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For more information, go to AvengerBuyBoclts.com
or call 843-538-6604

or like us on Facebook at Avenger Bay Boats

for the latest available information.
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From The
Back Water

To The
Blue Water

For more information, go to
PioneerBoats.com

or call

843-538-6604

or like us on

Facebook at Pioneer Boats
for the latest available information.
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For more information, go to
BullsBayBoats.com
or call

or like us on
Facebook at Bulls Bay Boats

for the latest available information.
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BOAT SHOW!

Kerr Scott Building
atthe NC State Fairgrounds Raleigh, NC
March 9th - 11th

Friday & Saturday 10am - 7pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

at this « FREE Admission

« Center Console, Runabouts,
deck boats, bass boats
Waverunners all under one roof!

« Financing Specialist on site
* MANUFACTURER INCENTIVES
* Special Interest Rates

+ Used Boats also available!

SouthBAY _ Z J)YAMAHA

919-775-7259

sanford, NC chatleeboats.com
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Jump-start your
turkey season

Volume 25 | Number 3 | March 2018

FEATURES:
1 & Running the slab spawn oo

Much like rurmmg the tide to stay in productive waters,
this guide on Kerr Reservoir tries to stay one step ahead
of the crappie spawn — one giant step.

~>>By Dan Kibler

2 <3 Crappie on a different plane
Planer boards allow fishermen to slow troll their baits and
lures in extremely shallow water as prespawn slabs move
toward the bank. Here's how to set up for this technique.
~>>By Dusty Wilson

2 &, Jump-start your turkey season ()

Early season gobblers provide hunters with plenty of
opportunities, but they also pose some problems. Two of
the Carolinas'best turkey hunters discuss ways to make
the days that kick off the spring season productive.

~>>By Terry Madewell

<341 Sack Santee’s spring slabs

The spawn may be at hand, but one Santee Cooper guide
said deeper water may be the ticket to some of the best
crappie fishing of the year.

~>>By Terry Madewell

2.0 The jig is up. But which one?

Crappie fishermen have dozens of styles of jigs from
which to choose. Learn when and where to tie one on,
and which styles match which fishing situations.

~~>By Phillip Gentry
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FISHING HOTSPOTS

Crappieona
different plane

217 Spring thaw
The emergence of crabs puts Grand Strand’s spring redfish
on the prowl. Here's how to put a claw on them.

=By Jeff Burleson

= < Wilmington’s mixed bag

Three rivers around this North Carolina port city hold plenty
of fish, and fishing pressure is relatively light. Try these tips
and add some new water to your fishing resume.

=By Jerry Dilsaver

©@ Saluda River rainbows
92 NCoyster reds 100 Southern NC reds
©2 Badin Lake bass 7 © 7 SC reef sheepshead
94 Lake Russell crappie 7 ©2 Roanoke River shad
96 SCwahoos 104 Lake Murray stripers
©@ Fontana Lake smallies

©2 (eorgetown reds




THE SOUTH'S LARGEST JON BOAT DEALER

AK M-Callum.com

1-800-682-2628 for FREE 2018 Catalog
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_ cirase | OUTBOARDS
$20.299.00 0 i ol 2 5t0 115 HP
G X ' )
%% Puwergd’hy an F70 4 stroke Yamaha, spray in liner, Minn Kota foot control, SGFS. ma'g WhB_EIS
12'to 18 The best Value of an Alwelded Boat Anywhere gmg:"#ﬂ{w;!"écﬁ 3[52’][]5"23‘;]3‘““‘ alum tlr, includes batteries, frt & rigging. $ 22':4"”.;'6?00 I N ST 0 c K !
New for 2018 Alumacraft Prowler 165 ARRIVING SOON New For 2018!

NEW 1856 #4WELD 1856 Tiller Tunnel Boat

COMMERCIAL BOATS, INC. Rated 50hp
I

30 Mvedr | .100 gauge,
. . odels Alum floor,
16ft All welded hull with Carpet, 4 DIx seats, live 7 . . .
well, depth finder & foot control trolling motor. AK’s Price In Stock lights, liner,

Powered by Yamaha F25LC four stroke w/ tilt & trim. $ 1 3 699 oo ‘e Pri trolling mtr
Includes 2 batteries, rigging and galv. drive on trlr. ’ ° AK’s Price 9

Powered by a F70 Yamaha, Load Rite galv. trailer, 55699.00 ‘Tv?rl::;?nd
Mvi64g NcS 2018 Model battery box and rigging % Price

Rated 35 HP has camo hull with two
ate ult with tw $1 7600 91 SPORTSMAN

camo seats, and more.
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LOWE BIG JON 2018 Models s Pri NEW LITEWEIGHT
DOUBLEWIDE ; $9'299.00 | Lwwi= WL LOR ok L
AMERICA'S MosT PopuLar Jons JUSTArrived 9, 299 00 ot JUMPERS
Model 1040 Model 1240
ALWELD 1643 Flat Length 10° Length 12
°°M“"E“°"‘LE°‘”S INC- rsh hottom width 40" bottom width 40"
2016 Beam 57" Beam 57"
Reg. $3,599.00 Figtoeg:lﬂl;g }.IIVeigI:.t 875Lh meigl:} 1[1150|h|ls
' 14itFlat.$2149  16ft Flat. $2399 | AK's Closeour flum for ight e e P
Soare 14ftMV.$2249 16ft MV.$2499 53’1 49.00 mountand wiring. $749.00 $999.00
reapmre> GALVANIZED A Price Road King Galvanized % ﬂgg; bAo'L't“VED'
BOAT TRAILERS $849.00 For 18ft to 20ft pontoon, 2700Ib capacity.
600LB. CAP. ="~ Model 1436LT 14t Rated 151p Length 16°
8-12ft starting at 5659.00 : e Py "
2016 Models  12ft Model 799.00 AK'’s Price Beam 70
700LB. CAP 1214’ $699.00 s'l 899.00 HP ratin
% 1000LB. CAP 14-15" $749.00 I ° 15 h g AK's Price
1000LB CAP 1516’ $849.00 20-24' tandem galv. trailer $2,599.00 p- s2,699.00
5 MODELS IN STOCK SPECIAL CAMO T | NEWFOR 2018
DUCK HUNTERS TOP CHOICE! | PURCHASE CORDURA CHECK TI-!\!ELEQ,H,I' 1436 SS MODEL
FOId Down covered i“ heavy dUtv 'COMMERCIAL BOATS, INC.
Bench Seat vinyl camo w/black trim o
REG. $299.00 34" wide 31" tall 11" deep .080 gauge
AK’s Price s Forward Ped plate
STARTING AT $489.00 48" LONG $189.00 AK’s Price *399.00 | c5..41,599.00

MV 1546 DD

A.K. VICCALLUM CO.

715 Ramsey St., Fayetteville, NC Fls\é:ﬁg ?EgKLE
15t all welded hull w/20hp rope 1-800-682-2628 “\_DEPARTMENT

start Yamaha 4 stroke. 12001b cap.
Load Rite DLX trailer. Boat features AK’ S Pnce
floor and ped plates. s ’

www.akmccallum.com
Mon. - Fri. 8am - 5pm e Sat. 8am - Tpm

www.CarolinaSportsman.com March 2018 | Carolina Sportsman



OUTDOORS UPDATE:

It’s show time in
the Carolinas

SC anglers boat two
enormous black drum

NC schedules seminars
for turkey hunters

COLUMNS:

Sound & Sea By Brian Cope
Lunker Lines sy avy tite

Greener Pastures
By Jeff Burleson

Small Craft Advisory

By Phillip Gentry

Cooking on the Wild Side

By Capt. Jerry Dilsaver

Sticks and Strings

By Sammy Romano
Santee S"inger By Terry Madewell

Head for the Mountains
By Robert Satterwhite
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ON THE COVER:

Turkey season gets cranked up in mid-March in South Carolina. In
North Carolina, crappie fishermen have plenty to be thankful for.
Turkey photo by Brian Carroll. Crappie photo by Brian Cope.

DEPARTMENTS:

New Products

Hunting /Fishing Scrapbook
NC Fishing Regulations

SC Fishing Regulations
Astro Tables

NC Tide Guide

SCTide Guide

Classifieds

Advertiser Index
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pan Kibler

Dan Kibler is managing editor
of Carolina Sportsman magazine.
Ifevery fish were a redfish

and every big-game animal a
wild turkey, he wouldn't ever
complain. .

T o Al

IT'S SHOWTIME,
AGAIN!

DIXIE DEER CLASSIC,
PALMETTO SPORTSMEN'S

CLASSIC ON TAP IN MARCH

Rick Small

ack about 15 or 20 years ago, an
enormous hulk of a man, Paul
Wight, showed up on televised
wrestling shows. Wight, born in
Aiken, S.C, standing 7-foot and weighing
380 pounds, started out with the WCW
crowd billed as “the Giant"When WCW dis-
appeared and WWE came to the forefront,
Wright was billed as“The Big Show

Wight proabably won't be in the Caro-
linas this month, but March is clearly the
month of “the big show!”

The Carolinas'two biggest outdoors
shows arrive this month: the Dixie Deer
Classic in Raleigh, N.C,, and the Palmetto
Sportsmen’s Classic in Columbia, S.C.

These shows are big enough to fill the
respective states'fairgrounds in multiple
buildings and with outdoor exhibits, and
they draw tens of thousands of customers
to hear seminar speakers, tour hundreds
of exhibitors'booths.

The Dixie Deer Classic hits first, March
2-4. Celebrity names include Lee and Tif-
fany Lakosky from “The Crush”television,
Michael Waddell of “The Bone Collector”
and Kyle Lamb of Vikings Tactics.

Seminars will include pond
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management, turkey
hunting, coyote trap-
ping, decoy carving,
turkey call-making and
use. In addition, a kid's
scavenger hunt will

be held all three days,
along wit, the popular
Dock Dogs competition
and the NWTF's Tarheel
Open turkey calling
contest.

Hoursare 11 am-8
p.m. on March 2,9
a.m.-7 p.m.on March
3and 9am.-5pm.on
March 4.

The Palmetto Sportsmen’s Classic is
scheduled for March 23-25. Hours are
noon-8 p.m. on March 23,9 am.-7 p.m.on
March 24 and 11 a.m.-6 p.m. on March 25.

Features will include the Extreme Raptor
Show, a catch-and-release fishing pond,
deer-antler scoring, and weigh-ins for the
South Carolina Youth Bass Fishing Cham-
pionship. Seminar speakers will include
Joey Mines of the “Outdoors With Joey
Mines”television show. =

Mitch Simmons of Lake Waccamaw, N.C, had a good day duck hunting in
Columbus County, N.C., on Dec. 23. His black lab, Ace, retrieved this nice brace of
wood ducks. The photo was posted on www.carolinasportsman.com on Jan. 2.

SOUTH CAROLINA
HUNTER WINS
BAG-A-BUCK PRIZE

Jay Garner of Murrells Inlet, S.C, wasn't sure
about killing the 8-point buck that stepped
outin front of him in a Horry County pea-
nut field the afternoon of Sept. 17, 2017.

“He was a little too nice to pass up, but he
wasn't nice enough to mount,’ said Garner,
who finally decided to drill the buck at 100



yards with his .300 Blackout, a wildcat hed
built himself.

The buck dropped on the spot.

A couple of days later, Garner entered the
buck in Carolina Sportsman’s Bag-A-Buck
contest, and in late January, his entry was

Jay Garner of Murrells Inlet, S.C., was the
grand-prize winner in Carolina Sportsman’s
Bag-A-Buck contest.

chosen from among 242 deer entered in the
4'2-month contest as the grand prize winner.

Garner will receive a free, three-year sub-
scription to Carolina Sportsman, a $50 gift
certificate to the online Outdoor Store at
www.carolinasportsman.com, and a two-
day, deer-hog combination hunt for two
people at Cherokee Run Hunting Lodge in
Chesterfield, S.C

‘I was sitting on the ground — | hunt on
the ground a lot — watching this peanut
field" he said."There were a bunch of does
in the field, and he came out right at sun-
down, and he ran those does around.

“I think I had a couple of (trail-cam) pic-
tures of him. I was thinking, 'l should shoot
that deer”

Garner killed two more nice deer after
the contest-winning buck, including a 140-
inch 8-pointer he took on Nov. 11. =

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

SC TURKEY

SEASON

COULD BE

‘CONFOUNDING’

outh Carolina hunters will
take to the woods this
month for a season that
Charles Ruth, the deer and
turkey project leader for the S.C.
Department of Natural Resources,
is concerned about; statistics from
past years appear to be in conflict.

“We've got some confounding
things going on,"Ruth said."The
past two years, with our new sea-
son dates, our harvest has been up
24 percent, when it had fallen by
about 35 to 40 percent since the
record harvest in 2002.

“But our reproduction has gener-
ally been poor, even though we
had a little uptick over the past two
years. It's not where it used to be!

South Carolina’s season opens
March 20 on private land and April
2 on public land, closing May 5
statewide.

Ruth said hunters are taking
advantage of the extended season
dates; hunter effort is up 27 per-
cent, he said, more than making up
for the lowering of the season limit
from five to three gobblers. He fears
the increased effort and increased
harvest may negatively affect tur-
key numbers.

“The problem is, there can be
mixed signals,"he said. “More hunter
effort can drive the harvest to a
point where the whole thing can
come crumbling down!' =

South Carolina’s turkey season opens
March 20 on private land and April 2
on public lands, closing May 5.

Dan Kibler

dank@«carolinasportsman.com

Allimages will be considered, but those taken on the water or in the woods will have the best chance of being featured.

*Digital images must be sent in jpeg format. High-resolution images (taken on your camera’s highest seffing) will work
the best. All images (physical and digital) become property of Carolina Sportsman and cannot be returned.
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BLACK DRUM
BONANZA!

Web editor Brian Cope of Edisto
Beach, S.C., posted this story on
www.carolinasportsman.com on
Dec. 22, 2017.

Adam Kirby, the chef and co-owner
of Bistro 217 and The Rustic Table,
two restaurants in Pawleys Island,
S.C, enjoys preparing seafood dishes
for his customers, but he does more
than just cook fish. He loves to catch
them.

While fishing near Georgetown,
S.C, on Dec. 18, he caught a black
drum that broke the 100-pound
mark, which would have made him
ever-so-briefly the state record for
the species, if not for South Carolina
regulation requiring the release of
any black drum that outside the slot
limit, which is 14 and 27 inches.

The state record, an 89-pounder
caught near Port Royal in 1978, has
an asterisk beside it in the record
book, a mark placed next to any
species now regulated by a slot
limit, meaning the record cannot be
broken as long as the slot remains.

Kirby doesn't know the precise
weight of his black drum, because

it bottomed out the 60-pound
Boga Grip he used to weigh it, but
by using the length-girth-mea-
surement formula used by fisheries
biologists and S.C. Department of
Natural Resources, the fish weighed
110 pounds.

Even if Kirby's fish had become
the state record, his friend and fish-
ing partner Alistair Bremner would
have toppled that when he caught
a bigger black drum less than an
hour later. Using the same formula,
Bremner's fish —53 inches long and
43 inches in girth — would have
tipped the scales at 122 pounds.
That would have surpassed the
world record of 113 pounds, caught
in Delaware Bay in 1975.

Both fish were released, and while
the state and world weight-class
records will go unchanged, Bremner
still has a chance at the International
Game Fishing Association world
record for the species'length. Kirby,
Bremner, and Jim Maass, who was
also on the trip, took a video of them
measuring the fish, and they've filled
out the initial forms with IGFA.

Allistar Bremner (right) caught this 53-inch red drum near Georgetown, S.C., on Dec. 18.
The fish would likely have been a state and world record, but South Carolina regulations
required it to be released because black drum are managed with a 14- to 27-inch slot
limit. Adam Kirby (left) caught a fish almost as big an hour earlier.
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SCDNR SETS
ANTLER-SCORING
SESSIONS FOR 18

The S.C. Department of Natural Resources has
scheduled scoring sessions for whitetail deer
across the Palmetto State this month.

The SCDNR scores racks every March and
adds more animals to the state’s all-time record
book. Minimum scores for state-record list-
ing are 125 points for typical animals and 145
points for non-typicals — scored according to
the Boone and Crockett Club's system.

The record book currently lists 6,717 typical
racks and 278 non-typicals.

Hunters must provide documentation, such
as the date and county of kill, and they must
sign a“fair chase” statement. Antlers in velvet,
broken and repaired — or antlers separated
from the skull plate — cannot be measured.

Here is a list of this month’s scoring sessions:

March 1: Greenville, Cabela’s, 1025 Woodruff
Rd. Suite H101, 2-8 p.m. 864-516-8100.

March 2: Bath, Wilson's Taxidermy, 158 Vic-
tory Lane, 830 am. -5 p.m., 803-593-3357.

March 6: Anderson, Academy Sports, 3423
Clemson Blvd,, 2-8 p.m., 864-261-2400.

March 8: 2-8 p.m,, Pickens, Durham’s Grocery,
3210 Walhalla Hwy., Six Mile, (864) 868-2070.

March 9: Gilbert, Price’s Country Store, 540
Peach Festival Rd,, 1-5 p.m., 803-892-2457.

March 13: Greenwood, Hunter’s Headquar-
ters, 1845 Calhoun Rd,, 2-7 p.m., 864-223-1911.

March 14: Bonneau, Dennis Wildlife Center,
305 Black Oak Rd., 9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., 843-825-
3387. Please all ahead.

March 23-25: Columbia, Palmetto Sports-
men’s Classic, State Fairgrounds, 12-8 p.m.
March 23,9 a.m.-6 p.m. March 24, 1:30-6 p.m.
March 25, 803-734-3886.

Deer can be scored at these regional SCONR
locations, by appointment only.

Camden: DNR Office, 632 West Dekalb St.
Room 211, 843-309-5165.

Clemson: DNR Office, 311 Natural Resources
Dr, 864-654-1671 (ext. 16).

Columbia: DNR office, 1000 Assembly St,,
803-734-8738.

Florence: DNR office, 295 S. Evander Dr,, 843-
661-4768.

Union: DNR Office, 124 Wildlife Drive, Union,
864-427-5140.=
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TURKEY 101:
NC SEMINARS

Turkey hunters in North Carolina
can attend free seminars
around the state in March.

Dan Kibler
Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

The N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission
and National Wild Turkey Federation are
offering 11 free turkey hunting seminars
in March.

The seminars are open on a first-come,
first-served basis. Participants 16 and
under need parental permission to attend.
Registration online at www.ncwildlife.org/
Learning/Skills-Based-Seminars.

Topics will include biology, hunting
tactics, calls, decoys, firearms, ammo
selection, camouflage clothing, turkey
processing and cooking technigues. Semi-
nars begin at 6 p.m.and end at 9 p.m.

Dates and locations are:

* March 1: N.C. State University, SAS 2203

Auditorium, 2311 Stinson Dr,, Raleigh

27607

« March 6: Brunswick County Extension
Center, Building N, 25 Referendum Dr,
Bolivia, 28422

* March 7: Craven County Extension Cen-
ter, 300 Industrial Dr, New Bern, 28562

» March 8: Onslow County Extension
Center, 4024 Richlands Hwy., Jackson-
ville, 28540

« March 13: Bass Pro Shops, 8181 Con-
cord Mills Blvd., Concord, 28027

» March 14: Cumberland County Exten-
sion Center, 301 East Mountain Dr,, Fay-
etteville, 28306

» March 20: Mountain Horticulture Crops
Research and Extension Center, 455
Research Dr,, Mills River,. 28759

» March 21: Haywood Community Col-
lege,185 Freedlander Dr,, Clyde, 28721

» March 27: Burke County Extension Cen-
ter, 130 Ammons Dr,, Morganton 28655

» March 28: Forsyth County Extension
Center, 1450 Fairchild Rd., Winston-
Salem, 27105

» March 29: Guilford County Extension
Center, 3309 Burlington Rd., Greensboro,.
27405
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altwater fishermen often run

the tide, moving from spot to

spot in a bay or coastal creek to
take advantage of a certain water depth
where fish are biting.

