are also times when I know there’s fish in the area 
and they’re just not 
responding to lures. That’s 
when you have to give 
them what they want. If 
you put it on his nose, he 
won’t turn it down.” ■

Bulls on the fly >

DustyWilson of Raleigh 
is a lifelong outdoorsman. 
He is the manager 
of Tarheel Nursery in 
Angier, and can be 
followed on his blog at 
InsideNCFishing.com. 

www.mirrolure.com
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In the minds of most anglers, 
fly fishing conjures visions of pristine 

mountain streams where knee deep water is dotted with trout. 
These fish can be handled on relatively delicate tackle and 
fooled with offerings that measure from an inch long down to 
impossible-to-find-if-you-drop-it size. But over the years, the 
world of saltwater fly fishing has exploded. And this gives way to 
yet another spin on trophy redfishing.

The saltwater flats of the Florida Keys were the beginning and 
ending of saltwater fly fishing during the bonefish and tarpon 
boom in the 50s. But these days, a fly fishing purist can catch 

anything on the fly, from false albacore to sharks. And manu-
facturers have plenty of tailormade tackle to make it happen. 

Blake prefers to use a system 
that mimics the effectiveness 
of the popping cork, but is 
scaled down for fly fishing. 

“We can catch them just like 
you can on spinning gear, 
using the same techniques,” 
said Blake. “Gary Dubiel has a 
Pop-N-Fly combo that you can 
buy. Or you can make your 
own combo, which is what I 
prefer to do. I use a floating 
mainline and tie it to a smaller 
cork. I make the cork with a 
concave opening to make it as 
loud as I can and I put rattles in 
it. Then, I tie a couple of feet of 
30-pound fluorocarbon leader 
to a big half-and-half fly in a 
shrimp or baitfish pattern.” 

Blake prefers a 9-weight rod 
for taking on bulls, but isn’t 
concerned with the length. 
Whatever the angler can 
handle to get the fly out as far 
as possible is fine. 

A stripping glove or finger 
guard will come in handy. 
Once an angler strip sets to 
drive home the hook after the 
take, a bull red will pick up the 
loose line in a hurry and burn 
fingers. Making sure that line 
is free of obstructions will be 
paramount. After the fish is on 
the reel, anglers will need to 
watch the knuckles on their 
reeling hand during runs. ■

Drumming it up
on the Pamlico Sound

ON A TRAILER OR LIFT…
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It’s a big thrill to catch 
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Sound & sea >
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freshen up your
saltWater techniQues

s altwater anglers can some-
times develop a bit of arro-
gance. I didn’t realize how bad 
I had gotten until family life led 

me to reconnect with freshwater fishing, 
which I had been away from for nearly 
15 years. 

Years of fishing mostly offshore, with 
a few trout, flounder, and drum trips 
mixed in had caused me to develop some 
sort of weird bias against fishing in lakes, 
streams, and ponds, which was what 
I grew up doing. Thankfully, I saw the 
error of my ways. 

While fishing for mountain trout and 
largemouth bass hasn’t supplanted my 
desire to catch fish that swim in the 
ocean, I’m happy to say that I enjoy it 
all, once again. What’s more, learning 
new techniques to catch freshwater fish 
(seems that a lot has changed in nearly 
two decades) has helped me develop as a 
saltwater angler too, especially with light 
tackle. It can be helpful to you too. Here’s 
one way how.

People who are proficient at catching 
freshwater trout and bass are very often 
wizards when it comes to fishing with 
light line. Fly fishermen especially are 
extremely adept at making light line 
connections that don’t diminish much of 
their line’s rated strength.

Which Knot?
We have a bit of a cushion when it 

comes to fishing offshore, and you are 
trolling 30- or 50-pound outfits for 
dolphin, often with leaders constructed 
out of 100-pound mono or No. 9 wire. 
Even if you hook a monster, the drag on 
the reel is generally set well beneath the 
rated breaking strength of the line. If 
you are wading a river in Western North 
Carolina and the fish are spooky, you 
may well have to go to a 6x or 7x tippet 
to get a bite. A 7x tippet has an average 
breaking strength of 2.2 pounds. And it’s 
feasible to hook a trout that weighs well 
over that in a bigger river. It’s a different 
experience entirely, but it comes down 

to making good connections and using 
your tackle appropriately.

I struggled with one of my bass fishing 
connections for most of a season. My 
problem was finding a knot that con-
nected braid to my fluorocarbon that 
not only held a good amount of strength, 
but also slipped through the guides on 
my baitcasting rods. I spent a lot of time 
experimenting with Uni-to-Uni con-
nections, Albright knots, and the Slim 
Beauty. But I was less than enthralled 
with all of the results.

The loop-to-loop connection was the 
winner out of the bunch due to retained 
strength. But I just wasn’t happy with 
the size of the knot that created the 
loop in the fluorocarbon. I had to leave 

Chris Burrows

Line-to-leader connections used 
in freshwater can work well for 
saltwater anglers too.

FRESHWATER TIPS FOR SALTY ANGLERS

Chris Burrows

sounD 
& sea

Chris Burrows  began his charter fi shing 
career out of Charleston and Georgetown, 
SC, but moved to Brunswick County, NC 
in 2005.  He currently runs Wing & Fish 
Company in Shallotte and is involved with 
fi sheries management at the federal level, 
but still fi shes recreationally whenever he 
gets a free second.
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the leader outside of the top guide when casting, which either 
drastically reduced my casting accuracy or forced me to fish 
a shorter leader than I wanted. This wasn’t a setup I would be 
comfortable chasing drum or specks with. Eventually I decided 
I had to find a better way.

The Nail Knot
A knot based on the venerable fly-fishing connection known 

as the “Nail Knot” saved the day. I tied Nail Knots religiously 
in the era of my life where I lived in the mountains and chased 
trout all the time. Returning to that hobby, virtually everyone 
has gone to a loop-to-loop since fly line manufacturers started 
selling lines with a loop welded into the end of the line. The 
Nail Knot has all but disappeared. However, it is a strong con-
nection that looks complex at first. With some practice, it 
becomes relatively simple to tie if you use a straw or a purpose-
made tool. 

The Nail Knot is perfect for attaching a thinner diameter line 
to a thicker one, with the wraps of the knot being made from 
the thinner line around the thicker line. Fly fishermen use it to 
attach backing or their monofilament leader to thick plastic fly 
line. In this case, braided line forms the wraps around a fluoro-
carbon leader. 

I started by simply tying the Nail Knot between the two lines 
and testing. Sometimes this worked, but sometimes it slipped 
off. After all, fluorocarbon and PowerPro are both very slick 
lines. I experimented with a different number of wraps, but 
always to the same result. Then I tried something a bit different 
and got exactly the result I wanted on the first try. Subsequent 
tests gave the exact same result. 

Proper tool helps
I tied the Nail Knot first, using 10 to 12 wraps around my Nail 

Knot tool. I made sure I left plenty of the tag end on both lines 
as well. I pulled the Nail Knot tight, to a point that it wouldn’t 
back off. But I stopped short of cinching it down completely, 
and making the knot “pop” into place. Then, with the tag end of 
the fluorocarbon, I tied a five turn Uni knot around the braid. 
I pulled it about 80 percent tight but didn’t pop it into place 
either. I then slowly put pressure on the running end of each 
line to pull the knots together and only then did I pop each 
knot to cinch them down completely. I put two half-hitches on 
the end of each knot, pulling them down as far as I could. Then 
I used my nippers to cut the tag ends as close as possible. 

While I haven’t put the breaking strength of the connection 
on the scale just yet, it more than passed the test where you put 
on leather gloves and try to break it yourself. What I found was 
a very solid knot where the castability of the connection far 
exceeds any braid-to-fluorocarbon knot that I had previously 
tried. It worked great on my last trip to the pond to catch bass. 
And it has already landed red drum well above the slot limit 
with no issues.

Keep an open mind
I adore fluorocarbon leaders. If there has ever been a magic 

bullet when it comes to leader material, that is it for me. Where 
others are fishing tiny traces of fluorocarbon or mono, or even 

going directly to 
the hook with the 
braid, I want a few feet of fluorocarbon, always. It sinks, and I 
swear the fish don’t see it like they see other leader material. 
Now I can pretty much fish any length of leader that I want, and 
I don’t have to worry about a knot being inside the guides on my 
baitcasting rod. 

I like to use a sliding popping cork with live shrimp in the fall 
and early winter for specks. And I know that this is where this 
new (to me, anyway) knot is going to pay off the most. That 
setup demands a long leader, because bobber stops simply 
don’t work with braided line. I can fish pretty much any length 
leader that I want now, with the stopper knot as far up the line 
as I desire, and I don’t have to worry about it.

