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FEATURES:
15 Deer 2018 cover stor>

What does this fall's deer season have for hunters in the
Carolinas? New regulations for much of North Carolina,

a second year to look at how South Carolina hunters are
reacting to regulation changes from 2017. But make no
mistake: the deer are still there for the taking.

~>>By Dan Kibler

2 <3 Speed kings oo

Forget the live bait, for weekend warriors, fast-trolling
may be a more-efficient way to consistently catch kings
and Spanish mackerel.

=By Mike Marsh

33 The heat is on

Waters around Sneads Ferry can still produce plenty of
gator trout despite sizzling summer temperatures —
if you know the hows, wheres and whens.

~>>By Craig Holt

° o
<37 Cranking up crappie
When slabs reach their summer haunts in deeper water,
it often takes a vibrating, rattling crankbait to draw a

strike. Here's how to get one.
~>>By Dusty Wilson

42 Ol Man River

Topwater baits are the in-baits for summer bass on two
of South Carolina’s finest blackwater rivers, the
Waccamaw and Little Pee Dee.

~>>By Jeff Burleson
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Speed kings

2.0 All jacked vp

Charleston Harbor is a great spot to do battle with a
summer visitor: the tackle-busting jack crevalle.
By Phillip Gentry

15 <3 Hot Wateree stripers

This South Carolina fishery has rebounded after a few
lean years. It's time for anglers to take advantage.

=By Terry Madewell

FISHING HOTSPOTS

90 Lake Wylie catfish
©1 Grand Strand sails
©2 Swansboro reds
©2 (ape Fear farpon
92 Lake Norman caffish
94 Lake Russell stripers

95 SC's reef flounder
©6 Hanis Lake bass
97 Lowcountry SC reds
o8& Kerr Lake catfish
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OUTDOOR UPDATE:

Bag-A-Buck contest
returns for 2018

Waterfowl incident
results in fine, jail time

Huge yellowfin tuna is
big surprise for SC man

COLUMNS:

Sound & Sea By Brian Cope
Lunker Lines sy pavidFiits

Greener Pastures
By Jeff Burleson

Small Craft Advisory

By Phillip Gentry

Cooking on the Wild Side

By Capt. Jerry Dilsaver

Sticks and Strings

By Sammy Romano
Santee S"inger By Terry Madewell

Head for the Mountains
By Robert Satterwhite
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Mackerel, kings and Spanish, are No. 1 in North Carolina’s
nearshore waters this month. Deer season opens in South Carolina.
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pan Kibler

BAG-A-BUCK
CONTEST

ay Garner killed a nice 8-point
buck last Sept. 17, but he didn't
really think it was anything special.

Turned out, he was wrong.

Garner, from Murrells Inlet, S.C,, entered
his buck in Carolina Sportsman’s Bag-A-
Buck contest a few days later, and in late
January, his entry was drawn as the grand-
prize winner.

A hunter in the Carolinas will repeat Gar-
ner’s feat sometime this season — maybe
a with a spike, a forkhorn or a doe —
because the Bag-A-Buck Contest is back
for the 2018-19 season.

All subscribers to Carolina Sportsman are
eligible for the contest, which is divided
into four monthly contests (August-
September, October, November and
December) with prizes that include a $25
gift certificate to the online Sportsman's
Store and a free, one-year subscription to
the Sportsman. Monthly winners will be

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

KICKS OFF

ENTER YOUR DEER KILL ONLINE FOR
MONTHLY, GRAND-PRIZE PACKAGES

Jay Garnrer of Murrells Inlet,
S.C... won the grand prize in last
year’s Bag-A-Buck contest with
his entry of this 8-point buck
killed last September.

announced monthly in the Sportsman and
on www.CarolinaSportsman.com.

The grand prize winner, announced in
March, will receive a prize-package includ-
ing a two-day deer/hog combination
hunt for two people at Cherokee Run
Hunting Lodge in Chesterfield County,
S.C., a $50 gift certificate to the online
Sportsman'’s Store and a free, three-year
subscription to Carolina Sportsman.

The rules are simple. Take a photo of
yourself with a deer you kill during the
2018-19 season, upload the photo to
the Bag-a-Buck contest forum on www.
CarolinaSportsman.com, and write a short
account of your hunt, including the date
of the hunt, county of the kill, your name
and hometown. You can enter multiple
times, with multiple deer, as long as they
are legal kills in your state of residence or
in the Carolinas. =

Dan Kibler of Winston-Salem,
N.C, is managing editor of
Carolina Sportsman magazine.
He has been reporting on
outdoors issues in the Carolinas
since 1985.

L Al

BAG-A-BUCK

returns August 15

Beginning Aug.15, Don't forget to
post photos of your bucks in the
Carolina Sportsman Bag-A-Buck
Contest to be eligible to win monthly
prizes of great Sportsman swag from
the online Sportsman'’s Store.

Log onto CarolinaSportsman.com
and click on the Bag-A-Buck contest
link. Entering is quick and easy, just a
few steps and you're in.



WATERFOWL
INCIDENTS
RESULT INJAIL TIME, FINES

Dare County man was sentenced in early June to seven
days in jail and fined more than $2,500 after pleading

guilty to 10 misdemeanors relating to two incidents
over a period of 11 days last December in which he confronted
and threatened four hunters in a lake in the Alligator River National
Wildlife Refuge in Hyde County.

Jarrod Thomas Umphlett of Manns Harbor also had two 45-day jail
sentences suspended, was given an 18-month probation, lost his
hunting license for two years, was ordered to write a letter of apology
to all four hunters and undergo a psychological evaluation. He had
two felony assault charges dismissed as part of a plea agreement,

Umphlett pled guilty to eight misdemeanor charges — commu-

nicating threats, simple assault,
injury to personal property,
unlawful harassment of persons
taking wildlife and operating
a boat in a reckless manner
— related to an incident on
the afternoon of Dec. 16,2017,
when he was alleged to have
ramsnmed his boat into a boat in
which Clark Purvis of Roanoke
Rapids and Richard Edwards
of Wilmington — the former a
cousin of Gov. Roy Cooper and
the latter a member of the N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commis-
sion — were riding, scouting
for ducks, in Swan Creek Lake in
Hyde County.

According to the arrest report,
Umphlett threatened Purvis
and Edwards, boarded their
boat, punched Edwards twice,
tried to remove the outboard
motor from the boat’s transom
and throw it overboard and
repeatedly described them
using racial epithets.

Those eight charges carried
the 7-day jail term and fines,
restitution and court costs
totalling $2,030, plus a 45-day
suspended sentence, suspen-
sion of Umphlett’s hunting
license for two years and a pro-
hibition against participating in
any hunting-related activities
for two years.

He also pled guilty to four
misdemeanor charges of com-
municating threats and unlaw-
ful harassment of persons
taking wildlife relating to a Dec.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

GOT PICS? We want 'em

dank@carolinasportsman.com

All images will be considered, but those taken on the water or in the woods will have
the best chance of being featured. *Digital images must be sent in jpeg format. High-
resolution images (taken on your camera’s highest setting) will work the best. All images
(physical and digital) become property of Carolina Sportsman and cannot be returned.

27,2017, incident in which he was alleged to have threatened

and harassed Larry Gammon of Plymouth and his teen-aged son,
Wesley Cole Gammon, for hunting in the same lake where he con-
fronted Purvis and Edwards. He was fined $500.

Umphlett’s father, Wayne Thomas Umphlett of Manns Harbor,
pled guilty of one charge of unlawful harassment of persons
taking wildlife, received a prayer for judgement continued and
ordered to pay $180 in court costs. He was in the boat with his son
when the Dec. 27 incident took place. =

August 2018 | Carolina Sportsman
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BRIDGES’ AlM:

IT'S THE KIDS

ddie Bridges'singular goal always
E has been viewed as a project to

preserve wildlife. But that really isn't
the main reason he has helped raise mil-
lions of dollars when he was a N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commissioner and as executive
director of the state’s most-powerful non-
profit sportsman’s organization, the N.C.
Wildlife Habitat Foundation.

It may be a cliché, but Bridges has spent
nearly half his life as a conservation-by-
example icon "for the kids!

" was lucky,"he said."Things just broke
well for me, and I've been in front of good
causes!

Bridges, 85, of Greensboro, N.C,, pro-
posed an inspired trust-fund idea in 1981
— invest-the-principal/spend-the-interest
— while a member of the Commission,
that pulled the cash-strapped agency

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

into the black. Twenty-six years later, he
adopted the idea for the NCWHF, but
his passion never has been totally about
money.

It's why the Foundation has been sup-
ported by countless people, and Bridges
has gotten hundreds of sponsors for
numerous “youth days”where kids learn
about wildlife and received hands-on
instruction from experts in fishing, hunt-
ing and gun safety. In late June, the
Foundation underwrote two youth days
at Beaver Pond Sporting Club in Snow
Camp, N.C.

Under the watchful eyes of nine enforce-
ment officers and hunter-safety experts
from the Commission, plus officials and
members of Beaver Pond, about 100 chil-
dren learned each day about waterfowl,
waterfowl identification, how to use duck

Eddie Bridges has been instrumental in
fund-raising for many, many conserva-
tion projects over the past 40 years.

Craig Holt

CAROLINAS
OPEN THREE
NEW FISHING
FACILITIES IN
JUNE

Fishermen have three new places
to access good freshwater fishing
thanks to the N.C. Wildlife Resources
Commission and S.C. Department of
Natural Resources

In early June, the Commission
opened two access areas on rivers
in northwest North Carolina: one on
the New in Alleghany County near
Sparta, the other on the Araratin
Surry County west of Pilot Mountain.
Both have access stairs for fishing and
launching kayaks, canoes and other
small vessels.

On June 6, the SCDNR dedicate a
new fishing pier at Lake Edgar Brown
in Barnwell. Lake Edgar Brown, which
covers 100 acres, is one of the 18 fish-
ing lakes in the agency’s State Lakes
Fishing program. =

calls, fired shotguns at clay targets and .22
rifles at stationary targets in addition to a
catered lunch.

And Bridges enjoyed being in the thick
of it.

“What we've got to do is get children
away from TV screens and video games
and get them outdoors,  he said."If they
take to it like | did when I grew up in
Morganton, they'll see the need to save
habitat, not only for wildlife but for them-
selves.

“We should want our children to learn to
keep in touch with the outdoors, the land
and the creatures that live on the wild.

As adults they'll support wild habitat and
wildlife! s
— Craig Holt

FOR EVEN MORE
CAROLINA SPORTSMAN NEWS,
VISIT WWW.CAROLIANSPORTSMAN.COM



First mate Derek Eager of the
Marshgrass poses with huge yellowtin
tuna caught off Charleston in June.

YELLOWFIN TUNA
STUNS SOUTH CAROLINA CREW

ellowfin tuna were once a com-
Ymon sight in the bluewaters off
South Carolina’s coast, but very
few have been caught in the past 10 years.
That made it an even bigger surprise for
a group of anglers from the Lowcountry
near the end of June when they hooked
up with a huge yellowfin while trolling
in about 200 feet of water fishing out of
Charleston, S.C.

The group was fishing aboard the
Marshgrass, a 23-foot Sea Hunt owned and
captained by Marsha Hass, who told editor
Brian Cope of www.carolinasportsman.
com that they had king mackerel and a
dolphin in the fish box when, when all of
a sudden, line started peeling off one of
their Shimano TLD 20 reels.

Jon Lucas grabbed the rod and began
a fight that lasted about an hour. Neither
Hass nor any of the crew had any idea

what might be
on the line until
the fish was
right at the boat, because they never got
a good look, and because the tuna didn't
fight the way tuna normally fight, bull-
dogging for the depths.

"It was the shock of a lifetime. It didn't do
what a tuna is supposed to do,"Hass said.
“It's supposed to go straight down and
circle — the death circle. This thing kept
running. I thought we had a marlin, and
since it wasn't jumping, it must be hooked
pretty bad in the bill”

Lucas finally won the battle, and the
yellowfin came aboard. When Hass
announced the catch over the radio,
according to Cope, she said she could
almost hear other captains giggling.

The yellowfin didn't hit the scales until
back at dock, after it had been gutted.. At
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that point, it weighed 110 pounds.

While yellowfins are still caught regularly
off the North Carolina coast they've all but
disappeared in South Carolina waters in
the past decade. The reason isn't known,
but Dr. Mitch Roffer, who founded Roffer’s
Ocean Fishing Forecasting Service, has
some ideas.

Overfishing for yellowfin off the coast of
West Africa, where many tuna historically
traveled to South Carolina waters from, is
one cause. Another, Roffer said, is because
of shifts in ocean currents. The Antilles Cur-
rent is one that many fisheries biologists
say had once been responsible for bring-
ing yellowfin to South Carolina’s waters,
and it has shown lots of changes in the
past 10 years. =

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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What does this fall's deer
season have for hunters
in the Carolinas? New
regulations for much of
North Carolina, a second
year to look at how South
Carolina hunters are react-
ing to regulation changes
from 2017. But make no
mistake: the deer are still

By Dan Kiber there for the taking.

DEER /0

fyou haven't started thinking
about deer hunting yet, youre
already way behind.

South Carolina hunters in about
one-third of the state get to bring out
their archery equipment on Aug, 15, the
same day hunters in another one-third
of the state will be carrying their bean
field rifles to their deer stands.

North Carolina bowhunters get the
first crack at any Tarheel State deer,
but not until Sept. 8, when archery
season arrives statewide. >

August 2018 | Carolina Sportsman
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DEER 2013

ut with trail cam-

eras, food plots

and deer feeders

to maintain or get

going, plenty of

hunters are already

well into the mental

side of things, won-

dering where to set up their stands for

opening day, and what their goals should

be for the season.

« How many bucks is enough? Are we
looking for big deer or big numbers?

« How many does should be tagged to
keep the herd in line?

« What should I shoot, and when?

Both Carolinas had increases in the deer
harvest between 2016 and 2017. North
Carolina hunters killed 161,854 deer last
season, an increase of 8 percent over 2016
levels. Two interesting notes: the harvest
in the Southeastern section was up 13.3
percent; the harvest in the Northeastern
section was down 4 percent.

In South Carolina, hunters took 185,286
deer last season, a 7-percent increase
over 2016 levels. With more-restricted
buck harvest limits in effect, most of
the overall increase was powered by a
12-percent rise in the number of antler-
less deer killed.

But Charles Ruth, the deer project
leader for the S.C. Department of Natural
Resources said plenty of factors probably
contributed to the increase, which ended
a series of harvest decreases dating back
to 2002, when the record harvest was
better than 300,000 deer.

“We expected a little bump in the
harvest last year because of conditions
in 2015 and 2016, he said. “I would
guess that we left some deer in the

woods because of the flood
in 2015 and the hurricane

in 2016 that would have
been harvested under better
conditions, and they were
harvested last fall”

Ruth doesn’t expect any
big differences in where and
when hunters take deer this
fall, nor how many. But he
said he and other biologists
will be monitoring details of
this fall's harvest — and the
next two or three seasons —
to see if the more-restrictive
buck limits instituted in time
for the 2017-18 season are
having an impact on what
hunters are tagging.

“Most of the increase we
had (in 2017) was related to
the doe harvest,” Ruth said.

“Maybe that’s an indication

that the buck limits are

working at some level, but it

will take a few years to really

determine that. It will take at least three
years or more before we'll be sure about
it. I don’t think the increase we saw last
year was enough to predict how it will
set up in the next few years, but we have
that big question to answer: Are we actu-
ally, with the limits, are we going to save
some bucks?”

Ruth wonders aloud whether or not
last year’s increase was just a one-season
wonder, or if South Carolina’s deer herd
is on the increase.

“This is anecdotal, but I'm starting
to talk to more people who say they
are seeing more deer than they have
been in recent years,” he said. “And

Jason Ray killed this 142-inch,
10-point buck on Dec. 7, 2017, in
North Carolina’s Rutherford County,
where the herd is expanding.

one thing we highlighted in our deer
report (www.dnr.sc.gov/wildlife/
deer/2017DeerHarvestReport.html) was
that the coyote harvest was down last
fall. Has our coyote population finally hit
the wall and is no longer increasing? Is
that affecting our deer population?”

As far as where to hunt in the Palmetto
State, nothing has really changed. The
same handful of counties is spitting out
the most deer every season, and some
of the same counties are spitting out the
biggest number of trophy bucks.

Hunters in Orangeburg, Hampton,
Colleton and Williamsburg all killed bet-
ter than 7,000 deer last season. Hunters

TOP SC COUNTIES TOP SC COUNTIES TOP NC COUNTIES TOP NC COUNTIES

2017 OVERALL DEER HARVEST 2017 DEER HARVEST BY AREA 2017 OVERALL DEER HARVEST 2017 BUCK HARVESTS BY AREA
County Harvest County Harvest/Sq. Mile County Harvest County Bucks Sq. Mile
1. Orangeburg ......... 9.319 1. Anderson ............ 19.3 1. Northampton ...... .. 4120 1. Mecklenburg. . ...... .. 5.49

2. Hompton .. ......... 7,529 2. Bamberg ............ 17.0 2 Halfox............. 3,821 2. Forsyth ... 5.17

3. Colleton............ 7,462 3. Hompton . ........... 14.8 3. hnson ... 3,692 3. Mleghany. ........... 481

4 Williomsburg. . ....... 7,096 4 Cahoun............. 13.8 4 Randolph . .......... 3,670 4 Cabarrus. ............ 452

5. Anderson . .......... 6,602 5. Sparfanburg . . ...... .. 12.7 5 Wilkes............. 3,438 5.6asfon. . ............ 4.46

6. Fairfield .. .......... 5,965 6. Abbeville . ........... 12.1 6. Rockingham . . ....... 3,179 6. Union............... 4.15

7. Berkeley. ........... 5,849 7.Savda. . ............ 11.8 7.Stokes. . ........... 3,052 T.hshe ............... 4.14

8. Sparfanburg . . . ...... 5,285 8. Orangeburg .......... 11.8 8.Bertie ............. 012 8. Vance .............. 401

9. Bamberg ........... 5212 9. Bamwell. . ........... 11.1 9. Union.............. 2,862 9. Northampton ......... 3.95
10. Newberry. . ........ 5,186 10. Allendale ........... 10.9 10. Montgomery. . ... ... 2,736 10. Guitford .. .......... 3.80
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in Anderson, Bamberg and Hampton counties killed the high-
est number of deer per square mile, and Orangeburg, Aiken and
Anderson counties continue to fill up the South Carolina deer
record book with the most entries.

North Carolina hunters will have plenty to think about this
season. Those in the eastern half of the state are facing a sea-
son limit of two antlered bucks for the first time ever, thanks to

regulation changes in the offseason.

The N.C. Wildlife
Resources Commission
divided the eastern third
of the state into two
management regions:
Northeastern and
Southeastern, but sea-
sons and bag limits are
the same in both regions
this fall. The statewide
limit on antlerless deer
is now four, with bonus
tags only allowed during
Urban Archery seasons in
specified locations.

Rutherford, Polk and
Cleveland counties were
moved from the Western
to the Northwest section,
and in those three coun-
ties — plus the remainder
of the Western section
— antlerless seasons of

SOUTH CAROLINA
2018-19 DEER SEASONS

Game Zone 1 — Private Lands
Primitive Weapons: Oct. 1-10
Gun Hunts: Oct. 11-Jan. 1, 2019

Game Zone 2 — Private Lands
Archery Only: Sept. 15-30
Primitive Weapons: Oct. 1-10
Gun Hunts: Oct. 11-Jan. 1, 2019

Game Zone 3— Private Lands
Archery and Gun Hunts: Aug.
15-Jan. 1,2019

Game Zone 4 — Private Lands
Archery Only: Aug. 15-31
Gun Hunts: Sept. 1-Jan. 1, 2019

Public lands: Seasons vary
between individual Wildlife

Management Areas. Consult S.C.

Regulations Digest for details.

various lengths will move from the end of gun season to the
beginning.

Last season, North Carolina hunters tagged 161,854 deer, an
8-percent increase over the previous season, a harvest made up
of 52-percent bucks and 41-percent does.

continues >

Pete Rogers killed this fine South
Carolina buck with a Ruger
Blackhawk in .44 Remington
Magnum with a Bushnell 2X scope.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

S5 BEST
HANDGUNS
FOR WHITETAILS

Selecting the right handgun for hunting whitetail deer can
be daunting, in part because there are so many excellent
options. This list of five only scratches the surface, but these are
some of the finest handguns available for whitetail hunters.

« Ruger Blackhawk, .44 Remington Magnum. This classic
wheel gun is a personal favorite. The weight balance and
look of the Blackhawk make it an excellent choice. Choose
the seven-inch barrel and top it with quality optics. This gun
is capable of killing deer out to slightly more than 100 yards.
The 44 Remington Magnum is arguably the best choice for
handgun hunters. The single-action revolver is powerful and
capable of handling the heaviest rounds.

« Taurus Raging Bull, .454 Casull. This has been long
thought to be too much gun for whitetail. The 454 Casull
with a 300-grain bullet carries more than 1,600 food pounds
of energy at the muzzle. You will not be underpowered with
this comfortable-shooting revolver. The built-in porting
from Taurus allows for the recoil to be manageable.

» Smith and Wesson 629 Classic, .357 Magnum. This
double-action action revolver in .357 Magnum is thought by
some to be on the light side; however, the .357 magnum is
plenty capable of killing deer in the Carolinas. The light, 500
foot pounds of energy make this a close-range gun for deer.

« Freedom Arms .500 Wyoming Express. The last of the
revolver options, this might be the finest handgun being
made today. Freedom Arms'single-action revolvers are a
thing of beauty and functionality, and if you are getting the
best, you might as well get the biggest. The .500 Wyoming
Express shoots a thumb-sized, 400-grain bullet at a whop-
ping 1,250 feet per second, carrying 1,387 foot pounds of
energy. This gun will stop anything in its tracks. Plus, it is just
fun to shoot!

« Thompson/Center Contender G2,
41 Remington Magnum. Moving
from the revolvers to a single shot, the
Thompson/Center Contender G2 multi-
barrel pistol is a great choice for begin-
ning handgun hunters. Look at the 41
Rem Magnum as an option. Carrying a
muzzle velocity of 1,560 feet per second
and 1,135 foot pounds of energy from

a 210-grain bullet. It carries more than
enough energy and power to kill white-
tails out to around 100 yards.

Choosing any of these fine handguns
for your next deer hunt will guarantee
you a gun that is more than capable for
the job. =

— Pete Rogers

Pete Rogers
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ohn Shaw, the deer-project leader for the N.C.
Wildlife Resources Commission, said the changes

were responses to trends
noticed in harvests over the past
decade.

“Generally speaking, we've seen
declines in the deer harvest in the eastern
half of the state for about a decade,” he
said. “The harvest has been fairly stable in
the Central section and the Northwestern
zone, and in the Western zone, we've seen
some pretty strong increases in harvest
trends, mostly on private lands. We may be
reaching a point where deer numbers start
making some exponential gains in some
western areas.”

In the eastern third of the state, however,
things may be headed in the other direc-
tion.

“We have encouraged doe harvests for
decades, and maybe we've gotten on top of
the herd,” he said.

NORTH CAROLINA
2018-19 DEER SEASONS

Northeastern/Southeastern
Seasons

Archery: Sept. 8-28
Blackpowder: Sept. 29-Oct. 12
Gun:Oct. 13,2018-Jan. 1,2019

Central Deer Season
Archery: Sept. 8-Oct. 26
Blackpowder: Oct. 27-Nov. 9
Gun: Nov. 10-Jan. 1, 2019

Northwestern Deer Season
Archery: Sept. 8-Nov. 2
Blackpowder: Nov. 3-16

Gun: Nov. 17-Jan. 1, 2019

Western Deer Season
Archery: Sept. 8-30, Oct. 14-Nov.