On Kerr Reservoir, guide Chris Bullock
runs the spawn — the crappie spawn. He
can get several weeks of top-drawer, pre-
spawn fishing for slab crappie in March
because he knows where they’ll spawn
first, where they’ll spawn next, and when
they’ll be thinking mostly about feeding
before they spawn.

Bullock, a native of Fountain, N.C.,
who runs Kerr Crappie and Cats Guide
Service, knows that crappie are at their
fattest in the days before they head to
the shallows to spawn, and he keys on
the movement of fish in different areas
of Kerr Lake, aka Buggs Island, to make
sure he’s on them at the right time.

“The spawn starts up around Clarksville
(Va.), and it progresses downstream,’
Bullock said. “They spawn first up there;
they work their way down. When the
water temperature gets to about 52
degrees, theyre raring to go.”

What Bullock keys on are brush piles

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

along the channels in creeks up and down
the 49,500-acre reservoir along the North
Carolina-Virginia border. When he can
find slabs around brush in 8 to 12 feet of
water in the creeks, he knows the spawn
hasn't arrived, and he knows they’ll be
biting. When fish leave the brush, he said
they head for shallow, spawning flats, and
the move can be so fast that fish are here
today, gone tomorrow.

One windy, cloudy March day in 2016,
Bullock was scouting for a paid guide
trip for crappie the next day, having
spent several days in a row guiding
fishermen who were targeting Kerr’s
trophy blue catfish. He spent several
hours locating schools of slabs hang-
ing on brush in a creek near the lake’s
Ivy Hill landing, and once he knew they
were there, he visited other creeks to see
if they were on similar cover, in similar
areas.

The next day, his two clients, fishermen
from Richmond, Va., carried home 106
crappie, none shorter than 9 inches and
the biggest 20 ranging from 13% to 16%
inches long — true slabs.



Much like running the tide to stay in productive waters,
this quide on Kerr Reservoir fries to stay one step ahead
of the crappie spawn — one giant step.
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Running the slab spawn

his time of year scares me, because they’ll

be getting off the brush and going to the

backs of the creeks,” he said. “Ilove to catch

’em when they're offshore, when they’re

active. That’s when you can catch lots of
them in each place, but it doesn't take ’em long to go from
brush to where theyre gonna spawn. Maybe they can make it
in one day. They can be halfway out one day, in the back of the
creek the next.

“If you can catch ’em before they move, they'll be feeding up”

Bullock looks for brush piles — either ones he’s sunk himself
or others he’s found with his electronics — midway back in
major creeks in 8 to 12 feet of water. He loves to find brush
that tops out just 3 or 4 feet from the surface; if his electronics
shows fish, he'll back off the length of a good cast and have at it
with tiny, soft-plastic artificials.

He'll fish 7-foot, light-action Lew’s Wally Marshall spinning
rods mated with Daiwa Sweepfire 2500 reels spooled with
6-pound Suffix monofilament in hi-vis yellow. He ties on %-
ounce jigheads and threads on Bobby Garland Baby Shad in
green; he'll have several green/white %-ounce bucktails tied on.

Bullock determines how deep he wants to fish — usually right

at the level where crappie are hold-
ing or a foot or two above — and
when he casts his jigs to the
brush, he'll count them down
to the right depth, one
second per foot, before
closing the bail on his reel
and starting a very slow
retrieve, maybe one turn
of the reel handle every
three seconds.
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DESTINATION
INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — Kerr Lake,

aka Buggs Island, lies along the North Carolina-Virginia bor-
der. US 58 roughly parallels the northern side of the lake, I-85
runs north-south east of the lake, and NC 39 and US 15 offer
access to different areas. Dozens of public boat landings
surround the lake. www kerrlakeguide.com/boat-ramps-
camping-picnic-areas.

WHEN TO GO — Crappie spawn when the water tempera-
ture reaches the high 50s, normally in mid- to late March.
Good fishing will begin in late February and last into April.
When the water temperature gets into the 60s, crappie
move back to deeper water.

BEST TECHNIQUES — Cast grubs and jigs to crappie hold-
ing on brush piles in 8 to 14 feet of water midway back in
the creeks until the water temperature reaches the mid-50s
and sends those fish to spawning grounds in the backs of
creeks, where anglers turn to tight-lining vertically with jigs
or jigs tipped with minnows. Use light-action tackle and
6-pound test line.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES — Chris Bullock, Kerr Crappie and
Cats Guide Service, 252-902-4039, www.kerrcrappieandcats.
com. See also Guides and Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS — Henderson-Vance County
Chamber of Commerce, 252-438-8414, www.henderson-
vance.org.

MAPS — GMCO Maps, 888-420-
6277, www.gmcomaps.com.

Guide Chris Bullock said
crappie are most active
and willing to bite in the
days just before they
head shallow to begin
spawning.

This time of year scares
me, because they'll be getting
off the brush and going to the

backs of the creeks.
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Running the slab spawn

he catches a fish on his first half-dozen casts,

he’ll spend more time on the brush pile, often

putting a dozen or more fish in the boat. If his

first casts aren’t productive, he might move

right over the brush and fish his jigs almost ver-
tically for fish that may not be quite as active. When he jigs ver-
tically, he likes to move his knot to the side of the line-tie that
faces the jig’s hook to keep the grub in line. If vertical jigging
doesn’t work, he'll move to his next brush pile; he has around
3,000 of them marked as waypoints on his depth finder.

If Bullock finds crappie around brush in the Clarksville area,
he’ll move down the lake and fish brush in creeks between there
and the dam, knowing fish in those areas will not likely have
gone to the backs of creeks to spawn. But if he finds crappie on
brush, say, in the Ivy Hill area, he can't be sure they’ll be on brush
around Clarksville; they might have already moved shallow.

“Just because you can catch fish on brush down the lake
doesn’t mean you can go up the lake and still catch ‘em on
brush;” he said.

If Bullock can't find prespawn fish, he’ll head to the backs of
creeks and fish places he recognizes as spawning flats with
amultiple-rod setup, tight-lining or “pushing” tiny jigs, often
tipped with minnows. He fishes multiple Capps/Coleman rods
from 6 to 18 feet long, arranging them around the bow of his
boat in rod-holders, tying a 34-ounce trolling weight to 10-pound
mono, then dropping down a 2-foot leader of 6-pound mono and
ajighead.

“Once in a while, I'll troll a Capps/Coleman double-minnow
rig, or I'll maybe tip a jig with a minnow,” Bullock said. “T want
to push at about .3 to .5 mph. If I'm in 6 feet of water, I want to
be fishing 3 to 4 feet deep; If 'm in 8 feet of water, I want to be

fishing 5 or 6 feet deep.
“Most of the channels are silted in in the

backs of the creeks, but they've still

got stumps back there. They'll

spawn on stumps from 3
to 8 feet deep; some

will go to the

bank,
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Dan Kibler

Brush piles and crappie will show up on
good depth-finding equipment.

but very few. If the water’s up, they’ll get on the bank if there’s
brush there. If the water isn’t stable, Mother Nature tells them
not to go up there if they want to stay wet.’

Bullock tight-lines until the water temperature reaches 55
degrees. When it heads into the upper 50s and toward 60, he’ll
long-line troll out the stern of his boat at .8 to 1.5 mph to find
scattered fish with Yie- and Y2-ounce jigs.

“When I'm long-lining, I like to pull Road Runners, all dif-
ferent colors,” he said. “In an hour or two, you can figure out
which color they want best and switch over. I'll tip them with a
minnow; you can catch ‘em just on a Road Runner, but I think

they’ll hold the bait longer if
it’s tipped with a minnow.'s Dan Kibler of
Winston-Salem, N.C.
is managing editor of
Carolina Sportsman.
He has been covering
outdoors issues full-
time since 1985.
When he’s vertically jigging over brush, Chris
Bullock will pull the knot tied to his jighead
to the side facing the bend of the hook so the
soft-plastic bait stays in line when jigged.
Dan Kibler



WILL OUTPRODUCE NATURALS

The fishing industry is overflowing with innumerable attempts
to reinvent the wheel. The slightest modifications in lure shape,
material or color is heralded as “new and improved” and placed
on the end cap at your tackle shop, while little attention is given
to live-bait improvement other than keeping it alive.

And why should it? A live minnow looks real, smells real, feels
real, is real. Why fiddle with it?

Well, there are times when a live bait that stands out from
the crowd is going to get slammed first. And that's the basis
for Pautzke Bait Company’s Fire Dye, which gives anglers the
opportunity to change the natural color of their live minnow into
bright red, gold, blue or chartreuse without negative effects.

“Crappie are sight feeders,’ said guide Chris Bullock. “They need
to see what they're going to eat before they pull up there and
bite it. The farther they can see it, the better off you are. If you've
had a lot of rain and the water is stained, those chartreuse-dyed
minnows are going to come out on top — no doubt about it”

Bullock tested Fire Dye (www.pautzke.com) last year while tight-
lining a spread of eight, 16-foot rods in stained water in the Eno
River near Durham, N.C. Rods were fitted with identical rigs, with
jigs of varying color. Half the live minnows threaded on the jigs
were natural colors, the other half dipped in Fire Dye chartreuse.

What Bullock and his party discovered was that the dyed min-
nows outperformed the oth-

Chris Shaffer

Pautzke’s Fire Dye will turn live minnows
from their natural color to a handful of bright
colors to attract gamefish — without other-
wise affecting the bait.

add one bottle of Fire Dye to 12 ounces of water for a long soak,
or one bottle to 32 ounces of water for a short soak.

While Bullock favors chartreuse in stained water, red, gold, and
blue can be productive in other circumstances — just like dif-
ferent jig colors. Anglers are advised to experiment and find the
palate preference of crappie on any given day. =

— Dusty Wilson

ers by nearly 5 to 1. Whether
the jig color was black, Cajun
cricket, key lime pie or even
chartreuse, the chartreuse
minnows were favored. After
the test results were deemed
conclusive, all jigs where
outfitted with the chartreuse
minnows, and a cooler was
filled with crappie.

To duplicate that kind of
success, anglers must do what
they often do poorly — read
the directions. While it is
tempting to just fill a bucket
with minnows and water and
pour in the dye, that often
leads to wasted effort.

“If you put too much water
in, they either won't dye
quickly or dye at all,"said Bull-
ock. “It has to be just enough
to aerate, about 3 to 4 inches
deep, then you pour in the
bottle. After about an hour to
an hour-and-a-half, you dip
them out and put them in
clean water. They'll stay dyed
and living the rest of the day”

Pautzke advises anglers to
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Planer boards allow fishermen to slow-troll their baits

and lures in extremely shallow water as prespawn slabs
move toward the bank. Here’s how to set
up for this technique.
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CRAPPIE ON A DIFFERENT PLANE

Most anglers would agree that spring crappie fishing is an
endeavor where every inch matters — corroborated by the
16-foot rods that sprout from the bow of a serious tight-liner's
boat. The question is, how many seconds can you give afish
to eye your bait before the hum of the trolling motor, the slap
of water on a hull or the ping of a transducer give you away”?

PLANER BOARDS TAKE BOAT NOISES
OUT OF THE EQUATION.

t's not a lazy man’s game at all,” said Taylor (803-

331-1354), “but it’s a very good way to catch those

spawning fish. You can get a bait up there in shal-
low water where you couldn’t get a boat without spooking the
fish or places where you wouldn’t want to take the boat — like
a submerged stump field”

Taylor’s long-line trolling spread consists of three planer
boards off each side of the boat. The first runs about 20 feet
out, the second 30 feet out and the third 40 feet out, each stag-
gered slightly behind the other due to the length of line neces-
sary to add the distance from the boat. The rod whose bait is
farthest from the boat is set in a rod holder closest to the stern,
with the others staggered forward. This keeps boards and baits
apart and cuts down on tangles when a fish is hooked.

Taylor said the tips of his rods should be raised slightly to lift
more line out of the water so the planers cut into the water
and fan out. In addition to planers, Taylor often runs a tradi-

Its not a lazy man’s game at
all, but it’s a very good way to catch
those spawning fish.

tional spread of four to six long lines off the transom from 20
to 40 feet behind his boat while fishing his home waters of
Lake Murray.

“It’s a lot of work, because the guy on the shoreline side of the
boat has to keep adjusting them to make them go around fallen
trees or whatever is in the way; he said. “You want to make that
board go down the bank as close as you can get it. I like to fish
them near cover and along breaks — places where the water
will be 3 to 4 feet deep and drop off to 10 feet. Typically, the fish
will be sitting off one of those drops. A lot of our spawning flats
have a channel where the old creek bed went through, and you
can run the boat through there and get the boards out into the

shallow water” Planer boards allow guide Brad Taylor to slow-troll

lures or minnows in very shallow water for crappie
that have moved in to spawn.
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Gaining a little weight isn't

Line to reel

While most folks stress about putting on a little weight, guide
Brad Taylor said that when pulling planer boards for crappie, add-
ing a little weight can go a long way.

“You have to put something on them, Taylor said. “Water Bugz
are the best that they've designed yet for crappie, but you
don't have enough resistance with that little jig you pull behind
them. If you add little weight to the back of the board, you'll get
enough resistance to make it run hard”

Most of the time anglers in the south use planer boards, they're
pulling bigger baits or lures for bigger fish; a healthy shad or a
bigger pulls enough to causes the board to angle up and out
and reach the optimal distance from the boat. A ¥»2-ounce jig is
doing next to nothing for this cause, but with a little modifica-
tion, Taylor can increase the board's performance.

“The Water Bugz boards come with a spiral-type line holder on
the opposite side of the line clip,said Taylor.”l take those off and
put a snap swivel on it to hold the line. On the same swivel, | snap
on a drop-shot weight. It's something you have to tinker with, but
it doesn't take a whole lot of weight. A V4-ounce will make it dig!' =

Light planer boards like Water Bugz are more suitable
for pulling light lures and baits for crappie.

A

EVINRUDE.

eE-T1TEec
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Dusty Wilson
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1/4 0z drop shot weight A
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CRAPPIE ON A DIFFERENT PLANE
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Brad Taylors

a depth of 3 to 4 feet — trolling about 1 mile per

hour — Taylor advises running a %s2- or %16-ounce

jighead with a 2-inch curlytail grub 10 to 12 feet
behind the planer board, often lengthening the distance
between the board and jig on the deeper side.

Two of Taylor’s favorite jig colors are chartreuse/black and
yellow/white, but given the shallow cover involved, you'e
bound to be sacrifice plenty of jigs. That’s why Taylor ties a
short leader of 4- to 6-pound mono with a barrel knot to his 8-
to 10-pound mono leader. This way, the leader pops below the
knot on the lighter line before the clip is released, allowing the
board to be retrieved without stopping the show.

You want to make that board go down
the bank as close as you can get it.

“Crappie will rarely ever break the clip free when they're
hooked,” Taylor said, “and you run the risk of losing the fish
or breaking the line if you try to snatch it free. I always just
reel him up, because typically. you don’t have much line out. It
works a lot better with two people. The guy fishing towards the
front of the boat will reel him up beside the boat, and the other
guy can dip the fish out at the back, but there are times when I
just unclip the board and deal with the fish”

While there are a number of smaller, lightweight planer
boards designed to be less cumbersome for crappie, Taylor
said these will often lack the

Dusty Wilson of

Raleigh, N.C. is a lifelong
outdoorsman. He is the
manager of Tarheel Nursery
in Angier, N.C., and can

be followed on his blog at
InsideNCFishing.com.

necessary buoyancy to make
the board cut into the water
and fan out. He uses the same
Water Bugz planer boards
that he pulls for stripers, but
he said any board of a similar
size is sufficient. =
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arly season turkey hunting offers great potential

for success, but it can be littered with obstacles

along the way. Seasoned hunters find ways to navi-
gate around impediments and tag their gobbler.

Two of the top turkey hunters in the Carolinas, Darrell
Madden and Steve Cobb, share some of their secrets to
success learned through experience for early season tur-
key hunting success.

SCOUTING IS FOREVER

Darrell Madden of Semora, N.C., has taken multiple
turkey grand slams (Eastern, Merriam’s, Rio Grande,
Osceola) and has developed successful strategies for tak-
ing gobblers in various situations.

Madden said one of the most crucial is scouting with
a purpose.

“Scouting never stops, whether preseason, during the
season or anytime I'm in the woods, I'm still learning the
lay of the land to help me with turkeys,” he said. “Having

Successful turkey hunting requires
backup plans to your backup plans

specific goals beyond simply hearing a turkey gobble on
the roost is crucial”

Madden said his golden rule of scouting is to get in,
learn stuff and get out without turkeys knowing he was
ever in the woods.

“I simply don't call to turkeys during preseason or when
scouting,” Madden said. “Different factors are at play
when scouting versus hunting, and one is to learn where
birds roost to give me a starting point. But I'm looking for

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

much more, because that’s not always a high percentage
opportunity for killing a gobbler.

“I want to know a gobbler’s travel route for locating
hens and his feeding habits after leaving the roost. If fly-
down time doesn't result in a dead gobbler I want other
options immediately available. My scouting purpose is
to learn the habits of several gobblers at various times of
the day”

Madden said this kind of information gives him an edge,
allowing him to go directly to an area where a gobbler
already wants to be at different times of the day.

“Successful turkey hunting requires backup plans to
your backup plans, so I try to have as many options as
possible,” he said.

COYOTE CONSIDERATIONS

Madden said that the influx of coyotes into the
Carolinas has had an impact on turkey behavior.

“I think turkeys gobble less overall than prior to coyotes
being a big factor;” he said. “Certainly, some still gobble
their heads off, but often I hear a couple of gobbles, then
they hush. Lots of hunters get discouraged too quick and
leave that bird, but often, that gobbler is still in play; he’s
just being cautious”

He said the pressure from coyotes and hunters, plus
lower turkey numbers in many areas, has taught him to
be more passive in his hunting. To be consistently suc-
cessful, he's willing to get into stealth mode, slow down
and be patient.

“I've found it’s best to sit on the turkeys longer than
years ago, pre-coyotes, he said. “And this slowing down
not only produces more gobblers for me, it’s better for
getting older, long-spurred birds into range””

SETUP IS CRUCIAL >



EARLY SEASON GOBBLERS PROVIDE HUNTERS WITH PLENTY OF OPPORTUNITIES, BUT THEY
ALSO POSE SOME PROBLEMS. TWO OF THE CAROLINAS" BEST TURKEY HUNTERS DISCUSS
WAYS TO MAKE THE DAYS THAT KICK OFF THE SPRING SEASON PRODUCTIVE.

TURKEY SEASON

www.CarolinaSportsman.com March 2018 | Carolina Sportsman 29



Jump-start your turkey season

>

SETUP IS CRUCIAL

Not all trees or set-up positions are equal in terms
of being the best spots from which to call a turkey.

“I'm constantly scanning the woods for possible
setup positions as I'm hunting, because that's a
huge part of actually killing a gobbler;’ Madden said.
“Sometimes, I only have a few seconds to pick the
spot once a gobbler is committed and approaching’”

Madden said waiting until the moment of reck-
oning when a gobbler commits and is quickly
approaching is a recipe to make the wrong choice.