We can learn a lot from anglers who don’t even fish in saltwa-
ter. They fish in different places, oftentimes for species that we 
have never seen in person. Some of them are incredibly good at 
what they do. You might be surprised at how well some of their 
tricks translate to what we do in tidal creeks, sounds, the pier, 
or even offshore. A modified knot that came with knowledge I 
got early in my fly-fishing days is just one example of informa-
tion that can be picked up if you just keep an open mind. ■

The right tool helps:
The Nail Knot is one of the strongest fishing knots 
an angler can tie. It appears complicated at first, 
but you can make quick work of it when using a 
knot-tying tool specifically made for the job.
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on By Dusty Wilson
the rivers of North Carolina’s Albemarle Sound, 
September is catching time, and healthy white 

perch are the main ingredient in a mixed bag fishery. According 
to guide Jeff Onley of Edenton, N.C., you only need a couple of 
baits and a steady retrieve.

“If we’re catching 50 to 100 fish, it’s going to be mostly white 
perch,” said Onley (252-333-6524), owner and operator of Albe-
marle Fishing Charters. “But we’ll catch yellow perch, flounder, 
redfish, and largemouth as well. I’m fishing mainly in the North 
River, the Little, and the Perquimans. But, I will fish the Chowan 
and Pasquotank if a client asks.”

Onley prefers to start at the mouth of one of these rivers and 
work his way back until he finds a thick school of perch. He casts 
right into the shorelines, amongst the cypress knees, where the 
water is about a foot and a half deep. The mouths of the creeks 
that flow into the river are particular points of interest.  

uncle Jesse’s lure
“I’m catching them totally on an Uncle Jesse’s Lure,” said Onley. 

“They’re made by a local lure maker, Morris Bait and Tackle, and 

can be found in the local tackle shops. It’s a double-bladed spin-
nerbait with an oblong weight in the middle and a hook at the 
bottom. If an angler can’t get to those, I would suggest a John-
son’s Beetle Spin in 1⁄8 ounce. It has a strong hook for the redfish. 
I tip both of these baits with a tidbit of shrimp. One small shrimp 
is enough to use about 4 times. It doesn’t matter how it looks, it’s 
just for the scent. It definitely picks up the perch bite and doesn’t 
hurt for the other species either.”

Onley ties these lures to 20-pound Power Pro braided line, 
noting that the murky water clarity makes a leader unnecessary. 
The braided line is light enough to enjoy the perch, but strong 
enough to pull redfish away from the cypress knees. Light to 
ultralight rods keep things easy and fun. Onley said a steady 
retrieve is best, keeping the bait in the middle of the water col-
umn. No jigging or erratic movements are needed.

For anglers without a motorized vessel, Onley said the rivers 
of the sound are an excellent kayak fishery with many spots 
available to put in a paddle powered boat. Kayaks can be rented 
through Native Girl Kayaking, an Elizabeth City business servicing 
the Albemarle region. ■

tHe alBeMarle MiX
White perch highlight this mixed bag fi shery

Jeff Onley

White perch are the highlights of Albemarle 
Sound’s September mixed bag fishery, but they 
aren’t the only species biting.

FiShing hotSPotS

reDfish hotspots >
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r By Brian Cope
edfish invade the grass flats throughout 
South Carolina’s lowcountry, and stalking 

them on foot with fly rod in hand is one of the most 
exciting ways to catch them. Many anglers wait for 
the full moon, but it’s possible to catch them this way 
all month long.

Brian Hofstetter of Charleston said this is his favorite 
way of catching redfish. He does it mostly in the eve-
nings due to his schedule, but said mornings can be 
great too. Each day is different because it all depends 
on the tide.

“It’s a great way to spend an evening when the tide 
cycle is right for it. You need the tide to flood into the 
grass, and it has to be an area that has the right bot-
tom. You want it to be a fairly hard bottom which is 
best for crabs to crawl along, and it’s better for wad-
ing too,” he said.

Armed with an 8-weight rod, Hofstetter ties on a fly 
in a relatively small crab pattern to match the area’s 
fiddler crabs, which redfish feast on during high tide.

“The really high 
tides – some 
people call them 
king tides – can be 
great because it 
pushes water into 
areas that aren’t normally under water. So on the full moon and new moon, it can be very produc-
tive. But you can catch them this way on any moon phase. The most important thing is you just 
have to be available to fish during high tide, which obviously changes each day,” he said.

Other than having the right rod and fly pattern, he said it’s all a matter of keeping quiet and low, 
then waiting to see a redfish before making a cast.

“This is all about sight fishing. If you can’t see the fish, you’re just blind casting the whole time. I’ve 
definitely caught them that way before, but it takes a lot more time because you’re casting to areas 
that may not have any fish at all. So you want the tide up to where they are picking crabs off the bot-
tom in water that’s shallow enough for their tails to stick up above the surface,” he said. “Then you just 
make a cast, allow your crab to sink, then start working it back.”

Hofstetter said September can 
be one of the better months to 
sight fish for reds.

“It’s still very much summer 
weather, so it’s still good for 
wading. I like to wear long fish-
ing pants mainly to keep bugs 
off, but you don’t need waders. 
And the water coming in is 
usually cooling down slightly 
this time of year — maybe not 
enough for us to really notice, 
but the fish do, and that helps 
the bite,” he said. ■

Brian Hofstetter shows off 
a lowcountry redfish that 
fell for his crab pattern.

redFiSh hotSPotS

redfisH on tHe fly
Lowcountry tailing redfi sh are perfect for 
sightfi shing with the long rod
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Redfish hotspots

M By Jeff Burleson 
urrells Inlet is well known 
for supporting a sustainable 

population of redfish, and September is a 
perfect time to connect with one of these 
bronzed beauties. And the jetties are one 
of the best places to find them chewing.  

Capt. Tom Cushman of Cush’s Calmwater 
Charters spends nearly every day on the 
water going after just about whatever will 
bite. But, this is one of his prime months 
to target redfish in Murrells Inlet from 
backcountry waters all the way to the jet-
ties along the ocean’s margin.

“September is one of my favorite 
months to fish Murrells Inlet for reds,” 
said Cushman (843-997-5850). “Bait is 
everywhere in September and the reds 
are feasting all over the place. We catch 
them regularly at the jetties and back in 
the creeks.”

Anglers catch redfish in a wide variety of 
places. But the jetties are the best bet for 
hooking into multiple reds in one sitting. 
And fish at the jetties are typically larger 
this time of year. The jetties serve two 
purposes. For one, it is a perfect place for 
redfish to stage up and feed as the tides 
flush out bait from the estuary. But the 
jetties also serve as a barrier to divert the 
migratory fishes moving down the coast. 

Baitfish and some other species are 
beginning to exit the estuaries in the 
north and begin their southern journey as 
they migrate down the Eastern Seaboard. 
These migratory fishes get caught up at 
the jetties. So redfish set up along the 
rocks and feed. 

The larger redfish also migrate down 
the coast this time of year. And the jetties 
provide a great stopping point. Anglers 
can have plenty of action fishing along all sides of the jetties and 
on just about any tide. 

Cushman typically relies on live bait this time of year due to the 
availability of menhaden, shrimp, and mullet in the area. 

“We will use live pogies, finger mullet, and even live shrimp at 
the jetties. The big reds can’t turn down these live baits on the 
bottom,” he said.

Cushman uses a Carolina rig with just enough lead to get the 
baits to the bottom. He prefers to fish in areas with a current 
seam or somewhere the fish can ambush their prey.

 Anywhere along the rocks on the inside or the outside can 
provide excellent places to sink a live bait. But, one of the best 
spots will always be the last third of the jetties on either side. It is 
always a killer place to land a fat redfish in September. ■

Hot redfish action
at the Murrells Inlet jetties Redfish like this are a dime 

a dozen along Murrells 
Inlet’s jetties in September.

Tom Cushman

Small craft advisory >
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t hough the association is rarely 
made, it would seem that fish-
ing boats capable of maneu-
vering in just inches of water 

would go hand in hand with fish that 
can be completely submerged in just 
inches of water. Obviously we’re talking 
about kayaks and flounder. 

Often, kayak anglers treat flounder the 
same way as any other inshore angler, 
regardless of the watercraft underneath. 
Most flounder are caught incidentally 
while fishing for redfish or trout. Flounder 
are not an unwelcome species. On the 
contrary, most anglers relish flounder 
for their respectable fight on the rod and 
their excellent qualities on the table. 
But only a handful of anglers specifically 
target flounder. And only a percentage of 
those do so from a paddle boat. 

Factor in reduced open seasons, 
increased size limits and diminished creel 
limits and it’s understandable that floun-
der have waned in popularity as a stand-

alone fish to target from a paddleboat.
One of the most reliable signs of fall 

along the coast happens when inshore 
water temperatures begin to wane and 
scads of mullet and other baitfish (and 
shrimp) species migrate out of the creeks. 
Along the same time, flounder species, 
of which there are three that call the 
Carolinas home, begin to make their way 
from the estuaries and creeks to their 
eventual offshore wintering grounds. 

looK for signs
Few paddleboat anglers realize that just 

like flounder gigging, it’s very possible 
to sight fish for flounder from a kayak. 
That’s not necessarily done by seeing the 
fish, but by recognizing the signs that 
flounder are in the area. 

