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ALL TERRAIN HT ALL TERRAIN SCOUT

WHY RIDE M2S?
THE MOUNTAINS TO
SEA BIKES DIFFERENCE

M2S Bikes is a North Caralina
based electric bike company that
specializes in creating the best
electric bikes in the industry.

Whether you're scouting loca-
tions, checking cameras or head-
ing out to your stand on a quest
for that trophy buck, we've got
just the bike for you to help you
get there quietly and efficiently -
all without breaking a sweat.

Our electric bikes are tried and
tested right here in the moun-
tains of North Carolina and are
designed to be off road ready and
fun to ride.

Call us to set up a visit and test
ride at our WNC Headquarters
and experience for yourself the
MZ2S Bikes difference.

ALL TERRAIN ULTRA

808-676-3808 ¢ m2sbikes.com K10
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Brian Cope of Borden, S.C, is
the editor of Carolina Sportsman
Magazine. He is a retired Air
Force combat communications
technician and has a B.A. in
English Literature from the
University of South Carolina.

He has been writing about the
outdoors since 2006.

MERCENARIA BANKS $3.4 MILLION

5/2.6:POUND BLUE MARLIN TAKES TOP HONORS AT BIG ROCK BLUE MARLIN TOURNAMENT

Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament

MERCENARIAS crew
had the biggest pay-
out for their big blue
marlin. CAROLINA
TIME pocketed big
money of their own
for their 54.1-pound
dolphinfish.

prize in the 2022 Big Rock Blue Marlin Tourna-
ment. Captained by Neil Sykes with Mates Jake
Keech and Kurt Ward, anglers Chad Ballard, Matthew

T he 72-foot Viking MERCENARIA won the top

Brown, Ben Fox, and Tim Rapine were the first team to
bring a blue marlin to the scales of this year’s event.

Their marlin, which weighed 572.6 pounds, was the
first one listed on the leaderboard and it held out as
the heaviest one throughout the tournament, which
was held June 10 - 19 in Morehead City, N.C.

With a bonus of $777,750 for being the first team of
the tournament to weigh a blue marlin, their total prize
money topped $3.4 million.

WALL HANGER took second place with Lady Angler

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

Stacy Allen’s 556.4-pound blue marlin, earning them
$426,288.Third place went to HIGH YIELD with their
536.8-pound blue. They took home $283,525.

DOLPHIN PAYOUT WAS
$527,000

It's not just billfish that pay the big bucks at the Big
Rock Blue Marlin Tournament. CAROLINATIME, a
56-foot Gwaltney out of Raleigh, N.C. and captained by
Jay Blount pocketed $527,000 for catching the largest
dolphin of the tournament.

Angler Parker Jones was on the rod when the 54.1-
pound mahi hit during Day 4 of the 2022 event. The
catch unseated the 55-foot Wanchese, J&B, which
held the lead up until then with a 29.5-pound dolphin
they'd caught on Day 2. REEL TIME offered a slight scare
with a 43 pounder they brought in on the final day. =

begins Aug. 15 A

Don't forget fo posf pho’rps BJ@QK
of your bucks in the Carolina I
Sportsman BagABuck Contest to be eligible
fo win monthly prizes of great Sportsman swag
from the online Sportsman Store.

To enter or see deer that have been entered,
log onto
www.carolinasportsman.com/bag-a-buck

Big Rock Blue Marlin Tournament



ANGLER CATCHES RECORD
POMPANO DOLPHINFISH

hile fishing with Salt Fever Guide Service out of
w Ocean Isle Beach, N.C, 18-year-old Charlie Noonan

of Sumter, S.C. caught the North Carolina state
record pompano dolphinfish. The fish is also a pending world
record. The young angler caught the fish during the evening of
June 8, 2022 while 42 miles offshore.

Noonan's fish weighed 11.34 pounds, which is about 3 pounds
heavier than the current IGFA world record. Capt. Tyler Hailey
was running the charter with First Mate Bailey Auten aboard the
GLORY DAZE, a Freeman Boatworks Catamaran, when Noonan
caught the record fish.

Pompano dolphinfish are frequently caught in other parts of
the globe, but somewhat rarely off the North Carolina coast.
The fish does resemble its cousin, the more popular mahi
mahi, which is commonly called dolphin or dolphinfish. So it's
possible for some lesser-experienced anglers to catch one and
think it's just a small, odd-looking dolphin.

But Hailey thought the fish looked unusual enough that he
made a mental note to check on it when he got the chance.
He wasn't positive, but he thought it might be the lesser-
known species.

"We've been seeing an abandoned refugee raft offshore for
a few weeks now. Numerous species of fish are always hang-
ing around any type of floating debris, and that raft has been
very productive lately. We saw a cobia, a tagged bull dolphin,
and this fish under the raft when Charlie pitched a ballyhoo to
them, Hailey said.

Charlie Noonan

A boat that washed up 2700 miles away from the Carolina
coastline has added to the mystery of Joseph Matthew
Johnson'’s disappearance 7 months ago from Carolina
Beach, N.C.

Johnson, 44-years-old of Carolina Beach, left in his boat
from Federal Point Yacht Club on Nov. 22, 2021. He was
reported missing on Nov. 27 when his friend showed up for
a planned fishing trip.

In June, Johnson's boat, a 2006 Clearwater fishing boat,
washed ashore on Sao Jorge Island, which is a part of the

Azores, an archipelago about 800 miles west of Portugal and

2700 miles from Carolina Beach. But authorities found no
sign of Johnson. The boat was reportedly heavily encrusted
with barnacles.

In November, the U.S. Coast Guard launched a search that

covered 7500 square miles, but found no trace of Johnson or

his boat.

Officials from Portugal are working closely with the Carolina

Beach Police Dept. to piece together what happened to
Johnson. Anyone with information is urged to contact the
Carolina Beach PD at 910-458-2540. =

“We'd had a truly great day of fishing, with dozens of keepers of

bottom fish. We knew if Charlie caught a dolphin, it would be like

icing on the cake,"Hailey said.

Once they found the raft again, the record fish
was ready to feed.

“Charlie pitched the ballyhoo toward the raft. The

caught the fish bit and the fight was on,Hailey said.

regord fish 42 Up until then, Hailey just figured it was a dolphin,
miles off the but even during the fight, he noticed the dorsal fin
coas of cean didn't look quite like it should.

It was actually their second time of the day fishing around
that raft. After fishing it without much luck that morning, they
did some bottom fishing and caught plenty of snappers and
triggerfish. After a full day of that, they began heading back
in. But Hailey and Auten were pretty sure they could get a
dolphin to bite for the young angler if they went back to the
raft. The fishing trip was a graduation gift to Noonan from his
family. And the Salt Fever crew wanted to make sure it was
something to remember.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

"At first | thought maybe it was just a dolphin
with bad genes. But | made a mental note to take
a closer look once back at the dock,"Hailey said.

“Charlie landed the fish and was grinning ear to ear”

Once back at the marina, Hailey asked another
Salt Fever charter captain to look the fish over. He
agreed with Hailey's suspicions that it was a pom-
pano dolphinfish. And he said it was a big one.

After talking with NCDMF, they weighed the fish
at Intracoastal Angler and met with one of the
state’s marine biologists. He confirmed the species
and helped put the paperwork in motion for the fish to be certi-
fied as the N.C. state record and the new world record.

“Charlie is a great young man and it was humbling and gratify-
ing to be able to play a part in helping him catch his record fish,’
Hailey said. =

Capt. Tyler Hailey
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BAG-A-BUCK
ith deer season opening
in two of South Carolina’s
Game Zones on Aug. 15,

and the rest of the Carolinas not far
behind, there’s no better way to show
how well you're doing and track how
other hunters are doing than to enter
your kill in Carolina Sportsman’s Bag-a-
Buck Contest and become eligible to
win great prizes.
The winner of each monthly contest
(August-September/October/Novem-
ber/December) will receive a prize
package that includes a one-year sub-
scription to Carolina Sportsman maga-
zine and a Sportsman prize package.
The grand-prize winner, drawn from
all entries and announced in the
March 2023 issue of Carolina Sports-
man Magazine, will receive a Barnett Hyper XP 405 crossbow, a
2-day, deer-hog combo hunt for two people at Cherokee Run
Hunting Lodge in Chesterfield S.C., a 3-year subscription to Caro-
lina Sportsman Magazine and a Sportsman prize package.
The rules are simple:
- Take a photo of you with a deer you kill during the 2022-23
season.

SC ANGLER LANDS STATE
RECORD WALLEYE

c 1.44-ounce walleye in Lake Tugalo on May 29. Starzek net-
ted the fish.

The walleye now shares the South Carolina state record, tied
with a slightly lighter-weight, 10-pound walleye due to a tech-
nicality in the state’s record keeping system. Any fish weighing
less than 25 pounds must beat the previous record by at least 2
ounces, or it's counted as a tie.

The two anglers were on the water at 6:30 a.m. and trolled lures
from their 13-foot Lowe aluminum boat for about 2 hours when
the big fish hit.

"When it surfaced, we got excited. We knew if that wasn't a
record, it was going to be close,’ said Edlund.

The 597-acre Lake Tugalo sits on the South Carolina/Georgia
border. A small reproducing population of walleye make their
home in the lake, which has also been stocked with walleye
numerous times by the Georgia DNR. =

hris Edlund of Spartanburg, S.C. was fishing with his friend
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IS BACK

- Upload the photo to the Bag-a-Buck Contest.

« Write a short account of your hunt when you post the photo.
Please include the date of the hunt, the county in which you
killed the buck, and your name and hometown.

+ Add as much detail as youd like. Tell us your story!

The contest runs from Aug. 15, 2022 through Jan. 1, 2023. Enter

your buck at carolinasportsman.com/bag-a-buck. =

SCONR
Chris Edlund poses with his 10-pound,
1.44-ounce walleye from Lake Tugalo.
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Avugust is a pivotal month for deer
season preparation in South Carolina for

The large acreage of land in the WMA program has tremen-
dous habitat diversity and provides opportunities for South
Carolina hunters to enjoy a successful season. We've narrowed
the search to target the top WMAs in each of the four Game
Zones in the state for 2022.

Hunting on the WMAs as a whole is good according to Charles
Ruth, South Carolina Dept. of Natural Resources Big Game
Program Coordinator.

Ruth said that during the 2020 season, the latest season
with available harvest numbers, the WMA harvest estimate is
that 4113 bucks, 3245 does, and 9 deer of unknown sex were
harvested for a total deer harvest of 7367 deer. This figure rep-
resents a 5 percent increase from 2019, higher than the overall
statewide average of a 2.4 percent harvest increase.

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources
(SCDNR) has an extensive set of maps for WMAs available via
their website at www.dnr.sc.gov.

Because many WMAs are managed individually with specific
management practices unique for only that property, the rules
and regulations governing use of these lands vary. Each hunter
is responsible for ensuring they understand the rules and regu-
lations for the specific WMA hunted.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

(WMA)

UNNAMED, ISOLATED WMAS
ARE PRIME TARGETS

Because of the topography and size of the area of Game
Zone 1, Ruth said some of the best WMA deer hunting is
found on several of the unnamed WMAs of the Sumter
National Forest in that part of the state. The small areas
are subject to management activities such as timber har-
vests that can alter habitat dramatically from one year to
the next.

“Some of these changes are ideal for deer hunters such as
timber harvests that leave areas of clear cuts for vegetative
regrowth,” Ruth said. “Beginning a couple of years after
harvest, the regrowth process begins to create prime deer
habitat that lasts for several years. Hunters doing their
legwork in preseason can find these areas and identify
potential hotspots. But hunters need to physically check
the areas to ensure good deer habitat exists”

Ruth said as new areas begin to produce quality hunting
habitat, areas cut more than 10 years prior can begin to be
less productive as habitat trends toward a more open forest
environment.

“But recent timber harvests generate dramatic changes
for the better in terms of deer habitat as dense, diverse
growth creates areas of prime deer habitat,” Ruth said.

GAME ZONE 1 NUGGET

Early season recon efforts enable hunters to know exactly where to go
when hunting WMAs later in the fall. OPPOSITE PAGE: Several WMAs offer
excellent opportunities for bowhunters prior to gun season hunts.

Terry Madewell
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SOUTH CAROLINA WMA

GAME ZONE 1 NUGGET

Ruth said the Jocassee Gorges WMA, consisting of 43,500 acres
of land owned primarily by the SCDNR, is a good example of a
large area to focus hunting efforts in Game Zone 1.

“Jocassee Gorges has a low population density of deer, but
that makes it potentially productive for hunters seeking trophy
animals,” Ruth said.

“The rugged terrain is physically demanding. But the payoff
can be big deer; Ruth said.

WORTH MOUNTAIN WMA

Worth Mountain WMA is a 1643-acre area in York County that
offers excellent deer hunting opportunities. Ruth said antler
restrictions apply and this tract was privately owned and man-
aged for quality deer hunting prior to SCDNR acquiring the land.

“SCDNR continued the quality deer management practices in
place and it seems to have worked well,” he said. “Hunters do
have to check in and out when hunting at Worth Mountain”

“Part of the property borders the Broad River, enhancing
habitat diversity, he said. “Good small game hunting also exists
which is also indicative of habitat diversity that deer hunters

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

Game Zone 1

Game Zone 2

can use to their advantage if

they scout during pre-season”
Access to this property is via SC

Highway 211 near Hickory Grove.

MCCALLA WMA

McCalla WMA is a 5660-acre US Army
Corps of Engineers property located on Lake Richard B. Russell
in Abbeville County. It’s a named WMA via an agreement
between the Corps and the SCDNR.

Ruth said this area provides quality hunting for deer. And it
does have an antler restriction.

“McCalla WMA presents a good age structure for bucks. And
that, coupled with the size of the area, enhances the potential
for finding quality bucks,” he said. “The diversity of habitat
from the lake area to higher elevation ridges offers a diversity
of quality habitat for deer. Again, boots on the ground scouting
by hunters is essential for hunters to keep pace with manage-
ment efforts that create habitat changes to pinpoint the area
with the best potential”

GAME ZONE 2 NUGGET

Ruth said another option is similar to what he described in

Game Zone 4

:

G;me Zone3

Hunting small, isolated WMAs adjacent to private lands is a great way to
find deer. OPPOSITE PAGE: Good deer are taken on WMAs and usually by
hunters who do their preseason scouting to find the best buck habitat.

Terry Madewell



Terry Madewell

Game Zone 1 of hunting unnamed WMA tracts in Newberry,
Laurens, Fairfield and Chester counties within Game Zone 2,
most of which is in Sumter National Forest.

“This portion of the state typically has excellent private land
deer habitat. And the small, isolated WMA tracts interspersed
with private lands provides a diversity of quality deer habitat,’
Ruth said. “Land in the smaller WMAs is generally wooded. But
it often adjoins private lands having open areas, creating a diver-
sity of habitat. This provides hunters the opportunity to hunt
areas with less restrictive antler regulations than the above-
named WMAs. These unnamed areas generally follow the hunt-
ing regulations for Game Zone 2 once the WMA season opens.

BOTANY BAY

The 3363-acre Botany Bay Plantation Wildlife Management
Area (WMA) is located in the northeast corner of Edisto Island
in lower Charleston County. It is in close proximity to the North
Edisto River.

Botany Bay WMA lies within the boundary of the ACE Basin
Focus Area, one of the largest remaining relatively undeveloped
wetland ecosystems along the Atlantic Coast.

Ruth said Botany Bay WMA is isolated and protected as part
of the ACE basin. And that’s part of what makes the deer hunt-
ing productive.

“Botany Bay WMA has an excellent deer population and a
lot of deer are harvested,” he said. “The latest harvest rate is
19.2 deer per square mile and is the highest of named WMAs
in the state,” he said. “Botany Bay has antler restrictions and
offers reasonable gun hunting opportunities via the Lottery
Hunts Program. However, bowhunting opportunities are
outside of the Lottery

-
Hunts Program. And they Terry Madewell of
ffer h llent Ridgeway, S.C, has been an
offer hunters an excellen outdoors writer for more than
opportunity to harvest deer 30years. He has a degree
pri or to gun hunts” in wildlife and fisheries
management and has a
long career as a professional
CRACKERNECK WMA wildlife biologist/natural

resources manager.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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SOUTH CAROLINA WMA

CRACKERNECK WMA

Ruth said the 10,600-acre Crackerneck
WMA is owned by the U. S Department
of Energy and managed by the SCDNR.
The area is open only during designated
dates. Times and public access are
tightly controlled.

“The Crackerneck area has antler
restrictions and this management tech-
nique has helped form a good age struc-
ture of bucks,” Ruth said. “The limited
access in terms of hunting only on des-
ignated days reduces pressure on deer,
also improving hunting productivity.

Everyone utilizing Crackerneck WMA
must sign in at the check station prior
to entering the property and sign out
before leaving. In addition to entering through the check sta-
tion gate, individuals are also allowed to access Crackerneck
from the Savannah River. But they must register prior to enter-
ing the river and return to sign out. SCDNR personnel will be
present at all times to assist with registration, answer ques-
tions and provide maps.