“A good setup is much more than just picking a
big, obvious tree;” he said. “Sometimes, that obvi-
ous choice works out, but I've learned the most
obvious spot is not always the best; the top choice
is often more subtle.

“I'want a setup with cover, but not in a thicket
where I can’t make gun adjustments or slight

ABOVE: Wear camouflage cloth-
ing in a pattern that matches the
habitat you are hunting.

A good setup is much
. . g, BELOW: Keep your eyes open at all
more thanjustpld(lng a times for a place to set up in case a

gobbler cranks up and heads your

big, obvious tree. way quickly

Terry Madewell

movements when a gobbler makes a last-second
course change. I want shade and shadows to blend
with my cover. Don't sit in a bright, sunlit spot,
because regardless of the size of the tree, it’s like
having a spotlight telling the gobbler to ‘look here’”

Madden said the bottom line is getting in a setup
that hides you but enables you to see the gobbler
before you can be seen. Wearing a camo pattern that
blends with the foliage where youre hunting helps.

“Seeing a gobbler first, while being well concealed,
gives me an edge,” he said. “I can then visually track
the gobbler’s movement, and if I have to make any
movement-related adjustments or finishing calls, I
can choose the time and use terrain and vegetation
to my advantage — not to my detriment”’

“Good calling is certainly important and is a key
to getting a gobbler interested and approaching,’
Madden said. “But once he’s on the way, I believe
success at that point is 75-percent setup, 10-per-
cent calling and the reminder simply woodsman-
ship, timing and good or bad fortune. Stack the
odds in your favor with a good set-up”’

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE >
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Darrell Madden wants to
know a gobbler’s travel plans
for the entire morning so he
can intercept him at several
locations.

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE

Steve Cobb, a Hunter Specialties Pro Staff member from
Union S.C. said many hunters chase gobblers early, then leave,
thinking the time to kill a longbeard has passed.

“Actually, the prime time to kill a gobbler can be later, not right
after birds fly off the roost;” Cobb said. “A multitude of issues,
some beyond your control — such as live hens — can compli-
cate the situation and cause a gobbler to go in any direction but
yours.

Cobb said the early season is often when gobblers get
“henned-up,” a common problem for hunters. He's learned that
if he can’t get out before dawn his odds of success are still high.

“Thunt when I can, and if I can't get into the woods until an
hour or two after dawn, I'm not discouraged,” he said. “In early
season, gobblers often get with hens quickly, but once hens
begin to move off, the odds for success improves dramatically”

Cobb said a gobbler without hens will move and gobble, trying
to locate hens. If they hear good calling from a hunter, even one
just getting into the woods, they often respond aggressively.

“I have actually slipped into the woods where I knew gobblers
were likely to be and had an immediate response,” he said. “At
this point, the game is on, and I've been looking at a gobbler
only a couple minutes after my first call. Other times, I've had
to make multiple moves and calls before striking a gobbler”

TURKEY SEASON DATES

South Carolina: March 20-May 5 on private lands statewide.
April 2-May 5 on WMAs. Youth days: March 17-18 on private
lands, March 31 on WMAs. See regulations on specific WMAs for
possible restrictions. Bag limit: 3 gobblers per season, no more
than 2 per day.

North Carolina: April 14-May 12, statewide. Youth season:
April 7-13, statewide. Bag limit: 2 gobblers per season, no more
than 1 per day.



Jump-start your turkey season

>

Cobb said he'll slip through the woods, using woods roads or
trails to cover ground quietly.

“Use caution when getting into the woods to not alert nearby
turkeys,” he said. “Good calling, woodsmanship and patience
are prime allies to success.”

DECOYS: LIFELIKE IS CRUCIAL

Both Cobb and Madden said that lifelike decoys can be a
game changer.

“I've not always been a huge fan of decoys, because results
were inconsistent,” Madden said. “They would work incred-
ibly well at times but seemed to create more problems than
advantages at other times. But I've learned that the remote-
controlled, jake decoy is very dependable for my hunting style”

Madden said a remote-controlled jake decoy gives the lifelike
movement that’s often needed to fool an old, wary gobbler.

“But it’s also that a jake would have the audacity to be in plain
view; he said. “When the adult gobbler sees the jake fan and
associated movement, it’s usually game over. I can manipulate
the decoy to turn left and right, but if I turn his tailfan toward
the old gobbler, that’s more than he can stand”

Steve Cobb said he generally uses adult gobbler decoys, and
that position of the decoy is crucial.

“The challenge of another gobbler at the source of hen calls is
often enough to get a gobbler to approach,” he said. “T'll place
the decoy where the incom-
ing bird will see the full fan. If
it’s an older bird you're calling,
when he gets a visual on the
full-fan decoy, odds are excel-
lent he’s going to accept that
challenge and approach”” =

Terry Madewell of
Ridgeway, S.C, has been an
outdoors writer for more than
30 years. He has a degree

in wildlife and fisheries
management and has a

long career as a professional
wildlife biologist/natural
resources manager.

Steve Cobb said decoys, used
properly, can really make a dif-
ference in getting a gobbler to
commit.
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The spawn may be at hand, but one Santee Cooper quide said deeper water
may be the ticket to some of the best crappie fishing of the year.

By Terry Madewell

arly spring and crappie fishing form a
E perfect combination of potential and

realization on the Santee Cooper lakes.
If you're looking for a heavy stringer, they are
legendary for producing huge crappie, and it
helps that March is prime time for roe-laden
slabs to be on a strong bite while shifting from
prespawn to spawning.

The key is finding and staying on the ever-
changing patterns.

Guide David Hilton of Ridgeville, S.C., fishes
for multiple species on the Santee Cooper
lakes, but in March, he targets slab crappie.

“The trick in March is not if the crappies
will bite — they will bite — it’s staying on a
productive pattern, because crappies are a
moving target,” Hilton said. “Because of their
tendency to move during the prespawn and
spawn, my strategy is, if fish don’t bite quickly
at a place, 'm on the move to another spot
and often to different water depths”

Hilton routinely fishes both lakes, working
out of Blacks Camp on the Diversion Canal and

Lake Moultrie and Bells Marina on Lake Marion.

“Both lakes are excellent in March and T'll
often make the decision on specifically where
to fish based on daily wind and weather pat-
terns,” he said. “For crappie-fishing success,
boat control is a primary focus”

Hilton said depending on weather patterns
and the time of the month, anglers may find
crappie in various depths.

“Ilook for places where they congregate in
big numbers to enhance my odds for success,”
Hilton said. “Much of my effort is in deep
water over brush piles, leaning trees and other
woody objects. I specifically want the cover to
be around humps, drops and channel ledges.
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SACK SANTEE’S
SPRING SLABS

On these type places,
I expect to catch
multiple fish at any
given time”’

Hilton said that
shallow-water
fishing for
spawning fish
can be very good
during March and
into April. When crappie
get into the spaw
some willmovet
water, and anglers can target
them by fishing shallow
trees, stumps, do
and shallow brush.

“When they spawn, crappie
will get into coves in 3 to 5
feet of water around woody
cover; he said. “Many of the
black crappie will spawn in
the shallows, but I've found that
many white crappies will spawn
on the brush piles in deeper water.
When the water temperature gets
to about 58 degrees, they begin a
move to the shallows to spawn.”

Hilton said not all the fish go shallow,
and certainly not at the same time. This
type of fishing is primarily hunting single fish
around isolated |

“Shallow fishing can be good if conditions are
ideal, but it’s often dramatically impacted by
cold fronts,” Hilton said. “Fishing deep-water
cover vastly reduces the impact of cold fronts
on the crappie bite, and that’s why it’s my pref-
erence; it’s consistent.

>
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Sack Santee’s spring slabs
prefer deep cover because the fish still
” bite,” he said. “But on pre-frontal days after
a warming trend, crappie will usually get
very active,” he said. “T'll mark them on
the graph over and along the sides of the
brush or cover. These fish are often aggressive and catching
multiple fish from any given spot is very likely.

Hilton said the best depths during March will vary depending
on water temperature and weather conditions.

“As a general guideline, fish hold a bit deeper early in the
month because the water is colder] he said. “If we've had a cold
winter, crappie may be 25 to 30 feet deep in late-February and
early March. But by the end of the month, I'm usually working
the 14- to 15-foot depths. As the water temperature rises, the
crappie get incrementally shallower, so I've got to constantly
adjust my depth.”

“When I find them, the potential to catch a limit of slabs is
high;” he said. “They're very willing to bite, but fishermen need
to be prepared to move either to shallower or deeper water.
They could be on the top of a hump one day and at the base of
it the next trip, or vice versa.”

Hilton said several factors play a role in success, but none
more important than the depth fished on any given day. It's
not just the depth of water where the brush is located it’s the
precise depth where the fish are suspended over and around a
specific target.

“Once I find the right depth, I want to maintain that depth
on the line I have out,” he said. “T use 8%-foot Granger fly rods
with small baitcasting reels to hold 10-pound line. I have a 1/0
wire hook and use a No. 3 split-shot about 8 inches above the
hook”

&

Terry Madewell
Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

Anice slab crappie can put a real bend
in one of the fly rods that guide David
Hilton uses when he’s fishing for crappie
on Lake Marion or Lake Mountrie.

DESTINATION INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — The Santee Cooper lakes are eas-
ily accessed from I-95, 1-26 and US 52. SC 6 is a key route
along the south side of both lakes. For specific location of
public boat ramps, visit www2.dnr.sc.gov/ManagedLands/
Boatramp/BoatRamplake

WHEN TO GO — March is a big month on the crappie-
fishing calendar year on the Santee Cooper lakes as fish get
into a full-blown prespawn mode, with the spawn to follow
as soon as the water temperature reaches the high 50s.

BEST TECHNIQUES — Guide Dave Hilton said shallow-
water fishing — dipping baits and lures along shallow,
shoreline structure — can produce when the spawn is at
its peak, but he prefers to fish for prespawn slabs around
deeper brush piles, where they will be staging in big num-
bers. Fish will move from deeper brush to shallower brush
as the month progresses, but 12 to 15 feet is an important
depth. He uses long, limber fly rods and small spincast or
baitcast reels spooled with 10-pound test, a No. 3 hook and



a small split-shot pinched
off above the hook. He
likes to fish live minnows.
With depth control being
so important, he avoids reeling
in when a fish is hooked, opting
to for a strip retrieve, so when a
fish is boated and unhooked, the
bait will return to the exact same
depth every time.

‘ Lake Marion/Lake Moultrie

&~

FISHING INFO/GUIDES — David Hilton, 843-870-4734; Black's
Camp, 843-753-2231, www.blackscamp.com;

ACCOMMODATIONS — Black’s Camp, 843-753-2231, www.
blackscamp.com; Santee Cooper Country, 803-854-2131, www.
santeecoopercountry.org.

MAPS — Kingfisher Maps, 800-326-0257, www.kfmaps.com.
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Sack Santee’s spring slabs

ilton pulls out line to match the length of the rod,

then pulls additional line off the reel in measured

increments to place the bait at a specific depth.

Then, he swims the bait over the target, holding the
rig as still as possible. When he hooks a crappie, he doesn't reel
the fish in, he strips line in as if using a fly reel.

“Pull the line in with the left hand if you're right-handed and
simply hold the line in your right-hand fingers and swing the
fish aboard,” he said. “Then re-bait and drop the bait back in
the water, and it will fall to the exact depth the fish was just
caught. Odds are good another crappie will quickly be hooked”

Electronics play a major role for Hilton; he uses his graph to
find his target, then tosses out a floating marker buoy to mark
the location. He doesn’t place it directly on top of the brush, but
off to the side so he can use it as a reference.

“The marker doesn’t mark the spot to fish; it’s a reference for
me, enabling me to keep my presentation consistent,” he said.
“I'll maneuver the boat into the wind and approach the target
using my electric motor to maintain the best boat control.

I have my fishermen hold the rods in front of the boat as I

Keeping your baits at the depth
fish are biting is important to
pullilng multiple crappie from the
same brush pile.

approach the target and as soon as we begin catching fish I use
the reference marker to keep the bait exactly where I want it.

“Ihave a graph in the front of the boat, but the marker enables
me to fine-tune my presentation. As the action slows, I con-
tinue to move over and around the brush until we've fished it
thoroughly. Each time we catch a fish, I'll use the marker to
help me keep the boat on
target. When we've fished the
brush, I'll retrieve the marker
and move.”

Hilton said to simply keep
repeating the process until
limits are caught. =

Terry Madewell of
Ridgeway, S.C., has been an
outdoors writer for more than
30 years. He has a degree

in wildlife and fisheries
management and has a

long career as a professional
wildlife biologist/natural
resources manager.
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BEAT THE VWEATHER FOR
BOAT CONTROL

Weather systems are a recurring consideration in March,
and guide Dave Hilton said it's simply something anglers
must anticipate and plan strategy accordingly.

“Fronts are gonna blow through in late February and
throughout March,Hilton said. “With crappie already on the
move in terms of prespawn and spawning phases, it adds a
layer of complication to the fish-finding process. It usually
means | have to slow down my presentation and perhaps
fish a bit deeper!

Hilton said a front, with its cooler weather and change in
barometric pressure, doesn't impact the bite as much as it
makes boat control and bait presentation more difficult.

“The wind after a front is the biggest problem, because
it’s typically blowing considerably harder, and that often
changes where | can effectively fish,he said."That's why I've
got brush piles in various depths of water in both lakes, giv-
ing me as many options as possible. The fish will still bite on
the windswept, open-water spots, but it gets extremely dif-
ficult to control the boat and make the right presentation!

Hilton said he moves to protected areas based on wind
direction, and he will be working brush and cover that's
along the bottom of a hump or ledge.

“These deeper fish don't shut down, but boat control is
essential to put the bait exactly where | want it to get that
bite,'he said. “Finding alternative areas to fish keeps my suc-
cess high. I may have to fish a few more places but the fish
are still on a good bite. Bottom line is, bait presentation is a
key to catching lots of slabs in March!'=

Guide Dave Hilton said that weather fronts and the accom-
pany high winds can make keeping your boat in postion
to fish individual brush

piles very difficult, so

he'll often adjust his

fishing locations to

avoid the wind.

Terry Madewell






By Phillip Gentry

THE JIG IS UP
BUT WHICH ONEE

Crappie fishermen have dozens of styles of jigs from
which to choose. Learn when and where fo fie one
on, and which styles match which fishing situations.

alk into any tackle shop this time of year

and you'll likely be overwhelmed with

choices of crappie jigs to use to tempt

one of the country’s favorite gamefish.
How do you decide which one(s) to buy and use?

Mike Bridges is a tackle distributor who handles hun-
dreds of name brands and knows them all. On top of
that, he is a crappie fisherman and has fished all over
the country for these popular panfish and
is adept at using nearly every tactic imagin-
able. He provided a run-down for crappie
fishermen on how to pick the right jig for the
job, as well as a few pointers to help anglers
experience better success.

Crappie fishing tactics fall into two catego-
ries: moving presentations or static presen-
tations. Moving presentations are pulling,
long-line trolling, and casting, while static
presentations are tight-line trolling, single-
pole jigging, and drifting. Dock shooting
often requires features of both camps.

>

Artificial lures probably account for as many
crappie every year as live minnows, because
there are so many ways they can be used:
trolling, casting, jigging and drifting.
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Phillip Gentry
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Pony head jigs like this Road Runner account
foralot of crappie, especially in stained
water where the small spinner provides
vibration and flash.
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THE JIG IS UP

JIGHEADS

The basis of the crappie lure is the jig-
head, a hook with leaded molded onto to
with or without attachments.

¢ ROUND-HEAD JIGS. The round-
head is used to provide a fluttering fall
when fished. It is typically used with
tight-lining, single-pole jigging or when
shooting docks.

¢ MINNOW-HEAD JIGS.
Triangular-shaped jigheads lend their
shape to swimming baitfish and are
more hydro-dynamic, cutting through
the water more efficiently. Minnow-head
jigs are popular with long-line trolling
and casting tactics.

e PONY HEAD JIGS. Sometimes
referred to as Road Runner heads —
after the manufacturer by the same
name — pony heads employ small spin-
ner blades on a swivel or split ring and
add flash and vibration to the jighead.
This is useful for stained water or other
low-visibility conditions.

e OTHER SHAPES. Football heads,
shad darts and other shapes see more
limited use. Typically, the shape dic-
tates whether the jig is designed to cut
through the water or be more appealed
when fished statically.

Shooting under docks to get to hard-to-
reach crappie is normally best done with a
round-head jig that flutters when it falls.

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

JIG BODIES

Jig bodies for crappie are typically either
soft-plastic baits that are threaded on
the hook by the angler or hair, feather or
other synthetic materials tied to the jig
body by the manufacturer.

e TUBES. Tube jigs are typically hol-
low body, with tentacles on the back

end to provide static action. Tubes see
more usage for slow, tight-line trolling or
single-pole jigging when the bait is pre-
sented vertically into structure to the fish.

e CURLYTAILS. These plastic bodies
are designed to be pulled fast enough
through the water so that the tails
flutter, providing action to the bait.
Curlytails see more use in long-line troll-
ing and casting or any presentation gen-
erally above one-half mile per hour.

e PADDLETAILS. Paddletail usage is
similar to curlytails in that the bait has
to be moving forward to provide action.

¢ STRAIGHT-TAILS. Straight-tails,
or stingers, mimic a static baitfish. Very
streamlined, straight-tails see more use
in dock-shooting, vertical-jigging, or
other single-pole tactics.

continues on page 44 >

WHEN TO TIP
A JIG WITH
A MINNOW

For all the discussion about crap-
pie jigs, live minnows account for at
least half of the crappie caught by
anglers. No discussion about jigs is
complete without a discussion of
how and when to pair live minnows
with jigs.

Some anglers will tip any jig with
a minnow on almost every occa-
sion and find success. It's generally
accepted that jigs are tipped with
minnows when the bite is slow,
water temperatures are lower than
55 degrees, in low-visibility condi-
tions or whenever it is desired to add
scent to the jig.

Tipping with minnows sees more
usage from the static group of
crappie-fishing techniques. Trolling
and casting tactics rely on impulse
bites from crappie who see a jig
swimming through the water and
instinctively eat it. Adding a minnow
behind a jig designed to provide
swimming action in the water often
inhibits the action of the bait and
negates its usage.

Jigs designed with pulsating or
breathing action are better choices
for minnows. The bait contains
color, static action, flash or vibration,
especially if using an underspin, pony
head jighead. The minnow adds a
natural feel and smell to the bait often
causing the fish to hold on to the jig
longer, giving the angler more time to
detect the strike and set the hook.

Don't overlook a live minnow
hooked on a naked jig head as a very
deadly bait under the right condi-
tions, either as a trolled or static bait.

Another aspect of tipping your jig
with a minnow is that the bait adds
bulk to your offering. Crappie anglers
who fish where white crappie are
found understand that white crap-
pie frequently prefer a mouthful of
bait, whereas too much mass may
discourage black crappie.

Another trick to remember when
tipping jigs with live minnows is
to make sure to hook the minnow
through the lips so it remains alive
and active on the hook. Some
anglers will hook the minnow so
it rides upside down, increasing its
struggles but decreasing its lifespan
on the hook. =






THE JIG IS UP
continues >

e CREATURE BAITS.
Similar to tubes, but designed
to imitate specific, non-
minnow type prey, creatures
are usually better suited for
single-pole tactics or for
bream fishing.

e HAIR JIGS. This category
encompasses all hand-tied baits
using hair, feather, marabou,
chenille or a variety of other
synthetic material. The design
allows the baits to pulse or
breathe when held still in the
water. Static techniques like
single pole jigging, dock shoot-
ing, drifting, or tight-lining work
best with hair jigs.