A flounder is the only fish that can 
ambush bait in just 6 inches of water 
without the angler ever seeing the fish. 
That’s one indicator – a splash right 
next to the bank with no back out of the 

water, like a redfish. The other indicators 
are birds. When paddling along a quiet 
bank in really skinny water and you see 
several birds staring down at the water, 
that’s probably going to mean a flounder 
is working that bank.

Another tip for finding fall flounder 
from a kayak is to look for culvert pipes 
in the backwaters where most power-
boats can’t get.

A culvert that’s moving water from one 
side of a road to another, the kind you 
see off the side of the road when driv-
ing out to barrier islands, are potential 
flounder fishing hotspots.

 Another location is anywhere you have 
some type of impoundment like a pond 

Phillip Gentry
focus on flounDer
FLOUNDERING AROUND TAKES ON NEW MEANING THIS MONTH

September is a great month for 
chasing flounder from a kayak.

Phillip Gentry

small craft 
aDvisory

Phillip Gentry of Waterloo, S.C.,says if 
it swims, walks, hops, fl ies or crawls, he’s 
usually not too far behind.
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Flounder are gregarious fish. If they bit like redfish, you’d regu-
larly see a lot more flounder in magazines and on social media 
than you do. The problem with flounder is the way they attack 
prey by latching on to the bait first and then positioning it to go 
down it’s throat. That tendency makes them more difficult than 
most fish to hook and often leads novice anglers to believe that 
flounder won’t take large baits. Nothing could be further from 
the truth.

It takes patience to consistently hook flounder. A good rule of 
thumb is the larger the bait, the longer the wait before setting 
the hook.

For the average shallow water, legal-sized flounder that takes 
a 2- to 3-inch mud minnow, it’s best to start the countdown as 
soon as you feel the bite  anywhere from 10 to 30 seconds.

When fishing a deeper water drop-off for doormat flounder, 
up the ante to a 5- to 6-inch bait like a mullet or other baitfish. 
Under those circumstances, the wait extends anywhere from a 
minute to two full minutes.

After the initial bite, bring the rod tip up just to make sure the 
fish is still there and hasn’t changed his mind and spit the bait. 
You don’t want to aggravate the fish, just confirm he’s still down 
there chewing.

Look for the two tell-tale signs that it’s time to set the hook. The 

first would be if the fish turns and starts to swim off at any time 
during the wait. The second is reaching the appointed time.

Then comes the hardest part in flounder fishing from a kayak. 
You’ve done everything right and gotten the fish to take the bait. 
You’ve waited the allotted time to make sure the hook is in the 
fish’s mouth and not hanging outside somewhere. Now it’s time 
to rip some lips.

But, when flounder fishing, it’s best not to set the hook in the 
conventional sense. When using a kahle hook, which works simi-
lar to, but provides a lot more hook-ups than, a circle hook, just 
start cranking the reel handle and let the hook sink itself. 

Now, throw all that advice out the window when fishing artifi-
cial baits.

The bite on an artificial lure is a reaction bite, like a largemouth 
bass. The fish on the other end is not going to hold on to the bait 
and attempt to chew it down to the hook. 

On an artificial bait bite, you set the hook and hope the treble 
hook or soft plastic hook finds it’s mark. At times, a flounder will 
latch on to an artificial bait and hold on to it during the fight to 
the kayak, only to open it’s mouth and let go at the surface. 

One way to provide a little insurance when fighting a flounder 
from a kayak is to stand up and let the fish dive as it approaches 
boat side, then lift the rod tip straight up. Since flounder swim 

on their sides, any hook that is beneath 
the fish when the line is pulled up verti-
cally has a better chance of hooking into 
the fish. ■

hoW to hooK a flounDer

or lagoon. Fish the side where the water 
is moving. The rushing water on either 
side of the pipe creates deeper holes. And 
flounder love to hang out in those holes 
when the water is dumping into them. 

Those locations are also prime for 
kayak fishing because they’re usually 
way back in a creek somewhere, hard 
to reach by motor boat, and you can get 
downstream where most bank anglers 
can’t reach.

Finally, the classic sandy areas that offer 
ambush points where flounder can lie 

downcurrent is a great place to target 
flounder, particularly when baitfish are 
migrating heavily in those areas.

The junction of two creeks is ideal, 
especially if there’s a sandy bottom and 
some oyster rake or other structure 
where flounder can hide. Stake out the 
kayak downcurrent from the intersection 
and cast up current, working the bait 
along the bottom back to the boat. ■

Best Bets
north carolina
WHAT — Flounder
WHERE — Lower Cape Fear River
HOW — Cast finger mullet on Carolina 

rigs around boat docks, piers, old wharf 
pilings or piles of rubble.

LAUNCH — Numerous access points 
from Snow’s Cut to Southport. Check 
www.ncpaws.org/ncwrcmaps/boatingac-
cessareas

INSIDER TIP — Always carry a net when 
flounder fishing from a kayak, and net the 
fish head-first.

south carolina
WHAT — Flounder
WHERE — Grand Strand
HOW — Hook finger mullet on a size 2/0 

or 3/0 stand-up circle jighead and cast to 
the base of dock pilings or the edges of 
oyster rakes. Slowly hop the bait back to 
the boat. Trolling is another good strategy.

LAUNCH — Find boat launches at www.
horrycounty.org/Departments/ParksAn-
dRecreation/Boating

INSIDER TIP — A 5-inch suspending 
jerkbait is a great tool when flounder are 
being finicky, grabbing bait but quickly 
spitting the hook. It’s hard to argue with 
three sets of treble hooks.

Patience is the key when you 
get a flounder to take the bait.

sWansBoro flounDer >
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D By Craig Holt
uring North Carolina’s one-fish-per-day, Sept. 
1-30, 2022 season, guides such as Capt. Jeff 

Cronk (336-558-5697) and Capt. Mike Taylor (252-725-
2623) of Swansboro’s Fish ‘N 4 Life Charters will help 
anglers catch their limit at central-coast venues.

Favorite local spots include docks at Morehead City, 
the Beaufort Waterfront, Taylor’s Creek, the big-ship 
ports, Morehead City sea wall and rock piles along the 
Intracoastal Waterway. 

“The three main places to look for flounder in sum-
mer are channels, boat docks and bridge pilings,” 
Cronk said.

Best flounder docks have crab traps (suspended and 
tied to docks) and those with fish-cleaning tables.

“People drop scraps off into the water and a lot of 
times they’ll draw flounder, bluefish and ladyfish. But 
flounder will be on the bottom beneath them, wait-
ing for food,” he said.

Cronk and Taylor mainly use live 3- to 5-inch finger 
mullets, impaled on Kahle hooks as baits. They 
employ ½- to ¼-ounce barrel weights, depending 
on tide strength tied to a 2- to 2½-foot long leader 
above the hooks.

“It helps when water is moving during tide changes, 
especially when it falls out,” Taylor said.

“When the tide falls, the fish stage behind docks and 
bridge supports where the current makes holes (in 
the bottom). When the tide’s coming in, you reverse 
where you fish because the tide makes holes on the 
other side of structure.”

Flounder, ambush bottom-feeders, aren’t easy to 
catch with a hook and line. It’s somewhere north of 
trying to detect a sheepshead’s bite.

“A flounder will grab a bait and lock down tight,” 
Cronk said. “I give ’em 10 seconds before I set the 
hook. I put my reel in free spool or flip the bail. You 
don’t set the hook because as soon as he feels you, 
he’ll spit it out. He’ll swim after he locks down on the 
leader. But if he feels something’s not right, he’ll open 
his mouth and expel the hook and bait.

“That’s when his teeth will scale a mullet when you 
pull the bait through his teeth. Flounders do not scale 
mullets in their mouths.” 

North Carolina’s one-fish per person daily creel limit 
has a 15-inch minimum size limit. ■

sWansBoro 
flounder
NC’s central coast fl atfi sh are 
ready for season

North Carolina anglers are 
eager for the start of the 
2022 flounder season.

Flounder hotSPotS
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N By Jerry Dilsaver 
orth Carolina’s 2022 flounder season 
will only last the month of September 

and with a daily limit of only one flounder, it 
will be difficult to fill your freezer. Still, many 
fishermen will try. This is fishing and nothing 
is guaranteed, but southeastern N.C., with its 
abundance of ocean and inshore flounder 
habitat, is arguably the top spot in the state 
for flounder. It has not only good numbers of 
flounder, but also large ones.