GAME ZONE 3 NUGGET

Ruth said although gun hunts on Hamilton Ridge and
Palachucola WMAs are via the Lottery Hunts Program, archery
hunting is not. Archery hunters can take advantage of several
weeks of hunting prior to gun hunts that are under the lottery
system. Hunters must still check in and out at the kiosks.

Terry Madewell

WOODBURY WMA

Woodbury WMA is a 25,668 Acre WMA in Marion County.

REQUIREMENTS

Anyone wishing to hunt on WMAs in South Carolina must
have the proper licenses and follow some rules that may be
more stringent than rules for hunting private land.

Aside from a valid South Carolina hunting license, those hunt-
ing on WMAs must also have a special WMA hunting permit.
South Carolina residents may purchase a yearly WMA permit
for $30.50, or a three-year permit for $91.50 Non-residents may
purchase a yearly WMA permit for $76.

South Carolina residents can also opt for purchasing the yearly

14  Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

Its size and habitat diversity are key components to good deer
hunting at this area.

Ruth said one caution he has with this WMA is it is prone to
flooding. And it has been closed at times for extended periods.

“But the potential for excellent deer hunting is high. And that
makes it worth checking out,” he said. “A wide diversity of habi-
tat exists as documented by excellent small game opportuni-
ties. Woodbury is also a Class II Waterfowl Management Area.”

An extensive road network provides good access throughout
the WMA and boat access to the area exists via numerous
boat landings.

Ruth said on-site scouting is essential at Woodbury to identify
potentially productive areas prior to the hunting season.

LITTLE PEE DEE HERITAGE WMA

Ruth said the Little Pee Dee Heritage WMA offers a diversity of
hunting opportunities. And the 10,247-acres provides the size
and habitat diversity to make it potentially highly productive
for deer.

Sportsman License for $50 ($150 for 3 years). This license includes
hunting, freshwater fishing, and WMA permits.

Hunting licenses and WMA permits may be purchased online at
www.dnrsc.gov/purchase, by calling 866-714-3611, or in person
at SCDNR offices in Aynor, Charleston, Clemson, Florence, York
and at the SC State Farmer's Market, or at select retail stores.

The SCDNR reminds hunters that on WMA lands during any
gun and muzzleloader hunting season for deer, bear and hogs,
all hunters, including small game hunters, must wear either a hat,
coat, or vest of solid visible international orange. Archery hunters
are exempt from this only during archery-only deer seasons.

WMA:s also have some weapons restrictions. WMA deer hunters
are not allowed to use armor-piercing, tracer, incendiary, or full
metal bullets or .22 or smaller rimfire. Shotguns with only buckshot
or slugs are allowed, except buckshot is prohibited during still gun
hunts for deer on WMA lands in Game Zones 3-4.

For a full look at WMA regulations, check out the WMA section
of the SCDNR website at www.dnr.sc.gov. =



Preseason scouting is crucial when hunting WMA or private lands.
OPPOSITE PAGE: Scouting public hunting lands enables hunters to
locate potential hotspots for big bucks.

“The WMA lies along the Little Pee Dee River. It is a complex
of multiple properties lying adjacent to the river;” he said.
“Hunters must refer to maps to ensure theyre on public lands.
And they can utilize boats to access remote areas”

Ruth said excellent deer hunting opportunity exists and some
of the prime habitat is remote and not easily accessed.

“For those willing to go to the effort, the potential for excellent
public land deer hunting is available,” he said.

GAME ZONE 4 NUGGET

Ruth said the 2024-acre Oak Lea WMA in Clarendon County
typically produces excellent deer hunting. The WMA lies in the
upper Lake Marion area. Based on historical data, except when
significant flooding occurs, Ruth said Oak Lea is typically quite
productive for deer hunting.

“Lots of habitat diversity exists. And for a smaller area, hunt-
ers willing to put forth effort can get into isolated areas to
hunt,” Ruth said. =

SPORTSMAN SHOWCASE

Terry Madewell

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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Q-250 SOLO BUCK HUT

Brand new for 2022 is the Millennium
Outdoors Q-250 Solo Buck Hut. With mul-
tiple window configurations, bowhunters,
crossbow hunters and long gun hunters
have plenty of options. Adjustable-height
shooting rests are at each window. The

roomy interior offers a 7-foot height, mean-

ing standing shots are no problem.

The tower puts the Buck Hut 8 feet, 8 inches
off the ground, and features adjustable legs

to help level it out on uneven ground. The

ladder has non-slip steps and two handrails.

The blind is made of a heavy-duty,

water-resistant soft shell material.

It's configured to fit one optional M369

Revolution seat, and will accomodate various

other seating options.

With a capacity of 400 pounds, hunters can

bring all the essentials — and then some.
The Solo Buck Hut is everything you want

in a permanent stand, but offers a degree of

portablity not found in them.

For more info, visit:
millennium-outdoors.com

BUFFALO RIDGE BEEF JERKY

Whether hunting, fishing, or performing
outdoor chores, sportsmen get hungry.
But Buffalo Ridge Beef Jerky cures that in
the tastiest way.

Made with premium cuts and available
in original as well as several other flavors
that range from mild to wild (try the
Carolina Reaper or Ghost Pepper if you've
got a hankering for heat), this jerky has
something to suit everyone's taste. We're
especially fond of Lemon Pepper, and the
Straight Whiskey flavor ain't nothing but
the truth!

Always stay prepared for that

SPRO FAT PAPA WALKER

Here's a walk-the-dog lure that is truly
unique. Unlike the standard cigar shape,
the SPRO Fat Papa Walker features a
distended belly that pushes massive
amounts of water.

Little effort is required to achieve the
wide glide that bass, stripers and other
fish find irresistible. The lure’s shallow-
cupped mouth adds another element,
allowing anglers to pop it as well as walk
it at a variety of cadences.

Slightly longer than 5 inches and weigh-
ing in at 7 of an ounce, it's got great cast-
ing distance and a profile that will appeal
to bass looking for a big meal.

It's wide walking action and popping
ability is further enhanced by dual rattle

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

chambers that create a clacking noise
that's sure to aggravate fish into striking
aggressively.

For more info, visit: spro.com

longer-than-expected fishing trip by
stowing a pack in your tackle bag. Sit
in the deer stand a little longer without
going hungry, and keep a pack or two in
the truck to keep you out of the fast food
line when you're short on hunting time.
Don't settle for average beef jerky just to
avoid getting hungry. Get the good stuff;
get Buffalo Ridge.
Sportsman readers even get a break on
the price when placing their first order
with discount code CSM20.

For more info, visit: buffaloridgejerky.com


https://millennium-outdoors.com
http://buffaloridgejerky.com
http://www.spro.com

T he promise of the coming fall
is heralded by slightly cooler
evenings, the choral sounds
of summer frogs giving way to crick-
ets, the rise of a mountain trout to
the season’s final mayfly hatch, and
those tell-tale markings and scraping
of whitetail bucks setting the stage.

Unfortunately, this same time
period also means it’s feasting
time for some of the most
demon-possessed creatures
on the face of the earth. Be
it stinging, biting, buzzing or other-
wise intending to inflict pain, several
species of insects are just waiting to
ruin your day.

Fortunately, we have a mixture of
modern chemistry, forgotten rem-
edies and sage advice that may not
completely exorcise these demons
of the insect world, but will help
keep them at bay or minimize the
damage done.

TICKS >

yoU, BUT---
AVOIDING STINGING, BITING INSECTS

IS ALL PART OF TAKING TO THE WOODS
WHEN HUNTING SEASON ARRIVES.
HERE ARE PROFILES OF THE
‘DEMON-POSSESSED CREATURES’
AWAITING YOUR ARRIVAL.

I By Phillip Gentry

Phillip Gentry
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TICKS

Ticks may not be a big issue on the water, but the
woods are full of them in late summer and early fall.
Ticks bite people and animals to feed and may stay
attached for as long as 10 days if not removed, before
falling off the host.

In many cases, tick bites are harmless and leave little
sign other than slight redness on the skin. Other times,
ticks can cause allergic reactions or transmit disease to
the host ranging from Lyme disease to Rocky Mountain
Spotted Fever.

The best tick prevention is to wear long shirt sleeves
and pants in the woods and spray with an insect repel-
lent containing at least 20% DEET. Showering after
possible exposure and self-examination are also recom-
mended, as ticks will often crawl over the host looking
for a moist area before attaching themselves.

MOSQUITOS

Possibly the most widespread and hated pest in the
outdoor world is the mosquito. Like ticks, mosquitos
bite to draw blood to feed. Only female mosquitos bite,
and the nutrients gained from blood help make eggs for
reproduction.

Mosquito saliva contains an anticoagulant that keeps
blood from clotting so the insect can feed. The anticoag-
ulant is what causes the itching sensation and at times,
small red whelps on the skin or other allergic reactions.

Taking antihistamines or applying heat, aloe, basil oil
or honey topically to the bite can reduce inflammation
and relieve symptoms.

\ Mosquitos are public enemy No. 1. Females
need blood to assist with egg production.

BACKGROUND: Ticks burrow into the skin
of the host and may feed for up to 10 days

before falling off.
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Don't want to bug you, but....



Mosquito spray, typically composed of DEET, can ward off
mosquitos, and wearing long-sleeve clothing the insects can’t
penetrate is not a bad idea.

In recent years, newly developed devices that emit the oils or
aromas of plants such as citronella and chrysanthemum, which
naturally repel mosquitoes, can be worn on the body or placed
in an area to ward off mosquitos.

BLACK FLIES >

M

Most insect bites pose little danger other than the initial bite
and lingering itch. In some cases, allergic reactions, particu-
larly to insect stings, can cause severe illness or even death.
After being bitten/stung by an insect, pay close attention
for signs of an allergic reaction which may include swelling,
redness or rash, itching and numbness or tingling.
Severe reactions, those requiring medical attention, may
s e . A . Courtesy thermacell.com
include fever, difficulty breathing, nausea or vomiting, rapid \

pulse, swelling of the lips or throat, or loss of consciousness. = Deviceslike the Thermacell emit engineered
plant-based scents that naturally repel insects.
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Don't want to bug you, but....

\ More than 250 species of black flies exist

in North America, including this deer fly.
BELOW: Most insect sprays contain an
oily base with concentrations of DEET, an
insect repellent developed at the end of
World War II.

BLACKFLIES

North America is home to more than 250 species
of flies, including sand gnats, also referred to as no-see-ums.
Black flies wear you out slowly as they find seams in your
clothing and bite, resulting in a lingering, relentless itch.
Flies bite and feed for the same reasons as mosquitos, to
produce eggs. Rather than suck blood, flies and gnats have
a scissor-like mouth appendage that bites through skin and
injects a coagulant.

Several species of biting flies swarm in areas of high moisture
content, like marshes and swamps, and are most active early
and late in the day.

In North America, black flies do not spread disease, but their
bites can cause swelling, bleeding, pain and itching.

The best defense is light-colored clothing with tight fittings
around the neck, wrists and ankles. Insect repellents have been
proven effective, however, with vary-
ing results. Most sprays that leave
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an oily residue seem to work better, presumably because the oil
makes it difficult for the smaller flies to land and bite, which

is why natural oils — even without harsh chemicals — are
believed to be effective.

CHIGGERS

The larval stage of the otherwise inert insects known as
harvest mites or red bugs may possibly be the greatest villain
in the insect world, although, like ticks, chiggers are actually
arachnids, closely related to spiders and not insects at all.

Contrary to popular belief, chiggers do not crawl into your
skin, although it may feel like it. After hatching from eggs,
chiggers group low to the ground waiting for passersby. At less
than .33 of a millimeter in size, chiggers are hard to see with the
naked eye.

After crawling to a suitable area, usually at a restriction such

Phillip Gentry



as a sock line or belt line, chiggers attach to the skin, make an
opening with tiny sharp claws and spit saliva into the holes.
The saliva rots human flesh, and the ungodly creatures drink
your liquified flesh, often for a couple of days, before they fall
off. After feeding, chiggers move on to the next stage of life.

Prevention for chiggers is sometimes difficult, because they
are nearly invisible. Tucking pant legs into calf-high boots is
an old standby, as the creatures usually live within a foot of
the ground.

Along with long pants and high boots, spraying your pant legs
with high concentrations of DEET is effective. Another preven-
tative measure is to dust your socks and pants legs with food-
grade diatomaceous earth, a naturally occurring, soft, siliceous
sedimentary rock that has been crumbled into a fine white to
off-white powder. When chiggers, ticks, ants or any bug with an
exoskeleton is exposed to diatomaceous earth, the fine powder
gets under the skeleton, absorbs moisture, and mummifies the
creature, providing a fitting end for them.

Treatment of chigger bites with clear nail polish is an old wives’
tale. In some cases, the nitrocellulose used in nail polish may
help dry the skin and offer some coincidental itch relief, but anti-
itch creams, calamine lotion or hydrocortisone is the best solu-
tion applied topically. For serious reactions, antihistamine pills,
steroid shots, or even antibiotics may be in order.

FIRE ANTS

The best prevention for fire

pattern, stinging very similarly to the way bees sting.

Treatment for fire ant bites and stings include cold com-
presses and applications of hydrocortisone or other anti-itch
creams and/or taking antihistamines.

UNINTENTIONAL PESTS

Additional threats to outdoorsmen include wasps, bees, hor-
nets, spiders and scorpions. Unintentional pests rarely go look-
ing for victims but may bite or sting if encountered.

Like fire ants, the best prevention for being stung or bitten is
awareness. Wasps, hornets and yellow jackets may nest in trees
or vacant structures such as deer stands or duck blinds and
attack if threatened.

Spiders and scorpions typically reside in arid, dark locations
and may also bite if disturbed.

Treatments for severe stings/bites from unintentional pests
may be more acute than typical bug bites. Along with topical
treatments and internal medications such as antihistamines,
special attention should be given to make sure a severe allergic
reaction does not occur. =

STICKS & STRINGS >

ants is awareness. While the
odd, roaming fire ant may be
in a tree or high in vegetation,
most fire ant bites and stings
are caused by stepping into or
on fire ant mounds.

Be aware of your surround-
ings before sitting down or
placing any bare skin on the
ground. Attacks often occur
when cultivating the ground,
when ants swarm the equip-
ment, which is then handled
by the victim.

Fire ants both bite and sting
as a group response to protect
their mounds. Worker ants
will find an area to bite with
their mandible jaws, then twist
their abdomen up to sting the
victim in a rotating circular

Phillip Gentryisa
freelance outdoor writer
and photographer who
says that if it swims,
walks, hops, flies or
crawls he’s usually not too
far behind.
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PERFECTION

WE HAVE EVERYTHING FOR YOUR
FIREARM NEEDS AND MORE, CALL TODAY!

NEVER WORRY ABOUT SECURITY AGAIN!
WITH SAFES FROM

Hand
Guns for
Concealed
Carry
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Sammy Romano

THE PROCESS BEGINS

CONSTANTLY LEARNING IS THE KEY TO GOOD BOW SHOOTING

mentioned in last
month’s installment,
my first Western bow
hunt in the early 1990s
caused me to focus on and become enam-
ored with the process of bow hunting,.

Up until then I had only hunted white-
tailed deer east of the Mississippi River at
close range from elevated stands. Honestly
my game was sloppy when it came to
proper preparation. This was sufficient
when taking shots within 25 yards, but
wouldn't suffice at the longer shot dis-
tances and more open terrain of Wyoming.

Mechanical broadheads were in their
infancy. String materials were of much
poorer quality. You had to really work
to get fixed blade broadheads to shoot
accurately at distances over 25 yards.
This was also before the days of internet
and ready access to “how to” informa-
tion. So everything had to be learned
firsthand (and often the hard way).

Bows available in the early 90s were
extremely primitive compared to today’s
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modern compound bows. Bow risers
were often not cut out for a true center-
shot. And string materials were of much
lower quality, constantly stretching and
changing the tune of a bow.

Bows were much longer overall, mak-
ing them unwieldy in many hunting situ-
ations. They were also generally much
slower shooting, making distance judge-
ment even more crucial in the absence of
range-finding technology.

My Browning Maxim bow, for example,
was 44 inches axle-to-axle length and
shot my aluminum arrow at only 235fps.
Arrow shafts were of good quality, but
the tolerances of components such as
nocks and especially inserts left a lot to
be desired. More attention to detail was
necessary to achieve a given degree of
accuracy back then.

Still, I am glad I was able to experience
these challenges. They have made me a
better bow technician as well as hunter.
And I have a greater appreciation for
the ease with which newer technology

The author poses with a mule deer he
killed while on a bow hunt out west.

Sammy Romano

allows for bow setup.

Once I started to stretch out my shot
distances, I quickly found that my broad-
heads were shooting inconsistently at
longer distances. This led to me seeking
answers as to why. First, I paper tuned
my bow, ensuring my arrows were flying
straight with my target tips. After some
adjustments, I achieved perfect arrow
flight. My broadheads were now hitting
in the same area of the target as my tar-
get tips. But they weren’t grouping nearly
as well. Ilearned that this was due to
poor tolerances in my arrows’ inserts.

Because of a loose fit, my inserts were
often crooked in the end of my arrows
causing broadhead misalignment. This
off-center alignment led to a rudder effect.