JIG COLORS
AND WEIGHTS

Scores or articles can and have
been written about choosing jig
colors, both for jigheads and jig
bodies. The basic rule of thumb
revolves around water clarity
and sunlight penetration. The
clearer and cleaner the water, the
better natural or opaque colors
work. In stained, dark or muddy
waters, brighter and/or darker
colors get the nod.

Angler bias probably has
more to do with color selec-
tion than fish preference.
Successful anglers keep chang-
ing colors until they find one
color that catches the most
fish on a particular outing.

The deeper the strike zone,
the heavier the jighead needed.
Trolling anglers often go to
great pains, using a gram scale
bought at alocal hardware store
to measure weight in grams
over accepting the weight, in
percentage of an ounce, pre-
printed on the package.

When trolling pony heads, the
blade will cause the jighead to
weigh more, but the resistance
in the water of the spinning
blade will affect how deep the
jigruns. The type of blade,
whether willow-leaf, Indiana
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or Colorado, will also affect the
resistance and trolling depth a
pony head will find.

Single-pole anglers typically
want enough weight to keep
contact with the bait in order to
detect strikes, but not too heavy,
as an overweight jig does not
feel or act natural to the fish. =

Clockwise from top left:
»Roadrunner (pony head jig)

»Southern Pro tube jig

»Bobby Garland Stroll-R on Bobby Garland Mo-Glo jighead
»Curlytail grub on minnow-head jig
»Hand-tied maribou jig with chenille body
»(rappie Assassin paddletail

»Roger Gantt hand-tied hair jig

»Bass Pro Shops Crappie Craw (creature bait)
»Jelly belly hair jig

»Hand-tied mylar jig on minnow-head jig
»Fish Stalker Slab Tail jig

Phillip Gentry of Greenville,
S.C, is host of “Upstate
Qutdoors,” a weekly radio
show that can be heard on
Saturdays at noon on WORD
106.3 FM.
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ccording to Jordan Pate of Carolina Guide
Service, the inconsistent weather of early
spring requires a different plan of attack in
the micro-marshes of Pawley’s Island and
the waters of North Inlet and Winyah Bay
near Georgetown.
“It’s a tricky time of year for finding
reds. The (schools) start to break apart when the threat eases
and more food is available around the marsh,” said Pate who
believes rising water temperatures and the return of blue crabs
trips reds’ triggers. “Blue crabs become available again in the
spring when water temperatures rise”

In the winter, blue crabs move into the ocean or inshore areas
with higher salinity levels, burying themselves in the mud and

sand. Was the water warms, they prepare to molt and then spawn.

Pate believes reds are so keyed in on the crabs, when their
scent begins to roll through the marsh, they think food first,
not safety.

“A redfish’s main spring diet is crabs, and (spring) is when we
see the first molt of the year. Redfish love a soft crab,” Pate said.

Blue crabs molt when the water temperatures breaks the
60-degree mark, usually from late March through April.
However, crabs aren't the only thing anglers will find in the bel-
lies of spring redfish.

i Redfish that spend the winter inshore break
out of big schools when the water begins to
i warm in March, bringing food to the marsh.
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SPRING REDFISH

Greg Holmes of Fish Skinny Charters, who fishes the Little
River area, said even though reds will gobble up every crab
they find, they’ll supplement their diet with mud minnows and
incoming menhaden.

“Mud minnows dig out of the mud, and the first wave of men-
haden shows up this time of year, too,” Holmes said. “Food is
more abundant, (and) that is just what they need to refuel after
the winter”

Because reds scatter to hunt for food, many anglers have a hard
time pinning down a dependable pattern after the break-up.
Holmes starts fishing in places where reds spent the winter and
works his way out to attractive areas.

“There will still be some fish in the winter holding areas, but
many fish spread out near deeper water and will position on
nearby oyster mounds, creek mouths, and ambush points,’
Holmes said.

Places where tributary creeks converge are prime staging
areas when fish begin to move. Pate said staying on the move
and beating the bank will be profitable for most anglers.

continues on page 51>



DESTINATION INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — South Carolina’s Grand Strand is a
60-mile section of beach from Little River near the North Carolina
border to Georgetown, S.C. Small marshes are behind Pawley's
Island and Litchfield
Beach, and a larger one is
at Murrells Inlet, but the
majority of redfish habitat
is around Winyah Bay and
Little River. US 17 offers the
best access to the entire
area: two public boat
ramps under the US 17
bridge at Little River offer
access to that area. Three
ramps in the Georgetown
area are: South Island
Ferry, East Bay Park and the
Campbell Complex north
of the US 17 bridge across
the Sampit River.

WHEN TO GO — Redfish
can be caught year-round
along the Grand Strand,

but the spring pattern
emerges in March when the
water temperature hits 60
degrees, because that marks
the point when blue crabs
emerge from hibernation.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES

— Greg Holmes, Fish Skinny
Charters, 843-241-0594,
www.fishskinnycharters.com;
Jordan Pate, Carolina Guide
Service, 843-608-8307, www.

BEST TECHNIQUES — carolinaguideservice.com.

With patrolling marsh
edges and oyster banks along creeks for crabs and other
baitfish, cover plenty of water with artificial baits such as spin-
nerbaits, gold Johnson
spoons, Gulp swimming
mullet, D.O.A. Jerk and
Airhead, Egret Mambo
Mullet and others. When
fish are located, stake out
and use small pieces of
blue crab on a jighead or
a Carolina rig. Medium-
action tackle is preferred,
with rules spooled with
20-pound braid with an 18- to 24-inch section of 20-pound
fluorocarbon leader.

MAPS — Navionics, 800-
848-5896, www.navionics;
The Good Spots, 800-411-

0184, www.thegoodspots.
com; Delorme’s S.C. Atlas
& Gazetteer, 207-846-7000,
www.delorme.com.

ACCOMMODATIONS — Hampton Inn-Georgetown Marina,
843-545-5000; Hampton Inn-North Myrtle Beach/Harbourgate,

843-249-1997; Myrtle Beach Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau, www.mbchamber.com:; S.C. Association of
Visitors Bureaus, www.discoversouth-
carolina.com.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

DON’'T FORGET

the early season flood

Spring can force anglers to break out every trick in the book to
get redfish to cooperate, in part because they're spooky from
heavy winter fishing pressure.

Besides the return of blue crabs to the marsh as spring
approaches, nothing else can make for great fishing like a flood
tide. Tailing action isn't limited to summer and fall. When a par-
ticularly high tide arrives, blue crabs and fiddler crabs will head
for higher ground, and reds will follow.

Guide Jordan Pate said he tries not to miss any flood-tide days
during March, when most anglers haven't even thought about
their tide tables.

Greg Holmes
£ Redfish will pull up on flats and tail on
i high water, even during the early spring.

"We see tailers on the flood tides in late March. The earliest
| have ever seen them on the tailing flats is the third week of
March," Pate said.”As soon as the crabs become available, the tail-
ing opportunities will start”

Tailing fish will slide up onto the flats as soon as there is enough
water to cover their backs, and they will follow the water as it
floods every inch of high ground.

According to tide tables, the first tailing tides should take place
in the morning hours of March 1-3. Tailing tides will return April
29-31, in the afternoons. =
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KRYPTONITE WITH
A CAPITAL "C"

During spring, crabs are to redfish as kryptonite was to the
comic-book Superman. As soon as redfish detect a crabby
aroma, they perk up and begin looking for hard-shelled delica-
cies. But anglers don't have to actually use a real chunk of crab to
tickle these senses, either. Anglers can fortify their artificial lures
with a little liquid magic and bring fish to the lure in record time.

Because reds are splitting out of huge winter schools, anglers
need to cover a lot of water to find them, and that means using
artificial lures. Some lures already come with fish-attracting
scents, including the Gulp! peeler crab or D.O.A. shrimp-flavored
lures. Some anglers prefer the reel thing. They can make their
own crab marinade by crushing up blue crabs in a 5-gallon
bucket or an old blender, with vegetable oil added to the mix.
Soft baits can be soaked in the mixture, and the mixture can be
re-applied throughout the day if the lure survives that long.

As far as a ready-to-use product, Pro-Cure Bait Scents (www.pro-
cure.com) makes a blue crab scent in a gel that can be applied
directly to both soft and hard lures. The gel is sticky, and a little
bit goes a long way.

Of course, fresh blue crab is unmatched for getting reds on the
hook year-round, but especially in the spring. Anglers should trim
the legs, remove the outer shell and cut the remaining body of
the crab into several pieces. Hooks — either a jighead or a Caro-
lina-rig hook — can be inserted just inside the body near the legs’
former homes. These baits will hold up well for several casts. =

i A chunk of fresh blue crab, shell removed, is
an unbeatable bait for redfish year-round,
i butespedially in the spring.

SPRING REDFISH

Jeff Burleson

See Our Inventory Showroom at
SOUTHSIDEOUTDOORS.com
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continues on page 48 >

like to cover a lot of ground throwing arti-
ficial lures. I concentrate on grassy banks,
creek mouths and small points in Winyah

Bay; Pate said. “The reds are scattered in
small groups, fending for themselves, and you
have to cover a lot of ground”

Pate likes lures that can be retrieved with a constant action,
including Egret’s Mambo Mullet, spinnerbaits or a jighead and
white Fluke.

Holmes said the size of the lures he uses can be important in
the spring. He likes to downsize to match the hatch.

“The fish are focused on smaller baits because that is what
is in there. I like to downsize my tackle to smaller-sized baits;
said Holmes, who will use 3-inch Gulp! swimming mullet on a
light jighead or other small baits that imitate small menhaden
or mud minnows.

: Jordan P,
i Redfish leave the winter hungry because ordan Pate

i ofalack of food in the marshes. They aren't
i picky about feeding up as the water warms.

While reds will scatter around the region, they will still be
in small groups. Pate and Holmes have similar strategies they
employ after catching a fish or two from an area. They will
stake out and cast outfits rigged with small chunks of fresh
blue crab on a jighead or Carolina rig.

“When you get on some fish, fresh blue crab is as good as any-
thing you can get,” Holmes said.

For anglers ready to make good of a warm, spring day, both
the northern end of the Grand Strand around Little River Inlet
and the southern end of the Grand Strand at Winyah Bay offer
prime spring redfish grounds with plentiful opportunities
available to stretch a line.

Best Source For King Mackerel Tackle

Largest Select_ion of_
Custom Bait Rigs
& Same Day Shipping on Most ltems!

Over 40 years of saltwater experience:
We outfit everyone from novice to pro!

Buy online or Download Our Catalog at:
www.KingMacTak.com ¢ 919-900-8998

FAGLE CLAW*

Jeff Burleson is a native of
Lumberton, N.C, who lives in
Myrtle Beach, S.C. He gradu-
ated from N.C. State University
with a degree in fisheries and
wildlife sciences and is a certi-
fied biologist and professional
forester for Southern Palmetto
Environmental Consulting.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Pogie’s focuses on the outdoor lifestyle ... ./,
for the coastal angler. Whether you're ™
looking for clothing for a night out on
the town or a day spent stalking the flats
for redfish, we have you covered. Have a
favorite bait, jig or lure or needing some
flies and leaders? Questions on casting,
rigging or even just trying to figure out Btk
the area? We are here for you!
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POGIE'S

SWANSBORO NC
910-325-7876

www.pogiesfishing.com ..
WE HAVE LIVE MUD MINNOWS!
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WILMING

MIXE

nyone travelling around the Wilmington, N.C., area
has got to cross at least one of three rivers — the
Cape Fear, Northeast Cape Fear and Brunswick

— but because very few boats are visible from the
bridges that cross those rivers, fishing is often under the radar
for many, which is a terrible mistake.

The rivers provide good fishing year-round, and occasionally,
fishermen are treated to one of those, “You had to be there to
believe it,” days.

Stuart Caulder of Gold Leader Guide Service specializes in
catching the fish that call the area home. One of his favorite
places to fish is the area from the I-140 bridges across the Cape
Fear and Northeast Cape Fear downstream to the power lines
that cross the Cape Fear below the State Ports, an area that
includes the full length of the Brunswick River.
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ost of the

WILMINGTON’S MIXED BAG
year, there
are trout,

reds and

flounder in much of the water
around Wilmington,” Caulder said.
“Flounder fishing begins to slow

in the late fall, but the others con-
tinue, and stripers arrive in the win-
ter, sometimes by Thanksgiving,
and add an extra dimension.

Stripers can’t be creeled in the
Cape Fear and its tributaries, and
with cold-stun events causing the
N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries to
close the keeper season on speck-
led trout until June 18, those two
species are available on a catch-
and-release basis only.

“But it’s good fishing all year, with
the opportunity to catch some strip-
ers through the winter and spring,
and there’s always the potential for
abig one;” Caulder said.

The water in the rivers around
Wilmington is tidal water, and
Caulder said the stage and flow of
the tide is important. One morn-
ing last March, he launched before
daylight at the Dram Tree Park
Ramp in downtown Wilmington
and motored up the river to a point

Speckled trout are present in all
the rivers around Wilmington, but
they're a catch-and-release fishery
until June 15 of this year.

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

holding some underwater structure
that created a big boil with the
moving tide.

Pointing to the boil, Caulder said,
“The tide is still rising a little, but
it has slowed and will be changing
soon. Cast this X-Rap upcurrent
of the boil and jig it lightly to get it
to dive, but let the current push it
across the structure and into the
boil. If there are any stripers here,
we should know pretty quickly”

The reaction wasn't quite immedi-
ate, but a hungry striper grabbed
the X-Rap on the third cast. It
wasn't a big fish, but it was a good
sign, and after a short fight, it was
netted and released. A few minutes
later, Caulder set the hook on a big-
ger fish, which rose to the surface
and flashed its striped sides in the
early morning light several times
before tiring and allowing Caulder
to lead it to the waiting net.

“I'was hoping they would be
here this morning,” Caulder said.
“Sometimes they move in here when
the flow begins to slow leading up
to the tide change. This should be
good for a little while, but it will slow
or maybe stop completely when the
tide stops for the change”

continues on page 58 >

DESTINATION INFORMATION

HOW TO GET THERE — Wilmington is the east-
ern terminus of I-40 and the primary route most
people take to get there, although US 74 and US
421 will bring many people from western North
Carolina to Wilmington. US 17 is the best north
and south route. Public boat ramps include
Dram Tree Park on Castle St. next to the Cape
Fear Memorial Bridge, on the Northeast Cape
Fear River off US 117/NC 133 in Castle Hayne and
at Snows Cut in Carolina Beach off US 421. A fee
ramp is available at Carolina Beach State Park.
Areas downstream of the Cape Fear Memorial
Bridge require a saltwater fishing license; a fresh-
water license is required upstream of the bridge.

WHEN TO GO — Flounder, red drum and
speckled trout may be in the waters around
Wilmington at any time, depending on whether
freshwater runoff has pushed them down-
stream. Striped bass may be around until May
or early June depending on the timing of their
spawning run. Trout season is closed until June
15 because of cold-stun kills in January.

TACKLE/TECHNIQUES — Medium-light to
medium-heavy, 7-foot spinning outfits will work
fine, with reels spooled with braided line and

a 1-to 2-foot fluorocarbon leader. Target creek
mouths, dock pilings and bridge abutments with
large, soft-plastic swimbaits and jerkbaits rigged
weedless, plus MirrOlure MirrODine 17 MRs and
27 MRs and Rapala X-Raps. Troll with deep-diving
lures, especially around bridges and channel
edges.

FISHING INFO/GUIDES — Stu Caulder, Gold
Leader Fishing, 910-264-2674; Tex's Tackle and
Bait, 910-791-1763, www.texstackle.com:; Island
Tackle and Hardware, 910-458-3049, www.
islandtacklehardware.com; Intracoastal Angler,
910-392-3500, www.intracoastalangler.com. See
also Guides and Charters in Classifieds.

ACCOMMODATIONS — Best Western, Coastline
Convention Center, 800-617-7732, www.coast-
lineinn.com; MainStay Suites, 910-329-1741,
www.mainstaywilmington.com; Sleep Inn,
910-313-6665, www.sleepinnwilmingtonnc.com;
Cape Fear Convention and Visitors Bureau, 877-
406-2356, www.capefear.nc.us.

MAPS — GMCO Chartbook of North Carolina,
(888) 420-6277, www.gmcomaps.com; Capt.
Segull's Nautical Charts, 888-473-4855, www.
captainsegullcharts.com.
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WILMINGTON’S MIXED BAG

Guide Stu Caulder shows off a nice, slot-sized
redfish taken in the Cape Fear River.

few casts later, the complexion of
the morning changed. A fish hit and
bulled its way to the surface, where
it lifted its head out of the water and
hook, trying to dislodge the lure.

“That’s a trout,” Caulder said, an element of sur-
prise in his voice. “T've only caught a few of them
here in a bunch of years.

The next few casts all produced speckled trout;
Caulder guessed that bait being pushed past for the
specks to hold in the moving water.

When the tide stalled just before beginning to fall,
the action ended, and after fishing falling water for a
bit, he knew it was time to relocate, heading upriver
to a place where several small creeks dumped into
the river. He pointed out that the tide had just
switched, and water was beginning to flow out of the
creeks, carrying some bait, and he set up to fish the
area from just inside the creek’s mouth into the river.

“I've tied some DOA C.A.L. soft plastics on light
jigheads,” Caulder said. “Cast them into the creek
and twitch them lightly to bump them off the bot-
tom and let the current push them out. Fish from
right along the grass out to the middle of the creek.

continues on page 60 >

The Show

March 9th-11th

Follow Us
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Depending on the amount of freshwater in the
(ape Fear River and its tributaries, saltwater fish
are liable to show up in all kinds of areas.

TIDAL, SALT,

FRESH AND
BRACKISH

WATERS

The rivers around Wilmington, N.C,
are all tidal and have a significant tide

change. The boundary between Coastal
and Inland Waters in the Cape Fear is the
downriver side of the Cape Fear Memorial

Bridge. All of the Northeast
Cape Fear and Brunswick
rivers are classified as Inland
Waters and require freshwater
fishing licenses. Coastal waters
downstream require a saltwa-
ter license.

The salinity and the fish in
the rivers don't respect this
boundary. Any of the rivers
may have a high-enough
salinity level to hold saltwater
species, or after heavy or
extended rainfall, the salinity
may drop enough they are
better suited for freshwater
species.

For flounder, speckled trout
and red drum, Inland regula-
tions mirror the Coastal requ-
lations. There is a moratorium
on possessing stripers in the
Cape Fear River and all of its
tributaries, and the speckled
trout fishery is closed until
June 15 because of cold-stun
kills in January.

The water’s salinity varies
throughout the year, with rain
the key factor. With a lot of
rain, the rivers become mostly
freshwater with lower salinity
levels. In times of drought,
saltwater pushes farther
upstream, making for an
interesting mixture of species
that can include bass, catfish,
stripers, drum, flounder, trout
and more. =

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Jerry Dilsaver

16-24' Models

In Stock

YAMAHA

IN STOCK AND
READY TO RIDE!
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WILMINGTON’S MIXED BAG
>

There should be stripers and red drum here.
The drum usually feed very close to the edge,
while the stripers might be out in the middle.
You'll know which as soon as you get a strike,
because drum will typically run down the
bank, and stripers will bolt for open water.
I'll fish this MirrOlure MR 17 to see if they
prefer it, and we'll switch to whichever they
like best.