The waters of Snows Cut, which connect the 
Intracoastal Waterway to the Cape Fear River 
at Carolina Beach, gave up the current state 
record 20-pound, 8-ounce flounder to Harold 
Auten in 1980. Some folks believe this is where 
the flounder that one day displaces Auten’s 
record will be caught.

Capt. Dennis Barbour of Island Tackle and 
Hardware (910-458-3049) in Carolina Beach 
said they have been seeing good numbers 
of doormat flounder already this year. The 
closed season required them to be released to 
continue growing. Barbour said in addition to 
Snows Cut, numerous artificial reefs, blockade 
runner wrecks and rock structure in the ocean 
hold nice flounder. And they often lie waiting 
in the inlets and inshore around the many 
oyster rocks, bulkheads, spoil islands, docks 
and other structure in the Cape Fear River and 
numerous creeks that feed it.

Live bait is king
“I’m a live bait guy, and I like big live baits,” Bar-

bour said. “I’ll fish baits, like king mackerel-size 
pogies and corn cob mullet that many people 
think are too large. But they keep the bait 
thieves at bay and attract larger flounder. Fish-
ing these baits takes a lot of patience. But they 
catch flounder – big flounder. A flounder will 
grab a large bait and settle back to the bottom, sometimes hold-
ing it until it stops struggling before turning it to swallow it. He has 
to turn the bait to head-first to be able to swallow it. And if you try 
to set the hook too quickly, you’ll miss and pull the bait away.”

Barbour said flounder typically hold around structure, but also 
move across bare bottom heading into the Cape Fear River to 
spawn. Current that carries baitfish is the key to catching them. 
And the Cape Fear is a large river with a 4- to 6-foot tide range 
and predictable tidal currents. The currents are strong in the 

channels, but some places allow getting out of the stronger cur-
rents. These places are where Barbour prefers to fish.  

Barbour uses his own Carolina rigs and prefers to fish low tide 
when it first begins rising, and high tide when it first begins fall-
ing. During these times, the current is light and the water is mov-
ing slow. The flounder know this too and usually feed actively. ■

Big flounder frenzy
Southeastern NC is home to trophy flatfish Jon Hall caught this Cape 

Fear River flounder during 
NC’s 2021 flounder season.

flounder hotspots
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foam
Fishing in the

Piers, beaches 
provide great fishing 

in the surf.■ By Phillip Gentry

Phillip Gentry
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John selwanes has always been intrigued by 
what may or may not be swimming within 
casting distance oF the surF. 

A native of Raleigh, N.C., Selwanes became entranced with 
coastal fishing at a young age and began spending much of his 
spare time on the coast.

Pier fishing is a passion for Selwanes as well as surf fishing 
from any beach in either North or South Carolina. In 2013, 
while he was still in high school, he created a website dedicated 
to coastal fishing from the shore aptly named Carolina Shore 
Fishing. The site hosts all of his video and YouTube experiences 
with coastal fishing.

The young outdoors social influencer said the month of 
September is one of his favorite months for both pier and 
beach fishing, giving him two different angles to attack the 
surf. With the mullet run in its beginning stages, Selwanes 
concentrates most of his efforts from Carolina and Wrightsville 
Beaches in North Carolina down to Myrtle Beach and 
Georgetown in South Carolina.

“Finger mullet are showing up within cast net range of the 
shore. So getting bait isn’t hard to do,” he said. “My go-to tackle 
is a 12-foot heavy to extra-heavy surf rod with a Heaver level 
wind reel spooled with 20-pound mono line. I use a length 
of 50-pound mono for shock leader and vary the length of it 
depending on what species I’m after and whether I’m on the 
pier or on the beach.”

sPanish maCkeRel 
and BlUefish

Selwanes said to expect both of these species to be heavy 
in the surf line and beyond starting first of the month. He 
targets Spanish and blues using artificial lures and prefers 
to present them in a more vertical manner. So one of the 
many piers on the Carolina coast will be his destination 
of choice.

“Generally speaking, the South Carolina piers are taller 
than those in North Carolina,” he said. “When you see a 
lot of cannonball jellyfish washing around outside the surf 
line, conditions are right for Spanish and blues due to the 
water clarity.”

His go-to baits are either Gotcha plugs or a homemade 
mackerel tree that he can jig up and down to entice 
bites. Very similar to a Sabiki rig, he makes his own using 
40- to 60-pound mono line and 1/0 long-shank Aberdeen 
hooks. He prefers either silver or gold hooks and dresses 
the hooks in airline tubing, ribbon, or drinking straws to 
match the color of the glass minnows and grass shad the 
fish are feeding on.

“The North Carolina piers are better for casting the 
Gotcha plugs because they’re lower to the water,” he said. 
“It’s blind casting, trying to entice a reaction bite in the 
clear water. You’ll see a preference in the pier anglers of 
which side of the pier to target – North or South – depend-
ing on the direction of migration of the fish.

Bottom fish >

Selwanes prefers a mackerel tree, a rig similar to a 
sabiki rig, to jig for Spanish mackerel off the pier. 
OppOsite page: Learning to read structure on a 

beach will help increase your catch rates. 

Courtesy John Selwanes
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Fishing in the foam

Bottom fish
September is a great month to target all manner of bottom 

fish that live in or near the surf zone. These include whiting, 
flounder, pompano, spots and croaker. Selwanes targets these 
fish from the beach through the surf. His bait of choice for bot-
tom feeders is sand fleas. He can gather these in the receding 
waves on the beach with a rake.

Reading the beach is an important part of knowing where bot-
tom fish will congregate. 

“I look for deeper holes and troughs,” he said. “Most of the 
time, you’ll find a good trough just past the surf line. And that’s 
a great place to use sand fleas.”

A secondary location may be behind the second bar that typi-
cally forms off Carolina beaches behind where the waves start 
to build.

“These areas change constantly. So you won’t find anything 
on a map to tell you where the holes are. It’s best to scout these 
out on low tide and make notes and come back when the water 
is coming up. 

Selwanes’ favorite rig for bottom fish is a Pompano rig. It is a 
standard two-hook rig with enough weight to hold in the cur-
rent. A brightly colored Styrofoam float keeps the bait up off 
the bottom.

Courtesy John Selwanes

Courtesy John Selwanes

Phillip Gentry
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Redfish and Sharks
Selwanes has a pretty good theory about the habits of feed-

ing redfish in the surf zone. Spanish and blues start the chain 
by feeding on minnows, shrimp and pretty much everything 
that comes in range. Due to their slash feeding, pieces of 
half-eaten or wounded bait makes its way to the bottom 
in the wash where they are cleaned up by bottom fish. Any 
congregation of bottom fish will draw larger redfish to feed 
on them. It’s for this reason that cut mullet, croaker, whiting or 
spots make great redfish bait in the surf zone.

Holding these baits in place requires 6- to 10-ounce weights. 
He uses snelled 10/0 offset circle hooks on a short 80-pound 
leader. He’s not a fan of steel leader because he believes it inhib-
its the natural movement of the bait in the water. Reds will 
spook from that.

“You’re going to catch and lose a fair number of sharks when 
fishing for redfish in the surf,” he said. “It’s best to come pre-
pared with a handful of pre-snelled hooks so you can tie back 
on quickly when a shark bites the leader off.”

If he decides to go for sharks, he will use the same beach 
setup with 20 to 50 feet of 100- to 200-pound shock leader con-

nected to a length of 135-pound coated steel leader and the 
10/0 circle hook.

“From the beach, you’re in easy range of a number of sharks 
that will go up to 5 feet in length,” he said. “Sandbars, black-
tips, spinners, and a lot of 
Atlantic sharpnose sharks 
are the norm. Plus you can 
get into some good-sized 
stingrays,” he said. ■

John Selwanes from Carolina Shore Fishing displays a nice redfish 
he caught fishing from the beach. Opposite page: Expect to weed 
through a number of coastal sharks, some as large as 5 feet, when 
redfishing from the beach. Opposite page, bottom: Gotcha plugs 
and shiny spoons are great for casting to schooling Spanish mackerel 
and bluefish from either the pier or beach. 

Courtesy John Selwanes

Phillip Gentry is a 
freelance outdoor writer 
and photographer who 
says that if it swims, 
walks, hops, flies or 
crawls he’s usually not 
too far behind.

Carolina Shore 
Fishing >

https://millenniummarine.com/
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Carolina Shore Fishing is primarily focused on fishing the 
waters of North and South Carolina and is run by John Selwanes. 
Selwanes has been fishing since he could hold onto a rod. Begin-
ning with learning the world of freshwater fishing, he discovered 
what would quickly become a passion of his – saltwater fishing.

Selwanes journeys across the Carolinas in search of his next fish-
ing adventure, with camera and video recorder in hand to record 
and share what he’s learned. Carolina Shore Fishing’s mission is 
to spread the joys of fishing the Carolinas in an entertaining and 
informative format. 