Sammy Romano is a
lifelong hunter who has
worked in the archery
industry for more than 25
years. His expertise includes
compounds and crossbows.
He can be reached at
samboka31@aol.com.




Because no two were out of alignment exactly the same amount,
my broadhead groups were poor, especially at longer distances.
The solution was to carefully heat the end of the aluminum

arrows then spin the insert (they were glued with hot melt

cement back then), floating the glue evenly and thus balancing

each broadhead. I even went so far as to spin them on a dial

indicator. Once they were
properly spin balanced,
my groups immediately
tightened up, even as far
as 70 yards out.

All of this time spent
tuning my bow and fine
tuning my arrows made
my bow deadly accurate
with both target tips and
broadheads, regardless of
the distance. This would
prove to be key to my
success on my upcoming
hunt. Although technol-
ogy has vastly improved
the tune-ability of modern
compound bows and
made broadhead align-
ment almost a sure thing,
these same principles
still apply and I use them
often today. Archers who
weren't around to experi-

Wide open spaces that are typical in western
states present a challenge to hunters who are

accustomed to taking shorter shots.

ence these issues much of the time don't appreciate how good
we have it today. And they are often at a loss for what to do if
they have a problem. Next month I'll tell the story of that trip,
and how well it all worked out. =

GREENER PASTURES >

Sammy Romano
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Jeff Burleson

CONTROL THE
COMPETITION

HELP THE RIGHT PLANTS WIN IN YOUR FOOD PLOTS

may be hot and sweltering
outside, but the fall planting
is just around the corner.
Landowners will always

need to be ready to implement food plot
preparation tactics throughout the year.

One of the most important aspects of
developing a rockstar set of food plots
is controlling competition. Through a
series of mechanical and chemical meth-
ods, we can control competition. This
should always be a part of the food plot
program whether planting during warm
or cool seasons.

Why is controlling competition so impor-
tant? Well, it may seem counter intuitive
to kill off existing green vegetation prior to
planting something new. To some, adding
new forage to an existing green field can
be the perfect duty to enhance an existing
green food source.

But all green plants aren’t created equal
to say the least. In fact, many grasses and
weeds only provide marginal nutritional
value if any at all. And this couldn’t be
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any truer for late summertime vegeta-
tion that has become well established in
open fields and former food plots.

An established crop of grass and native
or exotic weeds often provides little
nutritional value for deer and other for-
aging wildlife. And when landowners are
trying to cultivate a new forage crop for
the fall hunting season, a clean site, clear
of other established vegetation, is one
step in the right direction.

IT’S ABOUT
FOOD VALUE

Throughout the year different types of
vegetation grow and will persist in cer-
tain areas. Typically, the available vegeta-
tion in August has been well established
from summer heat and routine rainfall.
And any food value is generally severely
diminished in these areas usually cov-
ered in mostly undesirable species.

The undesirable vegetation that is
already well established will compete
heavily with newly planted seeds. So they

Chemicals are highly
effective at killing

undesirable vegeta-
tion to get your land
ready for food plots.

Todd Amenrud

must be removed prior to planting. Not
only will established vegetation compete
for space and sunlight, the root systems
will also suck up any available nutrients
and available water preventing the new
seeds from having a good start.
Basically, existing vegetation can
be either mechanically or chemically
destroyed. Most farmers will mechani-
cally turn up the soil and the existing
plants to kill them by using a disk har-
row, chisel plow, or sometimes even
a turn plow. The mechanical efforts
dry out roots and can severely disturb
growth and sustainability. Yet, some-
times poor plow performance and soil
types that can retain moisture, will not
kill all of the vegetation impacted by the

Jeff Burleson is a native of Lumberton,
N.C, who lives in Myrtle Beach, 5.C. He
graduated from N.C. State University and
is a certified biologist and professional
forester for Southern Palmetto
Environmental Consulting.




physical destruction methods. Mechanical treatment alone
isn’'t always the best way to kill off competing vegetation prior
to planting a fall food plot.

Chemical control through herbicides is the best way to kill
plants. Essentially, herbicides will inhibit photosynthesis, cell
wall production, or some other biological process critical for
plant growth and survival. Herbicide use is the best way to
control competing vegetation on sites where an established,
noxious plant community is present. Or herbicides prior to
planting can be used to just restart the food plot killing off any
preferred species as well to start off with a clean seed bed too.

For the best results, a full spectrum herbicide should be used
to attack both woody and herbaceous vegetation.

While a variety of full spectrum herbicides are available,
glyphosate is the most readily available and most effec-
tive chemical killer of woody and herbaceous vegetation.
Glyphosate was first registered in 1974. It is the most widely-
used herbicide in the nation. This herbicide disrupts protein
production that is required for plant growth. And while
glyphosate can bind to soil for quite some time, it must enter
the leaves or grass blades through the plant tissues in order to
be taken up by the plant and to be effective. Glyphosate can be
broadcasted, or boom sprayed over plants. Chemicals will take
effect within a few hours.

A combination of both mechanical and herbaceous treat-
ments can also be an effective way to control unwanted
vegetation. An initial herbaceous treatment can be conducted
followed by a mechanical treatment to turn the dead vegeta-
tion back into the soil. And
if the initial herbicide treat-

ment and mechanical treat- N eed

ment doesn’t kill all of the

weeds, a second herbaceous Fo o d

treatment can be applied

to kill any new growth P I ot s ’
that precipitated from the )
mechanical treatment and

germination of other weed Let us do th e

seeds that were dormant in

the soil. chores of building

Acting early is the key . o o
to controlling unwanted d nd maintainin g

vegetation for a cool season
planting. And August is the fOOd pIOtS SO YOU

prime time to start control- can hu nt
ling vegetation in food plots
prior to a fall planting regime.
Vegetation control is an
integral part of any food plot
program and controlling
competition prior to plant-
ing season will give the food
plot a head start to have rich
foods available for the fall
and winter season. =

ALL DOGS GO WeBuildFoodPlots.com
TO HEAVEN > 704-904-3851

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Mechanical methods help put
a stop to already established
vegetation, but it often needs
help from chemical means.

Todd Amenrud
MECHANICAL MEANS:
Turning up the soil through the use of plows or disks is one way to help kil
already established vegetation, but it isn’t always the best way.
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Pat Robertson

TOP BEAGLER’S KEYS
TO BREEDING SUCCESS

PETE PROCTOR SHARES HIS BREEDING SECRETS

he old saying that you can’t
argue with success certainly
holds true for Pete Proctor and
his Sunshine Kennels in Vale,
N.C. A member of the National Brace
Beagling Hall of Fame and the National
Brace Beagling Breeders Hall of Fame,
Proctor primarily competes in female
classes in American Kennel Club licensed
and sanctioned field trials. He has bred
and earned championships on well over
100 female beagles and has produced
more than two dozen male champions,
most finished by other beaglers.
Because of his breeding success, he
has been called on to write multiple
articles on breeding, puppy raising and
training for Today’s Breeder, a magazine
published by Purina for dog breeders and
canine enthusiasts. In an article titled
“Breeding for Champions” Proctor says
the best chance for success in the field is
to raise and train your own puppies.
“Your odds are even better if your
bitches come from a long line of bitches
that are good mothers and possess
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the right running traits. If you do not
already have this bitch line, you should
concentrate on buying one or more from
someone else’s line. Most successful
brace beaglers today already have an
established bitchline and are working
hard to keep it”

PAIR THEM UP RIGHT

Being a good mother and being able to
whelp and raise healthy puppies is essen-
tial to a successful breeding program,
Proctor said. They must also exhibit the
desired running traits and should be
bred to stud dogs that also exhibit those
traits, he added. Most breeders looking
to produce a high quality litter of puppies
out of their female will choose a high
profile stud dog to breed to. But that is
not always the track that Proctor follows.
Instead of choosing an individual stud
dog, he often chooses a family or line of
outstanding dogs.

“I do not necessarily breed to the best
stud available. Instead, I pick a stud dog
that can improve the traits I need for my

Pete Proctor considers Sunshine
Crybaby the pinnacle of success
for his beagle breeding program.

Pat Robertson

bitch,” he said. “For instance, if my bitch
needs a keener nose and does not excel
at carrying the line, then I am likely to
choose the best available stud whose
family have keen noses and excel at car-
rying a smooth straight line. Notice that
I pick families more than I pick individu-
als. And I try to pick the best available
stud from the family”

Proctor did not develop his principles of
breeding overnight. It was a long process,
spanning many years. He grew up rabbit
hunting with his Dad and was always
looking to improve the performance of
their pack of beagles.

“One Saturday afternoon a bunch of us
were running our gun dog packs together
and discussing what we liked and did not
like in our dogs,” he recalled. “One of the

Pat Robertson covered outdoors
issues for more than 30 years for
The State and The Columbia Record
newspapers. Now retired, he is

a full-time free-lancer living in
Blythewood, S.C, where he and
his wife, Jan, raise beagles and
compete in field trials.




participants said it sounded like he might like field
trials. And he gave Proctor the name of a prominent
beagle field trialer named J.W. Kidd of Huntersville.
Kidd took Proctor out to watch some of his dogs run
and introduced him to beagle field trials.

SUNSHINE CRYBABY

“My Dad died shortly after that and my interest
in rabbit hunting went away; he said. He found a
replacement in beagle field trials and his journey
into prominence in the sport began. He did not enter
many of his own dogs in field trials and did not do
much breeding the first few years of his interest in
the sport. He mostly ran dogs for Kidd and a couple
of other prominent field trialers and used the experi-
ence to study the sport.

“It was a learning process. I did not stand in the gal-
lery and chat with other beaglers. I watched the runs
and compared how the dogs performed,” he said. He
then applied those lessons to developing his own
breeding program.

Today his program includes as many as 10 generations of pro-
ducing females. The culmination of his program resides in one of
his current field champions, Sunshine Crybaby.

“She has raised every pup she ever had without too much
assistance. And she has produced nine field champions, with
another that could have finished already, but the owner’s wife
has been sick and he has not run her in trials. Looking at all
aspects — performance, producing ability and being a good
mother, she is the best;” he said.

THE NEW ARGO 2021

SXE8x

© 2021 ARGO XTV. Riders must wear an approved helmet, eye protection, protective clothing and when operating in water always wear a personal floatation device. Use handholds and stay completely inside
the vehicle. Never engage in stunt driving. Along with concerned conservationists everywhere, ARGO® urges you to respect public and private lands. Ride only on designated areas or trails. Preserve your
future riding opportunities by showing respect for the environment, local laws and the rights of others when riding.

Pete Proctor works Field Champion
Sunshine Crybaby on the trail of a
fleeing rabbit.

Pat Robertson

Using those same principles as guides, Proctor said he
believes they apply across all phases of beagle field trial compe-
titions — both gun dogs and braces.

Taking that a step further, using performance, productivity
and breeding to enhance desired traits while improving areas
that are lacking can provide a framework for a breeding pro-
gram in any competitive field dog sport or hunting program, no
matter the breed. =

visT BOST ARGO ATV SALES

6540 HWY 152 EAST ¢ ROCKWELL, NC 28138 » 704-279-5736 « WWW.ATVARGO.COM
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SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR SPECIALS

OFFERED BY

A.K. MCCALLUM CO.
715 Ramsey St
Fayetteville, NC 28301
910-483-6804
akmccallumco.com

ANGLERS MARINE NC
842 Ocean Hwy West
Supply, NC 28462
910-755-7900
anglersmarinenc.com

ANGLERS MARINE NC
13578 US-70 Bus
Clayton, NC 27520
919-585-7900
anglersmarinenc.com

BAY RACER MARINE
213 US Highway 70 West
Havelock, NC 28532
252-447-2277
bayracermarine.com

BERKELEY OUTDOORS
2955 S. Live Oak Dr
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
843-761-2628
803-333-9992
803-505-8727
berkeleyoutdoors.com

BOAT DOCK MARINE
5981 NC Hwy 8
Lexington, NC 27292
336-357-5906
boatdockmarinenc.com

BOATER’S MARINE
1309 Skyway Dr.
Monroe, NC 28110
704-282-0967
boatersmarinenc.com

BRAZDA MARINE
2645 Highway 24
Newport, NC 28570
252-240-1600
brazdamarine.net

BROAD CREEK MARINA
18 Simmons Road
Hilton Head Island, SC. 29926
843-681-3625
broadcreekmarinahh.com

BROWN’S MARINE INC
1825 Anthony Rd
Burlington, NC 27215
336-229-5784
brownsmarinenc.com

BROWN’S RV SUPERSTORE
30049 Hwy 151
McBee, SC 29101
(833) 209-7274
brownsrvsuperstore.com

CAPE ROMAIN MARINE
10129 Hwy. 17 N.
McClellanville, SC 29458
843-887-3330
caperomainmarine.com

CAROLINA INBOARD
1225 Bickley Road
Irmo, SC 29063
803-781-1024
carolinainboard.com

CAROLINA OUTBOARD
220 NC Hwy 210 West
Hampstead, NC 28443
910-319-0506
carolinaoutboard.com

CAROLINA WATER SPORTS & MARINE
114 Days Inn Drive
Mooresville, NC 28117
(704) 663-4500
carolinawatersportsmarine.com

Not all Noeth Carolina and South Carolina American Suzuki Motor of America Inc. marine dealers are represented in this adverlisemenl.
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CHARLOTTE SKI BOAT
1206 Brawley School Rd
Mooresville, NC 28117
704-525-6006
charlotteskiboats.com

CHATLEE BOAT & MARINE

2615 Jefferson Davis Hwy.

Sanford, NC 27330
919-775-7259
chatleeboats.com

COASTLINE RV & MARINE
2340 S. Highway 17
Murrells Inlet, SC 29576
843-458-3999
coastlinervrentals.com

COLLINS INC.

4620 US 70 Bus Hwy East
Smithfield, NC 27577
919-934-3143
Collinsboating.com

COUICK’S MARINE
3613 Providence Rd S.
Waxhaw, NC 28173
704-843-2155
couicksmarine.com

COVE 2 COAST MARINE
1821 Lake Murray Blvd.
Columbia, SC 29212
803-814-1514
cove2coastmarine.com

COVE 2 COAST MARINE
2476 Savannah Hwy.
Charleston, SC 29407

843-212-3915
cove2coastmarine.com

DOC’S MARINE
5803 Icard Ridge Rd
Hickory, NC 28601
828-598-0637
docsmarinenc.com

DOSS MARINE
1720 Chapin Road
Chapin, SC 29036

803-345-1001
dossmarine.com

DOWN EAST MARINE
455 Highway 70 Otway
Beaufort, NC 28516
252-728-5817
downeastmarine.com

ED WATKINS MARINE
3333 Hwy 16N
Denver NC 28037
704-483-2628
edwatkinsmarine.com

FORT MACON MARINA INC
417 E FT Macond Rd Pob 370
Atlantic Beach, NC 28512
252-726-2055
fortmaconmarina.com

GRAHAM MARINE
318 W Harden St
Graham, NC 27253
336-227-8711
grahammarinesales.net

GREENVILLE MARINE
3600 Greenville Blvd. N.E.
Greenville, NC 27834
252-758-5938
greenvillemarine.com

GUNNELLS MARINE
102 Rock Church Rd NW
Greenwood, SC 29649
864-223-2275
gunnellsmarine.com

J & J MARINE
2530 Badin Road
Albemarle NC 28001
704-983-867
jandjmarinesales.com

JET JOE’S MARINE
SALES AND SERVICE
565 Satterwhite Point Rd.
Henderson, NC 27537
252-430-6209
jetjoesmarine.com

JIMMY’S MARINE
6685 Beach Drive SW
Ocean Isle Beach, NC 28469
910-575-3600
jimmysmarine.com

JOHNSON’S MARINE & OFFROAD
1782 Old Edisto Dr.
Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-531-1655
johnsonmarineandoffroad.com

LONG’S FISHING & MARINE
5401 HWY 24
Anderson, SC 29625-6020
864-287-9064 « Fax 864-287-2965
longs-marine.com

LONG ISLAND MARINA
8400 Long Island Road
Catawba, NC 28609
828-241-4877
longislandmarina.com

MARINE 360
1925 Johnson Marina Rd
Chapin, SC 29036
803-749-2360
marine360sc.com

MARINE SERVICE PRO, INC.
8210 River Road SE
Southport, NC 28461
910-363-4725
marineserviceprosinc.com

MARINE WAREHOUSE
6921 Market Dt
Wilmington, NC 28411
910-799-1277
marinewarehousecenter.com

MARTIN’S PERFORMANCE BOATING
9345 Macedonia Church Rd
Prosperity, SC 29127
803-364-2162
martinsmarine.com

MERRITT MARINE
1804 NC-86
Hillsborough, NC 27278
919-732-7377
merrittmarine.com

NORTH POINT WATERSPORTS
112 Doolie Rd.
Mooresville, NC
704-799-1994

northpointwatersports.com

info@npwatersports.com

PERFORMANCE EAST
604 Corporate Drive
Goldshoro, NC 27530
888-503-8900
ncpowersports.com

PRECISION MARINE INC
5201 USHwy 70 E
Goldshoro, NC 27534
919-751-1199
precisionmarineinc.com

RADCLIFFE MARINE
865 US-264 Bypass
Belhaven, NC 27810
(252) 943-3923
radcliffemarine.com

$ suzuxi
[~ MARINE

ROCK OUTDOORS
7440 NC Hwy 8
Lexington, NC 27292
336-793-8710
rockoutdoors.com

ROGUE MOTION BOAT SALES,
SERVICE & STORAGE
65 Sycamore Ave
Charlesont, SC 29407
843-633-1433
roguemotion.com

SEA ISLAND MARINE
1105 Rodgers Street
Beaufort, SC 29902
843-524-7272
seaislandmarinebeaufort.com

SOUTHPORT MARINE MART
4711 Long Beach Rd
Southport, NC
910-457-6350
marinemartnc.com

SOUTHPORT WATERSPORTS
4888 Coastal Drive
Southport, NC 28461
910-477-6681
southportwatersports.com

SOUTHSIDE OUTDOORS
1077 Clarence Coker Hwy
Turbeville, South Carolina 29162
843-659-2628
southsideoutdoors.com

STRICKLAND MARINE CENTER
4520 Hwy 24
Anderson, SG 29626
864-225-0145
stricklandmarine.com

STROUD AND SON MARINE SALES
897 Ocean Hwy
Edenton, NC 27932
252-482-8938
stroudandson.com

SUTTON MARINE
914 park avenue southeast
aiken, sc 29801
803-648-6141
suttonmarine.com

THE BOAT RACK
7565 E NC 150 Hwy
Sherrills Ford, NC 28673
828-478-2222
theboatrack.com

TRI-COUNTY MARINE
1203 Premier Road
Granite Falls, NC 28630
828-728-4845
tricountyboats.com

TWIN LAKES MARINE, INC
265 Satterwhite Point Rd
Henderson, N.C. 27537
252-431-0416
twinlakesmarinenc.com

UNIVERSAL MARINE
144-A Wayne Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
252-723-1577
universalmarinenc.com

WEBSTERS MARINE INC
5974 N Okatie Hwy
Ridgeland, SC 29936-8248
843-987-6663 * Fax 843-379-2628
webstersmarine.com

YOPP BROTHERS INC
883 Hwy 210 W Pob 849
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460

910-327-2831
yoppbrothersmarine.com


www.suzuki.com



www.suzuki.com
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~— SUMMER
SHARKIN

OFF THE CAPE

- HATTERAS

" COMAST

FORGET SWIMMING AND

SUNTANNING; SHARK FISHING
1S MUCH MORE EXCITING

the first mate of the Seas The Day said. I believed him. Looking
down at the sandtiger shark that my friend Bobby Keller had
just reeled up to the boat’s edge, I knew I would never go swim-
ming in the ocean again.