There weren't any hungry fish in the first
creek, but they were waiting and ready in the
second. The action was from as far up the
creek as you could cast to the drop-off into
the channel about 20 feet out into the river.

The key was not fishing quickly and concen-
trating on popping the lure up off the bottom
and letting it flutter back down without
moving it too far forward.

Almost all the strikes came
while the bait was drop-
ping, with a few right after
it reached the bottom.

The puppy drum and
stripers weren't very
particular and liked both
baits. Caulder switched
to single-hook jerkbaits
to make them easier to
release. White and pearl
sides and a dark back was
the color combination they
liked best.

At somewhere around half
tide, the bite slowed in the
creek mouth but shifted
out to the shallow shelf
before the drop into deeper
water in the river. The fish
whacked the lures and took
off. Caulder said sometimes
they can be like trout and
the strike is just a light peck,
so he uses braided line and
sensitive rods that transmit
even the slightest tick up
the line to the fisherman.

The mixed-bag fishery
around Wilmington is usu-
ally good. It can change a
little and shift locations
with an influx of rainwater
runoff or salt water. The
good news is that the fish
don’t move far and can
usually be found. Stripers
are usually upriver from
the power line that crosses

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

below the State Port, and reds and specks
rarely venture upriver beyond the I-140
bridges. Winter fishermen can usually find
a few red drum, speckled trout and strip-
ers. Stripers really shine from late February
on as they are feeding heavily preparing for
their spawning run up the Cape Fear and
Northeast Cape Fear rivers. =

Jerry Dilsaver of Oak Island, N.C.,
is a full-time freelance writer
and columnist for Carolina
Sportsman. He is a former SKA
National Champion and USAA
Angler of the Year.

Stripers move into Wilmington's
three rivers around Thanksgiving
and stay into the spring.

Jerry Dilsaver

WILMINGTON'S

THREE
RIVERS

The area around down-
town Wilmington, N.C, is
home to three rivers — the
Cape Fear, Northeast Cape
Fear and Brunswick — plus,
the Black River flows into the
Cape Fear about 10 miles
upriver.

The Cape Fear is the
primary river, with its head-
waters at Jordan Dam near
Moncure. The Cape Fear is
also dammed near Tar Heel,
Elizabethtown and Riegel-
wood. Each dam has locks,
although navigation on the
river has almost ceased.
Several year ago, a rock-arch
fish ladder was installed at
Lock and Dam No. 1,near
Riegelwood. There are calls
for similar fish ladders at the
other dams, but projects
have not been scheduled.

The Cape Fear River collects
several smaller rivers and
numerous creeks as it runs
about 200 miles through
central North Carolina to the
ocean at Southport. The larg-
est of these is the Northeast
Cape Fear, which works its
way downstream for about
130 miles from Goldsboro,
dumping into the Cape Fear
near the battleship North
Carolina.

The Brunswick River is basi-
cally an auxiliary channel
for the Cape Fear that splits
off near the railroad bridge
at Navassa and rejoins the
Cape Fear across from the
Wilmington State Ports.

The Wilmington rivers are
all tidal, which moves bait up
and down the river, plus in
and out of the feeder creeks.
The tide range is approxi-
mately 4 feet at Wilmington
and gradually tapers off
heading upstream. =






ANGLER’S MARINE
842 Ocean Hwy West
Holden Beach, NC 28462
910-775-7900
anglersmarinenc.com

BAY RACER MARINE
213 US HIGHWAY 70 WEST
HAVELOCK, NC 28532
252-447-2277
bayracermarine.com

BERKELEY OUTDOORS
2955 S. LIVE OAK DR
MONCKS CORNER, SC 29461
843-761-2628
803-333-9992
803-505-8727
berkeleyoutdoors.com

BRAZDA MARINE
2645 Highway 24
Newport, NC 28570
252-240-1600
brazdamarine.net

BROAD CREEK MARINA
18 SIMMONS ROAD
HILTON HEAD ISLAND, SC. 29926
843-681-3625
broadcreekmarinahh.com

BROWN’S MARINE INC
1825 ANTHONY RD
BURLINGTON, NC 27215
336-229-5784
brownsmarine.net

CAROLINA BOATWORKS
OF COLUMBIA, LLC
181 Pontiac Business Center Drive
Elgin, SC 29045
803-736-0035
chwofcolumbia.com

CAROLINA OUTBOARD
220 NC HWY 210 WEST
HAMPSTEAD, NC 28443
910-319-0506
carolinaoutboardnc.com

CAROLINA COACH & MARINE
[-40, EXIT 135
CLAREMONT, NC 28610
800-305-9045
www.carolinacoach.com

CHATLEE BOAT & MARINE
2615 JEFFERSON DAVIS HWY.
SANFORD, NC 27330
919-775-7259
chatleeboats.com

COASTLINE RV & MARINE
2340 S. HIGHWAY 17
MURRELLS INLET, SC 29576
843-458-3999
coastlinervrentals.com

COVE 2 COAST MARINE
1821 LAKE MURRAY BLVD.
COLUMBIA, SC 29212
803-814-1514
cove2coastmarine.com
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SEE YOUR LOCAL
DEALER FOR SPECIALS

OFFERED BY

MARINE 360
1925 JOHNSON MARINA RD
CHAPIN, SC 29036
803-749-2360
marine360sc.com

MARINE WAREHOUSE
6921 MARKET ST
WILMINGTON, NC 28411
910-799-1277
marinewarehousecenter.com

MARINE WAREHOUSE CENTER
3881 SAVANNAH HIGHWAY
JOHNS ISLAND, SC 29455

843-974-5353
marinewarehousecenter.com

MARTIN’S PERFORMANCE BOATING
9345 MACEDONIA CHURCH RD
PROSPERITY, SC 29127
803-364-2162
martinsmarine.com

MERRITT MARINE
1804 NC-86
HILLSBOROUGH, NG 27278
919-732-7377
merrittmarine.com

MIRAMAR BOATS LLC
209 ARENDELL ST
MOREHEAD CITY, NC 28557
252-726-7678
www.portsidemarina.com

MUDDY BAY MARINE
13803 C. R. KOON HWY.
NEWBERRY, SC 29108
803-321-1900
muddybay.com

NORTH POINT WATERSPORTS
112 DOOLIE RD.
MOORESVILLE, NC
704-799-1994
northpointwatersports.com
info@npwatersports.com

PERFORMANCE EAST
604 CORPORATE DRIVE
GOLDSBORO, NC 27530

888-503-8900
ncpowersports.com

PRECISION MARINE INC
5201 USHWY 70 E
GOLDSBORO, NC 27534
919-751-1199
precisionmarineinc.com

RADCLIFFE MARINE INC.
865 US 264 BYPASS
BELHAVEN, NC 27810

252-943-3923
www.radcliffemarine.com

REEL DETERMINED OUTDOORS
4308 PAGELAND HWY
MONROE, NC 28112
704-764-3910

ROGUE MOTION BOAT
SALES & STORAGE
1411 FOLLY ROAD

CHARLESTON, SC 29412
TOLL-FREE 888-341-9460
roguemotion.com

COVE 2 COAST MARINE
2476 SAVANNAH HWY.
CHARLESTON, SC 29407
843-212-3915
cove2coastmarine.com

DOSS MARINE
1720 CHAPIN ROAD
CHAPIN, SC 29036

803-345-1001

dossmarine.com

DOWN EAST MARINE
455 HIGHWAY 70 OTWAY
BEAUFORT, NC 28516
252-728-5817
downeastmarine.com

FORT MACON MARINA INC
417 EFT MACON RD POB 370
ATLANTIC BEACH, NC 28512

252-726-2055
fortmaconmarina.com

FOUR SONS MARINE
855 CAUSEY RD
FAIR BLUFF, NC 28439
910-649-5755
foursonsmarine.com

GRAHAM MARINE
318 W HARDEN ST
GRAHAM, NC 27253
336-227-8711
grahammarinesales.net

GREG’S OUTBOARD CTR INC
1105 E OCEAN RD
HOLLY RIDGE, NC 28445
910-329-0040
gregsoutboard.com

HUNTLEY MARINE
307 N POLK ST
PINEVILLE, NC 28134
704-889-2111
huntleymarine.com

JERRY’S MARINE SERVICES
3801-B MEETING STREET ROAD
CHARLESTON, SC 29405
843-554-3732 « Fax 843-554-9435
jerrysmarine.com

JET JOE’S MARINE
SALES AND SERVICE
565 SATTERWHITE POINT RD.
HENDERSON, NC 27537
Phone: 252-430-6209
jetjoesmarine.com

JIMMY’S MARINE
6685 BEACH DRIVE SW
OCEAN ISLE BEACH, NC 28469
910-575-3600
jimmysmarine.com

JOHNSON’S MARINE
814 HOUSER ST
ORANGEBURG, SC 29115-6325
803-531-1655 « Fax 803-531-1626
johnsonsmarinesc.com

LONG’S FISHING & MARINE
5401 HWY 24
ANDERSON, SC 29625-6020
864-287-9064 « FAX 864-287-2965

Not all North Carolina and South Carolina American Suzuki Motor of America Inc. marine dealers are represented in this advertisement.

$ SuzZuKi
 MARINE

SALTWATER MARINE
6130 CAROLINA BEACH ROAD
WILMINGTON NC 28412
910-392-7488
saltwatermarine.net

SOUNDSIDE MARINE
114 MARINE DRIVE
EDENTON, NC 27932
252-482-4363
soundsidemarine.com

SOUTHPORT MARINE MART
4711 LONG BEACH RD
SOUTHPORT, NC
910-457-6350
marinemartnc.com

SOUTHPORT WATERSPORTS
4888 Coastal Drive
Southport, NC 28461
910-477-6681
southportwatersports.com

STRICKLAND MARINE CENTER
4520 HWY 24
ANDERSON, SC 29626
864-225-0145
stricklandmarine.com

STROUD AND SON MARINE SALES
1897 OCEAN HWY
EDENTON, NC 27932
252-482-8938
www.stroudandson.com

SUTTON MARINE
914 PARK AVENUE SOUTHEAST
AIKEN, SC 29801
803-648-6141
suttonmarine.com

THE GREAT OUTDOORS
112 ANORTH CHERRY ST.
CHERRYVILLE, NC 28021

704-445-8848
teamgreatoutdoors.com

TRI-COUNTY MARINE
1203 PREMIER ROAD
GRANITE FALLS, NC 28630
828-728-4845
tricountyboats.com

TWIN LAKES MARINE, INC
265 Satterwhite Point Rd
Henderson, N.C. 27537
252-431-0416
twinlakesmarinenc.com

WEBSTERS MARINE INC
5974 N OKATIE HWY
RIDGELAND, SC 29936-8248
843-987-6663  Fax 843-379-2628
webstersmarine.com

YOPP BROTHERS INC
883 HWY 210 W POB 849
SNEADS FERRY, NC 28460

910-327-2831
yoppbrothersmarine.com

$ suzuxi
[~ MARINE

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018






64

SOUND
& SEA

Brian Cope

IT'S ONLY A
BUCKET, ORIS IT?

NEW, HIGH-TECH BUCKETS MAY BE EXPENSIVE,
BUT THEY PERFORM PLENTY OF TASKS FOR ANGLERS

esides rods, reels, line and

hooks, what’s the most-

common piece of fishing

equipment carried by anglers
fishing from the bank to million-dollar
billfishing boats and every other class of
angler in between?

The 5-gallon bucket.

This container has withstood the test
of time and is still used by low-tech and
high-tech anglers alike; its uses are limit-
less. Whether it’s storing tackle, anchors,
cast nets or lunch or hauling water,
holding bait or ice, serving as a livewell
or cutting board, to being used as a seat,
table or to hold fishing rods, the bucket
has long been a useful tool for all anglers.

It's changed very little over time, and no
one gave much thought to it not chang-
ing. Theyre cheap — if not free — and
while they've always served an important
role, no one has found it necessary to
have a nicer bucket. But once one gets
a crack or has a handle break off, it can
cause a mere inconvenience or a major
catastrophe, depending on what it’s
being used for when that happens.

In many ways, buckets have been simi-
lar to coolers, which, until a few years
ago, were inexpensive enough and cheap
enough to replace every year or two. But

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

The Kula 5 can double as a bucket
or a high-tech cooler.

just as some companies stepped up to
vastly improve everything about coolers,
the bucket is finally being modernized.

Two buckets in particular are leading the
revolution. The Yeti LoadOut, by the same
folks who made it cool to spend $350 on a
cooler, is one. The Kula 5 is another. And
while they both have the same 5- gallon
capacity, they are vastly different.

The Yeti LoadOut is the same size and
shape of a typical 5-gallon bucket, but

Buckets of various sizes have gone on countless fishing
trips over the years. Only recently have fishing “buckets”
become high-tech, following the lead of coolers.

Yeti’'s LoadOut bucket
retails for about $40.

it’s seriously over-engineered. The Kula 5
does double-duty as a bucket and cooler,
and it features high-performance cooler
insulation, so it’s considerably larger.
Both buckets feature tie-down points,
non-slip bottoms, heavy duty and com-
fortable handles, are virtually unbreakable
and are guaranteed to last much longer
than any other 5-gallon bucket available.
The LoadOut has an optional lid that is
virtually unbreakable, makes the bucket



watertight and is easy to install and
remove. A fabric apron with numerous
pockets is also available. This attaches to
the bucket and adds plenty of storage.
The Kula 5 comes with a hinged water-
tight lid with foam padding, making it
perfect to use as a seat. A single, vulca-
nized rubber latch allows one-handed
opening and closing. A stainless steel
bottle opener is mounted to the Kula, and
aleak-proof plug is positioned in the cen-
ter of the bucket’s slightly sloped bottom,
allowing for quick and complete draining.

ARE THEY WORTH IT?

The LoadOut Bucket retails

A BUCKET LIST OF BUCKET USES:

A 5-gallon bucket might be the mostimportant thing you carry fishing after your rods and reels. Whether you're
fishing from land, pier or boat, o bucket can perform these takes: store tackle, anchors, cast net, lunch, water,
bait or ice. It can be a livewell or cutting board, a seat or a fable, and in some cases, even a rod-holder.

they eventually spent the money.

For many folks, that purchase has
saved them from spending more money
on multiple coolers in just a few years.
Likewise, some anglers are already using
these high-tech buckets, but many others
are hesitant to shell out the money. But
once their current inexpensive bucket
leaks, or the handle breaks, or they tire

of it sliding across their truck bed, they
have these options to turn to. =

Brian Cope of Edisto Island, $.C., is a retired
Air Force combat communications technician.
He has a B.A. in English Literature from the
University of South Carolina and has been
writing about the outdoors since 2006. He's
spent half his life hunting and fishing. The rest,
he said, has been wasted.

for about $40. A 5-gallon
bucket from Lowe’s will run
you about $4, so you would

need to go through 10 of INEWILT

them to equal the price of one
LoadOut. But those buckets
from Lowe’s have uncomfort-
able handles, will slide on
truck beds and boats, and
they lack other features of the
LoadOut. More important,
the cheaper buckets will fail
you at some point. With the
LoadOut, you've got peace of
mind that $4 doesn’t buy.

The Kula retails for about
$200. That’s expensive for a
bucket but less costly than
most high-performance cool-
ers. And like the LoadOut,
when you need a bucket (or
a high-performance cooler),
you know it’s going to be
there, and you know it’s going
to last. It's got everything you
could want in a bucket and
more, and offers dual-purpose
use that a hardware store
bucket, the LoadOut, or a
bulky rectangular cooler can’t
deliver.

Some anglers jumped on
the high-performance cooler
craze once those products
became available. It took oth-
ers quite a while to come to
terms with spending that kind
of money, but they eventu-
ally recognized the durability
meant it could be the last
cooler they ever purchase, so

BOATS

YAMAHA

Call Us Today For The
Lowest Re-Power Prices In NC!

MITZI SKIFFS

Sneads Ferry, NC
910-327-3953

www.powermarineoutfitters.com

www.CarolinaSportsman.com
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LUNKER
LINES

Davy Hite

A Buckeye Mop Jig (left) and a No. 7 Rapala
Shad Rap are two baits all bass fishermen
need to have tied on in March, when bass

are really starting to feed and move toward

shallower water.

MUST-HAVE BAITS FOR
MARCH BASS

MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THESE LURES TIED ON VWHEN YOU HIT THE
LAKE THIS MONTH FOR YOUR BEST CHANCE AT TRULY BIG BASS

cross the Carolinas, March is

the best month, in my opin-

ion, to catch a trophy large-

mouth bass. I know you can
catch one in January, February or April,
but everything points to having your best
chance this month.

Our March days can be very, very differ-
ent, depending on the weather and water
temperature. The days are getting longer,
but that doesn't matter as much as water
temperature, and it can be from one
extreme to the other. By the last part of
the month, it’s usually starting to warm
up pretty good.

That said, when I head out on Lake
Murray, my home lake, or on any other
lake in the Carolinas this month, I am
absolutely going to have a handful of
rods on the front deck of my Phoenix
bass boat, with the best March baits I
can possibly tie on. Here they are:

JERKBAITS

Jerkbaits really work better when the
water is colder, so they're great in early
March, when we're subject to have water

Carolina Sportsman | March 2018

temperatures in the high 40s and low
50s. Fish can be lethargic, and a jerkbait
will suspend in front of them.

I'm fishing a Rapala Rip Stop, which can
get down to about 6 or 7 feet. I'll fish it on
a 6-foot-7, Lew’s Speed Stick jerkbait rod
and a Lew’s Super Duty baitcasting reel
spooled with 10-pound fluorocarbon. I
like to fish shad and herring colors.

I am looking for situations when I can
see bait and bass suspended on my depth
finder. A perfect situation is when we've
had a few warm days in late February,
maybe a week, and then we get a cold
front and the water temperature drops
back down. That’s when I love a jerkbait.
The fish have moved up, and they're so far
along toward the spring that they won't
go back down, but they’ll move off cover
and structure and suspend. That’s when
you catch ‘em on a jerkbait.

The cadence you fish a jerkbait is very
important. When the water tempera-
ture is in the high 40s, I'll slow down,
but I'll mix it up. I'll start with a jerk-
jerk-pause-jerk-jerk-pause cadence, at
different speeds. If I see bait and fish on

Dan Kibler

my Humminbird and I'm not catching
anything after 15 minutes, I'm going to
change something up.

CRANKBAITS

I'love fishing jerkbaits, but if I had to
choose my Nos. 1 and 2 baits for March,
they're going to be crankbaits. I love to
fish a No. 7 Shad Rap, and a Rapala DT-6
or DT-10, depending on how deep the
fish are.

Crankbaits come into play when I see
fish relating to the bottom or to some
kind of cover or structure on the bottom
— as opposed to fishing a jerkbait when
fish are suspended. I love that I can cover
alot of water with a crankbait and use it
as a search bait.

Every bass fisherman in the country
has at least one Shad Rap in their tackle
boxes. It’s the best cold-water crankbait
ever. If the water temperature is in the
mid-40s, the high 40s or the low 50s,
that’s what I'm going to be throwing,. If
the water temperature is in the mid-50s
or higher 50s, I'm going to be throwing a
DT-6 or DT-10.



I want to use crawfish colors: reds,
browns, oranges. I want to look for wood,
rock or even grass. This time of year, you
may have some hydrilla, but youre more
likely to have some kind of stubble left
from vegetation that’s gone dormant in
the winter.