From fishing reports to destination information, the website is a 
resource for Carolina anglers looking to learn how to fish or how 
to take their fishing game to the next level. The site is packed 
with video tips of gear, baits, tackle and knowledgeable, insider 
information that will prove invaluable once you hit the beach.

Youtube.com/carolinashorefishing offers personalized video 
instruction on how to prepare, present, and execute strategies to 
help you catch more fish. 

Both before and after, get tips on what gear to take with you on 
your next outing as well as how to cook your catch, should you 
decide to keep a few fish for the table.

For more information, tips, destinations, and tackle, visit you-
tube.com/carolinashorefishing. ■

Carolina
Shore Fishing

October 1-22

THE MACK IS BACK
First Place
$15,000

abkingmack.com

September 30th: 6-10pm
 Captain’s Meeting and
 Sponsor Appreciation Event
October 22nd: 6pm
 Award’s Banquet

A nonprofit 
organization 
supporting the
ABFD

Tom Hemby Real Estate
presents the Performance East
Atlantic Beach King Mackerel
Fishing Tournament

abkingmack.com

We Fish for Life

A website dedicated to the Carolina 
surf angler, Carolina Shore Fishing 

offers great tips and videos to help 
you catch more fish.

Courtesy John Selwanes

Fishing in the foam

http://www.abkingmack.com
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SALTWATER

FRESHWATER

FISH Species (Inland waters)	 Minimum Size Limit	 Creel Limit (per day)

Crappie/Panfish +	 None	 30 bream (15 red- 
			   breast), 20 crappie

Largemouth, smallmouth, 	 none largemouth
spotted, redeye,  bass%	 12” smallmouth	 5 lg/sm/r, 15 spots

Channel catfish	 No restrictions	 None

Blue catfish	 Only 2 fish longer than	 25 fish per day

		  32 inches per day

Flathead catfish	 No restrictions	 None

Striped bass or hybrid bass	 Varies by location&%	 Varies by location&%

Mountain Trout 	 +	 5

White bass	 None	 10 (except Sav. River)

Walleye and sauger+	 None	 8

TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout 
to middle of fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of 
body from tip of upper jaw to fork of the tail).

+ See specific lake and river exceptions in SCDNR’s Regulations Digest

% For lake-specific regulations, see the SCDNR’s Regulations Digest or visit 
www.dnr.sc.gov. Keeper season in the Santee Cooper system is Oct. 1-June 15.

& In Lake Russell and its tributaries, the daily creel limit is two fish, only one of which 
may be more than 34 inches long.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES	 Minimum Lengths	 Creel Limit (per person)

Greater amberjack	 28” FL	 1/day
Blue marlin	 99” LJFL	 1/day
White marlin	 66” LJFL	 1/day
Sailfish	 63” LJFL	 1/day
Sharks 	 %	 %
Cobia 	 36” FL	 1/day&
Bluefish	 None	 15/day
Black drum	 14” minimum
		  27” maximum TL	 5/day
Redfish (red drum, channel bass)	 15” minimum
		  23” maximum TL	 2/day
Flounder (state waters)	 16” TL 	 5/day, 10 per boat
Groupers (black and gag)	 24”TL	 1/day
Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth 	 20” TL	 3/day
Speckled hind/Warsaw grouper	 closed	 closed
Red porgy (aka silver snapper, pinky)	 14” TL	 3/day#
King mackerel	 24” FL	 3/day
Spanish mackerel 	 12” FL	 15/day
Sheepshead	 14” 	 10/day (30 per boat)
Spadefish	 None	 20/day (agg. grouper)
Black sea bass  	 13”	 7/day
Dolphin	 20” FL	 10/day (60 per boat)
Yellowfin tuna	 27” CFL	 3/day
Bluefin/Bigeye tuna 	 Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com)
Tarpon	 77” FL	 1/day
Spotted sea trout (speckled)	 14”	 10/day
Weakfish (gray trout)	 12”	 1/day
Wahoo	 None	 2/day
Gray, yellowtail, queen, cubera, dog,		
mahoghany, schoolmaster snapper	 12” TL	 10/day#
Red snapper	 closed	 closed
Mutton snapper	 16” TL (federal waters)	 10/day
Vermillion snapper	 12” TL 	 5/day 

% For shark seasons, bag and size limits, contact NMFS Highly Migratory Species 
Division, 888-872-8862 or hmspermits.noaa.gov. # Check with the SAFMC at www.
safmc.net or 843-571-4366. & Cobia, 1 per person per day up to 6 per boat. Closed 
May 1-31 south of Jeremy Inlet, 1 per person, up to 3 per boat, after June 1 south of 
Jeremy Inlet. # No more than 6 redfish per boat.

Not an official document.  
Refer to SCNDR’s official 
fishing regulations pamphlet 
or www.dnr.sc.gov.

2022
South Carolina
Fishing regulations

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES	 Minimum Lengths	 Creel Limit (per person)

Greater amberjack	 28” FL	 1/day
Blue marlin	 99” LJFL	 1/vessel/trip
White marlin	 66” LJFL	 1/vessel/trip
Sailfish	 63” LJFL	 1/day
Sharks 	 %	 %
Cobia	 36”         	  1 per day*
Bluefish	 none	 & 3/day 5/day
Red drum (channel bass, puppy drum)	 18” min., 27” max.	 1/day
Black drum 	 14” min., 25” max.	 10/day
Flounder  	 15” 	 1/day (Sept. 1-30)
Dolphin (mahi-mahi)	 none	 10/day
Groupers (black and gag)	 24”TL	 1/day
Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth 	 20” TL	 3/day
Speckled hind/Warsaw Grouper	 closed	 closed
Wahoo	 none	 2/day
Red porgy (aka silver snapper, pinky)	 14” TL	 3/day
King mackerel	 24” FL	 3/day
Spanish mackerel 	 12” FL	 15/day
Sea bass (north of Hatteras) 	 12.5” TL	 15/day
Sea bass (south of Hatteras) 	  13” TL	 7/day
Yellowfin/Bigeye tuna	 27” CFL	 3/day
Bluefin tuna 	 Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com)
Spotted sea trout (speckled)	 14”	 4/day
Weakfish (gray trout)	 12” TL	 1/day
Snappers: 	 12” TL	 10/day in
Gray (mangrove), yellowtail, queen,		  federal waters
cubera, dog, mahoghany, schoolmaster	 	  

Sheepshead	 10”	 10/day
Red  snapper	 closed	 closed
Mutton snapper	 16” TL (federal waters)	 10/day
Vermillion snapper	 12” TL	 5/day
Striped bass ^	 28”-35” TL max (ocean)	 1/day
Hickory shad	 None	 10/day

American shad	 closed	 closed

 ^ see NCWRC/NCDMF regs for inshore Management Area limits. % Contact NMFS 
Highly Migratory Species, 888-872-8862, visit hmspermits.noaa.  % 5 bluefish per day 
for recreational anglers on for-hire or charter vessels; 3 bluefish per day otherwise. * 
1 cobia per day, two per vessel for private vessels. 1 per day, up to 4 per vessel for-
hire.

SALTWAtER

FRESHWATER

FISH Species (Inland waters)	 Minimum Size Limit	 Creel Limit (per day)

Crappie +	 None +	 None +

Largemouth, smallmouth,
spotted bass +	 14” (2-fish exception)	 5

Channel catfish	 No restrictions	 None

Blue/Flathead catfish	 No restrictions	 None

Striped bass, hybrid (Bodie) %	 20”	 4 %

Sauger	 15”	 8

White bass	 14”	 10

Walleye#	 None	 8

Muskellunge	 42”	 1

Kokanee salmon	 None	 7

Red drum	 18” min., 27” max.	 1

American and hickory shad	 None	 10 (1 American shad)

Spotted sea trout	 14” min.	 4

Flounder	 Closed	 Closed

TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout to middle of 
fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of body from tip of upper jaw 
to fork of the tail)

+ See specific lake exceptions in NCWRC regulations digest or www.ncwildlife.org
% Striped bass creel limits and size minimums vary by lake. See NCWRC regulations digest or  
www.ncwildlife.org.
# Lake James, minimum size is 15 inches. Lake Gaston, minimum size is 18 inches, creel limit 5.
@ Hook-and-line and flounder giggers restricted to 4 fish per day per trip, 15-inch size minimum.

Not an official document.  
Refer to official fishing regs at 
NCWRC and NCDMF websites.

2022
North Carolina
Fishing regulations



Carolina Sportsman | September 202268
Phillip Gentry

white
perch

Finding value 
in worthless

■ By Phillip Gentry

Fish of ill repute 
has saved many a 
fall fishing trip.
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Twenty or so years ago, not 
very many people knew what a 
white perch was. 