We were fishing along Cape Point in the summer of 2020. Back
on shore were the perils of COVID and quarantine, so Bobby,
his dad, Terry Keller, and I had planned a bit of an escape
on board Capt. Ethan Ingle’s charter out of Buxton, N.C. We
had already seen an awesome sunrise over the Cape Hatteras
Lighthouse and landed a few fish when Bobby hooked the
shark that ultimately took him more than half an hour to bring
to the boat. Bobby is an avid angler and, as such, no slouch
when it comes to reeling in big fish. But even he had to put in
some effort for this catch.

Many species of shark can be found cruising along the Outer
Banks throughout any given year, including blacktips, spinners,
and even great whites. Some of these sharks you can keep for
great eating. And some of them you can’t. Great whites are
obviously one of the latter species. Sandtigers are off the table
(pun intended), too. So when Bobby got his shark to the boat,
we cut it loose and went about the rest of our half-day trip.

THE RIGHT TACKLE IS KEY
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THE RIGHT TACKLE IS KEY

Fishing for sharks isn’t that complicated as long as you
have the right tackle. Ingle often uses a Penn 4500-size reel
paired with 30- or 40-pound braided line on a lighter rod,
giving his anglers plenty of line capacity if a shark makes
arun or, as often happens, tries to wind itself around the
prop or the anchor line.

“Having that lighter setup really pays off because you
can maneuver around the boat, and youTe less likely of a
chance of them wrapping up on something and breaking
you off;’ Ingle said. “T've had better success using light line.
But I do use about 10 or 15 feet of 50-pound mono just to
give the line some stretch so it’s a little more forgiving.

“Also,” Ingle added about the monofilament line, “if it
wraps or rubs around the boat, it’s a lot more forgiving
than braided line. The braided line isn’t nearly as abrasion-
resistant as mono. I've definitely had days where you had
the mono rub up against the boat hard. And you know if
that was braid you would have lost it”

Ingle then adds a swivel, and 18 to 24 inches of 300-pound
mono to the braid/mono combo.

“Some people use 7-strand wire;” Ingle said. “I feel like I
get more bites with mono. But that may not make a differ-
ence. You can't use single-strand, though, because it’ll kink
and you usually lose them.”

Bluefish heads are an especially effective bait choice,
as are small live bluefish. “But anything bloody and oily
works; Ingle said. Circle hooks are required by law, with
Ingle opting for size 10/0 to 12/0.

TAKE TWO

Fast forward to August 2021 and I was back fishing with
Ingle aboard the Seas The Day. It was just me and him on
this trip. So we planned to troll with a few rods and then
cast as opportunities arose.

(apt. Ethan Ingle’s 28-foot Grady White sportfishing
boat is equally home in the Pamlico Sound and
offshore. OPPOSITE PAGE: The sandtiger shark the
author and Ingle reeled in together.
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CAPE HATTERAS COAST

“Basically, we'e fishing on top of a big shoal about 7 or 8 feet
deep, on the down-current side;” Ingle said. “The current typi-
cally flows from the southwest up to the northeast. We're right
on a break; a dropoff that drops down to about 26 feet”

Ingle has most of his shark success as a charter captain in
Hatteras Inlet when high tides push clean saltwater into it.
However, a week or so of rain before our trip ruled out that
strategy and led us to the shoal. It didn't take us long to get
into fish. But the blacktips we were primarily searching for
were strangely absent. The reason why became obvious soon
enough, though.

Ingle and I were trolling with two rods behind the boat by this
point in the trip. Both were free-spooled to let any wary shark
get the bait firmly in its mouth before any pressure was applied
to the line that might cause it to spook and spit the hook out.
One rod eventually began losing line and I jumped into action,
closing the spool and adding just enough drag to start getting
the shark’s attention. I had no more done so than line began
peeling off the second reel. Two sharks at once?

Taylor Pardue



NOT QUITE

Ingle jumped to the second rod and began getting set for what
we thought was going to be an epic fight against two blacktips.
But it soon became apparent that we had hooked into some-
thing much harder to bring to the surface. We each struggled to
gain back any of the line we had lost. Breaks in the action were
few and far between. And all of this taking place for both of us
at the same time without fail.

The shark had taken both baits before we could even react to
the first bite.

Ingle and I worked to bring what proved to be another
sandtiger shark (the same one Bobby hooked the year before?)
to the boat without breaking it off. But we could only manage
to get it to the surface and within about 20 or 30 yards of us
before its teeth finally cut through the 300-pound mono.

It’s a rare day when Ingle catches a sandtiger shark — this was
his first of the whole 2021 summer — which goes to show that
you never really know what a day of fishing might hold off Cape
Point. Especially when you're actively trying for a shark.

For more information on
chartering a trip aboard
the Seas The Day with
Capt. Ethan Ingle, visit
fishingbooker.com/profile/
view/15389. =

Taylor Pardue s a freelance
outdoor writer from Raleigh, N.C.
He graduated from N.C. State
with a degree in fisheries, wildlife
and conservation biology, and is
aformer newspaper reporter. He
is an avid duck hunter and runs a
waterfowl-focused hunting blog
titled “River Fowler.”

MOONFISHIN’ WHERE THE SHARKS SWIM

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Taylor Pardue

Register as an AMSOIL
Preferred Customer to receive:
« Reduced Pricing of up to 25% on every order.

« Free Shipping on orders of $100
($130 Canada) or more.

« Birthday Gift of a $5 coupon to help
celebrate your day.

« $5 Back with every $100 you spend.
« Exclusive Offers throughout the year.

« Free Membership renewal when
you spend $500 or more.

RogerikarinalICALLY(800)}781:8840/exti
tarheelsyntheticsfcom
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SUMMER SHARKING OFF THE

SHARKS SWIM

While reeling in sharks is fun, it was the moonfish that really
made my 2021 trip aboard the Seas The Day so memorable. We
began casting for baitfish when we first got to Cape Point and
quickly noticed a flock of seagulls whirling a few hundred yards
away. So, we moved in for a closer look and to try hooking what-
ever had caught their attention.

Silver flashes all along the surface met our gaze. And we started
reeling in round, slab-sided fish about a foot in length. These
unexpected visitors to the Outer Banks turned out to be a school
of moonfish, which, we learned when we reached shore and
turned our haul over to the fish-cleaning station, only a few of
the local anglers had ever seen. While there wasn't much meat
on them relative to an adult blacktip, moonfish are tasty if you
know how to properly prepare them.

Seeing acres of saltwater shining as the moonfish schooled
all around us was an unforgettable sight — as was the pod of
bottlenose dolphins that came hunting for them not long after
we did. If we had only caught the moonfish, I still would have
counted the day as a success. But we later found out that some-
thing much bigger was swimming nearby. =

The moonfish made quite a splash back at the dock, Taylor Pardue
with only a handful of locals having ever seen them

before. ACROSS SPREAD: Acres of water flashed

silver in the sunlight as moonfish schooled around

the boat.

SOUND & SEA
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Taylor Pardue
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Chris Burrows

MAKE YOUR FUEL
EXPENSE COUNT

LIGHTEN YOUR LOAD, PLAN YOUR TRIPS ACCORDINGLY

case you haven't been

paying attention to any-
thing lately, fuel prices
are at an all-time high,

even when adjusted for inflation.

Blame whatever you want, gasoline
alone has approached $5/gallon this
summer and doesn’t look to be retreating
much anytime soon. Diesel fuel is even
higher. Any marina manager will tell you
that they are seeing fewer trips this sea-
son, with the stated reason as “the price
of fuel”

We all still want to go fishing though,
right? Here are a couple of concepts that
will help you still be able to get on the
water without taking out a second mort-
gage just to fill the tank.

LIGHTEN THE LOAD

This concept is simple. Every pound of
weight that you don’t have on the boat
with you is another pound of weight that
your motor(s) doesn’t have to push away
from the dock and back home again.

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

The most immediately effective way to
do this is to remove unnecessary items
from the boat. Take inventory of the
lead you keep on the boat. If it hasn’t
seen the water in several seasons, it
probably won’t be needed on the next
few trips, either.

Leave a couple of your “just in case”
downrigger balls behind. If youre not
going to the bluewater, take the outrigger
poles down and put them in the garage.

It requires some trade-offs here and
there. But if you can set your expecta-
tions for what you will be fishing for, you
can narrow down what you need, poten-
tially saving some critical weight. Instead
of filling an in-deck fish box completely
up with ice, a good investment is a fish
bag, the style that kingfish anglers use
in tournaments. You'll need less ice, as
the insulation on those bags is extremely
efficient. And these bags hold much
more than you think.

Fluid weight is critical on any vessel.
Saltwater weighs about 8.6 pounds a gal-

King mackerel are available
close to beaches, so anglers
can land big fish without
burning too much fuel.

Chris Burrows

lon, while freshwater weighs about 8.3
pounds for the same amount. With fuel,
diesel and gasoline weigh 7 and 6 pounds
per gallon, respectively.

A lot of newer center consoles have
three livewells. That’s great for easy
access and segregating different baits.
The larger, 55-gallon and greater capacity
livewells can add some serious weight
to your vessel when full. If theyre being
used, then great.

But you can drop some mass instantly
at the end of the day (before making the
run back to the dock) if you cut them off,
then close the seacock to the pump that
fills them, leaving the one connected to
the drain open. Your boat will immedi-
ately ride a little bit higher in the water.

Chris Burrows began his charter fishing
career out of Charleston and Georgetown,
SG, but moved to Brunswick County, NC

in 2005. He currently runs Wing & Fish
Company in Shallotte and is involved with
fisheries management at the federal level,
but still fishes recreationally whenever he
gets a free second.




Does your 60-gallon freshwater tank have to be completely full,
or could you get by with 15 gallons for a trip?

You don't want to risk running out of fuel, of course, but you
don’t need 150 gallons in the tank if you are running to the
buoy to chase cobia. Leave yourself a reserve, and don’t forget
to add in what you will be burning while trolling or checking
out a different spot. But a partially filled tank will lead to a
lighter boat.

The more you know about your boat’s fuel economy, the
more accurately you can make the fuel calculation based on
plans and load. You should know your boat’s “sweet spot” with
regards to fuel economy, too.

Just pushing the throttle to the dash with the trim tabs all
the way down isn't the best way to save on gas. Try three-
quarters throttle with just a bit of tab, if tab is even necessary.
Play around with it. Modern gauges are getting very accurate
with regards to fuel consumption now, especially when they
are linked to GPS. Keep watching the gauges. You'll figure out
quickly when you get it right.

PLAN YOUR TRIPS ACCORDINGLY

If your saltwater fishing platform is trailerable, chances are
that your truck gets better fuel economy than your boat. A lot of
times, a boat ramp may be closer to your spot than the one you
have traditionally used. Do the math. If 20 minutes in your truck
saves you having to run 6 miles each way on the water (12 total)
and your boat at current load gets 2.4 miles per gallon, that’s 5
gallons of gas you don’t have to burn on the water. You have to
know your truck’s fuel economy when towing too. But automo-
tive engines are usually a good bit more efficient than outboards.

Live bait is usually your best bet during the summer months.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

FISHING FUEL:

Record fuel prices aren’t a death sentence for fish-
ing. But they do present a challenge. A few tweaks
to your saltwater tendencies will allow you to stay
on the water without breaking the bank.

Every nice morn-
ing, boats are gen-
erally just offshore
of any beach in the
Carolinas, running
up and down look-
ing to throw a cast net at menhaden.

Menhaden (pogies) are great bait. But chasing schools of them
up and down the beach burns fuel. Instead of this method of
“making” bait, plan a stop at a nearshore artificial reef that’s
on your way to the spot, and rig up a couple of rods with sabiki
rigs. Load up on cigar minnows, which are generally kingfish
candy in summer. Then use a larger sabiki with tiny pieces of
cut squid to score some pinfish for grouper bait. It's a great
diversion if you have kids or anyone new to saltwater fishing on
board as well. If the baitfish are thick you can get the skunk off
the boat really quickly this way.

It’s also vital to know the weather report heading into your
fishing day. Most importantly, what direction will the waves be
coming from?

You will be most comfortable and efficient running down-sea
coming home. But that usually means you must run into a head
sea going out. Banging straight onto the waves headed offshore
is no fun. It’s also the least fuel efficient.

Running in the trough can be squirrely at times. But it’s the
best compromise for both legs of the trip. You can also work
your way up or down the beach while fishing to get a slightly
better angle for the trip home as well. The more the waves are
behind you, the nicer (and cheaper) it will be. =

COOKING ON THE WILD SIDE >
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Jerry Dilsaver

RAINBOW
TUNA PASTA
SALAD

LIGHT RECIPE IS A REFRESHING
SUMMER MEAL

It takes very little cooking to get the
tuna just right, so be careful not to
overcook it. INSET: Tuna, pasta and
assorted vegetables go well together,
and the rainbow-colored pasta adds a
nice visual touch to this meal.

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

ugust days are hot. So a nice
cool meal like this is a great
way to end them.Tuna is a

favorite fish in the Carolinas, and just
about everyone enjoys pasta. The two
together are enough to excite the
taste buds of most folks. This mixture
includes tomatoes, corn, peas, carrots,
onions, cucumbers and more. It all
blends well and I believe it exceeds
expectations.

This month, sportsmen’s minds begin
to wander from their next fishing pur-
suit to their first hunt of the year. Hunt-
ers will have plenty to do to get ready
for the coming seasons and this meal
will fill them up lightly and not bog
them down. There should be plenty of
energy left to straighten decoys, shoot
some arrows or skeet to sharpen the
eyes or whatever else needs to be done
in the cool of the early evening.

Maybe one of your late summer
fishing adventures could be catching
the tuna to make this dish. Blackfins,
yellowfins and even a few bigeyes are
working the Gulf Stream eddies and
temperature breaks. If that doesn't fit
your schedule, your favorite fishmonger
should have a few loins and be ready to
slice a steak or some tasty medallions
foryou. =

Serve peppers and
olives in bowls on
the side and allow
folks to add them
based on their per-
sonal preferences.

Jerry Dilsaver



RAINBOW TUNA

PASTA SALAD

I like tunal Maybe not quite enough to slice a
piece off on the way to the fish box, but once
it's been bled and chilled, 'm game. This is
another tasty way to use tuna and I think you'll
enjoy it too. For those that are squeamish, this
recipe involves cooking the tuna — a little.

| also like pasta and decided cooked and
chilled pasta would go well with tuna. The next
decision was which pasta. And after several
trials, | decided | preferred the multicolor rotini
from Mueller. You may prefer another pasta, but
I think this one, with spinach in the green spirals
and carrots in the red spirals, adds more to the
dish than regular or whole wheat pasta. The
extra colors add to its appeal also and helped
with the name. A tip on cooking the pasta is

PREPARATION:

1. Put the tuna in a Ziploc bag, add enough
Zesty Italian dressing to cover it, squeeze all the
air out, seal it and let it marinate in the refrigera-
tor while preparing the rest of the meal.