18, Dec. 9—Jan. 1, 2019 (antlered
deer only)

Blackpowder: Oct. 1-13

Gun: Nov. 19-Dec. 8

Extensive doe harvests across
North Carolina have stabilized the
size of the herd in the eastern two-
thirds of the state.

Shaw said the two-buck rule in the eastern
half of the state is half of a Commission
goal.

“The two-buck limit is designed to help
balance the sex-ratio in the eastern part

Rick Small
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of the state, and the age structure in our bucks;” he said. “But m:‘mug G:M/ Nt
the timing of the (doe) harvest is just as important. We want to @/—}’:A\J neale' S
In Stock

have that balanced sex ratio in the herd going into the breeding

season. We want to shoot (does) earlier. That can have a tre-

mendous impact on concentrating the timing of breeding and L

pondous mpact FULL LINE OF ARCHERY ACCESSORIES BY:
Fliminating bonus antlerless tags — except in areas with an PRIMOS

Urban Deer Season — is a recognition that hunters have gotten

control of the herd in most areas. Limiting hunters to four ant- COME SHOOT OUR INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE!

lerless deer per season is another step in that direction” 328 Industrial Dr - Summerville SG - 843-875-9613
“We believe that’s going to help stabilize our deer numbers

HOMEOWNER ® MOBILE HOMES ® AUTO ® BOATS ® MOTORCYCLES

Personal Service Guaranteed

3090 Jefferies Hwy ® Walterboro, SC 29488
Phone (843) 538-5856 © Fax (843) 538-5282

www.sarahjudysinsurance.com

Biologists expect a two-buck
limit in eastern North Carolina to Fﬂ)
change the age structure among
bucks in the herd.. en
Genesation
in some places” Shaw said. “All we can look at is past trends, O iﬁ
because it’s hard to predict the future. Things can change.’ u Eg

Statistically, hunters are killing deer just about everywhere in
the eastern two-thirds of North Carolina. Top counties are the
traditional Roanoke River counties, Northampton, Halifax and
Bertie, but top harvests also came last year from counties in
the southern Piedmont (Anson, Randolph, Union), the north-
ern Piedmont (Rockingham, Stokes) and Wilkes County in the

northwestern mountains. NOW BOOKING

Counties in the northern Piedmont continue to dominate the
honor roll kept by the Wake County Wildlife Club of trophy Se ptem ber
bucks scored at the annual Dixie Deer Classic. Multiple Boone Goose and
& Crockett bucks have been taken from Rockingham, Person, Te al Se ason!

Guilford and Caswell coun-

ties. most of them since the Dan Kibler of Winston- Call tOday to

, INCE Salem, N.C., is manag- !
two-buck rule was instituted ing editor of Carolina reserve your days .
in the western half of the state Sportsman. ';"""" been Oct Atl)so Bootln 9 ts!
. covering outdoors issues ctober Duc unts:
in 2000. = full-time since 1985. N Ew

5% Onine! (AT

Call Aaron Mathews at 252-619-2880
EARLY SEASON STAND OPTIONS > or visit www.quackkills.com
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EARLY SEASON REQUIRES
PLENTY OF STAND OPTIONS

With deer season approaching, hunters
are running out of time to make prepara-
tions to put themselves in the right spot
for a big buck.

These deer don't make “Bullwinkle” status
from making mistakes, and if hunters
want to punch a tag and plan a trip to
the taxidermist, a “shotgun”approach —
plenty of stands in different areas — is the
only way to make a dream into a reality.

Hunters need to be in the woods during
the first few weeks of the season because
every deer is alive and well. The crop of
new bucks is out and settled in its late-
summer pattern, with very few real threats
to disrupt daily movements. It's not until
the season begins that they become wary
of unusual sounds and smells in their liv-
ing rooms. Bucks will quickly learn they're
no longer alone, and the time for hunters
to easily take a buck quickly dwindles.

Hunters should
add a full comple-
ment of trail-
camera data and
wind-shield sur-
veys to their exist-
ing knowledge of
the land to learn
where their deer
are bedding, feed-

are predictable.

BOST ARGO/CENTAUR SALES

TAKE THE
HIGH ROAD!

XTREME TERRAIN VEHICLES

Hwy. 152 E. 6540 » Rockwell, NC 28138 ¢ Email: bostatv@gmail.com
www.atvargo.com
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ing and traveling in the weeks before the
season begins so their daily movements

But little mistakes can shatter a hunter’s
plan and eliminate his opportunities.

Early in the season, deer follow a daily
routine, with consistent bedding, feed-
ing and loafing areas. The only time they
change their routine is when environ-
mental conditions change: the arrival of
weather and/or a shift in wind direction. A

A hunter who does his homework and gives himself
plenty of stand options — a shotgun approach — has a

better chance of connecting with an early season buck.

Ben Lecroy

prepared hunter can still make it happen
when Mother Nature throws a curveball.

Hunters can set up on a specific deer

Hunt deer, wild boar and turkey
in the wilds of South Carolina

Trophy Managed Whitetail
on the Great Pee Dee River

Trophy Wild Boar
in the SC Swamps

NIGHT Hog: March 1 - July 1
SC Rifle Deer: Sept 1 - Jan 1
SC Wild Boar: Year' round Season
SC Turkey: April 1 - May 1
Dear/Boar or Turkey/Boar Combos

Located on the border in beautiful
Chesterfield County SC, one hour from Charlotte, NC.
Comfortable lodging including satellite TV,
pool table, bass ponds, rifle & 3-D archery range.

(704) 301-7950

eatsleephunt.com

or herd in many places, including food
sources, bedding areas and along travel
corridors. They should erect stands in
multiple places so they can encounter
deer in different places when conditions
change. And it's not just different places,
either. Hunters should set up multiple
stands around the same spots, such as

two different stands on a
peanut field, to account for
alternative winds. Second and
third stands don't have to be
the same kind as the primary
stand. They can be small lad-
der stands, an extra lock-on or
two, or even a small ground
blind — instead of a tower
stand.

Deer will change their travel
patterns when the weather
changes, and hunters need
to make changes to get their
target buck in their sights or
prevent an early season failure.

Hunters need options, and
without them, the best deci-
sion may be sitting at home
to prevent any mishaps. But
if another stand is set up for a
different wind, the hunter may
still get a chance at their prize.
It's all about options. Hunters
need choices to make sure
they can hunt in the right spot
at the right time.

— Jeff Burleson
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By Mike Marsh

ure, most anglers
who land king mack-
erel big enough to win

tournaments use live menhaden

or mullet as bait, but the typical
weekend warrior can make fishing
more fun by concentrating on effi-
ciency and, who knows, still might
catch a citation king or Spanish
mackerel. All that is necessary is
switching to lures and frozen squid.

Always a leader in the pragmatic
fishing department is Bruce Trujillo,
who operates Tight Loop Charters
out of Wrightsville Beach, N.C.,
and that means everything he does
points to catching fish. One morning
last summer, he and fishing partner
Russ Luhm launched at daybreak,
wasting no time.

“During summer, if you don’t get
to the ramp early, you may not find
a parking space,” Trujillo said. “On
busy weekends or holidays, it can
also seem as busy on the water”

Trujillo and Luhm rolled out for
a day of trolling, their favorite way
of fun-fishing. On the way through
the lengthy no-wake zone between
the ramp and Masonboro Inlet, they
spotted other anglers throwing cast
nets and bringing them up empty.
They were careful to give them wide
berth to avoid rocking their boats or
scattering scant baitfish schools.

> Mike Marsh
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l l atching live menhaden when it’s hot can
be the ultimate in frustration,” Luhm said.
“You just launched your boat after finding
a tight space in the parking spot, finally hit
the water and now, since you did not pre-
pare for a day of fishing without live bait, you are going to have
to spend the best fishing hours in the cool of morning chasing
bait along with everyone else. That’s why live-bait fishing is not
for me anymore”

Luhm is 75, and Trujillo is 66. Trujillo remembers when fisher-
men did not use live menhaden when they fished from boats.
Before the tournament craze, only pier fishermen used live baits.

“Back then, we used cedar plugs and Drone spoons,” he said.
“But today, we have much-better lures and one certain bait, so
inexpensive and easy to find, it's a wonder everyone isn’t using
it. I prefer using squid in my mackerel trolling setups for other
reasons, too. I can use the same live-bait rig most anglers use
for menhaden and troll it with a squid at the same speed as my
favorite lures, which are Yo-Zuri Crystal Minnow deep divers.
Just about any fish I want to catch will eat a Yo-Zuri or squid.
King mackerel and Spanish mackerel go bonkers over them”

Luhm and Trujillo both have decades of mackerel fishing under
their belts, and when fishing as a team, they divide duties. Trujillo

Bruce Trujillo opts for trolling lures over
live bait because anglers can spend too
much valuable early morning fishing
time trying to catch bait.

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

Shimmer and shine incite

SHOCK STRIKES

King mackerel are suckers for hard-plastic lures like Yo-Zuri's
Crystal Minnow, and several big advantages exist for trolling
lures instead of live baits.

- You don't have to waste valuable fishing time trying to

catch bait in a cast net or on a Sabiki rig.

« Lures don't require livewells with pumps and switches that

can malfunction at the worst times.

+ They are much easier to troll in rough seas without tan-

gling the lines.

+ An angler can pick different colors in an instant.

On the other hand, cost is a downside. Some of these hard-
plastic lures cost $20 each, and guide Bruce Trujillo counts
on losing at least one or two on each trip, with barracuda the
culprit in most of the cut-offs.

The use of heavy, wire leaders can impair lure action, so he
uses heavy monofilament leaders in most cases. He may use a
short wire leader if barracuda are snipping off his lures, but most
of the time, he moves on to the next spot. =



Hard-plastic diving plugs like Yo-Zuri’s Crystal Minnow are an
alternative to live-baiting or trolling spoons for mackerel.

Mike Marsh

was at the helm on the way to the first artificial reef, while Luhm
thawed out squid and fiddled with the trolling gear.

“I fish all of the artificial reefs off Wrightsville Beach, Carolina
Beach and Topsail Beach, as well as livebottoms;” Trujillo said.
“It’s not difficult to find out where the kings are biting if you
ask around the tackle shops. If the kings are there, the Spanish
mackerel are, too. You will also find out where the fish are
swimming that you want to avoid: amberjack, barracuda and
sharks. They can break off or cut off your rigs and lures.

“An amberjack will eat a hooked Spanish mackerel, and a bar-
racuda will cut off a Spanish mackerel in its entirety or cut off
a king mackerel behind the gills. A shark will tear up a squid
rig. A Yo-Zuri deep diver costs $16 to $22, so I don't want to lose
many, but losing one or two a day seems inevitable”

At their first destination, Luhm took the helm while Trujillo
put out the lines. Most live-bait anglers fish at least four lines,
including a downrigger line or two, but he only fishes three.

“I set one deep-diving lure in the propeller wash; the turbu-
lence attracts kings,” he said. “I set another one at 40 to 60 feet.
If it isn’t swimming true or at a depth the fish like, I adjust the
line by counting the wake waves. When you are only running
two deep divers, all you have to do is spread them apart to keep
them from tangling, even in tight turns. You don’t need a down-
rigger because the lures run so deep.”

T
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SPEED
> KINGS

Speed-ig s SQUID

Any angler who can twist-together a wire live-bait rig for
fishing with menhaden can make a rig for trolling squid.

The rig consists of 24 to 36 inches of No. 5, single-strand
wire ahead of a 6-inch length of No. 5 single-strand wire

he third line, set farther back, held the squid bait,
which slipped along just beneath the surface.

“The squid runs shallow and has no additional
weight,” Luhm said. “If I am running downwind, it
may skim the surface because the speed picks up. In

a turn or running into the wind, it sinks a bit, but never enough
to interfere with the deep divers because it falls so slowly. A lot
of strikes come as the squid falls. If we are going to get a 30-plus

pounder, it’s usually on the squid”’

The lures struck pay dirt in the form of Spanish gold before
the first turn. Luhm was watching the depthfinder and look-
ing forward to keep an eye on other boats when the warning
clicker sounded off. Trujillo grabbed the rod.

“I could see baitfish stacked up on the structure just before
the strike,” Luhm
said. “Sometimes,
they stay oriented to
the same area of the
structure, but most of
the time, they move
around. The hardest
thing, if there is any
amount of wind, is
keeping the boat on
top of the fish.

>

KING MAC

Best Source For King Mackerel Tackle

Largest Select_ion of
Custom Bait Rigs
& Same Day Shipping on Most ltems!

Over 40 years of saltwater experience:
We outfit everyone from novice to pro!

Buy online or Download Our Catalog at:
www.KingMacTak.com ¢ 919-900-8998
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with two No. 4x strong treble hooks. The luminous, green
bead provides additional attraction, but it also serves the
vital function of reducing water pressure on the tail tip of
the squid to help it stay on the hook at the relatively high
trolling speeds needed when running at the same spread
with some hard-plastic, deep-diving lures. =

Mike Marsh

Squid can be trolled ona
rig similar to a live-bait
king rig to take mackerel.
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Your Trailer Maintenance... Don’t Wait!
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Brake Repair, Flat Tires, Fuel Delivery, Towing of trailer
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l l ishing with live baits compounds the
B ruce TrU | | |O S problem, because you are trolling them so

tr O| | in g S Et f OI’ slow it is hard to keep the lines tight when

[k

you are heading into the wind. The lines

get slack in them and tangle. Then, when
you turn around and run downwind, you are going so fast you
are dragging them so they can’'t swim naturally. All T have to do
when we troll lures and squid is watch the dephfinder and GPS. I
don’t have to worry about lines crossing because I am running at
higher speeds, which makes controlling the boat much easier”

Luhm and Trujillo trolled for 45 minutes and boated a king
mackerel to go along with several big Spanish mackerel before
declaring the bite lackluster, reeling in lines and heading to
another spot.

“It’s like playing a connect-the-dots puzzle;” Trujillo said. “I
always plan the day so I have at least three spots to fish that
line up efficiently. I might fish a nearshore reef, like the Liberty
Ship (Meares Harris Reef, AR 370) or the 5-mile Boxcars (AR
372) then slip on out to the 10-mile Boxcars (AR 376) and
end the day at Dallas Rock off Topsail or at the Schoolhouse

(Lennon/Hyde Reef, AR 386). I can do the same thing by hit-
ting the Carolina Beach Reef (Phillip Wolfe Reef, AR 378), the
Dredge Wreck (AR 382)
then the Frying Pan
» Tower ledges. I plan to
™~ Run squid from fish three fpotsre)lt dif-
rod in seat “rocket ;i
L J launcher'rod ferent distances off the
holder. beach, confident that
one is going to hold the
mother lode.” =
=
= A heavy casting spoon like a
i Stingsilver will draw strikes
< o from mackerel, especially
Al @ Yo-Zuri Spanish, as long as you can
: deep diver retrieve it at a fast speed.
/" Runadeep-diving lure
“inthe engine prop wash.
Fish are attracted to the
= disturbance. When turning, e
| pmesiesen  Heave heavy metal for
T HARDER HITS
deep diver ©
<
Troll a deep-diving lure several If angler Russ Luhm spots Spanish mackerel schooling
wake waves back. Watch how it at the surface or sees them on his depth finder as he
:hwe'”v‘vsa325‘jfz‘rjlt;‘::tbye(r‘;gr"r;':r?ce works a school with deep-diving lures, he'll fling a Sting-
P : silver or other heavy metal spoon at them.
The tactic works even while he is running at trolling
speed. However, if a few casts reveal that he is in the

Squid runs near the surface

@ Naturall slowing of stopping the thick of the fish, he may stop the boat, bring in the troll-

squid boat momentarily lets it ing lures and start casting and jigging for Spanish mack-
fall slowly, often triggering erel tofill his ice chest. Sometimes, the heavy casting
strikes as an angler places a and jigging spoon attracts a big king mackerel. =

fish on another line.
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DESTINATION INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — An N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
ramp in Wrightsville Beach offers the best access to Masonboro
Inlet. From Wilmington, take US 74 toward Wrightsville Beach.
When you cross the ICW, take three right turns to the ramp. From
the inlet, a handful of inshore and nearshore artificial reefs are
within easy range: AR 370, AR 372, AR 376, AR 378, AR 382, AR
386, Dallas Rock. Frying Pan Tower is a long run to the south.

WHEN TO GO — August through November are peak times to
catch mackerel. Look for water temperatures between 65 and
72 degrees.

BEST TECHNIQUES — Troll for king and Spanish mackerel
with Yo-Zuri Crystal Minnow deep-divers or natural squid on
a two-hook live-bait rig. Jig

or cast Stingsilver spoons.

Use 7-foot, medium-action
Shimano or Penn rods with

a Daiwa BC20 spinning reel
spooled with 10- or 12-pound
Berkley Big Game mono.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES
— Bruce Trujillo, Tight Loop
Charters, 910-675-0252;
Tex's Tackle, Wilmington, 2@
910-791-1763; Island Tackle
& Hardware, Carolina Beach,
910-458-3049. See also Guides
& Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS
— Sleep Inn, Wilmington,
910-313-6665; Pleasure Island
Chamber of Commerce, www.
pleasureislandchambernc.org.

MAPS — Sealake Fishing
Guides, 800-411-0185, www.
thegoodspots.com; Grease
Chart, 800-326-3567, www. A ISHXTIS]
greasechart.com; Maps
Unique, 910-458-9923, www.
mapsunique.com.

Mike Marsh is a
freelance outdoor writer
in Wilmington, N.C. His
latest book, Fishing North
Carolina, and other titles,
are available at www.
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SEE YOUR LOCAL

DEALER FOR SPECIALS

OFFERED BY

ANGLER’S MARINE
842 OCEAN HWY WEST
SUPPLY, NC 28462
910-775-7900
anglersmarinenc.com

BAY RACGER MARINE
213 US HIGHWAY 70 WEST
HAVELOCK, NC 28532
252-447-2277
bayracermarine.com

BERKELEY OUTDOORS
2955 S. LIVE OAK DR
MONCKS CORNER, SC 29461
843-761-2628
803-333-9992
803-505-8727
berkeleyoutdoors.com

BRAZDA MARINE
2645 Highway 24
Newport, NC 28570
252-240-1600
brazdamarine.net

BROAD CREEK MARINA
18 SIMMONS ROAD
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC. 29926
843-681-3625
broadcreekmarinahh.com

BROWN’S MARINE INC
1825 ANTHONY RD
BURLINGTON, NC 27215
336-229-5784
brownsmarine.net

CAROLINA BOATWORKS
OF COLUMBIA, LLC
181 PONTIAC BUSINESS CENTER DR
ELGIN, SC 29045
803-736-0035
cbwofcolumbia.com

CAROLINA COACH & MARINE
I-40, EXIT 135
CLAREMONT, NC 28610
800-305-9045
www.carolinacoach.com

CHATLEE BOAT & MARINE
2615 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.
SANFORD, NC 27330
919-775-7259
chatleeboats.com

COASTLINE RV & MARINE
2340 S. HIGHWAY 17
MURRELLS INLET, SC 29576
843-458-3999
coastlinervrentals.com

COLLINS INC.

4620 US 70 Bus Hwy East
Smithfield, NC 27577
(919) 934-3143
Collinshoating.com

COVE 2 COAST MARINE
1821 LAKE MURRAY BLVD.
COLUMBIA, SC 29212
803-814-1514
cove2coastmarine.com

COVE 2 COAST MARINE
2476 SAVANNAH HWY.
CHARLESTON, SC 29407
843-212-3915
cove2coastmarine.com

Not all North Carolina and South Carolina American Suzuki Motor of America Inc. marine dealers are represented in this adverlisement.

DOSS MARINE
1720 CHAPIN ROAD
CHAPIN, SC 29036

803-345-1001

dossmarine.com

DOWN EAST MARINE
455 HIGHWAY 70 OTWAY
BEAUFORT, NC 28516
252-728-5817
downeastmarine.com

FORT MACON MARINA INC
417 EFT MACON RD POB 370
ATLANTIC BEACH, NC 28512

252-726-2055
fortmaconmarina.com

FOUR SONS MARINE
855 CAUSEY RD
FAIR BLUFF, NC 28439
910-649-5755
foursonsmarine.com

GRAHAM MARINE
318 W HARDEN ST
GRAHAM, NC 27253
336-227-8711
grahammarinesales.net

GREG’S OUTBOARD CTR INC
1105 E OCEAN RD
HOLLY RIDGE, NC 28445
910-329-0040
gregsoutboard.com

HUNTLEY MARINE
307 N POLK ST
PINEVILLE, NC 28134
704-889-2111
huntleymarine.com

J & J MARINE
2530 BADIN ROAD
ALBEMARLE NC 28001
704-983-867
jandjmarinesales.com

JERRY’S MARINE SERVICES
3801-B MEETING STREET ROAD
CHARLESTON, SC 29405
843-554-3732  Fax 843-554-9435
jerrysmarine.com

JET JOE’S MARINE
SALES AND SERVICE
565 SATTERWHITE POINT RD.
HENDERSON, NC 27537
Phone: 252-430-6209
jetjoesmarine.com

JIMMY’S MARINE
6685 BEACH DRIVE SW
OCEAN ISLE BEACH, NC 28469
910-575-3600
jimmysmarine.com

JOHNSON’S MARINE
814 HOUSER ST
ORANGEBURG, SC 29115-6325
803-531-1655 « Fax 803-531-1626
johnsonsmarinesc.com

LONG’S FISHING & MARINE
5401 HWY 24
ANDERSON, SC 29625-6020
864-287-9064 * FAX 864-287-2965

LONG ISLAND MARINA
8400 LONG ISLAND ROAD
CATAWBA, NC 28609
828-241-4877
longislandmarina.com

MARINE 360
1925 JOHNSON MARINA RD
CHAPIN, SC 29036
803-749-2360
marine360sc.com

MARINE WAREHOUSE
6921 MARKET ST
WILMINGTON, NC 28411
910-799-1277
marinewarehousecenter.com

MARINE WAREHOUSE CENTER
3881 SAVANNAH HIGHWAY
JOHNS ISLAND, SC 29455

843-974-5353
marinewarehousecenter.com

MARTIN’S PERFORMANGCE BOATING
9345 MACEDONIA CHURCH RD
PROSPERITY, SC 29127
803-364-2162
martinsmarine.com

MARINE SERVICE PRO, INC.
8210 RIVER ROAD SE
SOUTHPORT, NC 28461
910-363-4725
marineservicepro8210@gmail.com

MERRITT MARINE
1804 NC-86
HILLSBOROUGH, NC 27278
919-732-7377
merrittmarine.com

MIRAMAR BOATS LLC
209 ARENDELL ST
MOREHEAD CITY, NC 28557
252-726-7678
www.portsidemarina.com

MUDDY BAY MARINE
13803 C. R. KOON HWY.
NEWBERRY, SC 29108
803-321-1900
muddybay.com

NORTH POINT WATERSPORTS
112 DOOLIE RD.
MOORESVILLE, NC
704-799-1994
northpointwatersports.com
info@npwatersports.com

PERFORMANCE EAST
604 CORPORATE DRIVE
GOLDSBORO, NC 27530

888-503-8900
ncpowersports.com

PRECISION MARINE INC
5201 USHWY 70 E
GOLDSBORO, NC 27534
919-751-1199
precisionmarineinc.com

RADCLIFFE MARINE INC.
865 US 264 BYPASS
BELHAVEN, NC 27810

252-943-3923
www.radcliffemarine.com

ROGUE MOTION BOAT
SALES & STORAGE
65 SYCAMORE AVE UNIT 1
CHARLESTON, SC 29407
TOLL-FREE 888-341-9460
roguemotion.com

SALTWATER MARINE
6130 CAROLINA BEACH ROAD
WILMINGTON NC 28412
910-392-7488
saltwatermarine.net

$ suzuxi
" MARINE

SOUNDSIDE MARINE
114 MARINE DRIVE
EDENTON, NC 27932
252-482-4363
soundsidemarine.com

SOUTHPORT MARINE MART
4711 LONG BEACH RD
SOUTHPORT, NC
910-457-6350
marinemartnc.com

SOUTHPORT WATERSPORTS
4888 Coastal Drive
Southport, NC 28461
910-477-6681
southportwatersports.com

STRICKLAND MARINE CENTER
4520 HWY 24
ANDERSON, SC 29626
864-225-0145
stricklandmarine.com

STROUD AND SON MARINE SALES
1897 OCEAN HWY
EDENTON, NC 27932
252-482-8938
www.stroudandson.com

SUTTON MARINE
914 PARK AVENUE SOUTHEAST
AIKEN, SC 29801
803-648-6141
suttonmarine.com

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
112 ANORTH CHERRY ST.
CHERRYVILLE, NC 28021

704-445-8848
teamgreatoutdoors.com

TRI-COUNTY MARINE
1203 PREMIER ROAD
GRANITE FALLS, NC 28630
828-728-4845
tricountyboats.com

TWIN LAKES MARINE, INC
265 SATTERWHITE POINT RD
HENDERSON, N.C. 27537
252-431-0416
twinlakesmarinenc.com

WACCA WACHE MARINA
1950 WACHESAW ROAD
MURRELLS INLET, SC 29576
(843) 651-2994
www.waccawachemarina.com

WEBSTERS MARINE INC
5974 N OKATIE HWY
RIDGELAND, SC 29936-8248
843-987-6663 * Fax 843-379-2628
webstersmarine.com

YOPP BROTHERS INC
883 HWY 210 W POB 849
SNEADS FERRY, NC 28460

910-327-2831
yoppbrothersmarine.com

UNIVERSAL MARINE
144-A Wayne Drive
Morehead City, NC 28557
252-723-1577
www.universalmarinenc.com

$ suzuxi
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www.pogiesfishing.com
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2019 1756 SC In-Stock!!
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See Our Inventory Showroom at
SOUTHSIDEOUTDOORS.com [}

Carolina Sportsman \ August 2018




THE
HEAT
1S ON

Waters around Sneads Ferry, N.C., can
still produce plenty of gator trout despite
sizzling summer temperatures — if you
know the hows, wheres and whens.