Starting with its misunderstood name, the white perch is not 
a crappie and it’s not a true perch either. Years ago, white perch 
migrated in from saltwater to fresh to do their procreational 
business, then headed back out to the brine. Sounds pretty 
similar to its first cousins, the striped bass and the white bass, 
doesn’t it?

In practice, white perch have a very gregarious nature. They 
move in schools, will eat almost anything, and taste – dare we 
say it – better on the table than either white bass or stripers. 
With all those attributes, the white perch’s Achilles heel is that 
it doesn’t grow very large. Most white perch the average angler 
will encounter is less than 8 inches in length. A 1-pound white 

perch is something to brag about. And a 2 pounder will make 
the state record book.

The white perch also has a dark side. Due to their adaptability, 
they have found their way into nearly every body of water in 
both North and South Carolina (with a little help from anglers), 
where they out-compete many of the native species and have 
been accused of reducing game fish numbers by preying on 
both their eggs and fry.

Accordingly, white perch are not considered game fish and 
no limits apply to angler creel limits when fishing for them in 
either state.

Fanbase is growing >

A white perch over a pound is something to brag about. The 
state records are right around 2 pounds for SC and just under 3 
pounds for NC. Opposite page: Catfish guide Rodger Taylor 
said fishing for white perch is very similar to striper fishing. 
When the bite is on, it’s hard to keep up.

Phillip Gentry
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Fanbase is growing
Anglers fishing for largemouth bass, crappie, stripers, and 

bream don’t particularly care for white perch, owing to their 
small size and propensity to attack baits intended for other 
species. It’s only been in recent years that the white perch has 
developed its own following. Many of these anglers are catfish 
anglers first. They want the white perch to use as bait for blue 
and flathead catfish. But a growing contingent of white perch 
fans are out there. 

Catfish guide Rodger Taylor from Rock Hill, S.C. shared some 
of his insights on patterning white perch.

“Just like any other fish, I start out looking for baitfish,” said 
Taylor. “At the end of the summer, shad start to mass up and 
move into the creeks and just about everything else, including 

white perch, fall right in behind them.”
Taylor said he does best by bottom fishing for white perch 

even on the days when he can see them schooling on the 
surface. His year-round target depth to find white perch is 20 
feet. He finds them at this depth on long points or humps near 
deeper water. His ideal location would be a long tapering point 
that was 20 feet deep at the end of the point before it dropped 
off somewhere about halfway down a major creek arm. 

“These fish stage on these points and when a school of shad 
comes by they’ll tear into them wherever they are. And then I’ll 
move back to the points to go again,” he said. “In fact, I do bet-
ter on bare points with no cover that don’t have bait holding on 
them. It’s just hanging around nearby.”

Taylor said it’s a game of feast or famine. But with so many 
perch to be found, it’s not a long wait till the next feeding time.

Phillip Gentry

Finding value in
Worthless white perch
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Miniature striper fishing
“I’ll fish right on the bottom and when I catch one fish, I can 

usually catch 15 or 20 fish before they move off. Then I can either 
stay put and wait for them to come back or go hunt another 
point. We often refer to this as miniature striper fishing.”

Taylor fishes for white perch using a homemade Sabiki rig 
that has two small gold No. 4 or 6 hooks on a stiff 3- to 4-inch 
leader about a foot or two apart. He uses a ¼- to ½-ounce 
bell sinker at the bottom to hold the rig tight. This causes the 
leaders to stick out from the main line. He baits the hooks and 
drops the rig to the bottom, using several rods set in rod hold-
ers. He said when the fish move in, it’s all he can do to keep one 
rod baited and in the water before he gets a bite.

“This is classic bottom fishing,” said Taylor. “In fact, I don’t even 
reel in when I feel the first bite. Just set the hook and let the rig 
load up with whatever number of hooks you have on the rig.”

Fast action on Lake Russell
Guide Wendell Wilson from Elberton, GA is another white 

perch fan. He’s a little bummed because the white perch have 
pushed out the yellow perch that inhabit his native Lake 
Russell on the SC/GA border. Rather than sulk, he’s learned 
to adapt.

Wilson prefers live medium minnows fished vertically on light 
tackle using a single or double No. 2 or No. 4 light wire gold 
hook on 6-pound test line to catch white perch.

“I might start out with two rods and set them in a rod holder. 
But once you get into the fish, you can’t fish but one rod. The 
action will be that fast,” he said.

Before he decides to deploy rods, Wilson wants to make sure 
he’s in an area with fish. He claims the presence of baitfish at 

depths on or near the bottom will determine if he’s going to fish 
a particular location. And he’s adamant about marking fish on 
the graph before wetting a hook.

“If I don’t see any bait, any shad, down deep, then I’m probably 
not going to fish there,” said Wilson. “As long as the bait is more 
than half way down to the bottom, let’s say I’m looking at 40 
feet of water, and the bait is at least below 20 feet, that’s fine. I’ll 
stop and fish if I see enough bait. And that’s true even without 
seeing any fish.”■

Phillip Gentry is a 
freelance outdoor writer 
and photographer who 
says that if it swims, 
walks, hops, flies or 
crawls he’s usually not 
too far behind.

Lake Gaston

Lake 
Russell

Lake Wylie

Lake Wylie

white perch strategy >

Phillip Gentry

Phillip Gentry

Opposite page: Taylor and buddy Dieter Melhorn demonstrate 
just how many white perch can be caught when conditions are right 
and there’s no legal limit on the fish. Above, right: Taylor uses 
a homemade Sabiki rig to target white perch on bare points and 
humps. Below, right: Guide Wendell Wilson prefers a vertical live 
minnow approach when targeting white perch.
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According to famed catfish guide Zakk Royce from Henrico, N.C. 
on Lake Gaston, catching scads of white perch year-round is not 
a difficult task. Royce said as August rolls over into September 
and throughout the month is one of the better times to catch 
bigger perch. He said the typical perch pattern through the year 
is to find them congregating on long points and humps in very 
typical schooling fish fashion. But as the water cools they move.

“I look for them in the backs of creeks in 10 to 15 feet of water 
when the weather starts to cool off a little at night,” he said. “Not 
all creeks are as good as others. I find the ones with sandy bot-
toms are best.”

The most likely reason for the seasonal move is the number 
of young-of-the-year shad that emerge from cover and can be 
found scattered all over the upper water column during Septem-
ber. Because the bait, and the predators eating them, are so shal-
low it’s nearly impossible to mark fish on the graph. Royce said 
if he’s perch fishing on a calm day, he can often see the perch 
schooling on baitfish, along with other predator fish. Since the 

Lake Gaston guide’s 
white perch 
strategy

Finding value in
Worthless white perch

www.ncseafoodfestival.org
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perch are not stationary as they would normally be during other 
times of the year, he’s developed a trolling tactic to catch them.

“I troll crankbaits for them,” said Royce. “I’ve heard some of the 
crappie guys around the country do the same thing and I use 
the same 200-series and 300-series crankbaits they use.”

Using a three-way swivel, Royce attaches a crappie jig, under-
spin jig, or small safety pin spinnerbait adjusted to run above the 
crank on a shorter leader. He varies the amount of line out from 
longer at the rear of the boat to shorter as he goes up the side of 
the boat.

“The longest line might be 100 to 105 feet back, which dives to 
10 to 12 feet,” he said. “Then each progressive line out is shorter in 
20 to 25-foot increments.”

Royce also recommends changing crankbait colors frequently 
until you find what they like. Some days the bright chartreuse 
and pinks work while the natural colors won’t. And vice versa. He 
can’t explain why. He just changes colors until the fish decide. As 
far as the jig/spin color, he said it’s hard to beat white.

As for the perch themselves, Royce separates them into two 
piles — the fish under a pound that he uses for catfish bait, and 
the fish over a pound that he’s going eat himself. ■

JACKSONVILLE, NC
910-455-2979 • TIDELINEMARINE.COM

One-Stop
Boating
Full Service
Marina
On The Water!

Bait &
Tackle 
Headquarters

Supplies • Service • Sales

Gaston Lake guide Zakk Royce’s crankbait and spinner jig trolling 
tactic is a proven winner for catching white perch.

Phillip Gentry 

Santee stringer >

http://www.tidelinemarine.com
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if 
you can take the heat, excel-
lent fishing exists on lakes 
Marion and Moultrie and the 
rivers feeding water into the 

Santee Cooper system. Plus, it’s time to 
get your deer-gear on.  

schooling bass
Largemouth bass action is literally 

explosive during September. Veteran 
guide and professional angler Brett 
Mitchell said the topwater fishing, and 
bass schooling action, can be excellent 
throughout lakes Marion and Moultrie.

Mitchell said food and habitat are 
the prime focal points when selecting 
where to fish this month. Largemouth 
bass get into serious schooling mode in 
September and the lakes are generally 
full of the current crop of threadfin shad. 

“Shad can be found almost anywhere. 