2.1f using frozen corn and peas, remove them
from the freezer and allow them to thaw.

3. Cook the pasta according to the directions
on the package.

4. Cool the pasta in the refrigerator.

5. Dice the banana peppers, onion, cucumber,
tomatoes and jalapeno peppers (optional).

6. Slice the olives (optional).

7. Drain the green chilies — and tomatoes if you
use canned tomatoes.

8. Mix the vegetables, except the olives and
jalapenos, and 2 TBL of olive oil into the pasta,
seasoning to taste with pepper and Cavender’s.

9. Remove the tuna from the bag and season
lightly with pepper and Cavender’s.

10. Add a TBL of olive oil to a heavy (cast
iron) frying pan and preheat to medium to

Use a cup of mixed
frozen green peas
and carrots to save
a little time on this
recipe.

to add a splash of olive oil to help prevent it
sticking together. This recipe only calls for three
tablespoons of olive oil. One is to coat the bot-
tom of the pan for searing the tuna and the
other two are mixed into the salad. | also mix in
any drippings left in the pan. This has the flavor
of the cooking tuna, a touch of olive oil and the
Zesty ltalian dressing. This mixture isn't meant to
be wet and this is plenty of liquid.

I realize this is an unusual way to prepare
tuna and pasta, but we like it at our house. This
makes more than you will need for a meal. But
the leftovers will get eaten pretty quickly. It's a
nice, easy preparation that | find light and tasty
and | believe you'll like it too. Enjoy! =

This is a complete light meal that is ideally

INGREDIENTS:

2 pound tuna fillets or
medallions

1Pkg (12 0z.) Mueller’s
Tri-color rotini

1 Cup diced tomotoes

1 Cup chopped cucumber
1 Can (small) green chilies
%2 Cup diced sweet onion

Y2 Cup chopped banana
peppers

Y Cup frozen yellow corn
kernels

Y% Cup frozen green peas
5 Cup sliced carrots

3 TBL olive oil

Coarse ground black pepper

Cavender’s All Purpose Greek
Seasoning

Zesty Italian Dressing

OPTIONS: Chopped jalapeno
peppers, sliced
olives.

medium-high.

11. Sear the tuna to where the white is rising
about 1/8 to 1/4 inch up the side, turn over
and repeat.

12. Remove the tuna to a cutting board and
cut into approximately 1/2-inch pieces.

13. Add the drippings from the frying pan into
the pasta bowl.

14. Mix the tuna and drippings into the pasta
and vegetables.

15. Return the salad to the refrigerator for at
least 30 minutes.

16. Serve chilled.

suited for a hot August evening. | like salads and
often add a green salad or lettuce wedge. Some
of my friends also like to have a bow! of multi-
grain rolls on the table. Those who like to end
their meals with something sweet can consider
adding a slice of angel food cake topped with
sliced fruit.

Those with outside kitchens can
prepare and serve this meal on a
covered patio or deck as the day
cools. If you don't have an outside
kitchen, it's still nice to eat outside
after preparing it inside. =

Peppers and olives are best served in
separate bowls since they can change
the recipe’s taste quite a bit.

CAPE FEAR
TRIPLETAIL >

Jerry Dilsaver of Oak Island, N.C., is a free-
lance writer, as well as a former national king
mackerel champion fisherman. Readers are
encouraged to send their favorite recipes and
aphoto of the completed dish to possibly be
used in a future issue of the magazine. E-mail
the recipes and photos to Jerry Dilsaver at
captainjerry@captainjerry.com.
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TRIPLETAIL IN THE
CAPE FEAR RIVER

Don't pass up the chance to catch these summer visitors

T By Jerry Dilsaver

ripletail began spreading up the
Atlantic Seaboard over the past
couple of decades. Their large dorsal and
anal fins that flow just above and below
their tail look similar — hence the name.
Tripletail are adaptable to both ocean and
inside waters.

These fish arrive in and around the Cape
Fear River once the water warms in the
summer and stay until it cools in the fall.

Thomas Cutler caught the N.C. state
record tripletail from Ocean Crest Pier in
Oak Island on Sept. 4, 2009. It weighed
27-pounds, 7-ounces. Most N.C. tripletail
are smaller, generally ranging from 3 to 10
pounds. But N.C. anglers catch double-
digit weight fish each year.

Capt. Jeff Wolfe of Seahawk Inshore
Fishing Charters (910-619-9580) in
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Wilmington, discovered tripletail in the
lower Cape Fear River almost two decades
ago. Now, Wolfe and his son Christian offer
the opportunity to catch tripletail as a
specialty of their guide service.

Wolfe said tripletail are attracted to
shade and may be found around and
under day markers, range markers, light
towers and even the larger floats used
by commercial fishermen. They may be
under water or sometimes they float on
the surface on their side and appear to
be a large leaf or debris. When under
water, they are generally close to the sur-
face and even if they can't be seen clearly,
cast a noticeable shadow.

"The work begins once you locate a
tripletail," Wolfe said."They are spooky and
approaching too close, making noise on
the boat or making a bad cast will usually

Tripletail are hard
fighters and make
great table fare. They
head south once
summer is over, so
don’t miss out.

end the possibility of catching that one.

“The tide moves quickly in the main
part of the river. So we look for tripletail
in the bays and behind the spoil islands,
where the tide moves slower”Wolfe said.
“There is still enough current to move bait
here and tripletail lay waiting in ambush
for a tasty shrimp or minnow to drift by.
We look for that floating fish or a shadow
under something and set up to get a bait
to it. We usually use a live shrimp or min-
now suspended under a small cork”

Wolfe said tripletail fight hard and seem
to have a knack for wrapping around
something and breaking off. However,
they're worth the effort as they taste great
cooked in any way.

Tripletail have no size or number regula-
tions in N.C.. Check the latest regulations
at www.ncdmf.net.
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Winyah Bay

HIT THE GEORGETOWN
JETTIES FOR BULL REDFISH
ACT ,ON [% By By Brian Cope

THE BU IN
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he Georgetown jetties out of Winyah Bay on the

south end of South Carolina’s Grand Strand give

up numerous species of fish throughout the year.
But from summer to late fall, the hottest bite going is for
bull redfish.

These fish — redfish that are anywhere from 3-years-old
to 40-years-old — hit the jetties in big numbers as they
move from their inshore breeding grounds and stage up to
make a run offshore for the winter. They gorge themselves
on baitfish as they wait for conditions to tell them it’s time
to hit the open ocean.

Capt. Rod “Ponytail” Thomas fishes in numerous places

throughout the year, going where the bite is the hot-
test. And this time of year, Winyah Bay is where
you'll find him.
“These jetties are just loaded with bull reds
this time of year. It’s tough to think of a
place in the Carolinas where such a large
concentration of fish that are willing to bite
throughout the day that is any better than
these rocks,” said Thomas.

The toughest part of most days for
Thomas is finding enough good, quality
bait to last a full day of fishing here. He
likes using large cut chunks of mullet. And
what you'll find in most bait stores is sim-

ply too small for his liking.

BIG BAITS, BIG FISH

Multiple hookups of giant fish like these
are common during summer trips to
Winyah Bay’s Georgetown jetties.

Brian Cope
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“What I use for bait, the size eliminates catching the
majority of undesireable species. We'll catch an occasional
shark and maybe even luck up into hooking a tarpon every
now and then. But the majority of the bites we get on these
large chunks of bait are bull redfish.” said Thomas.

He catches his own bait with a cast net in Winyah Bay’s
inshore waters before heading out to the jetties. Then he
points his Avenger bay boat toward the jetties and finds a
good place to anchor down.

“On some days, the conditions might concentrate a great
number of fish into a relatively small area out here. But on
most days this time of year, as long as you've got fresh bait
and enough weight to keep it on the bottom, youre going
to get bit regularly enough.” he said.

The Georgetown jetties are basically two walls of large
piles of rocks that extend far into the ocean. On some days,
the bite is better on one side of those walls than the other.
On other davs. it. doesn’t. seem to matter. Thomas lets the

the boat, you can toss out your anchor. I like to be a cast
away from the jetty wall. These fish, on some days, will run

Many anglers catch the biggest fish of their
life at the Georgetown jetties. OPPOSITE

PAGE: Capt. Rod “Ponytail” Thomas fights a
bull red with the jetties in the background.
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WINYAH BAY

them with 60-pound braided line. At the business end is a very
short, 100-pound leader with an 8/0 circle hook. A 3-ounce
weight keeps the bait down.

Boat rods with medium-heavy and heavy ratings are standard.
Catching 30 to 40 pound redfish is not uncommon. And consid-
erably heavier ones sometimes bite as well.

These fish don’t come in especially easy, however, using gear
any lighter would mean a much longer fight, which would be
much worse on the fish.

“The quicker you can land them, the more strength they have
when you release them. Using light gear would really stress
them out and make them easy targets for sharks when you
release them,” Thomas said.

Occasionally, a bull redfish will have trouble swimming away.
But Thomas has a solution for that.

“It's somewhat rare, but every so often, one of these fish will
just go belly up as soon as you release them. I pull them back
on board, lay them on their side, and put the hose of my raw

Brian Cope
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water washdown in their mouth. Then I just run water until it
starts foaming out of their gills and they start moving their gill
plates. It really helps revive them and then you can slip them
back in and they’re good to go. It’s the best way to release a
worn-out fish. It works like a charm,” he said.

Healthy releases are important, Thomas said, because these
bulls are the breeders that keep the entire inshore stock of slot-
sized redfish in good shape.

“Some of these fish are as much as 40-years-old. So they've made
the trek from offshore to inshore and back dozens of times.

“These are true trophy fish, and the last thing we want to do
is kill them. It’s an honor for anglers to get the chance to catch
them. Just to think about what these fish have seen in their
lifetimes is amazing. Their population is healthy and we want
to keep it that way;” he said.

MULTIPLE RODS, MULTIPLE
HOOKUPS

Once Thomas is anchored up, he baits up six rods, casts them
out, then puts the rods in rod holders.

“The more bait you have in the water, the better your chances
of hooking up,” he said. “And when you've got multiple anglers
on board, double- and triple-hookups are a lot of fun.

“On unusually slow days, having numerous rods out can mean
the difference between a mediocre day and a good day. On
other days it really doesn’t matter, because with even one rod
out, youe going to get bit

Thomas starts off with four rods facing the jetty. Their baits
are fairly close to the jetty wall. He puts another two on the
other side of the boat.

“It doesn’t take long for you to figure out where the hot bite is
coming from that day. And on some days, theyre biting in every
direction. We will see boats
100, 200 yards away from us

Brian Cope is the editor

and they're into them just of Carolina Sportsman
as thick as we are,” he said. Magaizine and
CarolinaSportsman.com.
He’s been writing about
the outdoors since 2006.
DON’T OVERLOOK Reach him at brianc@
AR""F'C' Als > sportsmannetwork.com
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EMERALD ISLE
FALL FISHING
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RUNNING OF THE BULLS IN
WINYAH BAY

DON’T OVERLOOK ARTIFICIALS

Cut bait is definitely the go-to choice here. But Thomas said
when the bite is especially strong, artificial lures fished under
popping corks can add a little extra to a trip.

“This is a really popular tactic in North Carolina’s Pamlico
Sound. But I don’t see many anglers using it in Winyah Bay yet.
It’s a lot of fun catching them like this,” said Thomas.

He ties an 18- to 24-inch leader under a popping cork and fin-
ishes it off with a heavy jighead and a long soft plastic grub.

“Catching a bull redfish on the bottom is a lot of fun. And
catching one on a popping cork just below the surface kicks it
up a notch. It’s also good when you have anglers that prefer to
be more active than just waiting on a bite;” he said.

Thomas said anglers need to work this rig very aggressively,
making lots of noise and imparting a good deal of action to
the lure.

“You need to pop it real hard, very aggresively. Make lots of
noise and get that lure really moving. When a bull red hits this,
it’s a bite you'll never forget, and the start of a fight you'll never
forget,” he said.

ALL SUMMER LONG

This bite starts off and ends at slightly different times each year,
but Thomas said it’s a sure-thing during the summer months.

“Some years, these fish gather here in late spring and leave in
the early fall,” he said. “Other years, they show up a little later,
early in the summer and stay until Thanksgiving,

“It’s generally very consistent throughout the summer and
into at least the early fall” =

Brian Cope
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Dawson Hinkamp shows
off the right size bait

for fishing the jetties.
You can also see the
Owen Lupton rig which
virtually eliminates fish
getting deep hooked.

When fishing for bull
RIG redfish, Capt. Rod Thomas always
uses an Owen Lupton rig, which is
required during certain months in
some parts of North Carolina. It is some-
times referred to as a Carolina Drum rig.

The rig consists of a swivel and a short (3 inches or less), heavy
leader of mono or fluorocarbon finished with a circle hook. An
egg weight is threaded onto that leader and either doesn't slide
at all or slides very little due to the short length of the leader.

This rig is known to drastically reduce the frequency with which
redfish are deep-hooked.

“With long leaders, the fish will often swallow the bait (and
hook) completely. But with this short Owen Lupton rig, the fish
feels the weight almost immediately after taking the bait into
its mouth. So it stops when it feels the weight and begins to
swim off. The weight helps the circle hook embed itself into
the corner of the mouth, Thomas said.

While it's not required in South Carolina, and only under cer-
tain circumstances in North Carolina, Thomas said he uses it any
time he fishes for bull redfish, no matter where he is fishing.

Brian Cope

“It's a North Carolina thing. And it just isn't popular in South Car-
olina yet, but it should be. It's a great rig. It's got a high hookup
ratio and a very low deep-hooking ratio,"he said.

Anglers new to the rig often worry about losing fish that are
scared off by the weight. But Thomas said if that happens at all,
it's too infrequently to notice. He also said he'd rather lose an
occasional trophy fish than to catch, but gut hook, a single one. =

SWANSBORO REDS

Tom Hemby Real Estate
presents the Performance East
Atlantic Beach King Mackerel
Fishing Tournament

September 30th: 6-10pm
Captain’s Meeting and
Sponsor Appreciation Event

October 22nd: épm
Award’s Banquet

ABFD

A nonprofit
organization
supporting the

Ociober 1-22

abkingmack.com
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Dale Collins of Swanshoro
guided this young angler and
his dad to a 30-inch red drum

FISHING IS RED HOT

for redfish in Swanshoro

By Craig Holt
D ale Collins of FishOrDie Charters of Swansboro (252-422-
4326), luckily hasn't been gob-smacked by fuel prices
because he specializes in taking clients to nearby creeks and
marsh bays with his center console 23-foot aluminum skiff.

“It's hot in August. But you can have a good drum topwater bite
near Bogue and Bear Inlets early in the mornings and late in the
evenings, he said.

Collins'favorite lures for redfish include ¥-ounce Gulp and Red-
fish Magic spinnerbaits during falling tides, or soft-plastic paddle-
tail lures bumped along the bottom.

Good fishing hours include the first couple of hours of incom-
ing tide and last two hours of falling tide.

When tides flood marsh grass, he'll push a 3/0 Owner circle
hook into a soft-plastic grub to make it weedless and toss it
in front of tailing redfish that scour bottoms for tiny crabs and
other crustaceans.

“I like for clients to fish the edges of marsh islands near a little
deeper water with a Carolina rig or pitch live baits at docks with
shade/ he said.

If redfish don't show interest in artificial lures, Collins ties on
Carolina rigs to flip live finger mullets, pinfish, tiny croakers or
menhaden near marsh islands.

GUSTOM BUILT
QUALITY
OUTDOOR

BBQ PRODUCTS

SINCE 1989
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Dale Collins

“Live baits seem to work better when it gets hot after the sun
gets up. Redfish like cooler water, which is deeper or shadier. In
the middle of bays in August, the water temperature can get to 95
degrees!

During bright days, Collins noted red drum like the ends of

shady docks in deeper water.

Oyster beds also can be a
redfish magnet, he said.

"Oyster beds attract mud
minnows and hold all types
of little crabs. Redfish eat mud
crabs and small blue crabs”

His open-water tackle includes
medium-light 40-pound class
Star rods mated to 2500 series
Penn Conflict reels spooled
with 10-pound test Power Pro
braided main line and pink
30-pound test Yo-Zuri moncfila-
ment leaders.

For fishing near oyster rocks
or marsh edges, he'll use 6- to
14-pound rated Star Segis
rods with 15-to 20-pound test
Power Pro and 50-pound test
fluorocarbon leaders.

A day’s catch often includes
five to 10 red drum and floun-
der that'll smack artificial grubs
and live baits, the same things
drum eat.

The redfish keeper limit in
North Carolina is one fish per
day inside an 18- to 27-inch
slot limit. =
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TAMING TARPON

Silver kings are bifing in Georgetown

By Jeff Burleson
A ugust is the prime month to target tarpon
in the inshore waters along the South Caro-
lina coast.