By Craig Holt

t's an axiom that the anvil-
hammering sun of North
Carolina beach summers
pretty much ends produc-
tive inshore saltwater fishing,
particularly for spotted seatrout.

Many anglers believe when the
heat becomes so intense you
can fry an egg on the deck of a
boat, every species from baitfish
to crabs to gamefish retreats to
cooler, deeper water — except
perhaps during the narrow win-
dow around sun-up.

Ifit’s heavenly to find and catch
specks and red drum during April
and May, then July and August
can be hellishly uncomfortable
for fish and unproductive for
anglers.

For everyone, that is, except for
fishermen who do their thing in
the creeks, bays and inlets along
North Carolina’s central coast,
including guide Allen Jernigan
of Breadman Ventures Guide
Service in Sneads Ferry.

Craig Holt
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SNEADS FERRY

ernigan, 39, worked as a com-

mercial fisherman, then drove a

bread delivery truck, hence, the

name of his guide service.

“I think learning to commercial

fish helped me (as a guide),” he
said. “You learn a lot about where fish are at
when your living depends on it”

Like many former commercial fishermen
who converted, Jernigan doesn't use live or
cut bait but prefers the greater challenge of
artificial lures, even for his clients. And fish-
ing an area known for spotted seatrout of all
ages and sizes, he only targets trophy fish —
even in the peak of summer.

“I don’t catch spikes,” he said, describing
10- to 12-inch specks. “During July and
August, I'm typically looking for 5-, 6- and
8-pound fish. We'll catch some 3-pounders,
but we might land a 9-pounder”

To target huge trout, Jernigan uses big lures.

“When I know a place has big fish, I'll only
throw Mister Big (lures),” Jernigan said.

“For August, my favorite will be a 5-inch,
MirrOlure ShePup (a topwater walk-the-dog
bait). I don’t have a favorite color because

I don't think it matters that much. A trout
looks for movement, so I think those lures
look like a big, hurt (menhaden) or shrimp
to a trout”

The topwater bite can turn on at any time
of day, too, he said; it isn’t reserved for the
early morning. Another puzzling aspect of
Jernigan's summer trout tactics is where he
finds specks — not in deep holes or on drop-
offs, but on flats covered by only a foot or
two of water.

Channels between marshy sand bars will
be filled with hungry trout during fall
tides near the mouth of the New River.
INSET: Fat summer trout will hang out in
shallow water near marsh edges.

Carolina Sportsman | August2018

The reason? The New River, where he does
alot of his summer fishing, is crammed with
shrimp, especially in summer, and shrimp
school over mud flats. And for trout, the
chance to eat shrimp trumps hot, shallow
water every time.

“You can have a flat that’s only 15 to 18
inches deep and a pothole that’s 4 or 5 feet
deep,’ Jernigan said. “Trout like to get in the
holes, especially on low tide. Sometimes
they won't bite at a pothole, but you come
back (later), and they’ll be fired up.

“Most of the river doesn't have a lot of cur-
rent or tides like other places. A pothole a
couple of feet deeper than the surrounding
areas is all it takes to hold trout in summer”

However, the small difference of a higher
tide is preferable.

The trout bite, he said, “is actually is all tide
driven. If we have a high tide an hour or two
before dark, it'll be game on”

Besides the river flats, Jernigan spends
plenty of time fishing along the Intracoastal
Waterway, which runs almost east-west
where it intersects the New. It roughly resem-
bles an inverted check mark north of New
River Inlet, with the tip top of the check mark
where it intersects with Cedar Bush Cut.

continues >

Craig Holt

DESTINATION
INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE —
Sneads Ferryison NC 172in
Onslow County, which is best
accessed from the north via
US 17 and NC 210, and from
the west via -40, NC 24, NC
210 and NC 172. The most-
popular public boating access
is on Fulcher Landing Road of
NC 172 east of Sneads Ferry.

WHEN TO GO — July through
October.

BEST TECHNIQUES — Seek
out flats with 12 to 24 inches
of water and holes 4 to 5 feet
deep. Cast topwater lures
such as She-Pups, Top Dogs,
MR 17s, MR52s or Zara Spooks.
Soft-plastics include 5-inch
swimbait or Fluke-style lures
rigged weightless. Another
tacticis to find current — a
falling tide is best — at a
channel ledge, cast a pink
Storm Shrimp behind the
boat into the current and
simply hold the rod as the lure
vibrates.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES —
Allen Jernigan, Breadman
Ventures, 910-467-1482;

Ricky Kellum, The Speckled
Specialist, 910-33-2745; Pogies
Fishing Center, Swansboro,
910-325-7876; Dudley's
Marina, Cedar Point, 252-
393-2204. See also Guides &
Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS —
Hampton Inn, Sneads Ferry,
N.C,, 855-605-0317.

MAPS — Capt. Segull’s
Nautical Charts, 888-473-4855,
www.captainsegullcharts.
com; Grease Chart, 800-326-
3567, www.greasechart.com;
GMCO's Chartbook of North
Carolina, 888-42-06277, www.
gmcomaps.com; Sealake
Fishing Guides, 800-411-0185,
www.thegoodspots.com.
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“There are a lot of grass beds at the ICW and (the intersection)
with New River at the cut,” Jernigan said. “Theyre good places to
fish for trout. I'll often use a soft-plastic (jig) around grass beds”

His top soft-plastic lure is a gray, 4- or 5-inch Saltwater
Assassin Shrimp Cocktail. He also favors the bait in Poppa
Smurph/pearl with a blue surface sheen.

“You basically rig them weedless on an unweighted 5/0 swim-
bait hook.” Jernigan said. “You cast them in the current where
they’ll sit perfectly level. You normally want it to stay level and
wiggle. That will attract trout”

E)UTDOORS

EMERALD™ ISLE, NC / 252 354-6692
*BAIT & TACKLE *MARINE SUPPLIES *ROD & REEL REPAIRS

@@ _/4SALL STAR’® (S/——I CHUIX‘,Z/(ﬁ
& Columl

:REEL

Graphite Rods
Columbia  gyiMANGD*
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otar R,

REEI_S
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Greg Dennis

www.thereeloutdoors.com

17’ . 2%’
Models
in Stock!

888-503-8900
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MirrOlures are one of the favorite
topwater lures to use for trout (and
red drum attack them as well).

But if he’s fishing drop-offs along ICW, Jernigan will use a
Y4-ounce jighead with a screw lock with a Fluke-style lure.

“Some ICW points have a dramatic shelf with a 3- to 4-foot
drop where trout lay;” Jernigan said. “Crimp a split-shot 2 to 22
feet above the lure and work it over the edge, or you can let it
fall weightless”

Jernigan also likes a Mann’s 1-Minus, a 3%-inch, shallow-div-
ing crankbait in grey ghost color, or a MirrOlure MR52, which
sinks about a foot per second in current.

“My favorite in-current hard bait is a clear or pink Storm
Shrimp,’ Jernigan said. “If you
go to a place like the NC 152
bridge and the tide’s moving,
all you have to do is throw it
in the current, stand and hold
it and basically wait for the
rod to double over”

Another tactic is to put a
soft-plastic imitation shrimp
under a Cajun Thunder pop-
ping cork and pop it across
an ICW ledge.

Jernigan likes to fish a 7-foot
or 7-foot-6 spinning rod and
2500 or 3000 Series Shimano
reel spooled with 12-pound
test Windtamer braid and
a 20-pound fluorocarbon
leader.

“Ilike the toughness of origi-
nal All-Star rods, but they're
pretty hard to find,” he said. =

(raig Holt of Snow Camp has
been an outdoor writer for
almost 40 years, working for
several newspapers, then
serving as managing editor
for North Carolina Sportsman
and South Carolina Sports-
man before becoming a full-
time free-lancer in 2009.
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SUMMER CRAPPIE

ddie Moody of Roxboro,
N.C., who runs Slabs
Guide Service on Kerr
Lake, aka Buggs Island,
knows this first-hand.
Moody, who prefers long-
line trolling to tight-lining
or pitching individual baits, believes the
vibration and rattle of crankbaits are
superior for drawing a reaction strike
compared to typical jigs and minnows.

“It’s like having a dog that you've raised
from a puppy,” said Moody (984-363-
5256), “and you sneak up and startle him.
His first reaction is to snap, no matter
how long he’s known you; it's Mother
Nature’s way.

“Crankbaits are better in the summer
for reaction strikes, because you can get
the bait down where you want (it) at a
higher speed. With a jig, you have to slow
down to make it drop. You get above a
mile an hour pulling cranks, and they
don’t have time to stop and think — they
react”

Not only does trolling crankbaits draw
more strikes, higher speeds give an
angler an opportunity to cover more
ground.

“You can put in an 8-hour trip in 4
hours,” Moody said. “T usually troll
between 1 mile per hour and 1.5. If it
clouds up, I'll back off the speed for 15
minutes or so and let the baits rise. But I
never go under 0.8 with cranks because
they won't have any action. The sun
changes trajectory so fast this
time of year that it’s hard to
get a stable bite at the same
depth for more than an hour”

Moody regards a cloudy day
as a troller’s paradise because
the fish will suspend higher
in the water column and will
be more active. Also, they will
be scattered throughout an
area instead of hugging tight
to brush. But this changes
quickly with fluctuating light
and water temperatures,
and Moody will speed up
and slow on a bright, sunny
day, according to the fish he
marks on his sonar. He would
rather have his lures 2 feet
above the fish than 6 inches below.

To combat the changes in target

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

depths, Moody covers the water column
with crankbaits that dive at different
depths, and he sprinkles in a couple of
Roadrunners for good measure, using a
No. 12 snap swivel on the crankbaits for a
quick switch-out if a depth becomes hot.

“My crankbaits run from 4 to 12 feet
deep,” said Moody, “maybe 16 if it’s hot
and extra bright. That’s running 2-inch,
3-inch, 3%2- and 4-inch baits on the
deeper end. I'm usually doing this with
a 10-rod spread: six straight crankbaits,
two three-way rigs with a jig running
in conjunction, and two Yie-ounce
Roadrunners”

To cover a wide swath of water, Moody
runs a 12-foot rod straight out from both
gunwales on either side of the transom,
like outriggers. A rod holder mounted
on the transom holds 4 more rods: two
6%-foot rods that angle out slightly and
two 10-foot rods that angle up on either
side of the motor. Two rods will run off
either side, typically an 8-footer in front

continues >

TOP: Summer crappie are less likely to go on feed-
ing sprees, so the reaction bite that a crankbait
draws is easier to predict. BOTTOM: A three-way
swivel allows crappie fishermen to troll a crankbait
ata certain depth and drag along a second lure in
slightly deeper water.

MAKE CRAPPIE
DO A DOUBLE-TAKE

According to guide Eddie Moody, a
difference in depth of a few inches can
have a big impact in crappie fishing,
and giving the fish something they're
not used to seeing can be the differ-
ence in getting bit or not.

Those are two reasons why Moody
experimented with putting out a few
extra baits in his crankbait trolling
spread — but not on separate rods. He
introduced a No. 6, three-way swivel to
his rigs and enhanced his crankbait bite.

It all goes back to Moody’s dog anal-
ogy. Startle a resting dog, and he's
liable to bite, but if two people sneak
up on him, he might get really excited.
To a three-way swivel, Moody ties a
leader about 24 inches long that goes
to a crankbait, and he adds another
18-inch section of leader tied to a jig or
Roadrunner-type lure.

The crankbait pulls the rig down to
its running depth, and the jig flutters
below it. Not only does the added bait
offer more presence, but it allows for
changing the running depth and cover-
ing a tiny differences in depth between

the other baits.

"You can use the jig to fine-tune a
crankbait,’ said Moody.“The more or
less weight you use, the deeper or shal-
lower it will run. I can also tie a longer
leader on one of the jigs, and it'll run

Dusty Wilson

that much deeper.
That can make
a big difference
sometimes. Plus, it'll
tame-down some
of the cheaper
crankbaits that |
use. It takes out the
erratic wobble and
make it run true.
“Sometimes, I'll use
astraightjigand a
curlytail grub and
sometimes a Road-
runner, trying to hit
all the variations
| can, but usually
sticking with a e~ or
Y%-ounce head. If the

fish want to change up depths or baits,
| want to have something for them!'s
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SUMMER CRAPPIE

continues >

and a 5-footer behind. The deepest baits will run off the bow to
act as curb feelers, signaling the bottom bouncing that encour-
ages Moody to slow down. Baits running off the stern should
be 60 to 80 feet behind the boat, giving fish a chance to settle
down after the trolling motor buzzes over their heads. Moody
prefers to place shallow-running baits next to deeper-running
baits to prevent tangling.

“I don’t use any particular colors,” Moody said, “but I like
something with a little flash, usually the ones I find in the bar-
gain bin at Walmart. Fire tiger, a crawfish pattern or blue are
all good choices. I put out a variety and let the fish tell me what
they want. It’s strange to see the same bait being hit by color,
but you will see them favor a bait by the depth it’s running”’

Crankbaits of various sizes enable anglers to cover
different water depths. Baits of different color fished in
the same spread will uncover slabs’ daily preferences.

Crappie are most likely main-lake residents in August, but
Moody still finds success trolling inside the mouths of some of
the deeper creeks in addition to main-lake points and pockets.
Red-clay banks on the shoreline are a good sign.

Generally, he targets water from 16 to 25 feet deep, but crappie
will be suspended from 4 to 6 feet under the surface down to the
thermocline, starting out on the shallow end of the spectrum in
the morning and progressing deeper throughout the day.

Moody makes certain to pass over any of the 2,500 brush piles
he has marked that come near his trolling routes. Crappie
often hover over the top of the brush, and the brighter the day,
the closer they will be to the brush. As he passes over, he takes
careful note of the height of the cover and the running depth
of his crankbaits. If necessary, he eases off the trolling speed to
guide the plugs safely over.

Dusty Wilson of Raleigh, N.C.,

is a lifelong outdoorsman. He is
the manager of Tarheel Nursery
in Angier and can be followed on
his blog at InsideNCFishing.com.
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Bass in coastal rivers aren’t slowed down
nearly as much by summer’s heat as their
cousins in reservoirs.
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Topwaters are the in-baits for summer
bass on two of South Carolina’s finest

blackwater rivers, the VWaccamaw and
Litfle Pee Dee.

s the dog days of August arrive, the
hot, summer sun will continue to
bake the Carolinas and take a toll on
anglers.

But if they're still pumped up about
catching a limit of largemouth bass, they can be
assured that August is a great time to target bass
in the blackwater rivers in the coastal plains of

the two states. Ground zero for the action are the
Waccamaw and Little Pee Dee rivers, where topwa- By Jeff Burleson
ter lures are the weapons of choice.

August 2018 | Carolina Sportsman
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he flatlands are bisected by

blackwater swamps and river

systems with ancient cypress

and tupelo trees on their

banks. The typical blackwater
river is the central run of a much-larger
swamp system with hundreds of acres of
shallow wetlands that can be home to a
rich community of organisms at the bot-
tom end of the food pyramid.

These systems are loaded with every
type of slimy creature that slithers or
hop, and bass make a living off them,
which plays right into fishermen’s wheel-
houses. Plus, the trees dangling on the
river’s banks provide shade that helps
keep the river water manageable and
ideal for feeding bass.

And when summer’s heat and the lack
of rainfall coincide, the water recedes
and every living creature gets confined to
the main channels, where they become
easy pickings for bass and other fish at
the top of the food chain.

Tory McCallum of Dillon, S.C., spends
the spring fishing bass tournaments on
bigger reservoirs, but when June arrives,
he trades his big, fiberglass bass boat for
a creek boat and fishes the Little Pee Dee
River just outside his back door.

“The river fishing starts getting good
in June and will peak during August,” he
said. “The fish get concentrated in the

Small, manuverable vessels are perfect for fish-
ing the banks of blackwater rivers in summer.
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main channel of the river around stumps
and logs in the deep water. But you can
catch them anywhere in the channel this
time of year when the water is low”

Near Dillon, S.C., where the Little
Pee Dee’s headwaters are located, the
actual channel may only be 40 feet wide,
with some tight spots constricted even
further, with blowdowns narrowing
the path even more. As the river moves
south, it widens significantly and picks
up water from other parts of its water-
shed. During the summer, McCallum will
fish both the narrow sections in his small
boat and then the wider sections further
down the watershed in Marion County.

“The fish are eating real well this time of
year in the river. They are eating crawfish
and small fish, but they are eating a lot of
frogs and even a few snakes. We have cleaned
many fish with frogs in their belly; he said.

While these bass can be caught on a
variety of lures, McCallum prefers to fish
topwaters.

“T only bring three types of lures this
time of year...a Whopper Plopper, a buzz
bait, and a Zoom frog,” he said.

Fish in these river systems and adjoin-
ing swamps expect their food to be skim-
ming across the surface, and topwater
lures are ideal to drag a bass from under
a submerged log or treetop, especially in
the narrow sections.

continues on page 46 >

DESTINATION
INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — The
Waccamaw River is acces-

sible between Conway and
Georgetown, S.C, with nearly

a dozen public landings along

its length. The Little Pee Dee is
served by several landings and
road crossings from I-95 to the
Horry County line near Nichols. See
www?2.dnrsc.gov/ManagedlLands/
boatramp/boatrampsearch. Try

the Waccamaw from Conway to
Wacca Wache Marina in Murrells
Inlet, and the Little Pee Dee from its
confluence with the Pee Dee to the
Georgetown County line.

WHEN TO GO — The summer
topwater bite heats up in June and
lasts until the water cools in the fall,
with July, August and September
being peak times.

BEST TECHNIQUES — The most-
productive topwater baits are
Whopper Ploppers, buzzbaits, prop
baits and surface frogs. Fish with a
steady or stop-and-go retrieve. Best
topwater action is early and late.
When the sun gets up, throw top-
waters into shady areas, then turn to
large, soft-plastic baits. Fish 7 to 10
feet deep with dark-colored worms,
fish Texas-rigged or on drop-shot
rigs. Go with medium-heavy action
baitcasting rods and reels spooled
with 30- to 35-pound braid.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES — Todd
Vick, Fishin' Freshwater Charters,
843-333-8200. See also Guides &
Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS — iHamp-
ton Inn, Murrells Inlet, 843-651-
6687; Best Western, Conway,
843-234-1678; Quality Inn, Dillon,
843-774-0222; Myrtle Beach Area
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
www.visitmyrtlebeach.com.

MAPS — Delorme’s S.C. Atlas &
Gazetteer, 207-846-7000, www.
delorme.com; Atlantic Mapping,
www.fishingGPSmaps.com.



GO BIG
with soft plastics

Topwater fishing can be one of
the most fun and easiest ways to
catch bass over the summer, but the
surface bite will surely short-stop an
angler’s time on the water. To keep
fish coming into the boat, you need
to trade in topwater techniques for
a slower strategy: shooting soft plas-
tics into deeper water.

Todd Vick of Fishin’ Freshwater
Charters switches to soft plastics as
soon the topwater bite falters on his
favorite rivers.

Long, snake-like plastic worms can be
deadly on blackwater rivers, where snakes
are areqular part of a bass’s diet.

plastic of choice is a wacky rigged
Fluke or a Senko-style bait, but they
key to his drop-shot technique is in
the movement.

“Don't raise the line up much. Just
make contact with the bottom and
barely move the rod just enough to
make it dance. If the fish are there,
they can't stand it, ' he said. =

Jeff Burleson

“The key to August fishing
in South Carolina is finding
deeper water that these fish
are going to be comfortable
in/"Vicks said.”When it is hot,
we want shade, and fish are
same way. We shoot the
shadows!

Vick pulls out of the shallows
and looks for water in the
shade of shoreline trees, with
depths of at least 10 feet.

“Lizards, snakes and all kinds
of stuff fall into the river
from big, overhanging tree
branches,"he said.”| switch to
a Texas-rigged worm and slow
down my presentation. Just
like my grandfather said, If you
think you are going slow, you
are still going too fast. And
he is right, the slower the pre-
sentation, the better success
during this time of the day”

Vick uses 10-inch or even
larger, mega-sized worms like
the D.O.A. Sna-Koil. The larger,
snake-type plastics can trig-
ger a bite from fish nestled in
deep water, especially when
snakes are routinely part of
their diet in these blackwater
systems.

Beyond large plastics, Vick
will break out a drop-shot rig
and pitch into the bottom of
the holes. His drop-shot rig
consists of a terminal sinker
with a No. 1 wacky hook 18
inches up the line. His soft

GalllusiBefore

over 90 10
choose from
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Ol Man RIVER

the other hand,

guide Todd Vick of
n Fishin’ Freshwater

Charters in

Socastee, S.C., prefers fishing the lower end
of the Waccamaw River, just minutes from
the bustling white sands of Myrtle Beach.

“I know the river well from Conway to
Georgetown, and we catch a ton of fish
this time of year, but there is a key to
making the summertime work for you,”
Vick said. “With it being so hot, you have
to get their early, right when the sun
begins to crack. Fish will eat the best
early in the morning this time of year”

In the lower part of the rivers, fish
have a much larger field of play, with a
much wider and deeper channel. There’s
more water to negotiate, but just like
McCallum, Vick targets bass on topwater
offerings near the bank.