But the creeks, coves, large flats and 
pockets are generally prime targets,” he 
said. “Availability of cover is a key. Early, 
late and cloudy low-light conditions are 
prime for topwater action. When fish 
are not active on the surface, I’m fish-
ing areas where plenty of forage exists. 
And I’m always looking and listening for 
schooling fish.”

Good topwater choices include topwa-
ter poppers and walk-the-dog type lures. 
Crankbaits and swimming minnow lures 
are productive. Soft plastics are great 
when the schooling action stops but fish 
are still in the area. Wacky rigged worms 
are often a good choice. 

Mitchell (803-379-7029) said a quick 
reaction and getting a lure to surface-
schooling bass is a key to hooking hawgs. 
Otherwise much of the success, or lack of 
same, relates to casting ability.

“At this time of the year, bass are often 
holding tight to cover,” he said. “They can 
be patterned, but often accurate casts 
to tiny targets is the difference between 
culling a limit or simply scratching 
out a few fish. I’ve fished many days at 
this time of the year where a mere few 
inches of accuracy made the difference 
between not knowing a bass was pres-
ent, to hooking several big fish. Between 
schooling action and pinpointing targets, 
September produces excellent action.”

river cats

Terry Madewell
bass, cats and deer 
SANTEE COOPER AREA IS WIDE OPEN FOR SPORTSMEN THIS MONTH

September is an excellent 
month to catch catfish in the 
Santee Cooper system.

Terry Madewell

santee 
stringer

Terry Madewell, of Ridgeway, 
S.C., has been an outdoors 
writer  for more than 30 years. 
He  has a degree in wildlife and 
fi sheries management and has 
a long career as a professional 
wildlife biologist/natural 
resources manager.



www.CarolinaSportsman.com September 2022 | Carolina Sportsman 75

Catfishing can be excellent in the deep waters of 
both lakes. But two often overlooked areas are the 
Wateree and Congaree rivers in the upper end of 
Lake Marion. Both rivers offer miles of potentially 
productive water where anglers can locate and fish 
hidden honey-holes.  

Fed from separate drainage systems, the common-
ality between the two rivers is the excellent catfish-
ing. Localized opportunities vary year to year based 
on upstream rainfall and water conditions. Neither 
river is ‘better’ than the other on a long-term basis. 

Both rivers are prime targets for big blue, flathead 
and scads of channel catfish.

Basic tactics include anchor fishing and drifting. 
However under most conditions, anchoring is the 
most productive choice. Anglers familiar with these 
rivers will anchor around the outside of river bends, 
along shallow shoals near drops and in deep holes. 

Best baits include cut shad, bream and white perch 
for blues or flatheads. Nightcrawlers and stink baits 
produce channel catfish. 

Rainfall, particularly heavy rain from tropical 
systems in September, can raise the water level of 
the rivers and impact the current flow. When flood-
ing occurs and excess water is released from Lake Wateree’s 
tailwater area – and for several miles downstream – produces 
amazing catfish action.

Access to the confluence of the two rivers is good from Packs 
Landing and Low Falls on upper Lake Marion. An access ramp 
sits at the US Hwy. 601 Bridge on the Congaree River near 
Eastover and US 1/601 bridge in Kershaw County and at US 
378/76 bridge where it crosses the Wateree River near Sumter. 

it’s deer season
Outdoor adventures are not limited to fishing during 

September around Santee Cooper. If you live or hunt in this 
area, you’re likely hunting in Game Zone 3 or 4 depending 
on the specific area around the lakes. In Game Zone 3, both 
archery and gun season opened on Aug. 15, while in Game 
Zone 4 it’s archery only on Aug. 15, but gun season opens this 
month on Sept.1. 

The first few days of deer season offer a great opportunity 
for big bucks and plenty are in full velvet. Soybean and peanut 
fields are prime targets for late-evening hunting, as are fresh-
cut corn fields. When rifle hunting, preparing for possible long-
range shooting opportunities will enhance your odds of taking 
a big buck.

Early-season bowhunting is effective, but heat and humidity 
requires enhanced scent control measures.  

Hunt as late as you can possibly see to identify your target 
because the big-racked bucks are usually the last to step into 
open areas to feed. ■

deer season is here:
South Carolina’s Game Zones 3 & 4 offer hunters 
a great chance to kill a buck in full velvet, but 
the hot weather makes for some tough hunting. 
Go very early and very late for a break from the 
weather. This is also when the big bucks will be 
most active.

lunker lines >
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FISHSANTEECOOPERCOUNTRY.COM

CALL FOR OUR TRAVEL GUIDE
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Deer season has already cranked up 
in Santee Cooper Country.

www.fishsanteecoopercountry.com
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o ver the past 40 years, I’ve 
won a lot of bass tourna-
ments in September. But 
I’m not about to fool any-

body into thinking it is a great month 
to be on the water. On the contrary, it 
might be the toughest month to fish — 
for several reasons.

First, we usually don’t have a lot of rain 
this time of year. So there isn’t much 
water flow in our lakes, and that doesn’t 
help. Deep fish on the main lake usually 
won’t bite without water flow. So they 
don’t bite as well in September.

Second, they’re in transition. They’re 

starting to think about going up in the 
creeks. And some are already in the 
creeks. But mostly, they’re on the move. 
By the end of the month, you’ll have 
some moving up in the creeks and bit-
ing. But that’s more of an October thing. 
September fish are tough.

A lot of times, we resort to going up 
the river to fish in September. Or you 
can go to the backs of some creeks and 
catch some resident fish. But these fish 
are harder to keep up with, because they 
are moving so much. They can be in one 
place one day, then gone the next.

One thing that will help is to lower your 

sights a little bit. Know that weights 
aren’t going to be as good as they usually 
are. If you catch 18 pounds, you’re usually 
going to win a tournament. September 
is a month when 15, 16 or 17 pounds is 
a great weight. I enjoy it, even though I 
know it’s going to be a struggle.

Dan Kibler
Find wood, Find bass

Crankbaits fished around wood 
can make for an excellent day 
of bass fishing this month.

CRANKBAITS ARE THE WAY TO GO THIS MONTH

David Fritts

lunker 
lines

David Fritts is a 63-year-old pro 
bass fi sherman from Lexington, 
N.C. He won the 1993 Bassmasters 
Classic champion and the 1997 FLW 
Tour Championship, and he was the 
1994 BASS Angler of the Year. He is 
sponsored by Ranger boats, Lews, 
Lowrance, Power Pole and Berkley.
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wood is good
The place to start is on wood. Wood is your No. 1 cover in 

September, by far, whether it’s stumps, brush or laydown trees. 
Those are the kinds of places where bass will hold. If you know 
where a big, isolated stump is, that’s good for a big fish. But I 
like to find stump rows, because they can hold more fish. You 
can possibly catch a limit on a stump row. If you have a perfect 
brush pile in 10 or 12 feet of water, you can do well.

September is definitely a crankbait month, because a crank-
bait can trigger a sluggish fish into biting like no other lure 
can. If you get a good rain and some dirty water up the river or 
in the back of a creek, you might catch a few on a spinnerbait 
or a bladed jig. But crankbaits are the way to go. The Berkley 
Dredger 14.5 and 17.5 can be key baits this month. If you get 
some color in the river, it could be a Frittside Biggun’, a good 
6-foot bait. You find a brush pile in 10 feet of water, you can get 
a Biggun’ down to the top of it and catch fish. And don’t forget 
about a Berkley Digger. I think it might be the most overlooked 
bait in our line. It fishes like an old Killer B2, with a real wide 
action. It can be especially good in late September.

10-pound test line
Colors? All of your chartreuses can be really good in 

September. Those colors really start to come on as fall 
approaches. I love the Lone Ranger color, which is chartreuse 
with a silver back. Spicy Mustard, which is chartreuse/brown 
back, is good. Rubbertail bream and Honey Shad are really 
good colors. Lone Ranger is a little more faded. I think it 
catches so many good fish. And Kentucky Blue has to be one 

of your top three 
colors all year. I 
always keep one 
tied on.

Where you find 
fish will point you 
to your tackle 
choices. Most of 
the time, if you find fish deep, you’ll want to have a 7-foot-6, 
7-foot-11 or even a 9-foot Lew’s David Fritts Perfect Crankbait 
Rod because you’ll need long casts to get the bait down. 

If you find fish a little shallower – or later in the month and 
into October when they move up – you’re going to want the 
7-foot or 6-foot-8 rod. I match them all with a Lew’s BB-1 
Pro reel with a 6.2-to-1 retrieve ratio, spooled with 10-pound 
Sensation.

Ten-pound test line will get you more bites than 14-pound. 
That’s been proven every month of the year. We design and 
build these baits around 10-pound line. 