Guide Greg Holmes of Fish Skinny Charters out of
Georgetown, South Carolina specifically fishes for
everything from bull reds, speckled trout, and floun-
der to the ultimate of all, the silver king.

“Tarpon show up around here in mid-July and
are available until the first week or two of October,
Holmes said. (843-241-0594) “But, the second and
third week of August is the peak for tarpon fishing in
the Georgetown area, especially in the bay”

The inshore and nearshore waters are inundated
with mullet, menhaden, and juvenile fishes this time
of year. The tarpon will gorge on these schools of
baitfish wherever they can find them. And the near-
shore and inshore waters are typically teeming with
forage in August.

“The jetties, river mouths, beachfronts, and bays are
good places to find tarpon in the peak of the sum-
mer”he said.

Holmes patrols these areas and looks for fish feeding,
rolling on the surface, or bait busting on the surface.

"I like to ride in the bay on the rising tide and look Numerous tarpon spend the summer

. p y

for nervous bait. Sometimes you can even see the in Georgetown’s waters, and these fish BIaCk S Camp

flashes at a distance. It's not that hard to see. And can put on a show when hooked. on the

it can be obvious when a big one explodes on the Santee Cooper Lake System

surface, he said. Florida following the bait venturing up Deep Water Access
Holmes floats either live or dead bait 3 feet below a  the Eastern Seaboard. And the rich and to Diversion Canal

cork. Floating the baits enables them to cover a large  fertile waters around Georgetown are and Both Lakes...

area. He will use either a live or dead 9- to 12-inch prime places to land a 100+ pound fish in Boat Launch is Protected From

mullet or large menhaden on a 7/0 or 9/0 offset the simmering August waters. = Wind and Current,

circle hook.
‘It is always best to fish

these areas when you see fish

surfacing and feeding on live Trusted By Sportsman For 30 Years
schools. Sometimes you don't
see them at all though. But

it doesn't mean the tarpon
aren't there either. We will
stake up and fish these areas

fora .Whlle’ he said. . Bait « Ice » Fuel Available
Typically, tarpon will be

traveling in groups that can
be in small two- to three-fish BOAT = MOTORCYCI.E & ATV = CAMPER & RV Please
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TROLL THE PEPTHS FOR
SUMMERTIME FIsH.

I By Phillip Gentry

Phillip Gentr
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On any given weekend night throughout
the summer, you’re very likely to hear

MUSIC ROLLING ACROSS THE WATER.

The summer crowds love to come to the lake to party and get
down to the beat.

On Lake Greenwood in South Carolina, Dale Brown from
Waterloo is likely to be at the source of the music. As the owner
of Brown Entertainment, he can jam with the best of them, pro-
viding music and karaoke to several lakeside venues.

During the day, Brown loves to get down on the water. By get-
ting down, he means trolling baits behind his boat. He trolls for
almost anything that will bite during the summer heat. He's not
alone. Trolling is a great way to cover water, create a breeze to
keep the heat under control, and catch fish. The remaining fac-
tor is targeting the right depths for the fish you're seeking.

Phillip Gentry

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

SURFACE TO 10 FEET

When he’s on the water, Brown targets long stretches of
water that have enough current to keep the water a bit
cooler than the surrounding areas, and with relatively clean
bottom so there’s almost no chance of fouling his lines.

“The stretch of water I like is only 8 to 10 feet deep
through the whole run;’ he said. “I catch everything from
bass to crappie, perch and even stripers.

From the rear deck of his pontoon, Brown will cast out
four to six lines. Most of these lines will have crappie jigs
on them ranging from % to Y52 ounces. Another favorite
bait is a sinking blade bait called a Steel Shad.

“I cast the lines out and then check the depth,” he said.
“If I can lift the rod all the way up, then pull the line with
my other hand and it comes to the top, that’s about the
right distance out.

Brown sets his speed on a variable speed trolling motor
for just under 1 mile per hour. He then makes passes up
and down the stretch of river.

“I see bait in here most of the time;” he said. “T know my
baits are covering different depths, some up close to the
top and others near the bottom. So I don’t depend much
on electronics, I just troll until I catch fish”

10 FEET TO 20 FEET >
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10 FEET TO 20 FEET

Lake Gaston, N.C. fishing guide Zakk Royce fishes for a num-
ber of different species during the year. When white perch and
striped bass, along with a few black bass and even a catfish
or two favor open water in the mid-depth range, Royce uses a
crankbait/jig combo that lets him keep his baits securely in the
mid depths.

“Irun a three-way swivel from the 8- to 10-pound main line
that goes to my rod. I tie two, 2- to 3-foot leaders off of it using
20-pound mono,” he said. “I tie the crankbait on the shorter
leader and the longer one gets a Beetle Spin or something with
asmall blade attached”

Royce uses the crankbait as a depth planer. He said a Bandit 200
will run to about 10 feet and the 300 will run deeper. The lighter
jig runs above the crank and
tends to collect smaller fish
like perch and crappie while
usually only the bigger fish

Phillip Gentryisa
freelance outdoor writer

will hit the crankbait and photographer who
« , ’ says that ifit swims,
That’s not a hard and fast walks, hops, fies or

crawls he’s usually not too

rule; he said. “I've caught _
far behind.
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GET DOWN ON THE WATER

two smaller perch on the same crank”

Royce uses the 112-pound, 36-volt trolling motor on his
guide boat to troll the rigs, one on either side of the boat. The
optimal trolling speed is from 2.0 to 2.5 mph. He has tried to
run more rods but said when he’s in a school of fish, it’s tough
to handle more than two rods.

“I run the lines way back,
like 100 feet behind the
boat. So it takes a little bit
of maneuvering to get turned around. But
if the perch are in the area, along with catfish,
bass, and crappie, I'm usually catching fish all
through the run,” he said.

20 FEET TO 50 FEET >
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FISH SPECIES

Not an official document.
Refer to SCNDR's official
fishing regulations pamphlet
or www.dnr.sc.gov.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)

Minimum Lengths

Creel Limit (per person)

Greater amberjack 28"FL 1/day
Blue marlin 99" LJFL 1/day
White marlin 66" LJFL 1/day
Sailfish 63" LJFL 1/day
Sharks % %
Cobia 36"FL 1/day&
Bluefish None 15/day
Black drum 14" minimum
27" maximum TL 5/day
Redfish (red drum, channel bass) 15" minimum
23" maximum TL 2/day
Flounder (state waters) 16"TL 5/day, 10 per boat
Groupers (black and gag) 24"TL 1/day
Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth ~ 20"TL 3/day
Speckled hind/Warsaw grouper closed closed
Red porgy (aka silver snapper, pinky)  14"TL 3/day#
King mackerel 24"FL 3/day
Spanish mackerel 12"FL 15/day
Sheepshead 14" 10/day (30 per boat)
Spadefish None 20/day (agg. grouper)
Black sea bass 13" 7/day
Dolphin 20"FL 10/day (60 per boat)
Yellowfin tuna 27" CFL 3/day
Bluefin/Bigeye tuna Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com)
Tarpon 77"FL 1/day
Spotted sea trout (speckled) 14" 10/day
Weakfish (gray trout) 12" 1/day
Wahoo None 2/day
Gray, yellowtail, queen, cubera, dog,
mahoghany, schoolmaster snapper 12"TL 10/day#
Red snapper closed closed
Mutton snapper 16"TL (federal waters) ~ 10/day
Vermillion snapper 12"TL 5/day

% For shark seasons, bag and size limits, contact NMFS Highly Migratory Species
Division, 888-872-8862 or hmspermits.noaa.gov. # Check with the SAFMC at www.

safmc.net or 843-571-4366. & Cobia, 1 per person per day up to 6 per boat. Closed May
1-31 south of Jeremy Inlet, 1 per person, up to 3 per boat, after June 1 south of Jeremy
Inlet. # No more than 6 redfish per boat.

FISH Species (inland waters) Minimum Size Limit Creel Limit (per doy)

Crappie/Panfish + None 30 bream (15 red-
breast), 20 crappie

Largemouth, smallmouth,
spotted, redeye, bass%

none largemouth

12" smallmouth 51g/sm/r, 15 spots

Channel catfish No restrictions None

Blue catfish

Only 2 fish longer than 25 fish per day

32 inches per day

Flathead catfish
Striped bass or hybrid bass

No restrictions None

Varies by location&9% Varies by location&9%

Mountain Trout + 5
White bass None
Walleye and sauger+ None 8

10 (except Sav. River)

TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout
to middle of fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of
body from tip of upper jaw to fork of the tail).

+ See specific lake and river exceptions in SCDNR'’s Regulations Digest

% For lake-specific regulations, see the SCDNR’s Regulations Digest or visit
www.dnr.sc.gov. Keeper season in the Santee Cooper system is Oct. 1-June 15.

& In Lake Russell and its tributaries, the daily creel limit is two fish, only one of which
may be more than 34 inches long.
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GET DOWN ON THE WATER

20 FEET TO 50 FEET

Around the Albemarle, North Carolina area, Rodney Crisco of
Joe's Bait, Tackle & Guns said August is the time to troll deep,
especially if there is a thermocline. To get in the right zone, he
prefers to fish with lead core line.

Lead core line is a continuous strip of lead that is sheathed in
nylon braid. The appeal of lead core is that it sinks better than
standard line — getting to the depths fish are holding.

Lead core line is multi-colored with colors changing every 10
feet. The color variation is used to discern the amount of line
out by counting colors. Crisco uses the color coordination in a
formula for depth control.

“Although all boats are a little different, at a trolling speed of
2 to 2.5 miles per hour, a bait on lead core will sink 3% to 4 feet
per color” said Crisco. “By watching your graph and marking
fish, you can let out the numbers of colors to get down to the
fish”

At the tag end of the line, Crisco attaches a 50-foot section of
20-pound mono or fluorocarbon leader via a double uni-knot.
To the other end of the leader, Crisco ties a three-way swivel
with either a double bucktail rig, a bucktail and spoon or he
may use a combination that includes hard stick baits.

“Trolling with lead core lets you cover a lot of water, which
is essential since fish may be in a number of different places.
And it creates strikes,” said Crisco. “Most of these are reaction
strikes rather than feeding bites. I believe a lot of stripers follow
white perch schools around and let them do all the work of
injuring baitfish because they don't want to expend the energy.
Then, right out of the blue, here comes this rig with all this
action, noise, and color barreling right down on them and they
hit it on impulse.” =

ZAKK ROYCE’S PERCH TROLLING RIG

Trolling speed: 2.0 - 2.5 MPH

8 - 10 pound main line
Beetle spin

-

20 pound leaders

3-way swivel

Bandit 200/300 crankbait
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Lake Jocassee in northern South Carolina is well known for its
depths, down to 300 feet in some areas. To fish depths of this
magnitude, downriggers are a necessity. Guide Sam Jones said
with downriggers, he can put a bait right in the face of a fish at
well over 100 feet deep.

Downriggers work by suspending a heavy weight hydrody-
namic ball from the stern of the boat. A heavy boom allows the
ball and cable to hang free while the length of cable and sub-
sequently the depth of the ball are controlled by a metal spool.
The spool is equipped with a depth counter to give the angler
precise control over the depth of the ball. A sturdy line clip is just
above the ball. The release has rubber pads that hold the fishing
line tight enough to troll the bait. It releases when a fish takes the
bait. This allows the angler direct access to the fish without hav-
ing to hassle with the added weight of the ball.

“Trolling with downriggers is my specialty,’said Jones.”l can
cover a lot of water and target fish that | see on my depth finder
that most people would never dream of trying to catch with
regular fishing tackle”

Using downrigger balls staggered anywhere from 80 feet deep
up to 115 feet, the guide uses his main outboard motor to troll
along the edges of the river channel. He keeps the motor at idle
speed which he measures at between 1.5 to 1.9 miles per hour
on his GPS. His typical spread is a six-rod setup: two lines stacked
on the outside balls and one line from each of the inside balls.

His arsenal of baits is a mixture of trolling spoons and shallow
diving crankbaits. The most popular spoons for downrigger fish-
ing are Sutton Spoons, Doctor Spoons and another locally-made
flutter spoon. All of these lures are light, flutter-type spoons in
the 2-to 3-inch range with an occasional 4 incher deployed in
hopes of a trophy fish. =

LUNKER LINES >

Downriggers allow
anglers to deploy baits to
depths of over 100 feet,
then release the line on
the strike and fight the
fish to the surface.

Phillip Gentry
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Not an official document.
Refer to official fishing regs at
NCWRC and NCDMF websites.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)

FISH SPECIES

Minimum Lengths

Creel Limit (per person)

Greater amberjack 28"FL 1/day

Blue marlin 99" LJFL 1/vessel/trip
White marlin 66" LJFL 1/vessel/trip
Sailfish 63" LJFL 1/day
Sharks % %

Cobia 36" 1 per day*
Bluefish none & 3/day 5/day
Red drum (channel bass, puppy drum) 18" min., 27" max. 1/day

Black drum 14" min., 25" max. 10/day
Flounder Closed Closed
Dolphin (mahi-mahi) none 10/day
Groupers (black and gag) 24"TL 1/day

Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth ~ 20"TL 3/day
Speckled hind/Warsaw Grouper closed closed
Wahoo none 2/day

Red porgy (aka silver snapper, pinky) 14"TL 3/day

King mackerel 24"FL 3/day
Spanish mackerel 12"FL 15/day

Sea bass (north of Hatteras) 12.5"TL 15/day

Sea bass (south of Hatteras) 13"TL 7/day
Yellowfin/Bigeye tuna 27"CFL 3/day
Bluefin tuna Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com)
Spotted sea trout (speckled) 14" 4/day
Weakfish (gray trout) 12"TL 1/day
Snappers: 12"TL 10/day in

Gray (mangrove), yellowtail, queen, federal waters

cubera, dog, mahoghany, schoolmaster

Sheepshead 10" 10/day
Red snapper closed closed
Mutton snapper 16" TL (federal waters) 10/day
Vermillion snapper 12"TL 5/day

Striped bass A 28"-35"TL max (ocean) 1/day

Hickory shad None 10/day
American shad closed closed

A see NCWRC/NCDMF regs for inshore Management Area limits. % Contact NMFS
Highly Migratory Species, 888-872-8862, visit hmspermits.noaa. % 5 bluefish per day
for recreational anglers on for-hire or charter vessels; 3 bluefish per day otherwise. * 1
cobia per day, two per vessel for private vessels. 1 per day, up to 4 per vessel for-hire.

FISH Species (inland waters) Minimum Size Limit Creel Limit (per day)

Crappie + None + None +
Largemouth, smallmouth,

spotted bass + 14" (2-fish exception) 5
Channel catfish No restrictions None
Blue/Flathead catfish No restrictions None
Striped bass, hybrid (Bodie) % 20" 4%
Sauger 15" 8
White bass None 25
Walleye# None 8
Muskellunge 42" 1
Kokanee salmon None 7
Red drum 18" min., 27" max. 1

American and hickory shad None 10 (1 American shad)
Spotted sea trout 14" min. 4
Flounder Closed Closed

TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout to middle of
fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of body from tip of upper jaw
to fork of the tail)

+ See specific lake exceptions in NCWRC regulations digest or www.ncwildlife.org

% Striped bass creel limits and size minimums vary by lake. See NCWRC regulations digest or
www.ncwildlife.org.

# Lake James, minimum size is 15 inches. Lake Gaston, minimum size is 18 inches, creel limit 5.
@ Hook-and-line and flounder giggers restricted to 4 fish per day per trip, 15-inch size minimum.
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Davy Hite

SHALLOW FOR
AUGUST BASS?

YOU BET, THANKS TO WATER QUALTY

bviously, August for most

people isn’t a time that

they're thinking about fish-

ing because of the heat.
But you can have some good days in the
Carolinas, especially if you're fishing a
lake that has blueback herring.

And strangely enough, one of the
winning strategies in August is to look
shallow. Well, maybe shallower - at least
compared to June and July.

The reason? Water quality. As the water
temperature peaks in the most-miserable
of all months in the Carolinas, the places
where freshwater gamefish — and baitfish
- can survive and thrive start to shrink.

The water toward the surface of most
lakes is as hot as fish can stand. But it
has the amount of dissolved oxygen they
need to thrive. Deeper, where the water
is alittle less hot — cooler than what you
pour out of a coffee pot - the levels of
dissolved oxygen aren’t high enough.

So a good percentage of the baitfish and
gamefish in a river or reservoir will make

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

a move toward the surface.

WATER QUALITY

When I won the Bassmaster Classic
in August 1999 in the Louisiana Delta,
it was hot enough to boil crawfish.

And before the tournament, I actually
stumbled onto quite a few dead fish. The
water temperature at the beginning of
the day would be around 90 degrees. But
by afternoon, it would be around 93 or
94. But I still caught every fish I weighed
in those three days in 4 feet of water or
less. They chose the shallows because of
the water quality.

That’s one reason that fish are often
deeper in June and July, after the spawn
when they move offshore. They can live
in deeper water because there’s enough
dissolved oxygen. That’s why we're fish-
ing deep-diving crankbaits like a DT-16,
big worms and big Mop Jigs. But August
is a different animal.

Think about it. At the opposite end of
the spectrum, during the winter. That’s

Davy Hite begins
fishing shallow this
month because that's
where bass find the
most dissolved oxygen.