“Ireally beat the bushes hard in shal-
low water looking for big fish early in the
morning,’ Vick said. “T use a stick-propeller
lure, a buzzbait or some type of topwater
frog imitation. Fish are looking to eat early,
and topwater is usually what they want?

continues on page 48 >

For Lodging in Wilmington!

BY CHOICE HOTELS

MainStay Suites:
5229 Market St,
Wilmington, NC 28405
910-392-1741

www.mainstaywilmingtonnc.com

Sleep Inn:
5225 Market St,
Wilmington, NC 28405
910-313.6665

Our 2 award winning properties are located

and minutes from Wrightsville beach,
Carolina beach and Kure beach.

Call For Rates
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in the heart of Wilmington just off the I.-40 overpass

A big swirl from a bass hitting a topwater
bait is the kind of action that brings anglers
to coastal rivers during the summer.

Jeff Burleson
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SHADOW
hunting

The summer heat affects fishing
immensely, and not only the fisherman.
Fish suffer during periods of temperature
extremes, and since they are cold-
blooded, they must seek out places with
cooler water to thrive.

In most aquatic systems, fish will typi-
cally move to deep water, where water
temperatures are several degrees cooler
than at the surface, but those fish living
in river systems with abundant tree cover
along the bank have another option.

Bass are like people. When it's hot, they
will gravitate towards a shade tree to get
out of the blazing sun. Trees towering
along river banks can be excellent places
to target bass over the summer months

Todd Vick of Fishin’ Freshwater Charters
of Socastee, S.C. said shaded banks are
his second stop on an early morning trip
when the sun starts peaking above the
horizon.

"When the sun starts to blare, I will
switch banks and find a shad-

Huge trees that line the banks of black-
water rivers provide a lot of shade and
cooler water where bass are more likely
to be active and feeding.

Jeff Burleson

owed bank to fish. The fish will
usually bite on topwater for
longer in the shade over on the
sunny banks,” said Vick, who
likes to fish the Waccamaw
River between Georgetown
and Conway, S.C,, a section full
of slithering meanders with
ancient trees lining the banks,
making a shady bank almost
always available.

In addition to the Waccamaw,
the Little Pee Dee River pro-
vides a similar trek, with shady
banks available for most of the
day.

While finding shadowed areas
will extend Vick's topwater bite,
eventually, the water heats up
enough to shut it down and
send the fish plunging into
deeper water for the rest of the
day. =

Trying to convince the
boss wasn’t hard after

all it’s a!

crafted for
Fisherman and their families!

MERCURY

*1 On The Water

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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from page 46 >

Vick will target shallow banks up and down the Waccamaw,
banks with a variety of habitat types. One of his favorite places
to throw a topwater lure is around the mouth of a creek or old
rice-field ditch lined with vegetation.

“When it gets hot, the fish will pull out of the small creeks and
be concentrated at the mouth or at the mouth of larger creeks
along a current rip,” he said. “The food source can be coming
out of the creeks, and fish aren’t going to waste energy in the
heavy current. They will sit in the current eddy and ambush
bait as it comes by

The Waccamaw is unlike many blackwater rivers. From the
mouth near Georgetown all the way through Georgetown and

Visible cover along the banks of coastal rivers will hold and
produce plenty of nice largemouth bass.

Horry counties, it is considered tidal upstream of the US 501
bridge in Conway. While fishermen won’t have to deal with a
typical 4-foot tide that saltwater anglers do, a 1- to 3-foot move
can make a major impact on his fishing day.

“One of the perfect conditions for me is to fish a topwater
lures at daylight at the mouth of a creek when the tide is falling.
You will have vegetation on the left and right side. Fish will set
up on that race trying to catch fish coming out of those creeks;’
he said.

Bass are accustomed to water moving throughout the day,
and while the falling tide is obviously preferred, bass can
still fall for the sweet action of topwater lures on rising tides.
Basically, baitfish are moving to places away from the wrath of
bigger creatures that want to convert them into a meal. When
the tide is rising and forcing water back into the swamps or
into one of the creek or ditches, they can also be good ambush
spots for bass. For best results, moving water is key and finding
ambush spots sets the stage for a good topwater bite.

Even though the water temperatures can reach their peaks
from late July through early September, it can be the best time

of the year to bust a heavy
stringer of bass on topwater
lures in one of the gorgeous
blackwater rivers. =

Jeff Burleson is a native of
Lumberton, N.C, who lives in
Myrtle Beach, S.C. He gradu-
ated from N.C. State University
with a degree in fisheries and
wildlife sciences and is a certi-
fied biologist and professional
forester for Southern Palmetto
Environmental Consulting.
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ALL JACKED UP

ack crevalle spawn in the subtropical waters
of the Florida Strait and the Caribbean Sea.
Larvae are carried to South Carolina waters by
the Gulf Stream each spring and summer, and
the fish move to South Carolina only during the
summer when water temperatures are at their
peak. Based on these circumstances, it would
stand to reason that jacks in the 1- to 2-pound
range would be the norm, but for reasons local guides have a
hard time explaining, an 3-pound jack is a small one, and most
of the specimens caught around Charleston Harbor are in the
20-pound range.

“People catch them along the beaches and off the piers during
the summer, but my experience has been seeing them school-
ing and catching them inside Charleston Harbor, said guide
Justin Carter of Redfin Charters. “You see them mostly early
and late in the day when the water is calmer, and they’ll be
busting on the surface.”

Like most anglers, Carter couldn’t explain why the aver-
age jack in the harbor is so big, but he’s not complaining,.
Unless requested by one of his clients, Carter rarely
sets out just to catch jacks; they are usually an
opportunity fish when he sees them schooling
while crossing the harbor.

Not to be confused with

its cousin, the amberjack,
which prefer offshore
waters, jack crevalle prefer
more nearshore and inshore
locations.

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

That’s why he tries to keep a large surface chugger or Super
Spook tied on at least one rod and at the ready. When he spots
surface activity, he’ll come off the throttle before he gets too
close, cast the noisy surface bait past the commotion and start
working it back to the boat. Bites are frequently explosive on
the surface.

“It’s pretty simple really. The fish seem to like fast, moving
water around a point where they can ambush baitfish being
swept along by the current,” he said. “You hardly ever see one
by itself, so if you see one bust, it’s pretty common there’s 10 or
15 in there with him”

Carter said his No. 2 time to encounters jacks is when he’s
free-lining live menhaden, either on flat lines or under a cork,
targeting tarpon or some other surface-feeding fish.

“We catch them from time to time when were anchored up
or on spot lock, and I have baits out the back of the boat in the

current,” he said. )
continued >



FOR THE RECORD

- In 1999, Ron Silverman of Charleston
caught a 39-pound, 5-ounce jack cre-
valle in Charleston Harbor. It is the IGFA
world record for fly rods.

-In 1993, JJ. Benich of Mount Pleasant,
a business professor at the College
of Charleston, caught a 40-pound,
T-ounce jack crevalle that is South
Carolina’s state record.

-In 2010, Carlos Alberto Leal Simoes
caught a 66-pound, 2-ounce jack
crevalle near Angola, Africa, that is the
all-tackle world record. The fish, caught
on a Williamson Jet Popper, broke the
previous record by 8 pounds.

The current world record jack

crevalle is a 66-pounder caught
near Angola, Africa.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Justin Carter.

WHEN TO GO — Jack Crevalle
make their annual appearance
in Charleston Harbor from late
July through early September
— when water temperatures
are at their highest.

HOW TO GET THERE — A
handful of public boat
ramps service the Charleston
Harbor area: Remley’s Point
and Shem Creek in Mount
Pleasant and Wappoo Cut in
West Ashley.

BEST TECHNIQUES — Few
anglers target jack crevalle,
but many will stop and fish for
them when and where they
find them. Jacks congregate
in the back of Charleston
Harbor on incoming tides
and further out, around Castle
Pinckney, on outgoing tides.
Look for surface activity early
and late. Topwater chugging
baits in the 4- to 5-inch range
are a good choice. Make sure
the baits make plenty of noise
to get the fish’s attention.
Jacks can also be targeted
with live bait on free lines or
under corks if it's known the
school is in the area but not
on the surface.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES —
Justin Carter, Redfin Charters,
843-725-8784, www.inshore-
fishingcharters.com; John
Irwin, Fly Right Charters, 843-
860-4231, www.flyrightchar-
ters.com See also Guides &
Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS —
Best Western Patriot’s Point,
Mount Pleasant, 843-971-
7070; Town and Country
Inn & Conference Center,
Charleston, 800-334-6660;
La Quinta Inn & Suites,
Charleston, 843-556-5200.

MAPS — Maps Unique, 910-
458-9923, www.mapsunique.
com; Sealake Fishing Guides,
800-411-0185, www.the-
goodspots.com.
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ALL JACKED UP
continued >

or live-bait fishing, Carter prefers to hook the men-
haden under the anal fin so it's swimming away
from him. He uses 50-pound braid for his main line,
attached to a 15-foot leader of 60-pound mono and a
5/0 hook.

“If I see them working and decide to use live bait, I'll nose-
hook the menhaden, just because I can cast them further that
way, he said. “Otherwise, I find they swim better in the current
if they're hooked near the tail”

Although jacks may not be a desirable fish for the dinner
table, their aggressive nature makes them highly desired by fly
fishermen. Guide John Irwin of Charleston’s Fly Right Charters
said a 10-weight rod, floating line and a 5- to 6-foot section of
straight, 60-pound leader is appropriate for tackling big jacks.

“The fish are aggressive but can be spooky if you run the boat
right up into them,” Irwin said. “It’s best to ease in or get ahead
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A concave head topwater bait, like this Orca popper, makes
enough splash to garner the attention of a school of moving jacks.

of them and let the school come to you.”

Depending on his client’s preference for tackle, he'll tie on
an Ocra 90 popper for 30-pound spinning tackle or a Rainey’s
mini-teaser for fly tackle. The Rainey’s popper is an epoxy cov-
ered, foam bait with a concave head on a 3/0 to 4/0 hook. Irwin
said whether you go with fly
or spinning tackle, you need
to make some noise with the
bait.

“I throw across them, sort
of lead them, but you want to
make some splash; that’s why
Ilike the popper head, move
some water. A walk-the-dog
style bait doesn’t make enough
splash;” he said.

One of the hazards of target-
ing a schooling species is that
when hooked, the fish dives
back into the school, and the
angler’s line is highly suscep-
tible to being cut off by the
razor sharp tail and anal fins
of it’s school mates.

Like Carter, Irwin can’t
explain the discrepancy in the
size of jacks in Charleston area
waters.

“We do catch little ones —

2- or 3-pounders — usually
on live bait, but I think they
all just migrate up during the
summer; he said. “The big
ones we catch, the 20- and
30-pounders, are bruisers.
They've been around the
block. Most of them look old
and beat up.” =
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take striper fishery since the 1980s, and for most of
that time, it has been a prime striped
bass destination. Fishing success moder-
ated for several years, but over the past
several years, the lake has turned back
into a strong fishery.
Justin Whiteside, a striper and catfish
guide, said the period from summer
into the fall can provide exceptional
striper fishing at Wateree. He credits
the revitalization of the fishery to a
larger number of stripers being consis-
tently stocked and a healthy
forge base.
“The lake is full of strivers
again, and Lake Wateree

S outh Carolina’s Lake Wateree has been a put-and-

I_.I
S

has an excellent forage base of both threadfin and gizzard
shad to support these fish,” he said. “The fish are healthy
and grow fast here”
Whiteside said the summer months are very productive;
he employs multiple techniques to catch them.
“Versatility is a key to catching stripers this time
of the year; he said. “Live bait fished vertically on
down rods as well as on no-weight free lines is often
exceptionally good in low-light conditions, but
trolling is often my ‘go-to tactic for much of the
bright, hot days of late-July and August”
Whiteside said the best live baits are gizzard and
threadfin shad that he catches at
Wateree in a cast net.

>

1 WATEREE

Fishery af South Carolina loke

has rebounded, and it's time for
anglers fo fake advantage of the

great fishing — even during
the summer. Here’s how....
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before dawn and throw a %-inch mesh cast

net around grass banks, and any place I spot
pods of baitfish. The size of the bait is crucial, and at this
time of the year, I prefer shad in the 4- to 5-inch range; that’s
why I use a larger mesh on my cast net. By contrast, dur-
ing the winter I prefer small live baits, usually in the 3-inch
class, so I use a smaller mesh net.”

With bait stowed in his aerated bait tank, Whiteside's first
effort is to find forage with stripers marked on the graph. He
said the entire lake can be productive, but he often begins at
mid-lake and works up or down the lake based on baitfish
and fish activity. He keeps one eye peeled for schooling action
or bird activity to clue him to where stripers are located.

“Stripers are easily identified on the graph, so I search for
schools of shad with big fish marked around and under
them, he said. “T'll work the creek mouths, points, humps
and channel ledges early. Early in the morning, forage and
stripers may only be about 10 feet deep, but they both get
progressively deeper as the sun gets higher”

Whiteside uses 7}2-foot striper rods and heavy baitcasting
reels spooled with 17-pound line. He uses 2-ounce sinkers
on his down rods to get his baits to specifics depths under
the boat, and he'll also deploy at least four live baits on free
lines. Two will be directly behind the boat and two will work
off planer boards to get them away from the boat. He'll use
small circle or J-hooks.

The depth of his down lines is determined by the depth fish
are marked on the graph. He will lower the bait to or slightly
above the depth where most of the fish are marked.

“The best bite will vary daily; he said. “Some days, both
down lines and free lines produce about equally, but one
tactic sometimes rules the day. I believe it’s crucial to use
both and let the stripers decide. The water is typically calm
during early mornings, so [ use my electric motor
to pull the baits. That way, when I get on active
fish, I can keep the boat on the fish”

Whiteside will pull his baits at 0.7 to 1.2 miles
per hour, the exact speed determined by
experimentation and success.

‘ ‘ he plentiful forage makes the ideal live bait
when fishing for stripers,” he said. “I get out

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

HOT WATEREE STRIPERS

When he finds a school of stripers, multiple hookups are com-
mon using live bait. When the action slows, he works the same
general area for a while before moving, because stripers are
often still in the area.

Once the sun begins to beat down, the baitfish and stripers
retreat to deeper water — but not really deep.

“By July, we've got a thermocline set up in most of Lake
Wateree, and that’s usually in the 20-foot or slightly deeper
range;” he said. “This keeps the stripers at very fishable depths,
but they often begin to scatter along the ledges and channels
so I've developed my own trolling technique to find and catch
them during mid-day”

Whiteside trolls with umbrella rigs because he likes the idea
of multiple baits in close proximity to trigger reaction strikes.

“Stripers have a ‘wolf pack’ mentality, and umbrella rigs work
great at Wateree,” he said. “T'll vary the type of rigs, but any
standard umbrella rig will work. I typically like a %-ounce main
umbrella rig and use %-ounce jigheads with plastic trailers,
with Little Fishies being one of my favorites.

“The ‘match the hatch’ is important on the trailers, and if
the fish are eating 4- or 5-inch bait, I'll match that size on the
plastic trailers. I'll primarily use chartreuse and white trailers,
but I do mix it up, and blue can be effective, as is the pink and
chartreuse combination. I'll experiment and refine the color
based on fish preferences for the day”

>

Keep a topwater plug or bucktail ready when stripers
school at the surface.



WATCH FOR
SCHOOLING FISH

Chuck Porter of Sumter, S.C, has been fishing Lake
Wateree for 30 years and has seen the striper action ebb
and flow.

“We're definitely on an upswing right now, and despite
the high heat and humidity of August, summer can be
a very good time of the year for schooling action, Porter
said. "It doesn't happen every day, but enough that’s
it pays to be prepared. I've found early and late in the
day are peak times to potentially have stripers herding
shad to the surface and feeding on them. My favorite
time is an overcast morning with a light rain falling. Even
though stripers are surface feeding, the action doesn't
necessarily take place in shallow water”

Porter said stripers will herd shad to the surface and
may be surface feeding over 30 feet or more of water.
But shallow-water lures are still the key to catching
actively schooling fish, and a topwater lure or bucktail
worked just under the surface are excellent choices. He'll
also use a ¥4- to Y2-ounce jigging spoon and let it fall a
bit deeper in hopes of hooking larger fish. The spoon is
also very effective when stripers stop feeding at the sur-
face but are still marked on the graph under the boat.

“They will herd shad onto a point or a shallow hump
surrounded by deeper water," he said."When | see strip-
ers breaking on the surface, I approach them quickly, but
I can usually determine a direction of movement and
will position the boat just ahead of them. | never motor
full speed right on top of the schooling fish. That will
spook and scatter the fish ending the topwater action. I'l
use the electric motor to stay in contact with the school
until they move on.

“On cloudy or drizzling-rain mornings, stripers
often surface again only a few hundred
yards away, and I've been
able stay on schooling
fish all morning. =
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An umbrella rig is a great tactic for striper
trolling, especially when fish are ganged up
around schools of bait and are competitive.

hiteside trolls with lead-core line to get his
baits to depths where stripers will hang out
during the middle of the day.

“It’s a daily pattern to determine the depth
and speed stripers want the lures, so I'll typically troll multiple
rods at different depths,” he said. “T'll also vary the speed, and
when I catch the first striper, I'll tighten up my depth and speed
controls. Usually, within a short time, I'll have a speed and
depth combination that’s consistently productive that day. If
the shad stay in the area, I'll work the same area repeatedly”

Whiteside also uses downriggers to fine-tune his depth con-
trol. With lead-core, deploying a specific length of line with
speed variables, he’s able to get determine productive patterns
by trial and error, but downriggers take pinpoint accuracy to
the next level.

“Using downriggers I get precise depth control and can focus
on the speed factor;,” he said. “The 8-pound ball I use on the
downrigger is picked up by my graph, so I can control the exact
depth and eliminate guesswork. I still troll at different depths
until I find the typically small window where stripers are hold-
ing and can target that exact depth”

Whiteside trolls along well-defined drops and ledges along
the main-river channel and some of the larger creeks, as well as
over humps and points. He works the 12- to 22-foot range but
said the most-productive depths vary based on time of day and
cloud cover.

He said speed control is another major factor for summertime
striper success.

“Speed is a key to triggering a bite; I'll vary the speed on my
trolling from 1.5 miles up to 2.5 miles per hour,” he said. “Some
days when fish are active, the very best bite will be on the fast
end of that scale. And with the schooling tendency of stripers
and their ‘wolf pack’ mentality to gang-attack forage, multiple
hookups are common when trolling — and often, two strip-
ers are hooked on the same umbrella rig. Some days I'll find
stripers in a small, well-defined area, and others, I'll troll long
distances along the channel ledges and pick up occasional fish”

LIVEBAIT SETUP FOR
WATEREE STRIPERS

Down rods
— \>I

Top view - pontoon
boat platform
\r

Trolling motor

S

\S

— Down rods — ’ \

Direction of travel
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Terry Madewell

Whiteside said that have a good lure retriever is very impor-
tant, because hang-ups with umbrella rigs can occur.

“It’s a big investment to troll with multiple umbrella rigs, but a
good lure retriever will save most of them,” he said.

Not every day is a “home run” type of day, but Whiteside often
has days when dozens of stripers are swung into the boat.

“We'll have some exceptional days, of course, when we boat 30
to 40 or more stripers, but its not uncommon to catch 10 to 25
stripers during the day; he said.

The creel limit is very generous on this put-and-take-fishery with
a 10-fish daily limit and no minimum or maximum size limit. =

STRIPER STOCKING AT LAKE WATEREE
UP NEXT >»

S
=~ Planer board free line

== |
\ Free lines pulled

behind boat

/

'y

e ——

Planer board free line Justin Whiteside's standard setup for

pulling live bait. Will adjust number
of down rods or freelines based on
striper bite preference.



2018 GLEARANGE SALE"

Pontoons
¢ 18 Ft. Sweetwater -
60 HP Suzuki, Trailer . $20,495

¢ 20 ft. Sweetwater -
70 HP Suzuki, Trailer . $21,495

¢ 22 ft. Sweetwater -
115 HP, trailer.......... $25,995

e South Bay Pontoons -
AsLowAs .............. $23,995

Hurricane
* 188 Hurricane -
115 Suzuki, trailer..... $27,495

Special Financing, All Boats
Water Tested with customers,
extended motor warranties available

Gall us BEFORE
you buy!
WE WILL
SAVE YOU $$$
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HOT WATEREE STRIPERS
>

STRIPER STOCKING AT
LAKE WATEREE

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources has stocked stripers
in Lake Wateree since the 1980s, and fisheries biologist Robert
Stroud has worked the lake since striper stockings began. Stroud
said the goal of the striper program was to create a solid, renew-
able striper fishery.

"At Lake Wateree, we're not trying to create a situation for trophy
stripers, just a good put-and-take fishery for anglers we could
maintain with annual stockings,” he said."We've settled in on
what seems to keep the fishery thriving!

Stroud said the stocking rates since 2014 has been a key to the
current upsurge in striper fishing at the lake.

Stroud said that from 2011 through 2013, considerably fewer
stripers were stocked in Wateree: 165,127 in 2011, 153,558 in
2012 and 192,442 in 2013. Before 2011, annual stockings were
consistently between 240,000 and 250,000. In 2014, the stocking
rates increased dramatically.

“In 2014, we had a great year at the hatchery, and we stocked
500,492 fingerlings into the lake, Stroud said.”That'’s a rate of
36.1 stripers per acre, and that's an awesome stocking rate. That's
what jump-started the excellent fishing striper anglers are now
experiencing. In 2015, we stocked nearly 295,000, a rate of 21.3
stripers per surface acre, and in 2016 we stocked a little over
297,000, a 21.4 per acre rate.

LARGEST

INVENTORY

Carolinas!

The resurgence of striper fishing at Lake Wateree,
credited largely to higher stocking rates, has turned
the lake back into a prime striper destination.

Terry Madewell

‘Our plans for 2017 were for 300,000 of what we call advanced
fingerlings; stripers in the 3- to 5-inch size class that we hope will
have better survival than the
much smaller fry stocked in
the past. The actual stocking
was even better with 320,910
stripers for a 23.15 per acre
rate’

Stroud said the final numbers
were not available for the
2018 stocking although the
fish had been placed in the
lake in the spring, but stocking
data had not been completely
processed. But the request
was again for 300,000 stripers.

“We've refined our thinking
from the past when we were
requesting about 260,000
stripers per year, and (we)
believe this increased stocking
rate will maintain a quality
fishery without depleting the

In The

Lv

L/l

forage in the lake, he said.
“This allows us to achieve the

888-503-8900

604 Corporate Dr. Goldshoro, NC

goal of providing a quality
striper fishery without nega-
tive impacts to other species
utilizing the same forage
base!s

Check out all our inventory at
www.PerformanceEast.com
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DESTINATION INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — Lake Wateree is in Kershaw, Fairfield
and Lancaster counties east of I-77. Access from the south is via
SC 97 to the east side of the lake. From |-77, take SSR 41 at Exit 41
to SSR 101 (River Road). From Camden, take US 521 to SSR 97. For
a list public boat ramps, visit www2.dnrsc.gov/ManagedLands/
BoatRamp/BoatRampSelected/1238232

WHEN TO GO — Striper fishing is good most of the year, and
late July and August can produce limit catches using live bait,
trolling or following schooling fish. Low-light situations are typi-
cally best for shallow water or schooling action, but with the
right gear stripers can be taken in deeper water all day.

BEST TECHNIQUES — Success varies daily, but using live shad
fished on down lines or free
lines is an excellent choice

resrcansonaes — MEW INIODELS FOR 2018 FROM SEA HUNT!

place. Deep-water trolling
using downriggers can be
extremely effective during the
mid-day hours.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES —
Justin Whiteside, 803-417-0070;
Jamie K's Outdoors, Fort Lawn,
803-872-7020. See also Guides
& Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS —
Kershaw County Chamber
of Commerce, Camden, 800-
968-4037; Quality Inn, Lugoff,
803-438-941, Travel Inn,
Lugoff, 803-438-4961; Lake
Wateree State Park (camping),
803-482-6401.