I'want to fish these crankbaits on
a 7-foot, Lew’s David Fritts Perfect
Crankbait Rod and a Lew’s BB1 baitcast-
ing reel spooled with 10- to 12-pound
fluorocarbon. If I was fishing a stiffer rod,
or arod with a faster action, Id use mono-
filament.

MOP JIG

I'will fish a Buckeye mop jig anytime
during March, depending on

WE GOT THE BEAT:

Cadence is extremely important when you're fishing a jerkbait like a Rapala Rip Stop {above) for late-winter
largemouth bass that are suspended around suspended bait. Choose one cadence o start with — jerk-erk-
pause — is a favorite, but experiment, especially if you're not getting bit when you see fish on your depth-
finder. Slow down, speed up, go to a different cadence, by try something else.

Flappin’ Hawg,

I'll fish a mop jig on a 7-foot, Lew’s
Magnum Pitching Rod, the Super Duty
reel and 14- to 17-pound fluorocarbon.

So when you hit the lake this month,
make sure these baits are tied on, so you
can get the most out of your March trips. =

Davy Hite of Ninety Six, 5.C, is a two-time
BASS Angler of the Year who won the 1999
Bassmasters Classic and 1998 FLW Tour
Championship. He is sponsored by Phoenix,
Evinrude, Lew’s, Rapala, Buckeye, YMC
Humminbird, War Eagle, Costa Del Mar and
Yamamoto.

the cover and what bass are

T CATCHIMEIENYOUICAN
I don’t want to sound like 000

abroken record, but I'm
adamant about this: a mop
jig is a great, big-fish bait.
Anywhere I'm fishing, I've
got to throw it two or three
times just to keep the big fish
honest.

What I'm looking at is fish-
ing it around targets that
I might see: maybe a dock
post with brush, blowdowns,
stumps. Obviously, 'm going
to throw it anywhere I catch
a few fish on a jerkbait or a
crankbait.

One important thing is,
look for crawfish. In late fall

CAUSEIMIHAULINS

BIOWOUIRCGNIAENINISTOCKS

HASS[BOATS,

MERCURY

*1 On The Water

and winter, you'll see more

crawfish around the banks

of most of our lakes, because
the water is usually down and
very clear. I've heard more
people tell me about the big
crawfish they’ve seen on Lake
Murray this winter. What
you're looking for is the color
of the crawfish. They can be
different colors at different
times of the year — and on
different bodies of water.

I want to match the color of
the crawfish I see, whether
they’re brown or black with
red spots — that’s a big one
— or any other color. I'm
going to fish a mop jig with a
crawfish trailer, a Yamamoto
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GREENER
PASTURES

Jeff Burleson

MARCH: LION OR
LAMB FOR HABITAT

IMPROVING SOME HABITAT CAN HAVE UNWANITED,
NEGATIVE EFFECTS IF YOU'RE NOT CAREFUL

arch is a pivotal time of

the year for wild turkey

and deer; the two big-

game species on which
hunters spend most of their time and
dollars. When it’s crunch time for turkey
hunters in March, it’s also prime time for
deer managers to make waves in food
plots in preparation for warm-season
plantings. But can something that helps
one species counteract objectives for
other species?

Well, maybe. It depends on where and
when these land-management activities
are under power. Disturbance at the
ground level is typically very beneficial
for promoting habitats.

Expired food plots and open areas
often become part of March duties to
create fresh bugging areas for turkeys or
to break up soil. Disk harrows or PTO-
powered bush hogs are the most-impor-
tant tractor implements that every land
manager should have parked in their
sheds. Together, they disturb the land at
ground level, consequently creating cur-
rent and potential future opportunities
for groceries that wildlife will utilize.

Turkeys love a plowed field, and land
managers can disk up rows and fallow
food plots to attract turkey in time for
the hunting season.
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The days are getting longer, and tem-
peratures are warming the soil enough to
jump-start the green season, too. Shallow
tillage stimulates the growth of native
grasses and forbs that both deer and tur-
keys love. Additionally, mowing can be
beneficial by spreading native seeds and
shortening overgrown vegetation.

The benefits of mowing and disking can
easily be realized on most properties, but
they can have negative impacts as well.
Turkeys in the Carolinas will begin nest-
ing and laying eggs as early as March,
and a turkey nest will quickly become
scrambled eggs in the path of a disk
harrow or a bush hog. To prevent this,
all their spring mowing and harrowing
should be finished by no later than the
middle of March.

Beyond turkeys, mechanically alter-
ing the ground layer can have negative
impacts on deer recruitment. Even
though deer don’t begin dropping fawns
until May, mowing grown-up fields leads
to a shortage of prime fawning habitat
and increases levels of coyote predation.

Coyotes are here to stay, and the arrival
of deer fawns during the spring is like
Christmas Day for a pack. Cover is criti-
cal for newborn fawns; they need cover
from Day One. Overgrown fields and
woodlots with high grass are critical to

Disking up old food plots or fallow fields will provide
turkeys with great opportunities to search for bugs
and other food. To prevent the downside — pos-
sible nest destruction or habitat loss for newly born
fawns — get your disking done by mid-March.

Jeff Burleson

create protection from coyotes and other
predators. A deer fawn is born with mini-
mal survival characteristics, and over-
grown fields come into play to increase
their rate of survival.

Typically, does will choose the same
fawning grounds each year, and these
areas should be identified and preserved
during the fawning season. In the
Carolinas, the fawning season begins in
May and will usually be over by the end
of June. The lack of good fawning habitat
will directly impact fawn survival and
the future quality of the deer herd. After
fawning is over, the overgrown areas
can be mowed and prepared for the fall
planting season.

Land managers can still disk and mow
certain areas to promote deer and turkey
habitat, but certain areas need to be stay
out of the tractor’s path to encourage
fawning habitat and survival.

Mowing and disk harrowing are two
important tools that should be used
every year to promote wildlife habitat.
However, their usage should be planned
accordingly to make sure that the activi-
ties are promoting targeted wildlife spe-
cies rather than negatively impacting
annual recruitment.

Hunters and land managers invest tons
of energy in preparing open areas for



food plots and attracting turkeys during
the spring season. While working the
land can take away from other activities,
it can be money well spent when lands
load up with wildlife right when the time
is right to pull the trigger.

OFF THE BEATEN PATH

Creating food plots and freshly tilled
areas are perfect early spring maneuvers
for boosting turkey and deer habitat,
but the typical farm tractor and a full
complements of implements are rarely
available to most hunters. The financial
investment and routine care for this
machinery can be too much for the
hunter who will use them only a few
times a year. And many of the areas that
hunters want to manipulate are off the
beaten path and not suitable for a full-
sized tractor, either.

While some hunters resort to ATV
attachments, often they lack the intensity
to do the job, especially in places that
have never seen a tractor before. But a
heavy duty, self-propelled machine with
mower and tiller attachments is an ideal
solution for handling more-remote, less-

KNOW HOW YOUR
SHOTGUN SHOOTS

When hunters shoot a deer with buckshot or with a
shotgun slug and the deer doesn't drop on the spot,
they will start to looking for a blood trail. But turkeys
are quite different. When a turkey is shot in the body, it
will typically take off like a jet, leaving nothing behind
but a cloud of dust. Hunters understand that a wel-
placed shot and a fight pattern is vital to tagging a fom.

accessible areas.

BCS America offers a solution for
hunters and land managers: a single,
walk-behind machine with various
attachments to handle those out-of-the-
way places.

Joe Fowler of Open Season is the dealer
for BCS America that services customers
in the Carolinas for their line of walk-
behind tractors and attachments.

Will Grubb
The easiest way to up the odds is for hunters to pat-
tern their turkey guns with an ideal load and choke
choice. Even though hunters intend on shooting
tight patter, the type of load and choke selection will
produce different resulfs. Hunters should figure out
what their ideal kill range is and shoot various chokes
and loads on clean pieces of paper. Choose the choke
and load combination that gives the most consistent
pattern to ensure a solid kill shot.

“Our tractors are perfect for the hard-to-
get to places where you cannot pull in a
big tractor;” said Fowler (704-213-1264).
“With the dozen different implements,
you can mow trails, pulverize the soil and
prepare ground in remote areas.”

The BCS tractor has many PTO-driven
implements, including; a flail mower,
rotary tiller and rotary plow — perfect for

continues on page 70

* Real Estate Developments
¢ Residential Lot Clearing

e Shooting and Fire Lanes

e Trail Building

e \Wildlife Habitat Restoration
e Forestry Site Prep
e Utility Right-of-Way Clearing
e Pond Construction
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FOR ALL YOUR BRUSH SHREDDING NEEDS CALL US TODAY!
Bulldozer ® Mulching ® Trackhoe Work

843-230-8222

Brannon Turbeville - Owner
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mowing and tilling areas in faraway places for the spring plant-
ing and turkey season.

“Iload everything up in my
trailer, but you don't need a Jeff Burleson s a native
trailer to t t th . of Lumberton, N.C, who
rai el;’ 0 rans}ior € equip- lives in Myrtle Beach,
ment, he said. “I can put the $.C. He graduated from
tractor, mower and one other N.C.State University and
. is a certified biologist
attachment into the back of and professional forester
my Toyota truck with room to for Southern Palmetto
» Environmental Consulting.
spare.’ =

HOMEOWNER ® MOBILE HOMES ® AUTO ® BOATS ® MOTORCYCLES

Personal Service Guaranteed

3090 Jefferies Hwy ® Walterboro, SC 29488
Phone (843) 538-5856  Fax (843) 538-5282

www.sarahjudysinsurance.com

A self-propelled mower or tiller allows
land managers to improve habitat in
places you can't reach with a tractor.
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SMALL CRAFT
ADVISORY

Phillip Gentry

PADDLE, PEDAL
TO PLENTY OF CRAPPIE

KAYAKS, CANOES CAN PUT YOU IN GREAT SPOTS FOR SPRING SLABS

arch and crappie fishing

go together like peas and

carrots, but while many

anglers fish for crappie,
far fewer consider chasing the popular
panfish from a paddleboat.

Across the Carolinas, you will find
March crappie moving from late-winter
staging areas into tributary creeks and
even to spawning grounds; the spawn
usually starts the last week of the month.

What better way to creep and crawl
around logs, stumps and between boat
docks than from a small, extremely
maneuverable kayak?

A popular tactic for tracking crappie
movements during late February and
early March is by trolling, sometimes
called long-line trolling — not to be
confused with slow, vertical trolling,
aka spider-rigging. While most anglers
believe trolling requires the use of an
trolling motor, a paddle- or foot pedal-
driven boat achieves the same results.

Trolling with multiple rods means rod
holders will be a necessity, and the gear
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tracks and mounting balls and brackets
available in the after-market kayak world
provide numerous choices.

Anglers who prefer to troll or drift from
the front of the yak can do so by install-
ing a rack to hold rods out in front.

Once crappie begin committing to the
shallows, kayaks are one of the best ways
to get into wood-choked, backwater
areas with a single pole and jig every
fishy looking spot. These areas are often
protected from current and wind, so
boat positioning is simple. Use a hand
paddle to scull between spots and an
8- to 11- foot jig pole to reach out and
dangle a jig on 3 or 4 foot of line.

Another area where plastic boats out-
shine even the tried and true john boat is
around boat docks. The plastic makeup
of the kayak makes for a quieter presen-
tation and is much more maneuverable.

Shooting docks, the practice of using a
flexible, light-action rod to sling-shot jigs
into the recesses deep beneath a pier or
dock goes hand in hand with kayak fish-
ing, as the angler is as low to the water as

Phillip Gentry

possible without wearing swim trunks.

Shooting refers to holding in one hand
the bait, a small crappie jig, while hold-
ing the line tight to the spool of a spin-
ning reel with the other.

Bend the rod over and hold the jig
between your thumb and fore finger
under the reel. Release the jig and
simultaneously release the line, which
sling-shots the bait forward, parallel to
the water, causing it to skip up under the
platform or whatever youre shooting at.

Make sure to work the boat dock from
all angles. Crappie won't take long to
show their presence, so once a dock has
been shot, quickly paddle on to the next
one and starting shooting it.

STARKS’ BEST DAY

What was scheduled as a bass-fishing,
meet-and-fish outing on South Carolina’s
Lake Russell in March 2015 turned into
a kayak perch-jerking outing for sev-
eral members of the Upstate SC Kayak
Fishing Club, including Bryan Starks
from Simpsonville who landed a nearly



3%-pound crappie.

“The morning was rainy and had turned
off cold but several of the members said
they had heard the crappie were biting ,so
my dad and I packed our crappie rods,
Starks said. “Most of the club members
were trolling jigs, trying to catch crappie”

Starks was long-line trolling a jig-and-
minnow combination from his Hobie
Outback kayak around standing timber
in Latimer Creek when one of the four
rods bent over. Much to his delight, he
had hooked the biggest crappie he had
ever seen.

“I was using a Stump’s Jigs & Flies hand-
tied jig with a minnow on a hook tied
in-line, kind of like a stacker rig, above
the jig. The jig was Yi6-ounce in pink/
silver/blue pattern. I was long-lining in
water around 26 feet deep with a lot of
submerged timber. The jig was trolling
maybe 6 to 8 feet deep”

During the lunch time break, Starks was
curious what the big crappie would weigh
and had another club member, Ronnie
McKee, weigh the fish on his handheld
digital scales. The fish weighed 3 pounds,
7 ounces. =

SLAB OF A LIFETIME
Brian Starks of Simpsonville, S.C., caught this 3-pound, 7-ounce crappie in March 2015 on a kayak club fishing
outing on South Carolina’s Lake Russell. The fish hit a hand-tied jig with a minnow trailer, long-line trolled in

deep water around standing timber.

continues on page 74
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MainStay Suites: Sleep Inn:

5229 Market S, 5225 Market S,
Wilmington, NC 28405 \Vllmington, NC 28405
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Manufactured in SC!
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YAK ATTACK LEVERAGE NET

The revolutionary forearm grip featured on the Yak Attack Lever-
age landing net offers unparalleled stability and control, while
the hinged design allows the handle to fold alongside the net for
easy storage.

The high level of control and accuracy offered by the forearm
grip means you don't need a giant hoop to net your next big fish,
and the portability makes the net an It features a foam-covered
extension on the handle, allowing the net to be stored in a tube-
style or flush-mount rod holder.

The full net
measures
12x20 inches
and handles
even the big-
gest fish. It
doesn't dam-
age the fish,
and the mesh
is resistant to tangling with hooks.

The net measures 48 inches long, allowing a kayak angler full
control of the netting and landing of any fish with no need to
contort your body to land the fish effectively.

Yak Attack Leverage Landing Net, MSPR $80. More info at
www.yakattack.us,

B’N’M SHARP SHOOTER ROD

A continued quest for the perfect rod for dock-shooting led
Mississippi-based B'n'M Poles to design and create the Sharp-
Shooter Deluxe 6. This rod has been field tested by Bn'M's pro
staff for several years before release on the market two years ago.

The one-piece blank on the Sharp Shooter 6 is made of extra-

stiff, 98-percent graph-
ite that provides longer
and more accurate
“shooting”of jigs as
small as Ye4-ounce.

The rod’s micro-tip
eyelet reduces line wig-
gle to help the angler
see movement, indicat-
ing a fish has taken the
jig. The rod's handle is
made of Portuguese
cork and has a fixed reel
seat and touch system

to provide superior feel. Additional features include Dyna Flo
guides for smooth line flow and a hook keeper.

“Other rods for dock shooting are much shorter, 5 or 5 ¥ feet,
said Ronnie Capps, a B'n'M pro staffer."Having a 6-foot rod gives
you more leverage to steer a fish out of the dock and is especially
useful when fishing from a kayak because you can reach it all the
way around the boat”

B'n’M Sharp Shooter 6 rod, MSRP $59.99. More info at

bnmpoles.com.

MARCH'’S BEST FISHING BETS

North Carolina

What: Black crappie

Where: Badin Lake

How: During the prespawn, look for
crappie to move into the backs of creeks.
Most fish will be found from halfway back
to the shallow flats at the back of the
creek. Long-line troll is-ounce curlytail jigs
behind the yak at a slow, even paddle —
9to 1.2 mph if you have GPS.

Launch: Fish Tales Marina and Circle
Drive ramps will put you within reach of

the back of several good creeks and coves.

Insider tip: When long-lining from a
kayak, use rods of different lengths with
the longest toward the front of the boat,
decreasing length as you move toward
the stern. If paddling, leave enough space
between the last rod to get a decent
paddle stroke in.
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South Carolina

What: Black, white crappie

Where: Lake Marion, upstream from
I-95 bridge.

How: The shallows above 1-95 is stump
infested, hand-to-hand, jig-pole fishing.
Using a 9- to 10-foot pole, lower a ¥5- or
Yis-ounce jig around any standing or sub-
merged timber.

Launch: Santee State Park, Low Falls
Landing and Sparkleberry Landing will
put you in the right areas

Insider tip: A brown jig with an orange
head is a hard color combination to
beat at Santee during the prespawn and
spawning periods. The color mimics small
crayfish that prey on nest eggs and fry and
really tick nest guarding male crappie off.

SC/NC Border

What: Black crappie

Where: Lake Wylie

How: Shooting docks. Pick an area with a
number of floating boat docks and shoot
Yh4- Or Va2-ounce jigs as far back under
docks as you can reach.

Launch: Pick your spot from the list at
http://wylie.uslakes.info

Insider tip: This is a line-watching event,
so fluorescent blue line helps you to see
a fish inhale your jig as it is slowly falling
through the water column under the dock.

Phillip Gentry of Greenville, S.C, is host of
“Upstate Outdoors,” a weekly radio show that
can be heard on Saturdays at noon on WORD
106.3 FM.
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COOKING ON
THE WILD SIDE

Jerry Dilsaver

BLUEWATER
BOUNTY

TRY THIS SPECIAL TUNA SALAD
RECIPE AFTER YOUR SPRING
BLUEWWATER TRIP GOES GREAT

Know your tuna species. Yellowfin and blackfin are great
table fare and easily recognizable. Skipjack tuna, which
are very tasty, are sometimes confused with their cousins,
Atlantic bonito and false albacore. Skipjacks have hori-
zontal stripes below the lateral line. Bonito are also tasty
and have horizontal stripes on their backs. False albacore,
largely inedible, have worm-like markings on their backs
and extremely red flesh.
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I'm thinking fish for our March recipe.
The cold weather from early Janu-
ary has had negative effects on several
species of inshore fish, but the offshore
fishing remained surprisingly good.
The wind and sea conditions weren't
often ideal, but when weather windows
opened, most fishermen found the fish
biting from the top to the bottom.
While the old saying is about March
winds, there are usu-
ally a few good breaks
that allow fishermen in
the Carolinas the time
to make the long Gulf
Stream run in calm seas
and find excellent fishing
conditions once there.
The two staples of catches
are wahoo and blackfin
tuna. Wahoo always have
the potential to be large,
and March blackfins are
usually healthy, with many
exceeding 20 pounds.
This recipe is for black-
fins, but it will work well
with just about all tuna,
including their smaller
Atlantic bonito cousins
that often make an early
run closer to the beaches.
Many fishermen confuse
Atlantic bonito and false
albacore. Atlantic bonito
are prime table fare, while
most folks don't particularly care for
the stronger taste of false albacore. This
recipe is one of many reasons to learn
to tell the difference, and most of them
involve eating Atlantic bonito.