Dan Kibler

when you see shad and herring dying
and floating to the surface, where the
seagulls sweep them up. This is just in
reverse; they’re moving up because it’s
too hot.

Alot of fishermen overlook water quality,
but it moves the fish around. Dissolved
oxygen affects where the fish have to live.
That's how fish get trapped sometimes as
the areas with the right temperature and
dissolved oxygen narrow — especially in
some of our coastal rivers where storms
may push saltwater upstream.

A lot of bluegill will be close to the bank
in shallow water, and the bass can be
there, feeding on them. That’s one kind of
shallow water to look for. Don’t be afraid
to go to the bank.

Davy Hite of Ninety Six, S.C. is a two-
time BASS Angler of the Year who won
the 1999 Bassmasters Classic and 1998
FLW Tour Championship. He is sponsored
by Phoenix, Yamaha, Bass Pro Shops,
Rapala, Buckeye, VMC, Humminbird,
War Eagle and Yamamoto.




SHALLOW OVER DEEP

The other is, shallow water over deep water. Shad and blue-
back herring in August, September and October tend to be
shallow over deep — suspended over cover like brush piles and
cane piles. The water might be anywhere from 15 to 40 feet
deep. But they can be anywhere from 10 feet to the surface.
That's why I like to fish topwaters like Skitter Vs or Cover Pops,
my favorite walking and popping baits. And I will fish baits that
I can get down to suspended fish, say 5 or 10 feet deep over 20
or 30 feet of water.

Keep a sharp eye on your electronics. 'm constantly scan-
ning my Humminbird Helix units for signs of baitfish and bass
suspended up in the water column. And I'm looking for fish
schooling at the surface, or a fish or two breaking the surface.
Those are giveaways — like the seagulls in winter.

When I find fish suspended around bait or suspended over
deeper cover, relating to it but nowhere near the bottom, I
like to fish two baits that I can count down to the right depth:
a Texas-rigged Senko or a big swimbait like a Storm Largo
Shad fished on a VMC swimbait head. I'll rig that Senko with
the point just barely under the skin of the bait and make long
casts over deep water and count the bait down. Same with the
swimbait. I'll count down about a second for each foot. That’s
a good general rule, but an %-ounce weight sinks a lot slower
than a %-ounce weight. Take that into consideration. A good
thing about fishing a big swimbait for suspended fish is that
you can reduce the amount of weight you have to use. And you
can hold your rod tip high on the retrieve, making it easier to
feel the bait.

The Storm Largo Shad is a
great hot-weather lure.

A Rapala Skitter V fished on top is a killer on bass
suspended shallow over deep water.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

COUNT IT DOWN

I remember a conversation with the great Bill Dance. We
were in Tennessee, and he was telling fishing stories. He talked
about the first fish he ever caught offshore, in the late 1960s
or around 1970. He said he made a long cast and counted
down, “One-thousand-one, one-thousand-two...all the way to
one-thousand-seventeen. Then, he started working his bait a
little, and he got a bite. He said, “I just caught a bass in 17 feet
of water!”

If fish are relating to a brush pile or cover, you want to cast
over that target and count down to the depth they’re holding -
not necessarily to the cover.

I don't fish a bait real slowly in August, but not real fast, either.
I cover water, because I don’t think fish are as territorial. You
don’t have to coax them out from the brush for a bite. And
you'll need to move more to find them. They will roam a lot
more in the middle of the summer than in spring or fall. So you
do better if youre moving.

So, I know it’s hot, but that’s no reason to put your boat in
the garage for the month. And it’s no time to be tied to heavy,
bottom-bumping rigs and baits. If you like to fish shallow the
way I do, fish are still there to be caught in August. =

SANTEE STRINGER >

The VMC swimbait head is good for counting
down to the depths bass are holding.
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Terry Madewell

BEAT THE MID-
SUMMER BLUES

KEEP COQOL, GAZE AT THE STARS, CATCH CATFISH

t's August and it’s hot everywhere

in the Carolinas. High tempera-

tures and humidity are bummers,

but you can still beat the midsum-
mer blues by heading for the water.

Specifically, you can go to the Santee
Cooper lakes and catch big blue catfish
at night.

Catfish guide Steve Howard said he
fishes day or night trips during the sum-
mer, but the nocturnal hours certainly
provide advantages.

WHY FISH AT NIGHT
DURING AUGUST

Howard said fishing during the dark
hours can be productive anytime of the
year but the summer feeding patterns
can be very consistent.

“Catfish, mostly blues but flatheads too,
move shallow to feed at night and active,
feeding catfish are my targets; he said.

Howard (336-421-5313) guides out of
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Blacks Camp (843-753-2231) located on
the Diversion Canal. He generally fishes
Lake Moultrie but said both lakes are
productive.

The lower air temperature is a plus
in terms of comfort and enhances the
enjoyment of the fishing trip, he said.
Also, because of the proximity of the
lakes to the coast and the sheer size of
the Santee Cooper lakes, a reliable breeze
often develops.

“A steady breeze pushes forage into
downwind locations,” Howard said.
“Food motivates catfish and during the
summer catfish feed heavily so I target
food sources. The food may be species
such as threadfin shad, gizzard shad
and white perch. Another good bet for
August is fishing mussel beds”

Downwind points, humps, coves, pock-
ets, ledges and depressions leading to
shallow water are all potentially prime
nocturnal hotspots.

Fishing just as the
sun is setting, then
through the night is
a great way to beat
the sweltering days
of summer.

Terry Madewell

HOW TO FIND THE
RIGHT STUFF

Howard gets on the water before dark,
usually an hour or more before sunset.

“Fish patterns change as forage moves
so this gives me time to determine the
daily pattern,” he said. “I'll graph places
where I've had success recently, look-
ing for forage and catfish signals on the
graph. I prefer to see catfish off the bot-
tom, not hugging it, because, hopefully
that means they’re active.”

When he finds an area with promising
signs, he'll often set up a course to drift-
fish over skinny water areas that are pos-

Terry Madewell, of Ridgeway,
S.C, has been an outdoors
writer for more than 30 years.
He has a degree in wildlife and
fisheries management and has
along career as a professional
wildlife biologist/natural
resources manager.




sible nocturnal targets. He likes to drift up a slope, over a hump “Bait size is DRIFT OR ANCHOR?

and back down the other side. Often one side or the other will ~ important and Anchoring and driffing are both producfive meth-

produce fish. I'll fish some big ods on Santee at night. Anglers can get a feel for
“Ilove to catch a couple of quality fish before dark because baits. But I typi- what's best in the evening, then follow through

that means we should be in the right area,” he said. "Also, that cally use smaller with that plan throughout the night. If things slow

clues me in to where, and how, I need to fish after dark because  baits this time of down, they can ulwuys chunge itup as Iong as

drifting or fishing from an anchored setup can be effective” the year and they they have the proper equipment on the boat.

TECHNIQUES Feraic, Missdl

FOR SUCCESS beds are excellent targets. And it's common to see mussel shells
Howard said he'll make a decision before dark whether to floating during August. When I see this, I know catfish are

anchor or drift fish. eating mussels. So I'll downsize my baits to match the small
“Both techniques are productive during August and often chunks of mussel meat that catfish consume”

the decision is based on my sense of what the fish are going to Head to Santee Cooper and beat the heat while putting those

do, as well as the weather pattern for that specific evening,” he midsummer blues in the cooler. =
said. “If fish are in the area and they're likely to move shallow,
I'll get anchored and set up before dark”” SMALL CRAFT ADVISORY >

Howard said defining shal-
low water for fishing is not
about a specific number in
terms of the depth to fish.

“If I'm going to fish shal-
low, I'll target the shallowest
water in the area where fish
are active,” he said. “It may
be 5-feet-deep or it may be
15-feet-deep. Doesn’'t matter
to me as long as quality cat-
fish show up”

When anchoring, he gets
rigs baited and cast out
before dark. He'll fan cast rigs
around the boat to saturate
the shallowest water and
down a slope toward nearby
deeper water that catfish use
as travel routes.

“Often, we'll catch some
good fish before dark. And
right at sunset can be prime;’
he said. “But it can be a game
of patience too, and they
may not turn on until well
after dark”

“If 'm on a good drift-fishing
bite prior to dark, catching
multiple fish each drift, 'm
not going to leave biting
fish to go anchor; he said.
“Drifting is an awesome
nighttime technique. I may
have to adapt and drift shal-
lower water as it gets darker.
But if I'm on biting fish I stay
on them. If action slows and I
think they've scattered in the
shallows, then I can anchor
and fish that target after dark.

Bait is always a key for
catfish and his summertime
favorites are white perch and
blueback herring.

Big blues can be taken
by drifting at night as
well as by fishing from
an anchored position.

Terry Madewell
www.CarolinaSportsman.com August 2022 | Carolina Sportsman



Phillip Gentry

CHILLIN’ OUT

BEAT THE SUMMTER HEAT IN THESE KAYAK FISHING LOCALES

ugust and February are prob-
ably the hardest on kayak
anglers when it comes time
toload up the kayak and go
fishing. In February, water temperatures
are usually the lowest of the year, you
have to wrap up in a bunch of layers to
stay warm, and fish tend to be dormant
because of the temperature extremes.

The same could be said of the month
of August when water temperatures
reach the highest peaks and like
February, fish tend to be sluggish
because of the hot water.

The good news is you can forget all the
heavy clothing in August. And it’s very
possible to find cooler water and willing
fish if you know where to look. Here’s
some ideas.

RIVERS

Whether saltwater or fresh, moving
water tends to be cooler than bodies of
water that don’t see much movement. If

Carolina Sportsman | August 2022

you'e looking at what section of river to
launch on, the old adage that rivers get
deeper further downstream is one to pay
attention to.

Find a stretch of river that has deeper
water than the surrounding area, which
will attract fish to concentrate in those
areas.

TAILRACES

Water exiting another body of water
upstream often cools in one of two ways.
If the exit is over the top of a dam, the fall
aerates the water and will cool it signifi-
cantly in the next few hundred yards. If
the water exits from depth, as is the case
from many hydro-electric dams, cooler
water is being deposited into the tailrace
and will be significantly cooler for up to a
mile or more.

DEEP WATER

Deeper water is usually the ticket
when surface temperatures are pushing

Rivers and streams across the
(arolinas offer great hot-weather
fishing opportunities.

Brandon Barber

the upper 80- to 90-degree mark. That
doesn’t always mean you have to fish
deep. But deeper water offers fish of all
varieties a respite, making them more
willing to move up in the water column
when its time to feed or hold on the bot-
tom if that’s where the food is.

BRIDGE OVERPASSES

Again a feature common around saltwa-
ter inlets and freshwater impoundments,
bridges often cross deep enough water to
attract fish. As a bonus, if the overpass is
high enough and wide enough to get the
boat under, the angler can fish all day in
relative comfort while the overpass takes
the brunt of the sun.

“PG & Boat Girl Outdoors” podcast and a

Phillip Gentry of Waterloo, S.C, is host of
veteran outdoor writer.




DON’T FORGET SWAMPS

Believe it or not, a swampy area is a great place to fish during
the heat of the summer provided there is overhead cover to
keep the water cool. Swamps frequently have underwater
springs and creek tributaries that keep enough water flowing to
prevent stagnating the area.

One of the aspects of swamp fishing that few people consider
is that swamp fish don't have a lot of options when it comes
to migrating in or out of a swamp. These fish tend to seek the
deepest, densest areas to hold in and will readily charge out to
ambush prey if it is properly presented. =

OFFSHORE

For the saltwater kayak angler, fishing beyond the beach offers
better fishing for migratory species who prefer the warmer
water. Getting a kayak through the surf zone is an advanced
skillset and should never be attempted alone. It’s better to find
an inlet where the surfis easier to deal with although currents
can be just as tricky to navigate.

BEST BETS

NORTH CAROLINA

WHAT — Sheepshead

WHERE — Swansboro area bridges

HOW — It’s hard to beat live fiddler crabs for bait when fishing
for sheepshead. Likewise, if the bait lands in front of a redfish,
flounder, black drum or other opportunistic feeder, you can add
that to the list. Use a Medium to light action spinning rod with
20-pound braid and a 24 foot section of 25-pound mono leader.
A4 0z egg sinker (or more if there's stronger current) on a Caro-
lina rig will get the bait to the bottom.

LAUNCH — https://www.ncwildlife.org/boating/where-to-boat

INSIDERTIP — Use a #2 Aberdeen hook when fishing for
sheepshead. Many times, the light wire hook will bite in the fish's
lip lining but is also strong enough to penetrate the roof of the
mouth inside the jaw. A bonus is if the hook gets snagged on
the structure, you can bend the hook out without having to retie
every time.

SOUTH CAROLINA

WHAT — Striped bass and black bass

WHERE — Tailraces on the Savannah River Chain

HOW — The fishing in the areas immediately beneath the
dams is generally good at any time but definitely ramps up when
water is being released. Kayak anglers should not venture too
close to the dam facility as heavy water release can be a hazard.
Casting live or artificial baitfish imitating lures around shoreline
structure will catch both striped bass, hybrids, and black bass.

LAUNCH — Each tailrace area behind Lakes Hartwell, Russell,
and Clarks Hill has access areas on either the South Carolina or
Georgia side and the fishing licenses are reciprocal so it doesn't
matter which side you launch from.

INSIDER TIP — Call the USACE Savannah District office at Swamps are often-over-
1-800-944-7207 and press “1"for the water release schedules for looked honey holes when
all three lakes. the mercury rises.

CATFISH HOTSPOTS >

: Phillip Gentry
www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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CATFISH TWO WAYS

at Lake Moultrie
atching catfish isn't a problem on Santee’s Lower Lake,

c no matter what month it is, according to Capt. Jason
Wolfe of Wolfe's Guide Service (803-487-3690). The August heat
brings challenges for anglers, but the fish usually cooperate
well enough.

Wolfe has a two-step plan for catching fish during the dog days
of summer.

“The Lower Lake can get pretty windy once the sun gets up.
But early mornings are usually quite calm. So I like to get on the
water before sunup, anchor down, and put out six lines,” he said.

To avoid unwanted movement, Wolfe suggests anchoring both
the front and back of the boat.

“If you've got one good anchor on your boat, you need one
more. If you're fishing with just one, the least amount of current
or boat traffic will have you swaying, either creating slack in your
lines or pulling them too tight,” he said.

He likes to start the morning in fairly shallow water, where he
said catfish patrol during the early morning hours. He uses a
basic Carolina rig here, with 60-pound Slime Line monofilament,
1-ounce sinkers and Triple Threat circle hooks from size 3/0 to
8/0.

“Fishing that shallow water first thing, sometimes you can score

By Brian Cope
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Wolfe's Guide Service

Anchor in the morning, then drift when the sun is
up for lots of catfish action at Santee’s Lower Lake.

a really big fish before the sun is even up, he said.

And once the sun does get up a ways, he pulls up anchor, gets
into some open water, and drifts.

“We usually have enough wind by then to push the boat. | like
to stay around .6 mph so I'll use drift socks if | need to slow the
boat,"he said.

To cut down on snags, he'll replace his sinkers with Drifting Stix,
which are long, thin, flexible weights that aid in sliding through
debris. He prefers drifting sideways, which allows him to space
his Big Cat Fever rods out a little more for better coverage.

Once his rods are baited and his lines are cast, he places the
rods in rod holders and watches the rod tips.

“One mistake a lot of people make is they try to set the hook
too soon. And that's true whether you're anchored or drifting.
It's best to just wait for the rod to double over. The fish will often
hook itself as long as you don't jerk the bait away. Sometimes it's
just not a very strong bite and you're not going to catch those
anyway, he said.

Wolfe said the Lower Lake has too many good anchoring and
drifting spots to count.

“Il go back to areas that have produced in the past, but I'm
always finding new spots too. The lake is so diverse that | don't
think you can go wrong no matter where you fish,he said. =



, . .

Gaston’s blue cafs are feeding heavily
c atfish are synonymous with summertime fishing and

there’s no better month than August and no better place
than Lake Gaston — where big blues have left the spawn in the
dust and are ready to devour a properly-placed bait. Guide Zakk
Royce of Gasburg, VA will be there with a spread of rigs to tempt
fish from the shallows to deep water.

“In August, all of the blues will be off the spawn,’said Royce
(252-398-7192), who runs Blues Brothers Catfish Guide Service.
“This makes it a good month for big fish because the biggest
blues are later coming off the spawn. And theyre going to be
hungry. The fish will typically move up into shallower water to
feed aggressively and back into deeper water during the heat of
the day. But they can be caught in both places!

Royce will make his shallowest presentation during the early
morning when the water is at its coolest. Around main lake
points, flats and humps he pulls baits in depths as skinny as 5 to
10 feet. He gradually moves deeper to 15, 20, 25 feet around the

same areas as the sun gets up and the water warms. The busi-
ness end of Royce's lines are pulling Santee rigs so that he can

By Dusty Wilson

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Zakk Royce

Big blue catfish are biting strong at Lake Gaston,
and drifting is a great way to catch them.

troll snag free in any depth of water. And about half of these lines
will have a slip float or a planer board. In 5 to 10 feet, all baits will
drag bottom. But as he trolls into deeper water, these baits will
suspend at different depths to appeal to fish throughout the
water column. As he moves toward the ledges of the main river
channel and much deeper water, he rigs all baits to suspend
above the thermocline which generally establishes between 30
and 40 feet deep.