SANFORD, NG

MAPS — Kingfisher Maps,
800-326-0257, www .kfmaps.
com; DelLorme’s S.C. Atlas &
Gazetteer, 800-561-5105, www.
delorme.com; Duke Energy,
www.duke-energy.com.

Terry Madewell of
Ridgeway, S.C, has been an
outdoors writer for more than
30 years. He has a degree

in wildlife and fisheries
management and has a

long career as a professional Follow Us
wildlife biologist/natural @@: 1 5 ﬂ%@]
resources manager.

Wwwichatieehoats!icom

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Sea Hunt
Ultra 255

Sea Hunt
BX 25 FS

& YAMAHA
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SOUND
& SEA

Brian Cope

Circle hooks, without an offset will typically
hook a gamefish in the corner of its mouth,
no matter how far down it takes a bait.

OFFSET, OFF CENTER

WHEN YOU'RE PLANNING TO RELEASE FISH, GO
WITH A STRAIGHT CIRCLE HOOK, NOT AN OFFSET

ircle hooks have long been

known, thanks to their design,

to hook most fish in the corner

of the mouth, and I've been
using them for about 10 years while
chasing inshore fish. But this year, for
the first time, I gut-hooked a pretty good
number of redfish and speckled trout
while using circle hooks.

On one trip, I caught about a dozen red-
fish, and had I cut the line twice because
the hook was too deep to remove with-
out harming the fish. My friend caught
as many fish as I did, and all his fish
were hooked in the corner of the mouth,
just as circle hooks are supposed to do.

I couldn’t recall him ever gut-hooking a
fish, so I asked him about it.

“Iuse a Mustad Demon Perfect Circle in
3/0; he said. “That’s what I've found that
works best for me. All circle hooks aren’t
created equal”

Before our next trip, I pickled up a bag
of his preferred hooks. On the incoming
tide in our favorite Lowcountry creek,
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Brian Cope

the waves from the open ocean breach
one bank, pushing baitfish into the
spartina grass on the opposite bank.
Redfish stack up here, and we drift down
the grass line in kayaks with our rods in
rod holders. It’s the perfect scenario for
circle hooks, which allow fish to hook
themselves, giving us time to focus on
paddling until we have no choice but to
pick up the rod.

It’s about a 30-yard drift, and the action
is fast and hot for about 45 minutes. By
then, the tide is high, the creek is leveled
out, and the fish break up and scatter, so
time is critical.

So I'was glad I had an extra rod after
catching my third fish, which was sur-
prisingly gut-hooked. Still, my friend
had time to cut in front of me and land
abonus fish before I was back drifting
down the line.

Several fish later, I gut hooked an over-
the-slot fish, cut the line, and released
the fish. As I re-tied, I wondered why I
was still gut-hooking fish.

MUSTAD

JUST A LITTLE DIFFERENT:
Offset circle hooks have a slight “twist” to their
shafts that aligns the point just slightly off-center,
a condition that makes for a better hookset per-
cenfage, but the potential for more deep-hooking
of gomefish.

Once the bite shut down, my friend and
I compared notes. He pointed out a small
detail that made a huge difference. I'd
purchased 3/0 Mustad Demon Perfect
Circle Offset hooks. His were 3/0 Mustad
Demon Perfect Circle hooks. No offset.

“Noooo, not the offset ones,” he said,
comparing our hooks, showing that
although the point on mine was curved
back toward the hook shaft, it wasn't
pointing at the shaft in a straight line.

The extended path of my hook’s point
ran to the side of the shaft, showing they
would never touch. But the same imagi-
nary extended path on his hit the shaft of
his hook.

Then, he held my line a foot above the
hook and pulled the hook against the
palm of his other hand. When the hook



point contacted his skin, it
would catch slightly. Doing
the same trick with his hook,
the hook point never had a
chance to catch.

“That’s what happens when
that offset hook is pulling out
of the fish’s throat. The true
circle hook glides all the way
out until it gets hooked in
the corner of the mouth. The
offset circle sometimes snags
deeper down,” he said.

WHY OFFSET
CIRCLE HOOKS?

So why do manufacturers
even make offset circle hooks?
Further research showed me
it’s for a few reasons. One, it’s
easier to hook large live or cut
baits onto offset hooks. Two,
the hookup ratio is slightly
higher than with true circle
hooks. And three, they allow
anglers more options to fol-
low the regulations set by
some states and tournaments
that require circle hooks for
certain species. However,
many of those requirements
are now specifying that offset
circle hooks are banned.

So if you're fishing for din-
ner and occasionally gut-
hooking a fish that’s going
in the cooler isn’t a big deal,
offset circle hooks are a good
option. They still get the
corner of the mouth more
often than J-hooks and have
a higher hookup ration than
true circle hooks. But for
catch-and-release fishing, and
when fishing for species with
slot limits and low creel limits,
stick with true circle hooks
to make your life — and the
fishes’ lives — easier. =

Custom Built Quality
Outdoor BBQ Products Since 1989

Pig Cookers, Patio Grills,
Smokers
Customized BBQ Trailers

For More Info 1-252-236-4464

www.BQGRILLS.com
6043 Hwy 301N, EIm City, NC

Brian Cope of Edisto Island,

S.C, is aretired Air Force combat
communications technician.

He has been writing about the
outdoors since 2006. He's spent
halfhis life hunting and fishing.
The rest, he said, has been wasted.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Ride The Wave This Summer
Pure Bay Hybrid
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LUNKER
LINES

David Fritts

AUGUST DOESN’'T
MEAN NO ACTION

LEAVE THE DEEP VWATER BEHIND AND HEAD UPRIVER
OR INTO THE BACKS OF CREEKS FOR BASS

‘m not going to kid you; August is
a tough month to fish, just about
the toughest of the year if youre a
bass fisherman, but youve got to
fish tough.
It will be tough to fish on a lot of our
bigger reservoirs in the Carolinas.
Bass will be either extremely deep
or extremely shallow, depending on
water conditions. If we've had a lot of
rain, they’ll be deep, because there will
be plenty of oxygen down there. If we
haven’'t had much rain, they’ll move up
looking for the water that has oxygen —
but it will still be hard to get them to bite.
I have caught them as shallow as 10
or 12 feet and as deep as 30 or 40 feet,
depending on where I'm fishing and
the water conditions. On a lake like
Tuckertown, where the water is moving
all the time, you might catch fish 10 or
12 or 14 feet deep, out on structure. At
Kerr or Gaston, where they don’t run the
water much, they might be 30 feet deep.
Probably, your best choice is going to be
going up in the river section of a lake, or
back in the bigger creeks, looking to try
and catch fish that live there all the time.
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You can fish more reasonable depths and
baits and have a better chance to catch
active fish. I remember fishing on Lake
Anna in Virginia one time in August,
catching nothing, then I went all the way
to the back of this one creek and almost
won the tournament, because I found
some current and some active fish.

So if you want to make fishing easier, go
up in the creeks or up in the river.

Here's what you're looking for: current.
Water flow makes all the difference,
because where the water is moving, fish
are just more active. Usually, you won't
be able to find a whole lot of current, but

look for it. You want to figure out, where is

the current hitting? Is there more current
in a place that a creek or the river turns?

SPILLWAY GOODIES

One place that’s always good to take
alook at is the spillway below a dam
at the headwaters of a river that feeds
alake. Spillways are great choices in
August, because you've usually got a lot
of current up there, from the water being
released through the dam into the river.
The fish will be more active, but the key

Moving water allows bass to live in
more shallow water and feed more
actively in the dead of summer, so
leaving the main body of a lake and
heading upriver is a great idea.

will be finding the one rock that holds all
the fish. I don’t know why, but they will
really get on places that aren’t much big-
ger than your tow vehicle. When you find
‘em, you can really catch ‘em.

In a spillway, you want to be looking
for those current breaks. It might be one
big boulder in the middle of the river, a
hundred yards below the dam; it can be
anything that breaks the current that a
bass can hide behind, because they can’t
live out in that current for any length of
time; it’s so strong. You are looking for
places where a bass can move 2 feet and
be out in the current to feed, then move
back 2 feet and be out ofit.

Now, how to catch them. You need to
fish a bait you can cover a lot of water
with, because you'e searching so much,
and because up in the river or in the back
of a creek, bass really like moving baits.

I will have a handful of crankbaits tied
on, Berkley Dredgers and Diggers, baits
with a wider action. I'm going to be look-
ing for fish between 5 and 12 feet deep.

If you're up in a river where you have 20
feet of water, you might catch them in 14,
but you'e not fishing the great depths



you will down in the lake. You can catch
alot of fish in the spillway below a dam
on a crankbait.

I'll probably have a Dredger 14.5 tied
on, because that bait is very effective
between 8 and 12 feet deep. I'll also tie
on a Digger 8.5 or 10.5. I like those baits
better fishing in the back of a creek.
Sometimes, the fish want a bait with a
little more of a tight wobble — which is
the opposite of what youd think — and
the Digger fits that description. As far as
colors, darker colors do much better in
August. Your browns, chartreuses and
gold, those are great colors in August.

I'm going to fish them on a Lew’s David
Fritts Perfect Crankbait rod, either 7-foot
or 7-foot-6. If 'm throwing to targets
on the bank, I'll probably be fishing the
7-footer. I'll be using a Lew’s BB-1 reel
with a 5-to-1 retrieve ratio; you get 21
inches back with each turn of the reel.
Like I do when I'm fishing deep in a lake,
I'm still going to be fishing 10-pound line,
Berkley Sensation. Your baits are just so
much more active on 10-pound line than
heavier line.

So, if youre going to be on the water in
August, already fighting the heat, you

RELAXATION ROCK:

In the fast water below a spillway or dam, finding current breaks are a key to catching bass, because fish can’t
live in the current for more than a few minutes at a time. If you can find a rock pile or boulder that deflects the

current, you might load your boat in a hurry.

don’t have to fight the extremely depths
to catch fish. Go up in the river or in the
creeks and find some moving water and
catch some fish. And remember, fall is
just over the horizon. =

David Fritts is a 67-year-old pro bass
fisherman from Lexington, N.C. He won the
1993 Bassmasters Classic champion and the
1997 FLW Tour Championship, and he was the
1994 BASS Angler of the Year. He is sponsored
by Ranger boats, Evinrude outboards, Lew’s,
Minnkota,and Berkley.
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GREENER
PASTURES

Jeff Burleson

KEEP IT SIMPLE
FOOD-PLOT STRATEGY

NORTH CAROLNA HUNTER/LANDOVVNER HAS GREAT PLAN

ood-plot productivity and suc-

cess is mostly a factor of pure

science. Growing a hearty food

plot is a product of complex
chemical reactions through a laundry list
of catalysts required to make the engine
roar. While growers can plan everything
out down to the number of seeds and the
pounds of fertilizer, Mother Nature is still
in the driver’s seat.

But it sure doesn’t mean that growers
can't learn from years of trials to produce
the best possible outcomes on their land.
One grower with many years of success-
ful food plots is Rich Roberts of Stokes
County, N.C.

For more than 25 years, Roberts has
turned a plow on his hunting proper-
ties to produce high-quality forage for
his deer. While he isn't trying to grow
enough food to feed a village, he is surely
providing beneficial nutrition for his
deer herd — and also give him a decent
spot to sit when archery season arrives.

“In the early 90s, I began thinking
about plots and how they might help my
chances of harvesting a good deer. But
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my direction has changed somewhat
over the years to provide good to the
herd in general,” Roberts said. “It’s a sat-
isfying feeling to be able to watch a par-
ticular deer grow old in an area, knowing
your efforts made that possible”

Through years of trials and loads
of sweat and diesel fuel, Roberts has
learned alot that can save others time
and money.

“You don't have to own hundreds of
acres to plant plots,” he said. “Even
though you may not hold deer all year
long, you can make a difference with a
half-acre plot to increase your sightings
and possibly your harvest opportunities.”

For more than two decades, Roberts has
experimented with dozens of methods
and food-plot strategies to feed his deer.
After treading through his share of plot
failures and successes, he has honed in
on a preferred process that routinely pro-
duces good results on his properties.

“Bottom line, don’t get too fancy; we
aren't trying to raise a crop to feed the
kids,” he said. “Alfalfa and soybeans are
supreme deer foods, but there are rea-

Do food-plot prep: lime and fertilize.
Then get your seeds in the ground and
pray for rain. You could hit the jackpot.

Donna Brookshire

sons not to go with either. Alfalfa is too
much trouble, and soybeans will not last
long enough to feed the deer for along
duration”

Roberts keeps it simple; he generally
prefers pure stands of Plot Spike forage-
style oats or he will plant Forage Feast, a
mixture of forage-style oats, clovers and
broadleaf greens. He begins cutting in
100 pounds of lime per acre in June, fol-
lowed by a quick mow in July with a gen-
erous treatment of glyphosate afterwards
to begin with a relatively weed-free plot.
Fortunately, most of the problematic
grasses and weeds invade in spring, but
a summer herbicide treatment before
planting can always reduce competition
and prevent crop failures.

Planting season for Roberts is generally
around early August when adequate rain-
fall is in the forecast. He will till the plot
and sew seed selections at 50 pounds per
acre of forage oats or Forage Feast. And a
shallow planting depth is at the top of his
list of critical aspects to control.

“With the exception of my clover plant-
ings, I sew all my seeds no more than



Ys-inch deep and pack in the entire plot for
a firm seedbed. I don't cover clover seed.
just pack it in and fertilize it.” he said.

At planting, Roberts spreads 200
pounds per acre of 10-10-10 fertilizer
and prays for rain to kick-start his food
plot program into gear. This is where
many food-plot growers end fertilization.
Roberts will take it one step further, two
weeks after planting when the plants are
several inches high. He will sweeten the
pot with an additional nutrient boost of
17-17-17 fertilizer at a rate of 40 pounds
per acre.

“I have used this system for many years,
and as long as I get good rainfall, it will
produce a strong plot by opening day.

It’s put a few early season Pope & Young
deer on the ground,” he said. =

Jeff Burleson is a native
of Lumberton, N.C, who
lives in Myrtle Beach,

$.C. He graduated from
N.C. State University and
is a certified biologist

and professional forester
for Southern Palmetto
Environmental Consulting.

continues on page 66

IN-SEASON
MOWING? YES!

Deer are suckers for lush food plots,
especially oats and clovers, but these
choice forages don't grow well without
a little tender loving care on into the
season. Few food-plot varieties can be
labeled as plant-it-and-forget-it seeds.
Stands of oats and clover can be strate-
gically mowed to reduce competition
and encourage vigorous growth.

North Carolina hunter/landowner
Rich Roberts closely monitor growth
throughout the season and mows his
clover and oat plots when they need it.

"With clover and oats, you need to
attack the weeds to keep them as pure
as possible. | like to mow the plots to
keep them going,” he said.

Additionally, oats are the most preferred
by deer when they are young and ten-
der. Mowing will encourage new sprouts.

“With clover, | mow it down to just
above leaf height to allow the clover
to take over and shade out the weedy
growth. And with oats, | will mow the
stalks down to 10 inches when they are
18 inches or more in height. It forces the
oats to grow new tender shoots that
deer love! he said.

Mowing food plots during hunting season
will do a lot to encourage futher growth
of the forage, as well as providing tender
shoots for deer to eat.

Jeff Burleson

¢ Real Estate Developments
e Residential Lot Clearing

e Shooting and Fire Lanes

® Trail Building

¢ \Vildlife Habitat Restoration
e Forestry Site Prep
e Utility Right-of-Way Clearing
¢ Pond Construction

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

FOR ALL YOUR BRUSH SHREDDING NEEDS

CALL US TODAY!

Bulldozer ® Mulching ® Trackhoe Work

043-230-8222

Brannon Turbeville - Owner
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" SPORTSMAN

BAG-A-BUCK
CONTEST

Take a photo of yourself with a deer you kill during the
2018-19 season, upload the photo to the Bag-a-Buck
contest forum on www.CarolinaSportsman.com, and write a
short account of your hunt, induding the date of the hunt,
countyof the kill, your name and hometown.

The grand prize winner, announced in March, will receive a
prize-package including a two-day deer/hog combination
hunt for two people at Cherokee Run Hunting Lodge in
Chesterfield County, S.C., a S50 gift certificate to the online
Sportsman’s Store and a free, three-year subscription fo
Carolina Sportsman.

For more information and to register, visit us online:

www.CarolinaSPORTSIMAN.com /bagabuck
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GREENER
PASTURES

continued

Jeff Burleson

WHITETAIL “ICE CREAM’

Every living thing likes ice cream, even deer! Growing “ice
cream”for wildlife may sound a little far-fetched and impossible,
but it's not impossible, because Dwarf Essix rape is just like ice
cream to deer.

North Carolina landowner Rich Roberts always devotes a small
section of many of his food plots to Dwarf Essix rape.

“Rape is sought-after from the time it pops out of the ground to
the time the sugar comes to it when it turns purple,'Roberts said.
“The deer love it!"

Dwarf Essix rape may sound familiar, because it is the same rape
people routinely eat with their cornbread and country ham. The
seed is very small, and a little goes a long way.

- Membership Available -

Duck Hunting at #pineyislandduckclub
www.pineyislandclub.com
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SMALL CRAFT
ADVISORY

Phillip Gentry

nce upon a time, burly men

in large, powerful boats set

out to see to do battle with

large sea creatures: marlin,
swordfish, sharks and the occasional
Kraken. Nowadays, much of the macho
bravado has passed, but anglers still
appreciate the challenges of facing
larger-than-normal fish from a smaller-
than-normal boat.

During August, nothing fits the bill
better than the challenge of fishing for
coastal sharks, tarpon, cobia or even
large rays from a kayak. While targeting
sharks and tarpon from a plastic boat
frequently garners media attention
because of the hype, like any other type
of fishing, once you know the ropes and
have a system in place, kayak fishing for
larger coastal species is just as easy or
easier than fishing from a power boat.

Admittedly, one of the drawbacks when
kayak fishing is that the angler may have
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The author snapped this cell-phone photo
of a 7%;-foot blacktip shark he caught —
his personal best from a kayak.

NEED A BIGGER
BOAT? NAH,
NOT THIS TIME

KAYAK-BOUND ANGLERS CAN WWRESTLE
PLENTY OF BIG, SUMMER FISH

to provide more planning in the area

of entry and egress when it comes to
accessing the best spots. Where condi-
tions permit, launching your kayak from
shore or from the beach beats trying to
put in with everyone else at the public
boat ramp and paddle all the way to the
fishing grounds.

Once on the water, fishing for big
pelagic species from a plastic boat is no
different than fishing from any other type
of boat except for the limited amount
of storage available for gear and tackle.
A beginner may opt for 40-pound class
tackle and increase tackle and fish size
as experience and budget dictate.

Most kayak fishing for sharks, tarpon,
rays and large red or black drum will
involve site-specific locations rather
than sight-fishing while traversing open
water. Plan accordingly. If youre going to
anchor out and soak live or dead baits,
you need to make room to store suffi-

Phillip Gentry

cient anchor line, anchors and a marking
ball, as well as some way to keep and
store bait, in additional to a readily avail-
able supply of fishing tackle.

Speaking of bait, throwing a cast net
after you've launched is not out of the
question, certainly better than taking it
with you. Fortunately, the ocean can pro-
vide all the bait you need simply by tak-
ing along a couple of 10-pound class “bait
rods” and some frozen shrimp or squid.

Spend a couple of hours before the
intended big-fish trip catching spot,
croaker, rays, ladyfish, blues or any other
fish that can be recycled into cut bait.
Depending on where you'll be anchoring,

Phillip Gentry of Simpsonville, S.C., is host
of “Upstate Outdoors,” a weekly radio show
that can be heard on Saturdays at noon on
WORD 106.3 FM.




many times you can while away the time waiting on a big-fish
bite by catching bait directly under the boat.

Tackle for most large, coastal fish fits in the 50- to 80-pound
line-class range. Both spinning and baitcasting gear are viable
options, though higher capacity is better when the fish make
an initial long run before you can cut loose and give chase. For
fish with teeth, a 6- to 8-foot length of at least 80-pound wire is
recommended, while tarpon, rays and drum will allow you to
use 50- to 80-pound monofilament leader. Finally, don’t forget
wide-gap, 8/0 to 12/0, extra-strong circle hooks. =

AUGUST’S BEST BETS

NORTH CAROLINA

WHAT — Tarpon

WHERE — Pamlico River, from Blount’s Bay to the mouth of the
river, and the mouths of tributaries out to the Pamlico Sound.
Look for pinch points around sandbars and shoals out of boat
traffic.

HOW — Anchor up and soak live, blue crabs.

LAUNCH -— Haven's Garden, Blount's Creek, Aurora, Wright's
Creek and Swanquarter.

INSIDERTIP — The saltwater/freshwater line is not a hard edge
In fact, sometimes the salt will run under the fresh for several
miles. Blue crabs will congregate around the line, and where there
is an abundance of blue crabs in August, there will be tarpon.

SOUTH CAROLINA

WHAT — Sharks, tarpon.

WHERE — Port Royal Sound and its tributaries.

HOW — Anchored out, fishing live and cut bait.

LAUNCH — www.bcgov.net/departments/Engineering-and-
Infrastructure/public-works/BoatLandings.php

INSIDER TIP — Sharks and tarpon have been in this area since
late May/early June and have spread out into a myriad of tribu-
taries that feed into Port Royal Sound. Don't think these fish will
be found only in open-water areas. Plenty of fish are caught in
waters less than 10 feet deep and out of heavy boat-traffic areas.

continues on page 70
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Ocean Tackle
INTERNATION AL

A PERSONAL BEST

Fishing for sharks from a kayak gets a lot of attention when it
comes up in casual conversation. In reality, sharks up to 8 feet
long are a blast to catch in a Tupperware boat, and it's much safer
than folks would have you believe. In fact, | find it easier to let a
big shark pull the boat around ‘til it tires out, because then it's right
there at arm's length to unhook or dehook rather than leaning out
over the side of a power boat.

While shooting some video for a segment that was posted to
www.carolinasportsman.com, my buddy, Brad Knight, and | set
out to provide some tips for anglers wanting to give kayak shark-
fishing a try. During the three days of filming, I happened to
catch my personal-best shark from my Hobie Pro Angler 14.The
unfortunate part is that | was doing most of the filming for the
video segment, and after an hour or so of being towed around
by this 7'4-foot blacktip — | suspect she was pregnant at the
time — no one was around to film the catch except me.

Size and weight are a judgement call when kayak-fishing
because | physically could not pull a tape on the fish by myself.
| probably still have the marks where | hastily made a cut mark
with my bait knife on the gunwale where her head and tail met
the side of the boat and pulled the tape later.

| did manage to record some shaky cell-phone video of the fish
coming to the boat when the fight was winding down, as well
as snap a few shots with my Nikon. If you'd like to see the video,
which includes my personal best kayak shark and a tail-hooked
spinner shark that took me forever to land, you can check it out
at www.carolinasportsman.com/details.php?id=5210.

PADDLECART.COM

The Ultimate Kayak & Canoe Cart!

Manufactured in SC!

Makes A Great Gift For All Paddlers!