This recipe began as a way to use the
smaller pieces of tuna that are often left
after cleaning. It has become a favorite
and is now prepared with prime pieces
of tuna loin. The combination with fruit
gives it a lighter taste that naturally con-
jures up memories of beautiful spring
weather and excellent fishing trips.
Daylight Savings Time begins March
11, and spring arrives March 20. If the
weather cooperates — with the hour of
daylight shifted to the afternoon — this
could be a nice meal to enjoy on the
deck or patio. =

I enjoy game as much as anyone, but

A tuna salad, cooked with jerk sea-
soning and garnished with fruit,
makes for a great spring meal.

Jerry Dilsaver



JERK AND FRUITY

TUNA SALAD

This recipe is about as simple as it gets. The
tuna is cooked, but everything else is chopped
and mixed. Consider the ingredients as a guide-
line rather than a firm list, and if you prefer one
fruit or don't particularly like one, then add or
delete to suit your personal tastes.

Walkerswood Traditional Jamaican Jerk Sea-
soning (www.walkerswood.com) is the key to
this recipe, and Id definitely worth taking the
time to find. I was introduced to it years ago by
a friend, Dawn Brown, whose husband is Jamai-
can, and it was very difficult to find except in
gourmet and specialty shops. It is now available
in several supermarket chains.

Walkerswood, a wet rub named for the rural
Jamaican community where it began, is the real
deal and still made in Jamaica. I like the "Hot
and Spicy”blend, but there are standard and
“Mild"versions also. For the best saturation, the
jerk seasoning should be rubbed onto the meat
and allowed to absorb overnight. Fish seems
to absorb it better than beef, chicken and pork,
and you should find several hours allows the
flavor to saturate nicely.

Don't use canned fruit for this. It just isn't right
and often has added sugar. The amount of

Jerry Dilsaver

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

Canned fruit often
has enough added
sugar to overpower
many recipes that
call for fruit. Go fresh
whenever possible.

fruit needed is low, and | find that using one of
the pre-cut, mixed fresh fruit bowls popular in
supermarkets gives me all the fruit | need. There
is usually also some left over for snacks.
linclude poppy seed dressing in the ingredi-
ents list for this, but | don't use it in the salad
or when eating the salad with crackers. | use a
little poppy seed dressing when eating this as a
sandwich, and it can be mixed into the salad or
used as a spread on the bread.

Spring arrives this month, so it's time to begin
enjoying fresh bluewater fish again. This recipe
isn't quite as much fun as catching tuna, but it's
a great way to enjoy them without a lot of prep-
aration time and effort. This is a superb way to
enjoy the first tuna of spring in a light meal that
is just right to enjoy during a spring evening on
your deck or patio. The blend and amount of
the Walkerswood Jerk Seasoning can be tailored
so even those with the mildest palate can enjoy
the combination of fresh fish, fresh fruit and
genuine Jamaican jerk seasoning.

Enjoy! m

PREPARATION:

Rub both sides of the tuna steaks
with Walkerswood Traditional Jamai-

INGREDIENTS:

2 or 3 blackfin tuna loin steaks
(10to 12 ounces total)

3% cup cubed pineapple

% cup cubed cantaloupe

% cup cubed honeydew melon
V4 cup chopped mango

Y4 cup sliced strawberries

Va kiwi

1lime

Several lettuce leaves

Walkerswood Traditional
Jamaican Jerk Seasoning (mild,
regular or hot and spicy: to
personal taste)

Poppy seed dressing

Triscuit whole wheat crackers
(personal preference may be
substituted)

Light rolls (croissant, kaiser,
onion, etc.)

Butter flavor anti-stick cooking
spray
Aluminum foil

Serve the tuna salad on a lettuce
leaf with lime slices on the side for

can Jerk Seasoning and seal in alu-
minum foil. There are different spice
levels, and always remember that
less is milder and more is spicier.
Allow the tuna steaks to season for
at least a couple of hours; overnight
in the fridge isn't too long.

Return tuna to room temperature
before cooking. Cube the fruit into
pieces roughly the size of the end
of your little finger. Spray a cast-iron
pan with cooking spray and preheat
to medium/medium high. Sear the
tuna on both sides until the

each individual to add to their per-
sonal taste. One serving style is with
Triscuit crackers on the plate, and a
second is on a light bun, with poppy
seed dressing on the side.

This is a complete but light meal. It
is excellent served alone, but some
will appreciate adding a light des-
sert, such as flan or fried plantains.

LEFT: Cut fresh fruit into cubes
for use in this jerk tuna salad.

sear extends approximately

8- to Va-inch into the steaks —
approximately 2 minutes per
side. Cut the tuna into small
cubes. Mix the tuna and fruit in
a large bowl.

Jerry Dilsaver of Oak Island, N.C., is a freelance
writer, as well as a former national king mackerel
champion fisherman. Readers are encouraged

to send their favorite recipes and a photo of the
completed dish to possibly be used in a future issue
of the magazine. E-mail the recipes and photos to
Jerry Dilsaver at captainjerry@captainjerry.com.
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STICKS AND
STRINGS

Sammy Romano

With deer season in the rear-view mirror,
take time to scout your woods for sign
you might have missed last season.

NO TIME BETTER THAN
NOW TO PREPARE

POSTSEASON IS TIME TO CHANGE GEAR AND,/OR FORM, REVIEW SUCCESS OR FAILURE, WORK ON LAND

s I write this, another year’s

deer season has coming to a

close. For many hunters, this is

asad time of year, as thoughts
of along offseason become reality.

I've often heard it said, “Every ending
is anew beginning.” This is especially
true when it comes to deer hunting with
a bow. After the season, I like to reflect
back and compile a list of things that
went right or wrong. This is no different
than a football team watching film to
analyze its performance.

By doing this, I am able to isolate and
focus on problems in my shooting form,
stand placement, scent-control regimen,
etc., so these errors are not repeated next
season. The time to identify and correct
these issues is now, not several months
down the road when they are easily for-
gotten or overlooked.

ADJUST BOW, FORM

This past season, I struggled with a
bad case of target panic, which made it
very difficult to hunt with my bow. I was
punching the trigger on my release aid
so much that I had little confidence in
my ability to make a clean kill. I switched
over to my crossbow, but I am a vertical
bow guy at heart.

I am already working hard to manage
my target panic. By lowering my draw
weight, shooting a hinge-style release aid
and temporarily removing my sight, I am
reducing my tendency to punch the trig-
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ger. This requires developing new muscle
memory, which takes quite a while and a
lot of practice.

I don't typically take long shots at game
anymore, so I have decided to start
shooting heavier arrows, which should
help with penetration at my new, lighter
draw weight. I am also going to resume
shooting fixed-blade broad heads. I never
make major changes to my form or setup
during the season, because it takes time
to become proficient after doing either.
By making these adjustments to my
form and setup now, I should be ready in
plenty of time for next year’s bow opener.
Bowhunters who wait until just before
the season to make adjustments put
themselves in a bad spot.

SCOUT THE WOODS

I also noticed that a lot of deer were
skirting several of my stands this past sea-
son. I made a mental note of these, and I
am going to relocate these stands to take
advantage of what the deer were doing.

Late winter and early spring are the
best time to scout and locate stands for
next year. Post-season scouting is key to
understanding how deer move through
and utilize any piece of property. Because
it is eight months before next season, a
hunter can move about the woods freely
without worrying about disturbing deer.
In fact, jumping a big buck from his
bed will only help to pinpoint one of his
bedding locations, because he will have

Sammy Romano

Sammy Romano

If you're going to change archery gear, even
just your release aid, this is the time of year
to get it done so you have plenty of time to
prepare before next season arrives.

plenty of time to settle down and get over
the intrusion.

Also, with the woods barren, rubs and
scrapes are easier to spot from longer
distances. Game trails are usually well-
worn from heavy use, making them



stand out. Most hunters have accu-
mulated a long list of “honey-dos”
that make it difficult to get into the
woods after the season. Even so,
I can assure you, any time spent
scouting now will pay off in spades
when hunting season rolls around.
Another advantage to post-season
scouting is the ability to clean trees

By reviewing this past season,
you can make adjust-

ments to improve your
odds this fall. Like most
things in life, you get out
of deer hunting what
you put into it. Success
favors the organized

Sammy Romano is a
lifelong hunter who has
worked in the archery
industry for more than 24
years. His expertise includes
compounds and crossbows.
He can be reached at
samboka31@aol.com.

and prepared hunter. »

that you intend to hunt next
season. I am extremely allergic
to poison oak/ivy, and during
the late winter/early spring
these plants are dormant,
making it less likely for me to
have a reaction.

I try to cut a section cover-
ing several inches out of all of
these vines around the base
of any tree I intend to climb or
hang a stand in. This way, by
the time I climb the tree, the
vines have withered and died.
Shooting lanes are also easier
to trim without the weight of
leaves on limbs and branches.
Just be careful not to overdo it,
as the woods will look much
different after green-up in late
spring and thus the next fall.

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

TRACTORS
THE T394 HST

« 37.4 Gross HP Yanmar
Diesel Engine

« Loader Lift Capacity
- 2646 Ibs

- Available in
Hydrostatic or
Mechanical
Transmission

- Optional Cab

ith Heat and ;
nrCondtioning 0% FOR 84 MONTHS AVAILABLE
TYM OFFERS A FULL LINE SEEYOUR LOCAL DEALER FOR DETAILS
OF TRACTORS FROM 19-105 HP RAY’S TRACTORS, LLC
3478 Alex Harvin Hwy., Manning, SC
WWW.TYM-TRACTORS.COM 803-249-1077 - raystractors.com

Hunt deer, wild hoar and turkey
in the wilds of South Carolina

-

Trophy Managed Whitetail
on the Great Pee Dee River

Trophy Wild Boar
in the SC Swamps

NIGHT Hog: March 1 - July 1
SC Rifle Deer: Sept 1 - Jan 1
SC Wild Boar: Year round Season
SC Turkey: April 1 - May 1
Dear/Boar or Turkey/Boar Combos

Located on the border in beautiful

Chesterfield County SC, one hour from Charlotte, NC.

Comfortable lodging including satellite TV,
pool table, bass ponds, rifle & 3-D archery range.

(704) 301-7950

eatsleephunt.com
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SANTEE
STRINGER

Terry Madewell

More big bass head for the shallows in the Santee
Cooper lakes in March than any other month, putting
them in range of plenty of bass fishermen.

BIG-FISH TIME ON
MOULTRIE, MARION

MARCH MEANS HUNGRY BASS, CATFISH, STRIPERS, MORE

ishermen have multiple options during March, arguably
the premier month for opportunities to catch super-
sized trophies of several species at Santee Cooper.

It’s a give-and-take situation, because March also
brings the downside of potentially tough weather: cold fronts
and bothersome winds. But most fishermen are adamant that
the upside is worth it.

Guide Inky Davis said this is prime time for big bass in shal-
low water.

“During March, I believe more trophy bass are in shallow
water, in prespawn and spawn mode, than at any other time of
the year,” he said. “After two or three consecutive warming days
with (rising) water temperatures, the bass fishing can be awe-
some. But even when a front blows through, with all the shal-
low cover in both lakes, we can find enough sheltered water to
effectively fish”

Davis (803-478-7289) will use bottom-bumping lures — plastic
worms, lizards and jigs and trailer rigs — depending on the
cover being fished. Bass can be super-shallow, and beds are
often visible. For prespawn fish, he'll fish slightly deeper water,
still less than 5 feet, and work bottom-bumpers along with
crankbaits and spinnerbaits.

Catfish offer a prime shallow-water connection, and with the
lakes filling up with spawning herring, the shallow-water action
on big catfish is red hot.

Veteran angler Richie Wimmer said that as the shallows load
up with bait — with panfish species as well as migrating blue-
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Terry Madewell

back herring — the
big catfish follow.

“This is a prime
time to catch huge
catfish in skinny
water, sometimes
multiple big fish;’
he said. “I look for
slight depressions
in shallow flats and
along ditches cours-
ing through the flats
as prime targets. If
I'm not getting bites
quickly, I'll move to
another area. When
I hit the right com-
bination of location
with forage, the big
cats will be active”

Wimmer said if the
weather is windy,
anchor up on a wind-
swept point or flat, especially if it's near deep water. The wind
will pile the forage up on these shallow spots, and catfish will
move in for the feast.

Striper action will not be excellent in the upper end of Lake

Terry Madewell

Stripers begin moving this month into the upper
reaches of Lake Marion as they begin their annual
spawning run into tributary rivers.



Abig, saltwater herring can make multiple baits for catfish and striped
bass. Anadramous herring are a big part of the Santee Cooper lakes’
food chain, and the lakes are a big part of the herrings'life cycle.

Marion, a hot spot for big stripers this
month.

Andy Pack of Packs Landing said the
best bait is the migratory blueback her-
ring, fished either as live, whole baits or
as fresh cut bait.

“One pattern for big stripers on the
spawning run is to anchor in shallow
water, usually on river bends, and cast
bait in all depths,” Pack said. “During
early March, cut bait is often the most-
effective, but I'll always have a couple of
live baits out. I'll sit on a spot for up to an
hour, but if I'm getting bites, I'll stay put.
This is one of the best times of the year
to catch multiple, keeper-sized stripers.”

Pack (803-452-5514) said shellcracker
action can turn on late in the month — if
the water temperature cooperates — and
just before the full moon is a prime time
for bedding fish. This month, the full
moon is March 31.

Guide Kevin Davis out of Blacks Camp
on the Diversion Canal said slab crappies
are on the move at both lakes.

“This is the time for huge crappies, and
the action is great in water ranging from

www.CarolinaSportsman.com

very deep all the
way to the shallows
during; he said.
“For consistency, I
prefer deep cover
such as brush piles,
but crappies will
move to the shal-
lows to spawn.”’
Davis (843-
312-3080) said
he’ll fish shallow
cypress trees on
Lake Marion,
as well as logs,
stumps and other
woody cover in 3

to 5 feet of water. On Lake Moultrie, he
fishes the backs of pockets with 3 feet
of water, looking for a slightly deeper
depression ringed with trees, stumps
and other woody cover for spawning

crappie action.

Whether you're looking for largemouth
bass, catfish, stripers, shellcrackers or

Terry Madewell
SANTEE LAKES NEED BLUEBACKS
Scott Lamprecht, a fisheries biologist with the S.C. Department of Natural
Resources, said blueback herring and the Santee Cooper lakes are crucial to
one another. Bluebacks are an anadromous species, meaning they migrate to
freshwater o spawn and return fo the ocean to mature. It's an important part of
the Santee Cooper ecosystem, as migrating herring enter the lakes through the
Cooper River's Pinopolis Dam boat lock and the St. Stephen Dam fish lift on the
Santee River. SCONR recognizes the importance of the lakes to the blueback her-
ring population and the role that these ocean-run adults play in the resident fish
food chain, especially for stripers, bass and catfish. These fish and other migrating
species can be viewed during March and April at the St. Stephen Dam fish lif.

most-impresive specimens of the year.
Go fishing now! =

Terry Madewell of Ridgeway S.C, has
been an outdoors writer for more than
30years. He has a degree in wildlife and
fisheries management and has a long career
as a professional wildlife biologist/natural
resources manager.

crappie, March can offers the oppor-

tunity to hook some of the biggest and
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HEAD FOR THE
MOUNTAINS

Robert Satterwhite

TROUT IN THE
IDES OF MARCH

PART WINTER, PART SPRING, THE THIRD
MONTH OFFERS ANGLERS INTERESTING
OPPORTUNITIES IN MOUNTAIN STREAMS

arch can be a fickle
month. One day it’s, typi-
cal spring weather: warm
and sunny. The next day,
it’s typical winter weather: cold and
dreary. It just can’t seem to make up its
mind on whether to be spring or winter.

Fickleness aside, beginning around the
middle of March and continuing through
May, mountain streams start warming
up. Brown, rainbow, and brook trout
become active and hungry, and anglers
enjoy some of the best trout fishing of
the year.

Fisheries biologists with the Great
Smoky Mountains National Park, the
N.C. Wildlife Resources and the S.C.
Department of Natural Resources con-
cur that mountain trout streams are in
great condition, most with normal or full
flows, thanks to the frequent winter and
early spring precipitation.

Jack Tamborski, a guide for Tuckasegee
Fly Shop in Bryson City, N.C., said he’s
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caught some of his biggest trout in
March fishing on Deep Creek in the
Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
During a trip last March, Tamborski said
he was standing on a bridge that leads
to the campground in the lower section
of Deep Creek when he saw a flash in a
large pool below the bridge. He dropped
amop fly into the pool, and to his sur-
prise, caught a beautiful brown trout,

TECHNIQUE

Marc Hipp of Brookings Anglers in
Cashiers, N.C., a veteran guide, said when
the water is cold, trout are less likely
to be concentrated in one area, so it’s
important to cover a lot of water. Trout
are most active when stream tempera-
tures are between 52 and 60 degrees, but
even when they are lower, fish have to
eat. Sometimes, you just have to spoon-
feed them.

When using nymphs, Hipp said it’s
important to add enough weight to get a

Start your fishing trips this month
later in the day, after the sun has had
a chance to warm the waters of trout
streams and allow fish like this nice
brown become more active.

Jack Tamborski

fly down and bump it along the bottom
where the trout are more likely to hold.
Also, he said, use small, fluorocarbon tip-
pets, such as a 4X or 6X.

Hipp said the best time to fish is late
morning to late afternoon, after the sun
has had an opportunity to warm the water.

And, he said, don't be a fair-weather
fisher. “You can catch trout even when
it's overcast and drizzling rain”

FLIES

A variety of flies can be used during
March: dries, nymphs and streamers.
Best bets are Early Winter Stone, Black
Caddis, Blue-Winged Olive, Griffith’s
Gnat, Parachute Adams, Copper John,
Wooly Bugger variations, Squirmy
Wormy, Pheasant Tail (regular and soft
hackle), Hare’s Ear and Sculpzilla,

As for size, the best rule is to use larger
patterns such as Nos. 12s and 14s in early
spring, switching to smaller patterns as
the weather gets warmer.



Good trout flies to use in March: Sculpzilla,
Woolly Bugger (olive crystal), Woolly Bugger
(black with orange head), Black Caddis,
Copper Head, Blue-Winged Olive.

Streamers such as Woolly
Buggers and sculpin patterns
often are thought of as large
water flies, but Hipp said
streamers can be just as effec-
tive in small streams.

SPAWNING
RAINBOWS

Depending on the weather,
rainbow trout spawn between
the last of February and first
of April. When fishing for
spawning rainbows, use a
long leader (at least 12 feet),
cast to riffles above a pool
and allow the fly to float into
the pool. Let the fly drift until
it begins pulling in the cur-
rent, because rainbows often
will strike near or at the end
of a drift.

Egg patterns are especially
effective for catching post-
spawn rainbows. For a trout,
food is food, even if it is their
offspring.

Early spring is an ideal time
to get out on a stream. The
fish are hungry and active,
and only a few die-hard fish-
ers will be on the stream. =

Wesley Satterwhite

CLOSED
WATERS:

In North Caroling,
hatchery-supported
waters will be closed to
fishing during March,
reopening at 7 a.m.
on April 7. Cherokee
Enterprise Waters also
will be closed most of
March, opening the
lost Saturday of the
month.

Bob Satterwhite has been
writing about the outdoors,
particularly trout fishing,

for more than 25 years.
Anative of Morganton, N.C.,
he lives in Cullowhee, N.C,
close to the Tuckasegee River,
(aney Fork, Moses Creek,
and several other prime trout
streams.
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LOWA UPLANDER GTX BOOTS

Whether you're walking through open
fields pursuing birds, stomping through
thickets after rabbits or hiking in to your
turkey blind or deer stand, you need
footwear that won't let you down — no
matter what the conditions are.