“I like to run a 50/50 mix with cut gizzard shad and white perch
for bait,’ said Royce, “and | also mix up the sizes of the baits I'm
using. Blues eat a lot of mussels on the points this time of year
and they’re more likely to notice a small bait if that's what they're
keyed in on. A lot of days, Il catch the biggest fish on the small-
est bait.

“The fish are going to be spread out, but you can troll faster in
the summer because their metabolism is going to be sped up,
said Royce.."The 0.5 mph range is a good rule of thumb. But I've
caught them trolling for stripers at 2.5 to 3 mph. So | know they'll
chase a bait. When I'm searching for fish, I'll run from 1 to 1.5 mph
and then slow down when | find them! =

August 2022 | Carolina Sportsman

63



FRYING-SIZED CATS

on Lake Monticello

By Pat Robertson
ummertime. And the catfishing is easy on Lake Monticello.

Once hot weather sets in, usually in mid to late June,
Monticello is the go-to spot for filling a cooler with frying size
catfish, according to Capt. William Attaway.

The fishing is easy because you just put your lines out with bait
and drift, said Attaway who operates Slick Willie's Guide Service
(wwwslickwilliesguideservice.com/). He guides on lakes Monti-
cello, Murray and at Santee Cooper for catfish, and on Murray for
striped bass.

“The fish are hanging high in the water column this time of
year, so | don't use any weight on the line," Attaway said. "l think
they do that because when they pump the water back up into
the lake through the turbines it stirs the baitfish up and they also
bring bait up through the turbines. The fish are just sitting there
waiting to eat”

TARGET SUSPENDING FISH

Attaway said the catfish suspend in the top 10 to 15 feet of the
water column, even in areas where the water is 100 feet deep.
If he finds some fish a little lower in the water he will crimp on a

Call Now to Schedule
Your Trailer Maintenance... Don’t Wait!
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Equipmenielutility]
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. William Attaway
Frying-sized catfish are plentiful at Lake

Monticello, and they bite well during summer.

split shot to get the bait down a little bit, he said.

"I like to use several different baits — white perch, bluegill, giz-
zard shad and chicken cut into small pieces,” Attaway said. “There
are a lot of mussels in this lake and the catfish are feeding on
them. That's one reason | like to use chicken. | cut it into pieces
no bigger than my thumb and it looks like a mussel floating in
the water”

Attaway said the catch this time of year consists mostly of small
blue catfish and a few channel catfish from 1 to about 5 pounds.
And anglers have the possibility of landing even bigger catfish
up to 20 pounds.

"Monticello is the one place that I know you can catch fish in
August,"he said.”On a good day you can usually get from 25 to
50 fish!

Plenty for a summer fish fry. =


http://www.cappstrailers.com

HEAT SPELLS
GOOD NEWS AT
TUCKERTOWN

By Tony Garitta
he hotter the weather,
the better the bass fish-

ing at Tuckertown Lake. That’s
primarily because of the effect
of the current that's generated
when water is released from
High Rock Lake Dam. Hot
weather increases the likeli-
hood of the lake being pulled.

The current stirs up the for-
age, which triggers a bass bite
that can be phenomenal upon
a strong pull.

The quality bass bite is
verified by Bo Russell's summer
wildcat tournaments at Tuck-
ertown. The winning weights,
ranging from 14 to 16 pounds,
appear rather modest. But
Russell has a three-fish tourna-
ment limit for summer events.
In other words, the winners
are bringing in three bass each
weighing 4 pounds or more.

Anglers can assess the flow
on their way to the Flat Creek
Landing.

As they travel along Bringle
Ferry Road, High Rock Dam
will come into view. If water is
gushing out of three or four
gates, that's a sign to have a
net handy. The strong current
should result in excellent fish-
ing.

Fishermen can also check the
buoys near the tailrace. If they
are leaning over, the lake is
being pulled.

>

When the water is flowing
at Tuckertown, bass fishing
can be lights out on even the
hottest days of the year.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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100% NO KILL,
NO PAY

READY
TO HUNT

MONSTER
BUCKS?

PRIME MISSOURI
HUNTING PROPERTY

1,700 acre whitetail ranch ﬁow U!

in Bismarck, Missouri

309-339-6600

hunttwinlakeswhitetails@gmail.com
WWW.TWINLAKESWHITETAILS.COM

TUCKERTOWN BASS continued >

The stretch from Cabin Creek to High Rock Lake Dam is
influenced the most by current. This rugged area features
stump-ridden ridges, rocks and eddies. And the fish come
alive with moving water. Jigs, shaky heads, plastic worms
and shallow-running crankbaits provoke the most bites.

Unfortunately, this shallow area is treacherous to navigate
and a graveyard for props. Fishermen should motor about
with care and note the channel buoys.

A strong pull can also improve the fishing throughout the
lake.The mouth of Riles Creek to Badin Dam harbors deep
structure including rocky points and ridges, an old railroad
bed, stumps and tree laps. It's also much safer to fish.

Anglers use jigs, shaky heads and plastic creature baits to
fish tree laps, algae pockets and stumps, frequently removing
algae from their baits as they fish.

Some anglers, like Orlando Giles of Lexington, combat
the algae by becoming frog tossers. Giles fishes the SPRO
frog in shallow algae-infested pockets during the hottest of
weather, contending that's the best time for catching big
bass on a frog.

“It takes a big bass to blast through those algae mats to
grab a frog, said Giles."You won't get many bites. But the
bites you get will be from big fish." =
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U},U Send us your photos, and you may appear on the

pages of Carolina Sportsman magazine. Send clean, sharp
shots of you with your fish, deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels,

doves, etc. to
m images@(arolinaSportsman.com

Digital images must be at least 500KB and in jpeg format.

L Neweomb

(J Newcomb caught and released this 47-pound black drum from Jeanette’s
Pierin Nags Head.
Andrew Irvin caught this hefty blue catfish from the Wateree River in June.

LaRoche
pallas Brooks

Six-year-old Emma Laroche caught her personal best bass in Dallas Brooks caught this 25-inch red drum on a live finger mullet while fishing in Carolina Beach on June 8.
Kingstree, S.C. on a pink plastic worm.
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Jackson Roy
Brad Needham

Jackson Roy caught this dolphinfish near the Navy Wreck
while fishing out of Wilmington in May.

Brad Needham hooked up and released this billfish on May 20 while fishing aboard HATTERAS FEVER Il Jones Boyd

Jones Boyd and his dad Jeremy Boyd caught these nice
Carl Smith was fishing in the surf at N. Topsail Beach whenhe  Jacob Howard was fishing in Orangeburg, SCin May when he flounder for dinner in Murrells Inlet, S.C.
landed this redfish. caught this chunky bass.

Johnathan Gelok m

Johnathan Gelok caught this 20 1/4-inch rainbow trout in Cherokee, NC's Soco Creek

in May 2022. JT Stanford caught this blue catfish on the Broad River near Gaffney, S.C. during a night fishing

excursion.
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Lee Workman,

= {‘B}v/&@\/ HUNTING/FISHING
/ Stoney Kanupp

‘X7 > SCRAPBOOK

—_—

U

Lee Workman and Stoney Kanupp caught this unique-colored
coyote while running a trapline in Burke County, N.C..

Ashley Wallace

Caitlin Kovacs of Charleston caught this redfish while fishing with Lowcountry Outdoor Adventures in April.

Eddie Rieman m

Jess Inman was fishing from the bank on the Lower Saluda
River when she caught and released this 43-inch striper.

Ashley Wallace caught this 8-pound, 2-ounce citation sheeps-
head at Topsail Island on June 11.

Take your camera

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the
pages of the most widely read outdoor magazine in
the Tarheel State.Send clean, sharp shots of you with

your deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels, doves, etc. to
Taylor Thomas . .
images@(arolinaSportsman.com
Eddie Rieman was fishing out of Murrells Inlet on May 25 Taylor Thomas caught this redfish in South Carolina’s Digital images must be at least 500KB and in jpeg format.
when he landed this huge dolphin. lowcountry.
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Colton Joyner

Colton Joyner caught his personal best largemouth bass dur-
ing a June fishing trip in Kershaw County, S.C.

Cameron Brewer’s Wando River trout bit a live shrimp. The speck weighed 5 pounds and was almost 25 inches long.

Matthew Taylor
Caleb Barnhardt

(aleb Barnhardt caught this 21-inch flounder while fishing from Apache Pier in Myrtle Beach
in June.

Matthew Taylor of Manning, SC caught these bass in mid-May while fishing on the Santee
Cooper lakes.
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RICK TAYLOR'S

"+ ASTR®
N\TABLES

Astro Tables is far more effective than “moon

tables,” because it takes into account critical set times for the sun and moon, space to 3:09 pm - 5:39 pm 2:41 am - 5:31 am D)

solar energies as well as lunar. log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and [10:54 am){ 4:02 pm - 6:10 pm N11:10pml[ 3:34 am - 6:04 am ()

- The“Best Days” column is based on the game symbols showing you each month's [11:55 amjl_4:56 pm - 6:44 pm Y157 oml 4:27 am - 6:35 am D)

ever-changing positions of the sunand the  don‘t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive (12:59 pmll_5:52 pm - 7:20 pm | 5:21 am - 7:09 am 75 ) (© )

moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to summary charts revealing the best and =0 6: 50 8:02 - - - T

100. The higher the number, the more solar/ ~ worst days of 2022, the year’s best periods, a m :50 pm - 8:02 pm O 1206 amll 6:17 am - 7:45am #% ) (@ Haf )

lunar influence that day is experiencing (see  look ahead at 2023, and more. Comes with 3:15pm ) 7:53 pm - 8:49 pm & N12:41am][ 7:15 am - 8:27 am £ ) (¢ )

“Value” column or corresponding black bars).  FREE 2022 Astro Tables pocket calendar,

«The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead ~ which sells separately for $8.95, plus $3 s&h. (4:27 pm [ 8:59 pm - 9:45 pm 1:22am { 8:18 am - 9:14 am ) ( )

and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from Book: “How to Know When to Go” by (5:38 pm J[10:05 pm - 10:47 pm 2:12am J{ 9:24 am - 10:10 am ) (O Low )

gne ho[;tho three-anld;-on(;—halfhours,I Rick Taylolrl. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100 (&:42 pm 11:09 pm - 11:55 pm 312am 010:30 am - 11:12 am © )
epending on a number of important lunar  pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive . - - n " —% -

cydles, such as how close the moonisto the  look at the main factors influencing fish and [z:37 pm . 10 peru?d 424 am 11:34 am - 12:20 pm D ) (€ perigce

earth that day and how highits orbitis. The  game activity periods, plus how to devise 8:23pm J{ 12:08 am - 1:04 am 5:40am [ 12:33 pm - 1:29 pm & ) (C) Ful )

solar symbols alert you to when a Primary ~an effective when-to-go game plan using 9:01pm ){ 1:01 am - 2:09 am 6:55am [ 1:26 pm - 2:34 pm &3 ) (O )

period overlaps a major solar period (eg: any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual 9:33pm [ 1:46 am - 3:14 am 8:08am f{ 2:11 pm - 3:39 pm Jj(@) )

Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary  assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey,

periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about  and more. (10:02 pm][ 2:27 am - 4:15 am 9:18am | 2:52 pm - 4:40 pm )

one hour each. .. 30 minutes before and Ultimate PrimeTimes app for web and - o ~ L. " - ~E.

after the listed time. (See key at hottom of ~ smartphone. 12 months. $9.99 {10:30 - ggg am ::g am 10:24 ol 23; pm gg: pm %

each month for more detail.) The world's best forecaster allows you to 10:58 pm Bl el oURIW ETLy 11:27 am, 05 pm - b:9o pm

- Astro Tables is a quick-reference version  fine-tune the peak times to your exact (11:27pm )l 4:13 am - 7:05 am ¢ HN12:20 pmll 4:38 pm - 7:30 pm )

of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes location, quarry, and even weather. Too (11:58 pm 4:49 am - 7:59 am &% N1:31pm [ 5:14 pm - 8:24 pm )

Wall Calendar, which is recommended many features to list here. For more details, ( 5:28 am - 8:54 am #% N 2:32pm [ 5:53 pm -9:19 pm A )

for those wishing more complete data on please call us or visit our web site (1234 aml{ 6:11 am - 9:47 am #5 N 3:31 pm J[ 6:36 pm - 10:12 pm > )

the best days and times to go fishing and (see below).

hunting for the entire year (see “Available SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS: - . —10- - 75 T

Products” below). #1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How (1:15 am [ 6:58 am - 10:40 am 221 pro [7:23 pm - 11:05pm__)

- PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h). (2:01am [ 7:47 am - 11:33 am 5:19 pm J{ 8:12 pm - 11:58 pm )

solar/lunar research at a leading college of ~ #2: Same as #1, plus App...$28.95 (plus (2:53am ) 8:40 am - 12:22 pm 6:05 pm J 9:05 pm - 12:47 am )

astrophysics and our own research pond/ 96 5&h). (3:49am L 9:32 am - 1:08 pm 6:46 pm ll 9:57 pm - 1:33 am )

wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by #3: Same as #2, minus book...$22.95 (4:48.am ) 10:26 am - 1:52 pm & N7:22 pm [ 10:51 pm - 2:17 am

D GEFEEITS G e

for Daylight Saving Time. ;igg ﬁ,wp;?;,ﬂcqeeSszt(e)z%o.op.eﬁrt{ktsn . " 6:48am J| 12:11 pm - 3:07 pm & J 8:21 pm [ Midnight - 2:56 am )

AVAILABLE PRODUCTS: 003 e Y 7 = . .

The 2022 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar. un 28] (7:48 am :04 pm - 3:40 pm & Ws:48pm [ 12:36 am - 3:32 am

$13.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days,  For credit/debit card orders, call (8:49am [ 1:57 pm -4:13pm  No:14pm | 1:29 am - 4:05 am

best times, and their relative strengths for 515-964-5516, or go online to Tue 30 [9:50 am { 2:51 pm - 4:47 pm N 9:40 pm [ 2:22 am - 4:38 am

all of 2022 with this information-packed, primetimes2.com and click Catalog. Wed 31 3:16 am - 5:12 am

full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and

BEST DAYS

LUNAR PERIODS
TIMES OCCURRING AT NIGHT ARE SHADED IR

PRIMARY
MOON OVERHEAD

MOON
SET

PRIMARY
MOON UNDERFOOT

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products,
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

2550 75

AVERAGE

For more, visit
primetimes2.com

7a; = DAWN

ANY LUNAR PERIOD /S ENHANCED WHEN IT OVERLAPS A KEY SOLAR PERIOD.
THE BEST OF THESE OVERLAPS ARE DESIGNATED BY THE SUN SYMBOLS:

HIGH NOON @ =DUSK

WHILE THE LESSER MOONRISE AND -SET OVERLAPS (ABOUT 30 MiN. BEFORE

AND AFTER THE LISTED TIME) ARE DESIGNATED BY

AGRI SUPPLY COMPANY 23 CLIMAX GENERAL STORE / BUFFALO RIDGE JERKY...25  SUZUKI MOTOR OF AMERICA, INC........cccevevvveenn. 28,29
AMSOIL - ROGER FARINA....ovveeerccrceveeeriesrnananee 33,72 CROSS CREEK OUTDOOR SUPPLIES, LLC.......covvvrrnneee. 21 THEREEL OUTDOORS 33
ATLANTIC BEACH KING MACKERELTOURNAMENT...47 ~ EMERALD ISLE FALL FISHING TOURNAMENT TIDELINE MARINE 35
BLACK'S CAMP 49,72 HELLUVAVIEW 72 TWIN LAKES WHITETAILS 66
BLUE WAVE BOATS 5 M2SBIKES 3 UNASHAMED ADVENTURES.. 72
BOST ARGO 27 MARINE WAREHOUSE 75 VANCE COUNTYTDA 37
BQGRILLS 48  NCSEAFOOD FESTIVAL 19 XPRESS BY ALUMA-WELD, INC. ....covvvveemmmcrrerreereennnns 2
CAPPSTRAILERS 64 NICHOLS STORE, INC. 13
CAROLINA BOAT CO 41 RANEWS FIRMINATOR 15
CAROLINA COMPOSITES, LLC covvvveereeeecereevennnnneenee 76 SARAH JUDY'S INSURANCE AGENCY .......coovvevermmnnnene 49
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TO ENJOY LIFE
ON THE WATER.

With two boat dealerships serving the
Willmington, NC and Charleston, SC area,
were your one-stop shop for all your marine
needs. Visit us today to find everything you
need to get out and enjoy the water!

TRAILERS OUTBOARDS ACCESSORIES SERVICE
910.7991277 843.974.5353
6921 Market St 3881 Savannah Hwy
Wilmington, NC Johns Island, SC

MARINEWAREHOUSECENTER.COM


www.marinewarehousecenter.com

220 BaySport
Creek Cruising

-
-~
LOATS

For more information, go to PioneerBoats.com
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