Steel Axle
—Simple In Design,Yet Elegant In Functionality

e EASY TO LOAD
e EASY TO STOW

L,

Clover
Enterprises, Inc €03

290 Thorpe Rd, Summerville, SC 843.851.0045
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SMALL CRAFT
ADVISORY

confinued

THE CHUM BUDDY

Kayakers often overlook the possibility of
using a chum slick to draw large pelagic fish
like sharks, tarpon and cobia to their baits.
Frequently, chum bags are tied off to the boat,
but the real concern exists of tying a chum
bag directly to the kayak, as large sharks are
known to come straight to the chum’s source.
Chumming is a successful method of
attracting fish from distances, helping to
increase your fishing success. Plenty of fisher-
men use more than one Chum Buddy to
boost the scope of their chum slick, magne-
tizing nearby fish.
With the Chum Buddy, kayakers can enhance
their fishing experience while getting efficient
use out of their chumming bait. The Chum
Buddy will produce an effective slick. It allows
for the perfect amount of chum to be released into the current.
The Chum Buddy allows you to put fresh, frozen or live bait
inside the self-contained tube. As you chop your bait, the Chum
Buddy keeps the mess of blood and guts outside your boat. The
Chum Buddy system creates an instant slick that will attract a
variety of fish.
Clean-upis also easy with The Chum Buddy. Simply empty any
remaining chum from the tube, drain it and store it in your bait

tank until you reach your next spot. The Chum Buddy’s inter-
nal unique blade system can help reduce the risk of an injury
by keeping everyone on board safe, including the captain, crew
and your family.

MSRP is $59.99 at Bass Pro and Academy. More info at
thechumbuddy.com

70

POLYFORM POLY BALL

When anchoring a kayak in strong current,
such as around inlets, sandbars or in strong
tides, it's best to have a floating interme-

diary device between your plastic boat
and anchor. This allows the tension
to pull horizontally against the boat
rather than vertically, a serious
situation in heavy current that
could lead to the boat capsiz-
ing. Tethering to this interme-
diary device also allows you
to quickly slip your anchor
without losing your spot.
The A Series Poly Ball
from Polyform is an all-
purpose buoy great for
use as a dock bumper,
anchor-release float, har-
poon rigging and others.
These commercial-style,
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super durable and strong poly balls with the signature “blue
rope-hold”have proven themselves in the most-adverse con-
ditions.

Poly Balls feature even wall thickness for maximum strength
and durability. Polyform'’s unique vinyl-valve system is simple
to fill. This product is made in the USA by Polyform US LTD.

The ball comes in only one color — high-visibility red —
which makes it easier to find when returning to your anchor
spot as well as making it easier for passing boaters to see in
open waters.

The A Series Poly Ball is available in two sizes: A1 & A2. See
the chart for specifications.

A-1 A-2
Size 11x15" 14.5x19.5"
Circumference 346" 456"
Volume 3.5 gallon 8.2 gallon
Eye Diameter 1" 1.125"

MSRP is $39.99. More info at fishermansheadquarters.
com
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COOKING ON
THE WILD SIDE

Jerry Dilsaver

CHEEKY
GROUPER
KABOBS

ugust may be hot, but there is plenty happening for sports-
men in the Carolinas. Saltwater fishing has been good all

summer, and some freshwater species are beginning to
become active again. Deer hunters in parts of South Carolina get a
head start in mid-August, and a lot of migratory bird seasons open
Sept. 1.

August is also the first month that shows a break in the hot weather.
At some point, a couple of days will show up with cool mornings and
evenings. They will be easily noticed, and it's the first sign that sum-
mer will soon begin to wear down.

This is an excellent time to enjoy your evening meal on the deck or
patio with family and friends, and there are lots of options of what
to serve. You could get rid of the last of last season’s venison to make
room for this year’s, and you can cook fish to produce freezer space
for the upcoming fall catch. But it is also a time when several favorite
offshore fish move closer to shore, so the fish will be fresh.

Grouper are one such fish. They're feeding heavily to gain weight and
store reserves for the winter, and fishermen sometimes find gag grou-
per in only 50 to 60 feet of water. It's time to put some tasty fillets in the
freezer before interests turn to hunting, and no one will refuse a quick
meal or two of fresh grouper.

An often-overlooked part of a grouper is its cheeks, oval pieces of
meat that, while not quite as flaky as a flank fillet, are special in its
own right. In larger grouper, this is a surprisingly large piece of meat,
and it only takes a few to have a pound of boneless, prime meat.

Grouper cheeks are often described as being the texture of and
tasting like scallops. That's not what | think when | eat them, but |
haven't found a better description. They're excellent baked, broiled,
fried, grilled and any other way they can be prepared.

So when a couple of big grouper come across your cutting board,
don't just take out the flaky fillets. Do yourself a favor and take time
to use a sharp fillet knife and scoop out the cheeks. They're tasty pre-
pared in any way, and this recipe is easy and fun. =
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The author cuts up grouper
cheeks, pieces of prime
meat that can make a meal.

Jerry Dilsaver



CHEEKY GROUPER KABOBS

Just about everyone who likes fish, likes grou-
per. Their mild-flavored fillets can be prepared
a number of ways, and all are excellent. This
recipe uses grouper cheeks, which are pieces of
meat that are in cavities in the skull below the
eyes and above the mouth.

Most fish have cheeks, but not all are worth
the effort to remove. Grouper cheeks are larger
and always worth the effort to remove. Many
folks, myself included, consider them a delicacy.
The cheeks from a half-dozen grouper are a
meal in themselves, and this is a tasty way to
prepare them and an attractive presentation to
serve them.

This recipe has stayed much the same for the
years | have been preparing it. One change
that makes it easier is that Kikkoman now has a
Teriyaki Baste and Glaze that includes pineapple
juice and honey. For years, | mixed this and
never had exact proportions but did it to taste.
You can still do this and use fresh pineapple
juice for a little more tart edge to its flavor or
sweetened pineapple juice for a sweeter flavor.
Pineapple is the same. Pineapple chunks from a
can labeled sweetened are sweeter, and sweet
or slightly tart are a personal preference.

I have a Tupperware basting tray that is old
enough to be an antique but is just right for
marinating grouper cheeks. It has raised sec-
tions on the bottom and in the lid so the meat
doesn't sit flat on the bottom. Every 20 to 30
minutes, | flip it over and let the marinade work
its way back over and around the meat.

| use black pepper and Cavender’s All Purpose
Greek Seasoning on the vegetables, and | use
them to taste. They aren’t marinated so they

PREPARATION:

will stay a little crisp. Cavender’s is more of a salt
mixture, and | believe a little goes a long way.

If you're not used to it, use it sparingly. You can
add more at the table.

l'use a regular green bell pepper because |
can't find it in miniature. Baby bells are more
tender and milder in flavor and come red,
orange and yellow, which add color and festiv-
ity to the meal. You can use only the baby bells
if you like.

Add the ingredients to the skewers in any
order you like. One suggestion: if you like your
fish cooked well-done, be sure and put a pine-
apple chunk on each side of the fish. This will
help prevent it from drying out.

Remember that cooking time varies from
grill to grill. I set my grill on medium for this
recipe. Watch the edges of the cheeks and the
vegetables, and don't allow them to burn. The
occasional crusting is fine, but heat that is too
high will burn the edges.

The skewers will get hot and be difficult to
hold when you turn them. Gloves don't help
much, so | keep a bowl of water nearby and dip
my fingers to keep them cool. It is well worth
the effort, and
I'm sure you will
enjoy this unique
part of the fish.

Do yourself a
favor and give
grouper cheek
kabobs a try.
Enjoy! =

Cut grouper cheeks into approximately 2-inch pieces. Lay in
marinating tray and add Kikkoman Teriyaki Baste and Glaze. Mari-

nate at least an hour while slicing vegetables and doing other

Jerry Dilsaver

INGREDIENTS:

1 pound grouper cheeks
1 green bell pepper

1 package of baby bell peppers,
assorted colors

1 medium sweet onion

1 medium can or produce pack
of pineapple chunks

1 package cherry tomatoes
1 package whole mushrooms

1 bottle Kikkoman Teriyaki
Baste & Glaze
Black pepper

Cavender’s All Purpose Greek
Seasoning

Chunks of pineapple, cherry tomatos,
bell peppers and mushrooms join
skewered grouper cheeks on the grill.

preparations. Turn several times. Soak wooden skewers in water
for at least 30 minutes.

Cut onion into eighths and separate pieces. Remove seeds
from the bell peppers and slice them into approximately T-inch
widths. Combine onion, peppers, tomatoes and mushrooms in
a large pan or bowl and season to taste with black pepper and
Cavender’s seasoning.

Put grouper cheeks, vegetables and pineapple chunks on skew-
ers. If you like your fish well done, be sure to put a pineapple
chunk on each side of each cheek piece. Spray a grill tray with
non-stick cooking spray. Preheat grill to medium. Place the grill
tray on the grill and arrange the skewers on it. Cook for 4 to 6
minutes, depending on grill heat. Turn the skewers over and

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

cook approximately 4 minutes, depending on grill heat and how
well you want them done. Serve immediately.

This is a light summer meal, tailor-made for enjoying with fam-
ily and friends while enjoying the sunset on a deck or patio. It
includes grilled vegetables and works well accompanied by a
cool fresh garden salad or lettuce wedge. Those who would like
dessert will find flan
or chilled rice pud-
ding top it off very
well. =

Jerry Dilsaver of Oak Island, N.C., is a freelance
writer, as well as a former national king mackerel
champion fisherman. Readers are encouraged

to send their favorite recipes and a photo of the
completed dish to possibly be used in a future issue
of the magazine. E-mail the recipes and photos to
Jerry Dilsaver at captainjerry@captainjerry.com.
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STICKS AND
STRINGS

Sammy Romano

BOW PREPARATION
IS TIME WELL SPENT

ATRUE-SHOOTING SETUPS THE RESULT OF ANNUAL TUNING YOUR EQUIPMENT

s we enter August, early

archery seasons are around

the corner in many areas.

With that in mind, my
thoughts always shift from fishing to
bowhunting. It’s time to prepare for the
season, and what you do now will likely
determine the outcome.

The first and perhaps most-important
step is checking over your equipment
and performing any preventative main-
tenance needed, as well as tuning it for
maximum performance and accuracy.
Here are a few tips to help ensure you get
the most from your bow this season:

RUN THAT CHECKLIST

Although a lot of archers shoot year-
round, for many people, this is the first
time your bow has been out of'its case
since last hunting season. Before begin-
ning the tuning process, check over
your bow’s limbs, string, cables and
cams. Check the limbs, looking for any
cracks or fractures; although rare, these
could lead to a catastrophic limb failure.
Check your string and cables, looking
for ant nicks, frays, severe discoloration,
or extreme serving wear. Make sure
you don’t have any chips or dings in the
cams that could cut a string or cable.

If you find any things, have these parts
replaced immediately. If you're unsure,
consult your local pro shop. If your string
set looks good and is less than 2 years
old, apply a quality string wax to the
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unserved areas of both string and cables
and rub it in gently. Wipe off any excess
to prevent attracting dirt.

DO THE TWIST

The next step is to add twists to the
string/cables to compensate for elon-
gation, and return the bow to factory
specifications for axle length and brace
height. Modern compound bows are
designed to exacting specs and will
perform best when they are correct. This
requires the use of a bow press, and in
most cases is best performed by a pro-
shop technician. Doing this will help to
eliminate any excess noise and vibration

BACK TO THE DRAW BOARD
A draw board is a device that uses

a winch to slowly draw back a bow,
allowing you to stop the draw at
any time and examine timing and
cam length. Being able to look at
those factors without having fo

hold the bow, you are able to be
more precise, yielding better resulfs.
Adjustments can then be made to
correct any issues, making your
bow more accurate and efficient. |
use a draw board from Last Chance
Archery; it fits onto my Last Chance
Bow Press and allows for micro-
adjustments by adjusfing the worm
bear on the press itself.

Paper-shooting your bow is a big part of
the process of getting your equipment
ready for the season.

Sammy Romano

caused by string over travel, making the
bow more efficient. It will also allow the
bow to reach full poundage.

Once the string and cables are twisted
to the proper length and several arrows
have been fired through the bow, put the
bow on a draw board to check for proper
cam timing and straightness. Once your
bow is properly set to specs, timed and
the cams are straight, double check for
proper peep rotation and arrow rest
timing — if using a fall away rest. Next,
check both nocking point and center
shot. If everything looks correct, it’s time
to paper-shoot your setup and check for
proper arrow flight.

Sammy Romano



ALWAYS PAPER TUNE A BOW

By shooting a field-tipped arrow through a tight sheet of thin
paper from 6 to 9 feet away, you will be able to evaluate your
arrows’ flight and make adjustments to correct any problems.

For a hunting setup, I always try to achieve a “bullet hole”
of perfectly symmetrical rip with all three fletches visible —
perfectly straight arrow flight. Once you achieve this, double-
check by firing a broadhead-tipped arrow at a target, followed
by a field-tipped arrow. If they fly to different points of impact,
you may need to repeat the previous steps. Once these arrows
impact the same spot on the target, you are ready to sight your
bowin.

After dialing in your bow’s sight, all that remains is to prac-
tice, practice, practice some more. Make sure to practice
proper form, as this builds good muscle memory, critical in
clutch situations in the field. Remember, it’s not the total
number of arrows shot, it is the quality of the shots taken. With
some time spent at the range, you will be ready when oppor-
tunity presents itself. A little time spent now, leads to a full
freezer and trophy wall later. =

Sammy Romano is a
lifelong hunter who has
worked in the archery
industry for more than 24
years. His expertise includes
compounds and crossbows.
He can be reached at
samboka31@aol.com.
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SANTEE
STRINGER

Terry Madewell

SUMMER, SHALLOWS

ARE NOT EXCLUSIVE

DON'T GIVE UP ON CATFISH WHEN AUGUST ARRIVES

obby Winters is a 23-year-old

catfish and striper guide on

the Santee Cooper lakes who

has a youthful passion for
catching fish. We were fishing on a hot,
summer day, and hed targeted an area
with undulating bottom contours for
drift-fishing. We had been drifting only
a short while when one of his nine rods
bowed over.

Winters grabbed the 8-foot Eagle Claw
rod, and immediately, the adjacent rod
buried in a deep arch. In true gunslinger
mode, Winters snatched it from the rod
holder with his left hand, only to see four
more rods bow over in succession.

He gave me and his dad, long-time guide
Bob Winters, the “Okay, I need help” look,
and we gladly obliged. Of the six catfish
hooked, we boated five; the sixth broke
the line before we could get to it.

This wild action took place near mid-
day in the heat of summer in shallow
water on Lake Moultrie. Bobby Winters

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

said that scenario was not a fluke occur-
rence; it’s a solid catfishing pattern.

Many anglers get into a deep water
mindset during the summer, and that
can be a very productive choice. But
often, the relativity shallow water consis-
tently produces excellent daytime fishing
on both Moultrie and Lake Marion.

“A lot of fishermen are surprised that
catfish — big catfish and plenty of fish
in the 10-pound-plus class — are avail-
able in water from 8 to 15 feet deep,” he
said. “As in any fishing, it can vary with
weather and forage movements, but it’s
very consistent throughout the summer,
including August”

Winters (843-700-0626) said the fishing
is often an extension of areas where he
fishes even shallower during the spring
and fall, but the area needs to have
ample forage to hold catfish.

“The areas where I have the most suc-
cess have a series of underwater hills
and valleys,” he said. “This up-and-down

Guide Bobby Winters likes to start his drifts
in deep water and drift up and across the
shallow areas of bottom contours.

Terry Madewell
change in bottom topography is impor-
tant, because it gives catfish different
depths to relate to during the day. I look
for areas that may be 15 feet or more at
the deepest point that rise to less than 10
feet, then drop back deep.

START DEEPER,
DRIFT SHALLOW

“If I'm drifting toward the shoreline
from the open water, the up-down undu-
lations will eventually get shallower, but
the fish are often surprisingly shallow. I'll
work into shallow water until I get a pat-
tern for the day, then focus on it until the
pattern changes.”

On our trip, catfish were clustered in
specific areas, but the precise location
changed from one drift to the next. Even
in the mid-day sun, we hooked three cat-
fish at one time on one drift, with other
doubles in addition to the initial six-
pack. The fish were clustered in groups,



and multiple hookups were common, but it’s not always like
that.

Winters said on other days, the action is consistent, but with-
out the multiple hookups. It changes daily, but the end result is
usually plenty

On that trip, we didn’t land any monster-sized catfish, but
the odds of hooking fish in the 20- to 30-pound class are rea-
sonable. The Winters have boated numerous fish weighing
more than 40 pounds, and on occasional trips, they've landed
multiple big fish. This is an excellent tactic for big fish as well
as numbers.

“Patience is a key, and understanding that something on the
lake bottom will attract and hold them in a specific area for a
while;” he said. “It may be forage or other bottom features, but
they’ll congregate in specific places.

“I've learned that drifting in the deeper water and up a slope
to the top of the hump seems to produce more bites than work-
ing down the hill;” he said. “But we fish it all, and when I begin
to get a daily pattern, I'll focus on those specific type areas until
that action slows”

Winters said he uses the typical Santee drift rig, and he pre-
fers to drift at a rate of 0.5 to 0.7 miles per hour. Bait choice
is important, and gizzard shad, herring and natural forage,
including white perch and bream, are all very effective.

“The occasional windy days during the summer seem to be
best for the larger fish, and an overcast, windy day is ideal for
big catfish and numbers of fish,” he said. “But big-fish bites can
happen anytime, even midday during hot weather.”

Winter said like every type of fishing, conditions can change,
and a deep-water bite may be best for short periods of time.

If the shallow bite is slow,
Winters will readily go deep,

Terry Madewell, of

but shallow-water drift-fish- Ridgeway, 5.C, has been an
ing is his go-to tactic through outdoors writer for more

. . than 30 years. He has a
the summer, and it typlcally degree in wildlife and fisheries
produces plenty of catfish management and has a
action. = long career as a professional

wildlife biologist/natural
resources manager.

Bob’s Guide Service Encore
Fishing the Santee Cooper Lakes,
specializing in Catfish & Striped Bass

Cell 843-709-0626 - Office 843-753-3343 |, f

www.bobsguideserviceencore.com us on

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

DON’T FORGET SKINNY WATER:

Guide Bobby Winters doesn’t automatically head for deep water when looking
for summer catfish; if there’s plenty of food in water that’s much shallower,
predator fish will be there.

www.santeecoopercountry.org
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HEAD FOR THE
MOUNTAINS

Robert Satterwhite

HAZEL CREEK: A
TROUT TREASURE

ONE OF THE MOSHAMOUS STREAMS IN THE EAST,

HAZEL CREEK IS VWWORTH THE EFFORT [T TAKES TO GET THERE

o roads lead to one of the
most-celebrated trout
streams in the East. Isolated,
remote, accessible only by
boat or foot, Hazel Creek lives up to its
reputation as a trout-fishing Mecca. It’s
all that everyone says it is, and more.
From its confluence with Fontana Lake
in the southwestern corner of North
Carolina to its headwaters on the south-
western slope of Silers Bald, deep in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park,
the stream is about 15 miles long, with a
gravel road following the bank on much
of the lower section and a well-main-
tained and heavily traveled trail running
along the creek the rest of the way.
Named for the hazelnut shrubs that
once grew along its banks, Hazel is a
large creek, bigger than some area rivers,
and it contains good populations of wild
rainbow and brown trout and a smaller
population of brook trout in the higher
waters around 4,000 feet above sea level.
You can consistently catch rainbow
trout in the 8- to 12-inch range. In the
big pools, places such as the Brown Hole,
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anglers have caught brown trout up to 10
pounds.

A friend and I spent three days on the
creek, expecting the best, yet prepared
for disappointment. The fishing was far
better than we anticipated.

Taking the ferry from Fontana Marina,
we arrived at Hazel Creek about mid-
afternoon on a Monday, set up our base
camp at Campsite No. 86 at Proctor,
approximately one-half mile above the
boat drop-off, and began fishing. We had
been told at the marina that the trout
were hitting hoppers, yellow Stimulators
and Royal Wulffs. That’s what we used
the entire trip.

Tuesday morning, we loaded up for a
day trip to Bone Valley, about five miles
above Proctor, a former town. This,
we were told, is where the real fishing
begins. We split up at Sugar Fork, the
first tributary above Proctor, agreeing
to meet around lunch time at the back-
country campsite at Bone Valley. My
friend went upstream on Hazel Creek,
and I went upstream on Sugar Fork.

Sugar Fork was loaded with rainbows.

Afly fisher works a pool in Hazel Creek,
a blue-ribbon trout stream in the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park.

Wesley Satterwhite

After catching 20 or so trout, I stopped
counting and just enjoyed the fishing.
The trout were a bit smaller than the
ones in Hazel Creek, averaging 6 to 8
inches, but they made up for their size
in feistiness. Every pool, cascade, and
run held a trout or two. After a couple of
hours, my Royal Wulff was so ragged, 1
finally was forced to tie on a new fly.

My friend’s morning had been even
more productive. He had caught, by his
best guess, at least 60 fish, the largest one
a 13-inch rainbow. After lunch, I fished
Bone Valley Creek, another Hazel Creek
tributary. Bone Valley was even better
fishing than Sugar Fork, offering a nice
mix of medium-sized browns and rain-
bows. The biggest fish I caught in Bone
Valley Creek was about 10 inches. Many
of them were 8 to 9 inches, and slew of
them were in the 4- to 6-inch range.

About 5:30 p.m., we headed back to
Proctor, both of us bone-tired by the time
we arrived. We had agreed we would
have trout for dinner at least one night,
so when we reached camp and rested a
bit, we caught our dinner. It was the only



time we killed trout on the
trip.

On Wednesday, we fished
upstream on the lower sec-
tion of Hazel Creek. Fishing
in the lower section is at best
fair; it’s fished more often by
day-trippers.

We had been warned to
expect crowds, but we didn’t
encounter many people. We
had the campsite to ourselves
two out of three nights. On
the third day, two couples
spent the night. At Bone
Valley, we saw only three
other fishers the entire day.

Once home only to the
Cherokee, Hazel Creek was
discovered by settlers around
1830. Around the turn of the
century, copper was discov-
ered, and Proctor enjoyed a
short-lived boom. When the
mines closed, loggers moved
in, and Proctor mushroomed
to a town of more than 1,000
people.

After the lumber company
moved out, so did many
of the people. In 1942, the
Tennessee Valley Authority
began building Fontana Dam,
the highest dam east of the
Mississippi River. With the
impoundment of Fontana
Lake, the remaining residents
of Hazel Creek were forced
to leave. A few years later,
Hazel Creek became part of
the Great Smoky Mountains
National Park, which ensures
its protection for perpetuity.

That’s the way it should be.
Hazel Creek is a treasure,
isolated, remote, open to
anyone willing to make an
effort to get there. As for the
fishing, nothing I've found
equals it. =

Bob Satterwhite has been
writing about the outdoors,
particularly trout fishing,

for more than 25 years.
Anative of Morganton, N.C,
helives in Cullowhee, N.C,
close to the Tuckasegee River,
Caney Fork, Moses Creek,

and several other prime trout
streams.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Brookings Angler

ONE IF BY LAND, TWO IF BY SEA:

By foot, Hazel Creek can be reached by the Lakeshore Trail starting from Fontana Village or from Welch Ridge Trail where it
joins the Appalachian Trail at Silers Bald near Clingmans Dome in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Either way is a
long, strenuous hike. The easiest access is by boat, either from Fontana Marina or Cable Cove Campground. Fontana Maring
has a daily ferry service to Hazel Creek. The boat ramp at Cable Cove offers free boat access. A back-country camping permit is
required for overnight stays at designated campsites. Permits are available at the Oconaluftee Visitors Center at the entrance of
the park near Cherokee, N.C. Either a North Carolina or Tennessee state fishing license is acceptable for trout fishing in the park.
Fishing is limited to artificial lures or flies with a single hook. The daily creel limit s five fish, 7 inches or longer

GREG'S OUTBOARD GENTER, ING

1105 East Ocean Road Holly Ridge, NC 28445
910-329-0040 GRreGcsOuUTBOARD.COM

= SEAARK

BOATS

QYAMAHA  M~ERCURy S Suzuxi

Call Today For The Best Prices In The Carolina’s!