As far as retrieve speed, 6.2-to-1 is fine. Just don’t burn the bait 
back too quickly. If you’re losing fish, slow down. Wind the bait 
back fast enough to get some action, but not so fast that they 
can’t get it good. ■

long rods, long casts:
Crankbaits are designed to run at certain depths, 
but they can only get to their deepest depths if 
they have enough ground to cover during the 
retrieve. Making long casts, which is easier with 
long rods, will allow that lure enough real estate 
to reach its maximum depth before getting back 
to the boat.

with a silver back. Spicy Mustard, which is chartreuse/brown 
back, is good. Rubbertail bream and Honey Shad are really 
good colors. Lone Ranger is a little more faded. I think it 
catches so many good fish. And Kentucky Blue has to be one 

The Berkley Frittside is a good 
lure for stained water with 
6-foot depths.

The Berkley Dredger is a good 
deep-water crankbait for fish 
that are deeper than 14 feet. 

The Berkley Digger has a wide 
action, and is a great lure for 
late September into October.

roanoke rapids hot pocket >
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w By Tony Garitta
hen overcast days coincide with pulled water, the 
upper lake of Roanoke Rapids features exciting 

action from schooling largemouth and striped bass.
“In the summer, Roanoke Rapids becomes an upper-lake fish-

ery,” said Tim Biesecker, who’s retired from guiding but not fishing.
Upon sighting feeding fish, Biesecker unleashes long casts with 

heavy baits, like a ¾  -ounce Zara Spook or a ½  -ounce Rat-L-Trap, 
so as not to drive the fish down.

Whether his casts connect with leaping largemouth bass or 
plunging stripers is anyone’s guess. But that’s part of the fun. 
Neither species will be large. Schooling largemouth and stripers 
at Roanoke usually run from 2 to 4 pounds.

For schooling fish in clear water, he favors a 7-foot, medium-
action spinning rod and matching reel filled with 8-pound line. 
In stained water, he prefers a 7-foot, medium baitcasting rod 
spooled with 10- to12-pound line.

Most of the action takes place within sight of Lake Gaston Dam, 
an area gutted with rocks in shallow water. So anglers should 
navigate with care.

If sunny conditions prevail and there’s little current, Biesecker tar-
gets largemouth bass in the vegetation which dominates the lake.

“In 1978 when I started fishing Roanoke Rapids, the lake was 
ideal for cranking. But that type of fishing is almost a thing of the 

past with the intrusion of vegetation,” said Biesecker. 
His grass and stump tactics involve light spinning tackle with light 

or weightless plastics and stout baitcasting tackle for frog fishing.
In the mornings and evenings, he tosses a weightless Zoom Fluke.
Once the sun comes up, he works the outside edges of grass 

and open pockets and stumps with Senkos using 1⁄8- or ¼  -ounce 
tungsten weights. 

He also adds 1⁄8- or 1⁄16-ounce jigheads to Flukes to probe the 
grass along with weedless Sebile Magic Swimmers or downsized 
Carolina rigs featuring Zoom Baby Brush Hogs in pumpkin or 
cotton candy colors.

For the other plastics, he chooses white and pearl hues.
When fishing thick mats and heavy grass, he selects a white 

frog on sunny days, a black frog on cloudy days. His tackle con-
sists of a heavy-powered rod paired with a reel spooled with 
65-pound braided line to winch fish from heavy cover.

Cranking is restricted to mid- and lower-lake areas with shallow- 
and medium-running crankbaits where the water is deeper and 
the grass less pervasive.

Since most stripers run only 3 to 4 pounds, he limits his striper 
fishing to schooling fish. ■

rOaNOKe raPids hOt POCKet
Bass, stripers bite strong during overcast days
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When the sky is overcast and Dominion Energy 
releases water through Lake Gaston Dam, the 
fishing gets hot on Roanoke Rapids Lake.

Fishing hotspots
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s By Pat Robertson
triper fishing on Lake Hartwell is usually split into 
two patterns in September, said veteran guide Chip 

Hamilton (https://lakehartwellfishingcharters.com/).
“The first part of the month they are coming off the sum-

mer pattern and they are kind of lethargic and sluggish. 
Towards the end of the month when the water cools down 
a little the bite increases tremendously.”

Hamilton said the first couple of weeks of the month, 
stripers will be located over the river channels in water 
from 70 to 150 feet deep. But they will be holding in 20 to 
30 feet of water.

“They are out in the middle of nowhere, chasing bait. And 
they will school a little. I usually go to an area where I have 
seen them before. Sometimes you will only see a couple 
on top and they will give up the entire school. But they will 
still be somewhat lethargic.”

Hamilton said he will put out down rods, with live herring 
down to about 20 feet. He’ll also pull a couple of free lines 
with live herring, basically the same pattern he runs in the 
heat of summer.

“A good day will produce about 20 fish. But you will be 
working pretty hard for them,” he said.

a change occurs 
this Month

Then, as the weather begins to change, with fall just 
around the corner, the fish change, too, he said.

“More years than not as the weather starts to cool down 
they will start schooling on top which will carry on right 
into October.”

The fish will start to migrate into the creeks, not very far in, 
he said, following the bait as those schools head into the 
creeks. The quality of fish increases, too, he noted.

“A lot of the bigger fish will start showing up. The bigger 
stripers you might not have been able to find in August 
will come in and start showing themselves again. And they 
are hungry.”

He has caught a lot of 20+ pound fish this time of year. 
Although he is primarily a live bait fishermen, it is also a 
good time for artificials, he said.

“Spooners and those who pull umbrella rigs do very well. 
And with the fish schooling on top, topwater plugs and 
swim baits can be very productive,” he said.

“In September you have to work to find the fish because 
they move around, but when you do find them you can sit 
right there and pick them off.” ■

tWO PatterNs FOr 
hartWeLL striPers

Pat Robertson

Chip Hamilton shows off a nice September striper 
he caught on Lake Hartwell.

striper hotspots
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For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products, 
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

Astro Tables is far more effective than “moon 
tables,” because it takes into account critical 
solar energies as well as lunar.  
• The “Best Days” column is based on the 
ever-changing positions of the sun and the 
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to 
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see 
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).  
• The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead 
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from 
one hour to three-and-one-half hours, 
depending on a number of important lunar 
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the 
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The 
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary 
period overlaps a major solar period (eg: 
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary 
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about 
one hour each… 30 minutes before and 
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of 
each month for more detail.)  
• Astro Tables is a quick-reference version 
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes 
Wall Calendar, which is recommended 
for those wishing more complete data on 
the best days and times to go fishing and 
hunting for the entire year (see “Available 
Products” below).  
• PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on 
solar/lunar research at a leading college of 
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by 
the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are 
adjusted to the center of your time zone and 
for Daylight Saving Time.  
AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:  
The 2022 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. 
$13.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days, 
best times, and their relative strengths for 
all of 2022 with this information-packed, 
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks 

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and 
set times for the sun and moon, space to 
log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and 
game symbols showing you each month’s 
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive 
summary charts revealing the best and 
worst days of 2022, the year’s best periods, a 
look ahead at 2023, and more. Comes with 
FREE 2022 Astro Tables pocket calendar, 
which sells separately for $8.95, plus $3 s&h.  
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by 
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive 
look at the main factors influencing fish and 
game activity periods, plus how to devise 
an effective when-to-go game plan using 
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual 
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey, 
and more. 
Ultimate PrimeTimes app for web and 
smartphone. 12 months. $9.99  
 The world’s best forecaster allows you to 
fine-tune the peak times to your exact 
location, quarry, and even weather. Too 
many features to list here. For more details, 
please call us or visit our web site  
(see below).  
SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:  
#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and 
“How to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus 
$5 s&h).  
#2: Same as #1, plus App...$28.95 (plus 
$6 s&h).  
#3: Same as #2, minus book...$22.95 
(plus $4 s&h). 

Send to: PrimeTimes 2022 • Dept. LS •  
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 • Ankeny, IA 
50023 

For credit/debit card orders, call 
515-964-5516, or go online to  
primetimes2.com and click Catalog.

http://www.primetimes2.com
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Willmington, NC and Charleston, SC area, 
we’re your one-stop shop for all your marine 
needs. Visit us today to find everything you 
need to get out and enjoy the water!
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For more information, go to PioneerBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on Facebook at Pioneer Boats 
for the latest available information.

For more information, go to 
BullsBayBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on
Facebook at
Bulls Bay Boats
for the latest available information.

MODEL 2400

From The
Back Water
To The
Blue Water

For more information, go to 
AvengerBayBoats.com
or call 843-538-6604
or like us on 
Facebook at 
Avenger Bay Boats 
for the latest available information.

Avenger

Born on the
Bayou of Louisiana, 
Raised in the 
Lowcountry of 
South Carolina

220 BaySport
Creek Cruising

www.avengerbayboats.com
www.bullsbayboats.com
www.pioneerboats.com