August 2018 | Carolina Sportsman

79



NEW PRODUCTS

CULPRITWATER DRAGON
By Dan Kibler

Soft-plastic lizards were all the rage 20 years ago when the Carolina rig ruled the bass-fishing
world, but over the past decade, you haven't heard much about them. The creature bait has been
the hot lure.

"A lot of people have forgotten about lizards with so many creature lures out there," said bass pro
Dustin Wilks of Rocky Mount, N.C,, a six-time Bassmaster Classic qualifier “There haven't been any
very exciting changes in lizards in a long time”’

So Wilks got together with one of his sponsors, Culprit, and after six months of design, a new bait
was born, the Culprit Water Dragon.

A 7-inch bait available in 12 colors, the Water Dragon debuted at the recent ICAST trade show.

"We wanted to see what we could do to a lizard to catch bigger fish," said Wilks, who designed a
bait with bigger, thicker rear legs and gills that come off the rear of the bait's head.

"Youd think the gills would make the most difference, but the thing I like best is the bigger,
thicker back legs,"he said.“That helps it float when you're Texas-rigging it. The gills have a bigger
effect on it when you Carolina rig; it helps keep it planing a little better”

But Wilks likes two other, less noticeable features.

"The Water Dragon has a noticeable lateral line, which is perfect for guys who like to dye a bait’s
tail with chartreuse,he said.“And the back of the bait isn't smooth; it's got bumps. That makes it
much easier to skin hook. If the bait was smooth, the tip of the hook would pop out more easily”

Culprit Water Dragons come eight to a pack, with an MSRP of $5.29.

More Info: www.culprit.com

Follow Us — On the water and on Facebook
www.facebook.com/lasportsman

OTTERBOX COOLERS

High performance coolers have been around for several years now, and it seems like more and more companies
are making them. And while many are content with making clones of other brands, OtterBox has taken things a step
further, making their own Venture Series coolers with unique features that allow you to mount many of their other
products directly to the coolers.

One knock against all high performance coolers is their weight. But that's what it takes to keep ice for days. OttterBox
thought of that though, and makes the easiest set of wheels to add (and subtract)
whenever you want some help. An easy-to-mount pull handle
helps, and can be used in multiple positions.

With two-inch, refrigeration grade insulation, these
coolers can keep ice up to 14 days, and allow for
the mounting of numerous accessories in multiple
locations on the coolers. Mount bottle openers,
cup holders, a fishing rod holder, phone mounts, side
trays, and OtterBox’s signature series dry boxes to keep
everything conveniently located.

Tie-down Kits, ice packs, locks, trays, and cutting boards
specifically designed and shaped for onboard storage and
use with these coolers are also options offered by OtterBox.

The Venture coolers are offered in three sizes — 25, 45,
and 65 quarts, and the sizes are based on the true interior
capacities.

Otterbox also offers soft-sided coolers which are available
in 20 and 30 quart sizes, and keep ice up to three days.

More Info: www.otterbox.com

iy

New product submissions can be emailed to Mark Hilzim at markh@lasmag.com.
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Astro Tables is far more effective than“moon
tables,” because it takes into account critical
solar energies as well as lunar.

«The“Best Days” column is based on the
ever-changing positions of the sun and the
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).
«The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from
one hour to three-and-one-half hours,
depending on a number of important lunar
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary
period overlaps a major solar period (eg:
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about
one hour each. ... 30 minutes before and
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of
each month for more detail.)

« Astro Tables is a quick-reference version
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes
Wall Calendar, which is recommended

for those wishing more complete data on
the best days and times to go fishing and
hunting for the entire year (see “Available
Products”below).

- PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on
solar/lunar research at a leading college of
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by

the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are
adjusted to the center of your time zone and
for Daylight Saving Time.

AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:

The 2018 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar.
$12.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days,
best times, and their relative strengths for
all of 2018 with this information-packed,
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and

set times for the sun and moon, space to

log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and
game symbols showing you each month’s
don't-miss periods. Also includes exclusive
summary charts revealing the best and
worst days of 2018, the year’s best periods, a
look ahead at 2019, and more. Comes with
FREE 2018 Astro Tables pocket calendar,
which sells separately for $7.95, plus $3 s&h.
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive
look at the main factors influencing fish and
game activity periods, plus how to devise
an effective when-to-go game plan using
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey,
and more.

2018 Ultimate PrimeTimes software
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if
downloaded from web). The world's best
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak
times to your exact location, quarry, and
even weather. Too many features to list here,
including making your own App. For more
details, please call us or visit our web site
(see below).

SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:

#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h).
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$46.95
(plus $6 s&h).

#3: Same as #2, minus book...$37.95
(plus $5 s&h).

Send to: PrimeTimes 2018  Dept. LS -
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 - Ankeny, IA
50023

For credit/debit card orders, call toll-free
866-809-5063.

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products,
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

For more, visit
primetimes2.com

BEST DAYS LUNAR PERIODS
TIMES OCCURRING AT NIGHT ARE SHADED (IR
PRIMARY MOON PRIMARY
MOON OVERHEAD SET
3:38 am - 5:36 am

[11:44 pm [ 4:12 am - 6:28 am 11:35amj{ 4:37 pm - 6:53 pm ) )
[ 4:50 am - 7:20 am % N12:34 pmf[ 5:15 pm - 7:45 pm ) )
(1217 am}{ 5:29 am - 8:15 am #% J{1:35pm |[ 5:54 pm - 8:40 pm )@ HALF )
(1253am)[ 6:12 am - 9:12 am #% W 238 pm [ 6:37 pm - 9:37 pm O ) )
(1:3¢am [ 7:01 am - 10:11 am N 3:43 pm [ 7:26 pm - 10:36 pm & ) (@ )
[2:22am [ 7:53 am - 11:13am N 4:49pm [ 8:18 pm - 11:38 pm ) )
[316am [ 8:53 am - 12:15pm  Ns53pm { 9:18 pm-12:40am ) )
[4:18am [ 9:56 am - 1:18 pm N 6:53 pm [ 10:21 pm - 1:43 am
(5:26am | 11:01 am - 2:17 pm {3 N7:47 pm (11:26 pm - Midnight Perigee
(6:37.am J[ 12:08 pm - 3:10 pm £F J8:35 pm )| Midnight - 2:42 am ) (@ NEw )
(7:48am [ 1:12 pm - 4:02 pm W o:17pm J[ 12:33 am - 3:35 am
(858am [ 2:15 pm - 4:47 pm N o956 pm [ 1:37 am - 4:27 am
(10:05 am}{ 3:14 pm - 5:30 pm N10:32pml[ 2:40 am - 5:12 am )

[11:10am ) 4:12 pm - 6:10 pm N11:06 pm}[ 3:39 am - 5:55 am )

(12:12pm[ 5:08 pm - 6:50 pm N11:41pm)[ 4:37 am - 6:35 am )

[1:12pm [ 6:03 pm - 7:31 pm N 5:33 am - 7:15 am_#% )

[210pm [ 6:56 pm -8:14 pm & J12:17am)[ 6:28 am - 7:56 am #% )

(3:07pm [ 7:48 pm - 8:56 pm & J12:55 am][ 7:21 am - 8:39 am #% )

(4:00pm ) 8:38 pm - 9:44 pm N 136am [ 8:13 am - 9:21 am ) (

(451 pm [ 9:28 pm-10:30 pm W 2:20 am J{ 9:03 am - 10:09 am O_Low
(5:38 pm (10:14 pm - 11:20 pm W 3:07 am J{ 9:53 am - 10:55 am O
(6:22pm J(11:01 pm - 12:09 am W 3:58 am J{10:39 am - 11:45 am O Apogee
(7:.01 pm {11:42 pm - Midnight [ 4:50 am {11:26 am - 12:34 pm ] (O )
7:38 pm J| Midnight - 1:00 am N 5:45am [ 12:07 pm - 1:25 pm & ) (O )
s:12pmJ[ 12:23 am - 1:51 am __ We:40am J[ 12:48 pm - 2:16 pm £ ) (O FuLL )
8:44pm )| 1:02 am - 2:40 am 7:36am | 1:27 pm - 3:05 pm ) O )
9:15pm J{_1:37 am - 3:33 am 8:33am | 2:02 pm - 3:58 pm )@ )
[9:46 pm )l 2:15 am - 4:23 am N o:30am [ 2:40 pm - 4:48 pm ) )
[10:19 pmjl 2:51 am - 5:17 am N10:29 am}[ 3:16 pm - %

3:30 am - 6:10 am : : @

255075
AVERAGE

THE BEST OF THESE OVERL
i, = DAWN

ANY LUNAR PERIOD IS ENHANCED WHEN IT OVERLAPS A KEY SOLAR PERIOD.
RE DESIGNATED BY THE SUN SYMBOLS:
HIGH NOON @ = DUSK

WHILE THE LESSER MOONRISE AND -SET OVERLAPS (ABOUT 30 MIN. BEFORE
AND AFTER THE LISTED TIME) ARE DESIGNATED BY

We are looking for drivers to deliver the
Carolina SPORTSMAN Magazine in both
North and South Carolina.

If You Love to Fish, Hunt and Meet Peaple You Qualify!

Circulation experience helpful but not necessary. Dependable
vehicle with insurance & a valid NCand / or SC drivers license a
must. If you have 2-3 days a month to help spread the word |

would like to hear from you!

Please Contact: Mitch Eby,
Circulation Manager @ 919-602-3862 -or- mitchebync@gmail.com

Cavotina_ |
SPORTSMAN

Deep Sea Fishi

¢ 100’ Super Voyager llI

© 100’ Continental Shelf

e Area’s top producer for Gulf Stream
Fishing

© 12-13 Hour Gulf Stream Special - $95

© 22 Hour Trips - $195

e Private Sport Fishing Charters up to
20 Passengers

e Large Group Charters up to 125
Passengers

¢ Fast, Clean Boats

e Excellent Crew #1 In Customer
Service

n&

Spert Fishing @BDE@

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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Not an official document.
Refer to official fishing regs at
NCWRC and NCDMF websites.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES Minimum Lengths  Creel Limit perpeson)

Not an official document.
Refer to SCNDR's official
fishing regulations pamphlet
or www.dnr.sc.gov.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES Minimum Lengths  Creel Limit per persor)

Greater amberjack 28"FL 1/day Greater amberjack 28"FL 1/day

Blue marlin 99" LJFL 1/vessel/trip Blue marlin 99" LJFL 1/day

White marlin 66" LJFL 1/vessel/trip White marlin 66" LJFL 1/day

Sailfish 63" LJFL 1/day Sailfish 63" LJFL 1/day

Sharks % % Sharks % %

Cobia 36" 1/day& Cobia 36"FL 1/day&

Bluefish 5 longer than 24" TL 15/day Bluefish None 15/day

Red drum (channel bass, puppy drum) 18" min., 27" max. 1/day Black drum 14" minimum

Black drum 14" min., 25" max. 10/day 27" maximum TL 5/day

Flounder 15"TL 4/day Redfish (red drum, channel bass) 15" minimum

Dolphin (mahi-mahi) none 10/day 23" maximum TL 2/day#

Groupers (black and gag) 24"TL 1/day Flounder (state waters) 14"TL 10/day

Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth ~ 20"TL 3/day Groupers (black and gag) 24"TL 1/day

Speckled hind/Warsaw Grouper closed closed Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth 20" TL 3/day

Wahoo none 2/day Speckled hind/Warsaw grouper closed closed

Red porgy (akasilver snapper, pinky) 14"TL 3/day Red porgy (aka silver snapper, pinky) 14" TL 3/day#

King mackerel 24"FL 3/day King mackerel 24"FL 3/day

Spanish mackerel 12"FL 15/day Spanish mackerel 12"FL 15/day

Sea bass (north of Hatteras) 12.5"TL 15/day Sheepshead 14" 10/day (30 per boat)
Sea bass (south of Hatteras) 13"TL 7/day Spadefish None 20/day (agg. grouper)
Yellowfin/Bigeye tuna 27"CFL 3/day Black sea bass 13" 7/day

Bluefin tuna Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com) Dolphin 20" FL 10/day (60 per boat)
Spotted sea trout (speckled) 14" 4/day& Yellowfin tuna 27" CFL 3/day

Weakfish (gray trout) 12"TL 1/day Bluefin/Bigeye tuna Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com)
Snappers: 12"TL 10/day in Tarpon 77"FL 1/day
SJZ‘;:;“ZZZFOmVELg;u‘;‘:]’;a!cgsslfgaster federal waters Spotted sea trout (speckled) 14" 10/day

Sheepshead 10" 10/day Weakfish (gray trout) 12" 1/day

Red snapper closed closed Wahoo None 2/day

Mutton snapper 16" TL (federal waters) 10/day Gray, yellowtail, queen, cubera, dog,

Vermillion snapper 12°TL 5/day mahoghany, schoolmaster snapper 12"TL 10/day#

Striped bass A 28"TL or more (ocean waters) 1/day Red snapper closed closed

Hickory shad None 10/day Mutton snapper 16" TL (federal waters) ~ 10/day

American shad closed closed Vermillion snapper 12T >/day

N see NCWRC/NCDMF regs for inshore Management Area limits. % Contact NMFS
Highly Migratory Species, 888-872-8862, visit hmspermits.noaa. Cobia limit is 1 per per-
son, 2 per day private boats, 1 per person, 4 per day charter boats until June 1, then 2
per day per charter boat. % Season opened June 15.

FISH Species (inland waters) Minimum Size Limit Creel Limit (per doy)

% For shark seasons, bag and size limits, contact NMFS Highly Migratory Species
Division, 888-872-8862 or hmspermits.noaa.gov. # For grouper/snapper, check with the
SAFMC at www.safmc.net or 843-571-4366. & Cobia, 1 per person per day up to 6 per
boat. Closed May 1-31 south of Jeremy Inlet, 1 per person, up to 3 per boat, after June
1 south of Jeremy Inlet. # No more than 6 redfish per boat.

FISH Species (inland waters) Minimum Size Limit Creel Limit (per doy)

Crappie + None + None + Crappie/Panfish + None 30 bream (15 red
Largemouth, smallmouth, breast), 20 crappie
spotted bass + 147 (2fish exception) 3 Largemouth, smallmouth, none largemouth

Channel catfish No restrictions None spotted, redeye, bass% 12" smallmouth 51g/sm/r, 15 spots
Blue/Flathead catfish No restrictions None Channel catfish No restrictions None

Striped bass, hybrid (Bodie) % 20" 4% Blue catfish No restrictions= None=

Sauger 15" 8 Flathead catfish No restrictions None

White bass None 25 Striped bass or hybrid bass Varies by location&% Varies by location&%
Walleye# None 8 Mountain Trout + 5

Muskellunge 42" 1 White bass None 10 (except Sav. River)
Kokanee salmon None 7 Walleye and sauger+ None 8

Red drum 18" min., 27" max. 1

American and hickory shad None 10 (1 American shad)
Spotted sea trout Closed Closed until June 15
Flounder 15" 4/day@

TL=Total Length; LJIFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout to middle of
fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of body from tip of upper jaw
to fork of the tail)

+ See specific lake exceptions in NCWRC regulations digest or www.ncwildlife.org

% Striped bass creel limits and size minimums vary by lake. See NCWRC regulations digest or
www.ncwildlife.org.

# Lake James, minimum size is 15 inches. Lake Gaston, minimum size is 18 inches, creel limit 5.
@ Hook-and-line and flounder giggers restricted to 4 fish per day per trip, 15-inch size minimum.
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TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout
to middle of fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of
body from tip of upper jaw to fork of the tail).

+ See specific lake and river exceptions in SCDNR'’s Regulations Digest

= In the Santee Cooper system, only two over 32 inches with daily possession limit
of 25 fish. In Congaree/Wateree rivers, no possession limit.

% For lake-specific regulations, see the SCDNR's Regulations Digest or visit
www.dnr.sc.gov. Keeper season in the Santee Cooper system is Oct. 1-June 15.

& In Lake Russell and its tributaries, the daily creel limit is two fish, only one of which
may be more than 34 inches long.



SCRAPEOOK

11.Coey

J.T. Coley of Holly Springs, N.C., killed this 185-pound,
12-point buck in the fall of 2016.

Lesley Gilreath

Leslie Gilreath caught this 3-pound crappie last spring at
South Carolina’s Clarks Hill Lake.

Jacc ol

Jack Gorrell of Raleigh, N.C., caught this puppy drum off
Ocracoke, N.C., on July 4, 2017

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Katie Crews of Leasburg, N.C., caught this 11-pound bluefish

fatierews

inthe Emerald Isle surf on April 28, 2017.

pallas Brooks

Dallas Brooks of Siler City, N.C., caught this 27-inch red on a

live shrimp in Carolina Beach Inlet on June 26, 2017.

 Ron Hanks

WE WANT'EM

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the

pages of Carolina Sportsman magazine. Send clean, sharp
shots of you with your fish, deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels,
doves, etc. to

Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook,

433 Hollinswood Ave.,
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27103

or to dank@carolinasportsman.com

Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.
Print photos cannot be returned.

 Kevin ige

Kevin Rigs of Efland, N.C., caught this 10.15-pound bass on
June 14,2017, at a private pond in Orange County.

Ron Hanks of Columbia, S.C., caught this beautiful redfish on cut mullet in the Cumbahee River on March 24, fishing on

the Hook-um & Cook-um.
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H g,/ Feshi
SCRAPEOOK WE WANTEM

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the

pages of Carolina Sportsman magazine. Send clean, sharp
shots of you with your fish, deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels,
doves, etc. to

Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook,
m 433 Hollinswood Ave.,
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27103

or to dank@carolinasportsman.com

Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.
Print photos cannot be returned.

(Chris Carter, from Leasburg, N.C., caught this 11%-pound
bluefish in the surf at Emerald Isle on April 28, 2017.

(ale Helms of Wingate, N.C., caught this 11.03-pound
bass from Tuckertown Lake on April 12, 2018. John Batts

Jeremy Spencer

James Brooks of Siler City, N.C., caught this 14-pound bluefish  John Batts caught this 7-pound tripletail near Swanquarer,
in the ICW near Wrightsville Beach on May 21, 2017. N.C., on June 29, 2017.

Jeremy Spencer of Mooresville, N.C., caught this nice brook
trout in the Davidson River on May 27, 2017.

Scott Morgan caught this nice limit of bass from South Winston Davidson caught this monster, 12-pound 24%-inch sheepshead off of Edisto Island on March 28, 2018.
(arolina’s Lake Robinson.
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Heather Hiott

Rodney Powell

Rodney Powell and daughter Havyn Powell admire a nice
largemouth Rodney caught in a Stokes County farm pond.

Heather Hiott of Johns Island, S.C., killed this 20-pound gobbler on April 12, 2018, near Jamestown S.C. The bird had 1-inch spurs
and a 9-inch beard.

Harriet Mouton
m Harriett Mouton caught this redfish near Charleston, S.C., on
April 1,2018, fishing with Capt. Steve Forbes.

o Hughes

Jon Hughes of Gastonia, N.C., caught this great blue catfishon ~ Wesley Small, 12, killed three squirrels with his .410 shotgun
Lake Wylie in the spring of 2017. on his first hunt near North Carolina’s High Rock Lake.

Pete Hartingh

T.R Miller shot his first turkey on April 13,2017, in Yadkin Dawson Jordan of Dillon, S.C., caught this 21-inch rainbow Pete Hartingh, 6, caught this 4-pound largemouth bass in a
County, N.C. It carried a 6-inch beard. trout in North Carolina’s Green River in March 2018. Kitty Hawk, N.C., canal on a frog bait.
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 ark Fain

\Mark Fain of Cowpens, S.C., caught this 2%5-pound small-
mouth on Lake Jocassee in November 2017.

Melanie Eaton killed this gobbler on the final day of the 2017
turkey season in Forsyth County, N.C. It had an 11-inch beard.

pavid Rogers

David Rogers shows off a Clarks Hill Lake striper that weighed
more than 20 pounds.

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

LeiThome

Levi Thorn, 11, caught this 14.6-pound blue catfish on a blue
crab on Knotts Island, NC.

Dick Ford, Ethan Stauffner

Dick Ford of Fuquay-Varina, N.C., and Ethan Stauffer of Garner,
N.C., caught these big blues in the surf at Bogue Inlet.

steven Redmond

Steven Redmond killed his biggest buck ever, this 7-point, 200-pounder, on the first day of archery season in 2017 in Stokes
County, with his father and son.

WE WANT'EM

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the

pages of Carolina Sportsman magazine. Send clean, sharp
shots of you with your fish, deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels,
doves, etc. to

Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook,

433 Hollinswood Ave.,
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27103

or to dank@carolinasportsman.com

Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.
Print photos cannot be returned.

lan Middleton

lan Middleton, 7, killed his first deer, this buck, in Halifax
County, N.C. during the 2015 season.



Gavin Hammonds, 10, killed this 10-point, 143-inch buck on Nov. 15, 2016, in Richmond County, N.C. It was his first buck taken
with arifle.

Phillip Stahala

Flor Wright shows off a gar she caught fishing in the Cape
Fear River in April 2017 while fishing with her grandson.

Phillip Stahala caught this nice bream on a fly rod on April 18,
2017, on North Carolina’s Lake Norman.

Jessica Rudder

Billy Bullard

Billy Bullman caught this big blue catfish at South Carolina’s
Lake Monticello.

Jessica Rudder killed her first buck in the fall of 2017 in
Caswell County, N.C.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Doug Anderson

Doug Anderson from Goldshoro, N.C., caught this 11.4-pound
bass from a local pond. It hit a Spook Jr.

Louie Cohen caught this 31-pound blue catfish on Lake Wylie
on Jan. 25, 2018. He also caught a 28-pounder.

Richard Thompson

Richard Thompson caught a limit of hybrid bass, all better
than five pounds on Jan. 21, 2017, at Lake Norman.
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T he flathead catfish bite at Lake Wylie
heats up when summer hot arrives,
according to guide Rodger Taylor of
Rock Hill, S.C.

“While some catfish like blues tend to
feed year-round, summer is the time for
flatheads, Taylor said.“To avoid the heat,
the most-comfortable time to chase flat-
heads is very early in the morning and at
night. Flatheads, like all species of catfish,
will bite during the day, but over the years,
I have learned that early morning and at
night is best to avoid recreational boaters
as well as the heat”

Flatheads are well distributed across Lake
Wylie, from the upper reaches near Mt.
Holly, N.C, down to the India Hook Dam
in South Carolina. Taylor targets fish in the
river section, primarily on the North Caro-
lina side of the lake.

“Most of the good river habitat is very
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recognizable, where the deep bends,
scour holes and water movement is
perceptible,”he said. “Rocks, submerged
timber, bridge pilings, deep cut banks and
sometimes boat docks provide cover for
flatheads!

Flatheads love cover, but they will feed
shallow in times of low light, he said.

"Another way to find flatheads, particu-
larly during the day, is by drift-fishing,’
Taylor said. “Flatheads like to hold close
to the channel drop. Multiple fish can be
on the drop, so when a flathead is caught
on a drift, it pays to repeat the drift, with a
good chance of drifting up another one!

But Taylor (803-517-7828) said he likes to
target flatheads by anchoring near prime
habitat, like the shallow side of a deep
hole or parallel to the deepest part of the
scour hole, and casting baits out from
deep to shallow. Taylor said flatheads are

Guide Rodger Taylor hefts a nice
Lake Wylie flathead catfish,
caught on a summer night.

predators and live prey.

“Some of the best offerings include blue-
gill, white perch, goldfish or small carp
— and even small catfish. Using large live
baits is often preferred by anglers who are
seeking that special, trophy fish, he said.

But, he added, a flathead won't refuse
fresh-cut shad or other cut fish baits.

Wylie flatheads are very common the 12-
to 20-pound range, Taylor said, and while
trophy fish over 40 pounds are rare, quite
a few of that size are caught every year.

Taylor said that targeting flatheads in
August has become a tradition for many
hardcore catfish anglers.

“Pound for pound, flatheads are better
fighters than blues or channels. They also
present a greater challenge to catch and,
unlike blues they are rarely caught in the
winter when water is very cold, he said. =

— Pat Robertson



GRAND STRAND SAILS

move nearshore as water heats up

hile many anglers hate
August’s heat, it brings periods
of calm seas and good fish-

ing along the beaches of South Carolina’s
Grand Strand. For anglers aspiring to
wrestle with a billfish — but lacking an off-
shore vessel — August is the time to target
sailfish, often well within sight of land.

Unlike marlin and swordfish, sailfish are
the only billfish that frequently travel
into shallow water during the summer to
feed and spawn. Anglers can expect to
catch sailfish in places flooded with large
schools of smaller baitfish like menhaden
and cigar minnows.

Similar to their pelagic cousins, sailfish
migrate from the tropical and subtropi-
cal waters to spend the summer season
eating and spawning in ideal conditions
along the Carolina coastlines. Tom Cush-
man of Captain Cush's Calmwater Charters
out of North Myrtle Beach, S.C, catches
his fair share every year.

"We start catching sails in the middle
of the summer and will catch them into
the early fall, just before the water temps
begin to fall,'said Cushman (843-997-
5850).“We catch them routinely during
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the summer within 10 miles of the Little
River Inlet”

For most anglers, a nearshore tangle with
a sailfish is strictly unintentional. Anglers
will catch them slow-trolling live bait in
nearshore waters, including areas along
the beach, artificial reefs and livebottom
areas that all hold baitfish during the sum-
mer. While Cushman has caught some
incidentally while targeting king mackerel,
he uses a slightly different technique to
target sails with slow-trolled baits.

"You target sailfish by using big teasers
with dozens of lures resembling ballyhoos
or squids to attract them into the spread,
and then you hook them with the trailing
baits just outside of the teasers,he said.

Traditionally, sailfish caught nearshore
are juveniles, yet over the last few years,
the size range has drastically increased.

"We have caught several full-grown
sailfish over the last few years within 10
miles of the beach. | caught a 7-footer last
August on a king rig; he ate a live menha-
den,"he said.

The National Marine Fisheries Service
requires all anglers, commercial and recre-
ational, obtain a $20 NMFS Federal Highly

Warmer water temperatures push
sailfish north from the tropics
and into nearshore waters off the
Carolinas during the summer.

Migratory Species Angling Permit to fish
for sailfish and any other highly migratory
species. All recreationally caught sailfish
to be released may not be removed from
the water and must be reported to NMFS
within 24 hours of landing by calling 800-
894-5528 or by visiting https://hmsper-
mits.noaa.gov/. Recreationally caught
billfish may not be sold. The minimum
length in South Carolina is 63 inches from
the lower jaw to the fork of the tail=

— Jeff Burleson

GOT PICS?

Send ‘em in!

Email images fo:
dank@carolinasportsman.com

All images will be considered, but those taken on the water
or in the woods will have the best chance of being featured.

*Digital images must be sent in jpeg format. High-
resolution images (taken on your camera’s highest seffing)
will work the best. All images (physical and digital) become
property of Carolina Sportsman and cannot be retumed.
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HEAT WON'T

SLOW

SWANSBORO

Ride the tides for exciting inshore action
as August arrives in Bogue Inlet area

ed drum don't react to
August’s steamy heat by
swimming through inlets
to reach the ocean’s deeper,
cooler waters.

Instead, back in marshes behind barrier
island beaches, they seek creek channels
during low ebbs of the tide, then swim
back into mud flats covered by eel grass,
cord grass, glass wort, sea lavender, bulrush
and sawgrass during mid- to high tides.

Why? Food.

If your fishing needs an electric jolt, try
fly-rod casting a crab fly in front of a “tail-
ing"red in flooded grass, its nose on the
bottom and rudder exposed as it grubs
for tiny, black oyster crabs.

“The good thing about red drum fishing
in August here is you focus on early and
late high tides when it's cooler, said David
Towler of Towler Time Charters, who fishes
the area around North Carolina’s Bogue
Inlet, including Swansboro's waters.

Towler (910-554-4742) doesn't get many
requests to show the ropes to fly anglers,
but plenty like catching reds with artificial
lures or live baits.

“Bait, especially finger mullets, push
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up into the grass at rising tides and get
pulled out when it falls," said Towler. “It's
what reds look for. | look for (schools) at
marsh edges that are good casting tar-
gets. The good news is, by August, baits
have got pretty big, too, so I use 5-to
12-inch mullets!

Bigger reds and the occasional flounder
or spotted seatrout will also blast his cli-
ents'baits.

“Early morning is when you get topwater
bites from redfish, Towler said.”l use a Top
Dog or She Dog, silver with white bottom,
the (MR 18), or the 808 with orange bot-
tom/gold sides.

“If the water’s clear, | stick with natural
colors. If we have stained water in the
river, the She Dog’s got a little higher-
pitched rattle. In dirty water, | like a full-
size, 5- to 5%-inch model. I try to match
the sizes to the size of finger mullets and
the conditions”

Towler will fish popping corks along
marsh edges, but only with live mullet,
never artificial lures.

“If I'm fishing a clear bottom, | like jig-
heads and soft-plastic swimbaits or twitch
baits," he said.

When targeting redfish, guide David
Towler moves from creek channels on
the low end of the tide to grass-covered
marsh islands when the water is up.

Craig Holt

When water is at mid levels, he searches
for skinny creeks in the marsh grass that
also have oyster rocks.

“That's when | use a bass angler’s
weighted hook, Towler said.“| like the slow
fall you get with a weighed worm hook
(and a twitch bait)”

At low tide, he'll find any deep water with
current and cast a soft-plastic lure with a
J5- 10 %4-ounce weight, hopping it across
the bottom, always throwing up current
and retrieving his lure with the flow.

Towler prefers 7-foot medium-action
rods mated with, 2500 to 3000 Series
spinning reels spooled with 15-pound
braid and 2-foot leaders of 25-pound
fluorocarbon.

‘| don't use braid at oyster rocks,"he
said."Braid tangles and will wrap up in
coon oysters, and oyster shells will cut it.
Heavier monofilament or fluorocarbon
works better around oysters!

Towler said a typical 3- to 4-hour morn-
ing trip in August often yields six to 10 fish
from 22 to 30 inches long. Anglers may
keep one redfish per day from 18 to 27
inches long. =

— Craig Holt



Fishing with David Register, Jamie Renn
(right) caught this tarpon, estimated at
100 pounds, in the Cape Fear River.

TARPON INVADE
CAPE FEAR FOR
A MIDSUMMER RUN

orth Carolina’s Cape
Fear is unique in
several ways, among

them, it's the only place in the
Tarheel State where a large
river, the Cape Fear, flows
directly to the ocean. Second,
it features several species that
are incidental catches most
other places, including tarpon,
which arrive each summer and

have a devoted local following.

Cape Fear tarpon typically
begin arriving around the
full moon in July, and their
numbers peak around the full
moon in August full moon.
They stay until the water cools
in late September.

Tarpon may be active in the
nearshore ocean all day, and
an inshore fishery usually
develops from late afternoon,
through the evening, with a
surge in the early morning.

Many tarpon are caught
incidental to fishing for king
mackerel. They overmatch
the small treble hooks used
on live-bait rigs, and often,
surprised fishermen only get a
jump or two before the tarpon
spits the hooks. However,
some are caught, and not only
by boat fishermen, but by pier
fishermen, too.

Tarpon found on both sides

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

of Frying Pan Shoals, following
schools of baitfish, are often
found feeding beside sharks
behind shrimp trawlers. They
are focused in the sloughs
crossing the shoals, where
they can be targeted while
anchored using chunks of
cut bait fished on the bottom
on rigs similar to drum rigs.
Tarpon will also hit live baits
free-lined in the current or
suspended under floats.

Tarpon move into the lower
Cape Fear River to feed as well.
The bays between Bald Head
Island and Southport, around
Striking and Shellbed islands,
are favorite places to find
them, and they also occasion-
ally follow baitfish into creeks
behind Bald Head Island.

The prime time to find tar-
pon in the river is on a high
tide around dusk or dawn.
The lower light conditions
apparently make them more
comfortable in the shallower
water and smaller channels.
Tactics are similar to fishing
the sloughs across the shoals.
Concentrate on the deeper
water and fish chunks of bait
on the bottom and live baits
suspended under floats. =

— Jerry Dilsaver

HOT WEATHER MEANS

redhot catfish bite on Lake Norman

uide Gus Gustafson of
Lake Norman Ventures
said August is made

for catfish on North Carolina’s
Lake Norman.

“The hotter the weather,
the better the catfish bite,
especially in the early morn-
ing,” he said. "While 90-degree
temperatures give most other
species lockjaw, catfish go on
the prowl in warm water in
search of forage!

Gustafson (www.fishing-
withgus.com) breaks summer
fishing for cats into two cat-
egories: family fun fishing and
fishing for trophy cats.

“Channel cats up to 3 pounds
arein every creek in Lake Nor-
man,  he said."Whether you
fish from a dock or a boat,

@ TACKLE

chum the area with bread,
dog food or prepared chum
concoctions and get ready for
plenty of fun’

Effective baits are chicken
livers, stinkbaits and chicken
breasts fished on the bottom.

For trophy blues and flat-
heads, Gustafson has two
strategies.

First, he anchors using two
anchors to keep the boat
steady and puts out baits at
different depths on 15 or more
stout rods with baitcasting
reels spooled with 30-pound
line connected to a 20-pound
leader tied to No 5/0 or 7/0
hooks.

“If you're fishing primarily
for blues, use heavier leader,

continued on page 94 >
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FISHING HOTSPOTS
continued

Lake Norman continued >

because blues are notorious for twisting
and fraying line, Gustafson said.

Best baits for blues are chicken breasts,
cut gizzard shad and strips of white perch
or bream. Flatheads prefer live baits, such
as perch, bream or shad.

"If there's no wind, rock your boat to put
your lines in motion, said Gustafson. The
movement triggers catfish to bite”

Gustafson may also slow-troll or drift

Guide Gus Gustafson loves to target
flathead catfish on Lake Norman
when August’s heat wave arrives.

using the same set-up.

Two special occasions create great fish-
ing opportunities.

The summer heat may cause a fish kil
at the lower end of the lake near Cowans
Ford Dam.

"The fish kill mostly affected stripers
back when Norman had stripers,’ said
Gustafson. "Now, it's mostly gizzard shad;
the dying shad attract blues that come to
feed and clean up the mess!

Gustasfson said the fish are suspended,
so fish the thermocline with Carolina rigs
carrying strips of perch or bream. He cov-
ers the area by drifting or slow-trolling.
Some anglers employ 2V>-ounce jigging
spoons tipped with cut bait.

The other occasion involves flatheads.

“Flatheads love white perch, said Gus-
tafson.“If you see white perch chasing
forage, flatheads will be below the feed-
ing fish dining upon the scraps of forage
left behind. Rig a live perch, hang on and
have a big net=

— Tony Garitta
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Lake Norman Ventures

STRIPED BASS
HOT AT RUSSELL

Guide Wendell Wilson said Lake
Russell is full of stripers weighing
up to 20 pounds or slightly heavier.

Most of August fishery is at either end of big reservoir

ugust is a prime time to catch
a trophy striped bass in South
Carolina’s Lake Russell, and find-

ing them is pretty simple, according to
guide Wendell Wilson of Elberton, Ga. —
go north or go south.

“The reason | like to target big stripers
in August is because the fish are concen-
trated in two areas: the Hartwell Dam
tailrace at the upper end of the lake or
the deeper water down near the Russell
Dam at the lower end,"Wilson said.

"If you go up the lake near Hartwell

Dam, the best way to target the stripers is
pulling planer boards with large herring,
gizzard shad or trout. If you fish down
near Russell Dam, you can use down lines,
fishing live blueback herring down in the
thermocline, usually about 30 feet deep!

The thing that makes striper fishing
unigue on Lake Russell in August, he said,
is that it is not a place to come and catch
a cooler full of fish; the limit is two fish
per day per angler.

“Russell is a place to come and catch
some larger fish. We throw back the




smaller ones;’ said Wilson
(706-283-3336)."l am amazed
at how many people still don't
realize that the limit on Rus-
sell is only two fish, even with
signs up around the lake. It's
really kind of shocking that a
lot of people think the limit

on Russell is the same as on
Clarks Hill and Hartwell, where
itis 10.If you want a numbers
of stripers, go right below Rus-
sell Dam. You can catch plenty
of them there!

On Russell, he explained, an
angler can keep one fish over
34 inches or two fish under
34 inches. But chances are
good at catching a good-sized
striper, he added.

“Right now in Russell, we
seem to have a pretty good
crop of stripers that weigh
in the teens into the low
20-pound range,"Wilson said.
“This also seems to be a ban-
ner year for hybrids. They don't
stock hybrids in Russell, but
they come into the lake dur-
ing the pump-back operation
at Russell Dam from Clarks Hill
Lake. Hybrids are not plentiful,
but we caught one in June
that weighed 6 pounds, which
is good size for a hybrid”

Several things are essential
when fishing for Russell’s strip-
ers, Wilson said. First, you need
good tackle; make sure the
line is not frayed and the hook
is in good shape.

"We've lost them just about
every way you can lose them,
and you do have the sub-
merged trees to worry about,’
he said."It's not a good com-
bination when you have a fish
that will pull line and you have
all those trees it can get into!

The good bite for big stripers
lasts into the middle of Sep-
tember when the water starts
cooling slightly.

“Once we start getting longer
nights and cooler mornings
the fish start scattering out,’
Wilson said. =

— Pat Robertson

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Better quality flounder can be
caught during the peak of summer
heat in the cooler, deeper waters

around nearshore reefs off Garden
City Beach, S.C.

ince July 1, South Carolina anglers have

had to abide by a new set of flounder

regulations: a 15-inch size minimum.
While estuaries are packed with flounder in the
dead of summer, the typical inshore flounder
will be hovering around that minimum size.

Anglers looking to consistently catch the big-
ger, doormat flounder should head to the ocean.
The waters just off Garden City Beach are ideal
for oversized flounder, packed with prime floun-
der habitat, including nearshore reefs.

J Baisch of Fishful Thinking Guide Service will
take full advantage of the nearshore reefs for his
summer flounder seekers because they can be
real hot spots when much of the rest of the area
is boiling over.

"Our reefs provide deeper water and plenty
of good structure, said Baisch (843-902-0356).
"These flounder in the ocean will be more
abundant around the very established struc-
ture, with old growth and a debiris field precipi-
tated from storms!

Flounder are ambush predators, and the old
structure on the sea floor provides baitfish and
shrimp a real false sense of security. Unlike the

SC FLOUNDER

set up on nearshore reefs, structure

inshore estuaries where submerged vegetation,
oyster reefs and man-made features are abundant,
the ocean bottom appears as a baron wasteland
except in places around natural rock outcrops and
man-made reefs. In places where vertical structure
is rare, the baitfish, shrimp and crabs gravitate to
these aquatic jungle gyms for protection. Plus, the
nearshore ocean waters remain cooler down deep.

Baisch likes to position his boat where he can
fish a full 360 degrees around the structure.

“The flounder are structure-oriented, and | like
to position the boat right on top of the struc-
ture and cast away to fish all the sand around
the structure! he said.

Live finger mullet and mud minnows are ideal
baits. Baisch will use both a Carolina rig and a
jighead.

"I like to use 12 to 16 inches of leader on
my Carolina rig to a octopus circle hook or a
mosquito hook. And for my jighead method,
it's hard to beat a V>-ounce stand-up style so
it stands up on its own. | get better hook ups
when the hook is standing on its own, he said. =

— Jeff Burleson

Harris Bass up next >
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HARRIS BASS
DON’T MIND
HOT WEATHER

Patches of grass, deep
structure hold plenty
of big largemouths

hile the 16-to 20-inch slot
limit on North Carolina’s
Shearon Harris Lake may be

an obstacle for some tournament anglers,
it is a boon for the casual angler.

“There are plenty of bass within the slot
limit for anglers to catch and release;
said Joel Munday of Outdoor Expeditions
Guide Service."I'm speaking of fish 3
pounds and up!

For the trophy bass hunter at Harris,
Munday said the bigger fish usually come
from the remaining patches of hydrilla.

“At one time, Harris was inundated with
hydrilla said Munday (919-669-2959).
“Now, most of the grass has been killed
off. The patches that are left will be at full
growth in August!

Munday said most locals probe the
hydrilla with plastics and spinnerbaits for
a big bite.

Offshore structure in the form of points
and humps, some of which feature short,
standing timber, holds large numbers of
quality bass. Most are situated in 12 to 14

feet of water on the main body of the lake.

A submerged railroad trestle is a produc-
tive community hot spot.

Carolina rigs with big, green pumpkin
worms and deep-diving crankbaits with
chartreuse backs account for plenty of
bass on these places.

Munday always has a rod pre-rigged
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with a Fluke-type plastic or a Pop-R lure
for surface action.

“Short bursts of fish crashing shad on
top can occur any time during the day,’
he said."The activity ends quickly, so you
have to be ready to cast into the feeding
fish!

The schools of feeding fish include white
perch and largemouth bass mingled
together in a brief frenzy. For better or
worse, white perch are the newest species
to take up residence in Shearon Harris.

"White perch can save the day on those
rare occasions when the bass aren't biting,’
said Munday.

Hydrilla isn't the only growth in Harris.
Unfortunately, black mat algae has taken
hold in the Buckhorn Branch and other
areas of the lake. The algae not only
smells, but its clingy nature kills the action

Hot weather doesn’t slow down the
bass bite on Shearon Harris Lake,
rated as one of the nation’s best.

of lures and requires being removed by
hand.

“It's a nuisance to fishermen, but the
fish don't seem to mind it,"said Munday.
"Schools of bass have been observed
swimming above it

After back-to-back weekends in 2017 fea-
turing 5-fish, 40-pound catches, followed
by BASSMASTER magazine ranking Harris
as the fourth-best lake in the country and
the top lake in the southeast, Harris, at
only 4,100 acres, has experienced intense
fishing pressure.

Holleman's Landing and Cross Point, the
lake's only two public landings, draw over-
flow traffic on weekends despite recent
renovations.

“If at all possible, fish Harris during the
week,"Munday said. =

— Tony Garitta

Joel Munday



RED HOT,
RED HOT
REDFISH

With “missing” shrimp showing up,
SCinshore reds are on the prowl again

ith deer season cranking up in South Carolina’s
WLowcountry in mid-August, many outdoorsmen

are trading in their fishing rods for a shot at a velvet
buck, but for those who stay on the water, they're in for some hot
redfish action that many anglers overlook.

Guide Rob Bennett of Lowcountry Inshore Charters said with a
shortage of shrimp for most of this year, this August should be
even better than most as the late shrimp finally flood into the
creeks and inlets around Charleston, John's Island and other areas
along the state’s southern coast.

“Menhaden and mud minnows are the predominant baitfish
throughout much of the summer, especially this year because
of the unusually low shrimp numbers. But now that the shrimp
are showing up, the redfish bite really gets hot. It's probably my
favorite month to fish for them, despite the heat, said Bennett
(843-367-3777).

Bennett suggests hooking a live shrimp on a 1/0 Kahle hook
under a popping cork with a 2-foot leader of 30-pound fluoro-
carbon, then casting it around oyster beds. He said it's especially
effective on the incoming tide. He uses 7-foot,medium to
medium-light spinning rods with 2000 to 3000 class reels.

With plenty of oyster shells in these areas, Bennett said anglers
can narrow down some of the best spots by keeping one thing in
mind. As the tide starts to come in, he said finding an inlet with a
long, sandy bank, then focusing on the first set of oysters you see
is a good bet. But don't get too close to these oysters. As the tide
comes in, the redfish will flock to these shelly areas, and they can
be a little wary.

“| like to anchor down about 30 feet away from that first set of
oysters after the sandy bank and cast to the shells. You can let
your cork float along, then pop it back toward the boat as you
reel"he said.”And as the tide comes in, you can change your
depth quickly if you're using a clip-on popping cork instead of
a fixed one. Once the bite turns on, you're not going to want to
waste time re-tying just to adjust your depth!

While the bite is hot, Bennett said many of these fish are in the
lower range of the slot, so he advises anglers looking to take a
fish or two home for dinner shouldn't put the first keeper in the
box. With patience, anglers can take home some upper-slot sized
fish as long as their limit isn't already on ice. =

— Brian Cope

Kerr Lake up next >

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Upper-slot and even over-slot redfish will be
a distinct possibility this month in inshore
waters around Charleston and John's Island.
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Fish musse

ummer does not have to mean a

decline in fishing potential — espe-

cially for blue catfish. According
to guide Wes Jordan of Creedmoor, N.C,
blues will be actively feeding throughout
Kerr Lake, aka Buggs Island, but their
depth range will run the gamut, and an
angler wanting to load up will have to
cover the water column.

Jordan (919-619-5753), who runs Red-
beard Cats Guide Service, follows a couple
of patterns for late-summer blues. The first
centers around mussel beds on main-lake
points — found in the highest concentra-
tion on the lower end of Kerr's 50,000
acres and easily detectable by hard sonar
returns. The second keys on large schools
of baitfish that can also be spotted via
sonar or the naked eye in the early morn-
ings or evenings when they are nearest
the surface. The good news is that with
enough rods, he can target both at the

Carolina Sportsman | August 2018

beds or baitfish schools for best hot-weather action on b

same time.

"You can catch fish on a slip bobber 5
feet under the surface or on the bottom in
40 feet, Jordan said. "'l start fishing in 30
to 40 feet, following the contours around
main lake points as | troll at a Y2 to 1 mile
per hour and push up on the point if I'm
catching fish on the shallow end. You can
catch fish in shallow water, but they're not
going to be far from deep water. Most big
cats are going to be somewhere where
they can get relief from the heat and then
come up at certain times to feed”

Jordan starts testing the depths at
around 10 feet with one of three slip bob-
bers running straight out from the back
of the boat, while the other two are set at
15 and 20 feet deep. Next, he casts a pair
of traditional Santee rigs with a 1%-to
2-ounce slinky weight to drag bottom. On
either side of the boat, he deploys one or
two planer boards with the Santee rigs.

Blue catfish on North Carolina’s Kerr
Lake will be close to food in August:
either mussels or baitfish schools.

Wes Jordan

ues

If more fish are hitting the slip bobbers,
he uses the board to act as a float, and
clips the line to suspend the bait below
it. Up front, he hangs four downlines with
Carolina rigs and 3-ounce egg sinkers,
suspended between 20 and 25 feet.

Jordan’s cut bait choice leads off with
white perch — because of how easy
they are to catch with a Sabiki rig. Giz-
zard shad are a close second. Jordan also
keeps a number of small perch as live
bait, suspending them on slip bobbers
to pull through bait schools. He hooks
them through the jaw with a 7/0 circle
hook instead of the 10/0 he uses with cut
bait. To increase hookups, he adds a trailer
J-hook, tied from the eye of the initial
hook and pierced below the dorsal fin. =

— Dusty Wilson
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