You want a boot that's waterproof,
breathable, lightweight, comfortable,
briar-proof and thorn-shedding. Those
are all features that hunters long for in
a pair of boots, and they're all delivered
by the LOWA Uplander GTX. Originally
designed as a bird-hunting shoe, hunters

will find themselves lacing these up
when pursuing other game as well.

GORE-TEX lines the leather uppers of
these 2.64-pound pair of boots, and the
open hook eyelets allow for quick lacing.
The boot offers padded ankle support,
and the Vibram outsole makes quick
work of all types of terrain.

It feels like a sneaker but delivers in-the-
field performance only found in a high-
quality hunting boot.

More Info: www.lowaboots.com

BUBBA BLADE FISHING PLIERS

By Andy Crawford

Bubba Blade has long produced

top-quality filet knives, but now

it's also offering fishing pliers that

should be on any angler’s boat.
Bubba Blade’s Fishing Pliers are

snips braided line, one cutd hooks.
If the cutter becomes grooved, you
can unscrew the blades and replace
them to provide longer tool life.
The pliers'stainless steel jaws are

designed to offer maximum control,
strength and durability. They come
with the company’s patented no-slip
grip handle, just like its knives, so
you'll never have to worry about the

titanium-bonded for strength and
durability, and feature three sets of
crimpers that make quick work of
split shot and leader sleeves.

Bubba Blade Fishing Pliers come in

tools slipping out of your hand.
But even better are the new

super-tough tungsten cutters that
provide dual-cutting blades; one

a hard case and are outfitted with a
lanyard.
Retail: $54.95.

More Info: www.bubbablade.com

G. LOOMIS E6X INSHORE ROD SERIES

If you're looking for a new weapon of
choice to target redfish and speckled trout
this spring, the G. Loomis E6X Inshore Rod
Series fills the bill — and then some.

The E6X Series offers both performance
and value, and features a lineup of 11
spinning and five casting models with
either moderate fast, fast, extra fast or
magnum moderate fast actions.

All the rods feature G. Loomis'Multi-Taper
Technology, where designers focus on swing
weight — the proper rod balance needed to
fish 'tip up'or ‘tip down'techniques.
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“Proper balance lets anglers concentrate
on what is happening on the end of the
line, rather than the tip of the rod, said G.
Loomis'Bruce Holt."With the E6X series
and the G. Loomis Multi-Taper Technol-
ogy behind them, we can provide light,
sensitive, yet powerful rods for all types
of inshore saltwater techniques — what
anglers know and have come to expect
form G. Loomis — and all at a very com-
fortable price!

Rods range from $189 to $239, with

numerous technique-specific models
designed to tight-line live bait, fish soft
plastics, throw a popping cork, work a
topwater lure and even catch larger spe-
cies like tarpon, cobia, small groupers and
sharks.

They're available at Academy Sports and
Outdoors — check them out here: www.
academy.com/shop/pdp/g-loomis-e6x-
inshore-saltwater-casting-rod

New product submissions can be emailed to Mark Hilzim at markh@lasmag.com.



SCRAPBEOOK

g Warren

Hunter Hammill, 7, killed his first deer on Nov. 24, 2016, in Kyle Warren caught this 7-pound flounder in North Carolina’s
Cabarrus County, N.C. Shallotte River on a live finger mullet.

Meliah Wallace

Meliah Wallace, 4, from Kings Mountain, N.C., caught her first
fish, this pompano, from Oak Island Pier on July 9, 2016.

Keith Mullis of Summerville, S.C., killed this 8-point, 180-pound buck in Wee Tee State Forest on Oct. 15, with his .30-06.

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the
pages of the most widely read outdoor magazine in
the Tarheel State.Send clean, sharp shots of you with

your deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels, doves, etc. to
Bryan Budkner Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook,

Carolina Sportsman,

433 Hollinswood Ave.,

Winston-Salem, N.C. 27103

or to dank@carolinasportsman.com

Bryan Buckner of Saluda, N.C., caught this 17-inch white Larry Bailey of Mooresville, N.C., caught this 6-pound,

crappie at Lake Hartwell on April 18, 2017. 10-ounce bass on July 26, 2016 on Lake Norman. Buthang on to the negatives, because the photos

cannot be returned.
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Alan Darr caught this brook trout in October 2016 from the
Catawba River in North Carolina’s mountains.

Collin Linton, 6, from Kannapolis, N.C., caught this 22-inch red
in June 2016 fishing on the Hook-Up out of Hatteras.

Kevin Tinkler caught this bull red in October 2017 near Folly

WE WANT'EM

Send us your photos, and you may appear on the

pages of Carolina Sportsman magazine. Send clean, sharp
shots of you with your fish, deer, ducks, rabbits, squirrels,
doves, etc. to

Hunting/Fishing Scrapbook,

433 Hollinswood Ave.,
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27103

or to dank@carolinasportsman.com

Digital images must be at least 200KB and in jpeg format.
Print photos cannot be returned.

Hal Epperson

Hal Epperson killed this pretty 10-point buck on his father-in-

Beach, S.C. law’s farm near Dobson, N.C. on Nov. 22.
Jeffrey Stewart killed this big, Lancaster County, S.C., 8-pointer
on Oct. 25,2017.
pale Clark
Amy Anderson
Amy Anderson of Mt. Pleasant, S.C., caught these fine shrimp
deep-drop netting in Charleston Harbor last November. Dale Clark caught this 42-inch red on a trolling spoon and planer board out of Southport, N.C., in September 2016.
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Russell Goad

Russell Goad caught this 12-pound longnose gar on April 13, 2017, on a live herring in Lake
Moultrie. Son Brad netted the fish.

Kasey Downey Ronda Hoffman

Ronda Hoffman of Supply, N.C. caught this 46-inch bull red in the surf at Holden Beach, N.C.

Kasey Downey caught this bull red on Aug. 19, 2015, fishing near Oriental, N.C. The fish hit a
pice of cut mullet.

1y Comnl

Kemba Walker

Kemba Walker of the NBA' Charlotte Hornets caught this Jay Council of Winston-Salem, N.C., took this nice Tanner Lynk of Noah's Ark Charters shows off a pair of nice Cape
shark on a Sept. 2016 Charleston trip with guide Rob Bennett.  8-point buck on Nov. 28, 2017, in Forsyth County. Lookout Spanish mackerel caught last summer.
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Not an official document.
Refer to official fishing regs at
NCWRC and NCDMF websites.

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES Minimum Lengths  Creel Limit o peson)

Not an official document.
Refer to SCNDR?’s official
fishing regulations pamphlet
or www.dnr.sc.gov.

SALTWATER

STATE COASTAL WATERS REGULATIONS (0 - 3 miles)
FISH SPECIES Minimum Lengths  Creel Limit e person

Greater amberjack 28"FL 1/day Greater amberjack 28" FL 1/day
Blue marlin 99" LJFL 1/vessel/trip Blue marlin 99" LJFL 1/day
White marlin 66" LJFL 1/vessel/trip White marlin 66" LJFL 1/day
Sailfish 63" LJFL 1/day Sailfish 63" LJFL 1/day
Sharks % % Sharks % %
Cobia Closed Closed Cobia 33"FL 1/day
Bluefish 5 longer than 24" TL 15/day Bluefish None 15/day
Red drum (channel bass, puppy drum) 18" min., 27" max. 1/day Black drum 14" minimum
Black drum 14" min., 25" max. 10/day 27" maximum TL 5/day
Flounder 15"TL 4/day Redfish (red drum, channel bass) 15” minimum
Dolphin (mahi-mahi) none 10/day 23" maximum TL 3/day
Groupers (black and gag) 24"TL 1/day Flounder (state waters) 14"TL 10/day
Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth  20"TL 3/day Groupers (black and gag) Closed until May 1 Closed until May 1
Speckled hind/Warsaw Grouper closed closed Red, scamp, yellowfin, yellowmouth  Closed until May 1 Closed until May 1
Wahoo none 2/day Speckled hind/Warsaw grouper closed closed
Red porgy (akassilver snapper, pinky) 14"TL 3/day Red porgy (aka silver snapper, pinky) ~ 14”TL 3/day#
King mackerel 24"FL 3/day King mackerel 24"FL 3/day
Spanish mackerel 12"FL 15/day Spanish mackerel 12"FL 15/day
Sea bass (north of Hatteras) Closed Closed Sheepshead 14" 10/day (30 per boat)
Sea bass (south of Hatteras) 13"TL 7/day Spadefish None 20/day (agg. grouper)
Yellowfin/Bigeye tuna 27"CFL 3/day Black sea bass 13" 7/day
Bluefin tuna Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com) Dolphin 20"FL 10/day (60 per boat)
Spotted sea trout (speckled) Closed Closed until June 15 Yellowfin tuna 27" CFL 3/day
Weakfish (gray trout) 12"TL 1/day Bluefin/Bigeye tuna Contact NMFS (http://www.nmfspermits.com)
Snappers: 12"TL 10/day in Tarpon 77"FL 1/day
Gray (mangrove), yellowtail, queen, federal waters Spotted sea trout (speckled) 14" 10/day
cubera, dog, mahoghany, schoolmaster
Sheepshead 0 10/day Weakfish (gray trout) 12" 1/day
Red snapper closed closed Wahoo None 2/day
Mutton snapper 16" TL (federal waters) 10/day Gray, yellowtail, queen, cubera, dog,
Vermillion snapper 1270 5/day mahoghany, schoolmaster snapper 12"TL 10/day#
Striped bass A 28"TL or more (ocean waters) 1/day Red snapper closed closed
Hickory shad None 10/day Mutton snapper 16" TL (federal waters) ~ 10/day
- Vermillion snapper 12"TL 5/day
American shad closed closed

A see NCWRC/NCDMEF regs for inshore Management Area limits. % For shark regula-
tions, contact NMFS Highly Migratory Species, 888-872-8862, visit hmspermits.noaa.

FRESHWATER

FISH Species (inland waters) Minimum Size Limit Creel Limit (per doy)

% For shark seasons, bag and size limits, contact NMFS Highly Migratory Species
Division, 888-872-8862 or hmspermits.noaa.gov. # For grouper/snapper, check with the
SAFMC at www.safmc.net or 843-571-4366.

FISH Species (inland waters) Minimum Size Limit Creel Limit (per doy)

Crappie + None + None + Crappie/Panfish + None 30 bream (15 red
Largemouth, smallmouth, breast), 20 crappie
spotted bass + 14" (2-fish exception) 5 Largemouth, smallmouth, none largemouth

Channel catfish No restrictions None spotted, redeye, bass% 12" smallmouth 51g/sm/r, 15 spots
Blue/Flathead catfish No restrictions None Channel catfish No restrictions None

Striped bass, hybrid (Bodie) % 20" 4% Blue catfish No restrictions= None=

Sauger 15" 8 Flathead catfish No restrictions None

White bass None 25 Striped bass or hybrid bass Varies by location&% Varies by location&%
Walleye# None 8 Mountain Trout + 5

Muskellunge 42" 1 White bass None 10 (except Sav. River)
Kokanee salmon None 7 Walleye and sauger+ None 8

Red drum 18" min., 27" max. ! TL=Total Length; LJFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout

American and hickory shad None 10 (1 American shad)
Spotted sea trout Closed Closed until June 15
Flounder 15" 4/day@

TL=Total Length; LJIFL=Lower jaw to middle of fork in tail; FL=Fork Length (tip of snout to middle of
fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of body from tip of upper jaw
to fork of the tail)

+ See specific lake exceptions in NCWRC regulations digest or www.ncwildlife.org

% Striped bass creel limits and size minimums vary by lake. See NCWRC regulations digest or
www.ncwildlife.org.

# Lake James, minimum size is 15 inches. Lake Gaston, minimum size is 18 inches, creel limit 5.
@ Hook-and-line and flounder giggers restricted to 4 fish per day per trip, 15-inch size minimum.
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to middle of fork in tail); CFL=Curved Fork Length (measure of a line tracing contour of
body from tip of upper jaw to fork of the tail).

+ See specific lake and river exceptions in SCDNR'’s Regulations Digest

= In the Santee Cooper system, only two over 32 inches with daily possession limit
of 25 fish. In Congaree/Wateree rivers, no possession limit.

% For lake-specific regulations, see the SCDNR's Regulations Digest or visit
www.dnr.sc.gov.

& In Lake Russell and its tributaries, the daily creel limit is two fish, only one of which
may be more than 34 inches long.



Astro Tables is far more effective than“moon
tables,” because it takes into account critical
solar energies as well as lunar.

«The “Best Days” column is based on the
ever-changing positions of the sun and the
moon, rating each day on a scale of 0 to
100. The higher the number, the more solar/
lunar influence that day is experiencing (see
“Value” column or corresponding black bars).
«The two Primary periods (Moon Overhead
and Moon Underfoot) vary in length from
one hour to three-and-one-half hours,
depending on a number of important lunar
cycles, such as how close the moon is to the
earth that day and how high its orbit is. The
solar symbols alert you to when a Primary
period overlaps a major solar period (eg:
Dawn, High-Noon, and Dusk). The secondary
periods of Moonrise and Moonset last about
one hour each. ... 30 minutes before and
after the listed time. (See key at bottom of
each month for more detail.)

« Astro Tables is a quick-reference version
of its parent publication, the PrimeTimes
Wall Calendar, which is recommended

for those wishing more complete data on
the best days and times to go fishing and
hunting for the entire year (see “Available
Products”below).

- PrimeTimes’ forecasts are based on
solar/lunar research at a leading college of
astrophysics and our own research pond/
wildlife area. Annual data is supplied by

the U.S. Naval Observatory. All times are
adjusted to the center of your time zone and
for Daylight Saving Time.

AVAILABLE PRODUCTS:

The 2018 PrimeTimes Wall Calendar.
$12.95 (plus $4 s&h). Know the best days,
best times, and their relative strengths for
all of 2018 with this information-packed,
full-color, 11-inch by 17-inch, graphic peaks

-and-valleys forecaster. Includes rise and

set times for the sun and moon, space to

log your catches, “Timely Tips,” plus fish and
game symbols showing you each month’s
don’t-miss periods. Also includes exclusive
summary charts revealing the best and
worst days of 2018, the year’s best periods, a
look ahead at 2019, and more. Comes with
FREE 2018 Astro Tables pocket calendar,
which sells separately for $7.95, plus $3 s&h.
Book: “How to Know When to Go” by
Rick Taylor. $14.95 (plus $4 s&h). 100
pages, 43 illustrations. A comprehensive
look at the main factors influencing fish and
game activity periods, plus how to devise
an effective when-to-go game plan using
any year’s PrimeTimes calendars. Individual
assessments of bass, panfish, deer, turkey,
and more.

2018 Ultimate PrimeTimes software
for PCs. $29.95 (plus $3 s&h, or no s&h if
downloaded from web). The world’s best
forecaster allows you to fine-tune the peak
times to your exact location, quarry, and
even weather. Too many features to list here,
including making your own App. For more
details, please call us or visit our web site
(see below).

SPECIAL PACKAGE OFFERS:

#1: Wall Calendar, Astro Tables and “How
to Know...” book.... $19.95 (plus $5 s&h).
#2: Same as #1, plus Software...$46.95
(plus $6 s&h).

#3: Same as #2, minus book...$37.95
(plus $5 s&h).

Send to: PrimeTimes 2018 « Dept. LS «
2487 NW 75th Ave., Ste. 100 - Ankeny, IA
50023

For credit/debit card orders, call toll-free
866-809-5063.

For more information and samples of PrimeTimes products,
visit our web site: www.primetimes2.com

BEST DAYS

LUNAR PERIODS

TIMES OCCURRING AT NIGHT ARE SHADED (IR

PRIMARY

MOON

PRIMARY

MOON OVERHEAD

SET

MOON UNDERFOOT

AVERAGE

For more, visit
primetimes2.com

5:59 pm {11:19 pm - Midnight 6:33am J{ 10:43 am -1:39 pm & ) (O FuLL
[7:06 pm [ Midnight - 2:01 am W 7:14am ] 11:44 am - 2:26 pm & ) (O )
[8:10pm [ 12:19am-2:45am W 751am [ 12:44pm-3:10pm ) (O )
[9:13pm ][ 1:18 am - 3:26 am ) 8:26 am :43 pm - 3:51 pm
[10:13pmj 2:14 am - 4:06 am N ootam [ 2:39 pm - 4:31 pm
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( 4:01 am - 5:27 am Ji0:12aml 4:26 pm - 5:52 pm
[12:08am} 4:53 am - 6:09 am Hio51aml[ 5:18 pm - 6:34 pm O
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[1:55am [ 6:33 am - 7:39 am % J12:17 pml{ 6:58 pm - 8:04 pm

[344am [ 8:21 am - 9:27 am J2:05 pm ][ 8:46 pm - 9:52 pm

(4:30am J{ 9:08 am - 10:16 am N 2:56 pm J{ 9:33 pm - 10:41 pm

[5:13am J{ 9:54 am - 11:06 am N 3:49 pm 10:19 pm - 11:31 pm

[5:52 am J(10:36 am - 11:58 am N 4:45 pm {11:01 pm - 12:23 am

6:29 am 11:17 am - 12:49 pm 5:42 pm f{11:42 pm - Midnight

7:04am | 11:57 am - 1:43 pm {3 Ne:41pm J[ Midnight - 1:14 am

[7:38.am J[ 12:35 pm - 2:37 pm {3 J7:40 pm J{ 12:22 am - 2:08 am

(8:12am J[ 1:15 pm - 3:31 pm W s:41 pm [ 1:00 am - 3:02 am

(8:46am J[ 1:55 pm - 4:27 pm N 9:43pm [ 1:40 am - 3:56 am

9:22am J[ 2:36 pm - 5:26 pm 10:46 pm :20 am - 4:52 am

10:01 amj{ 3:22 pm - 6:24 pm 11:51 pm :01 am - 5:51 am

10:44 amfl 4:11 pm - 7:23 pm :47 am - 6:49 am

[11:32am}{ 5:04 pm - 8:24 pm & N12:55 am){ 4:36 am - 7:48 am

[12:26 pml{_ 6:01 pm - 9:23 pm & N 1:58am [ 5:29 am - 8:49 am #% ) (@ HALF )
1:26 pm J[ 7:01 pm - 10:21 pm 6:26 am - 9:48 am &%

2:29 pm J{ 8:03 pm - 11:15 pm 7:26 am - 10:46 am D Perigee
3:35 pm J{ 9:04 pm - 12:06 am N 443am J[ 8:28am - 11:40am ) (O
(4:42pm (10:04 pm - 12:54 am N 5:28amJ{ 9:29 am-12:31 pm ) (O

[5:48 pm J{11:04 pm - Midnight N 6:08am J{ 10:29 am -1:19 pm )

6:52 pm )| Midnight - 1:36 am N 6:46 am J{ 11:29 am - 2:01 pm £} )

: 12:02 am - 2:18 am :27 pm - 2:4: O FuLL

ANY LUNAR PERIOD IS ENHANCED WHEN IT OVERLAPS A KEY SOLAR PERIOD.
THE BEST OF THESE OVERLAPS ARE DESIGNATED BY THE SUN SYMBOLS:

7@, = DAWN

HIGH NOON @ = DUSK

WHILE THE LESSER MOONRISE AND -SET OVERLAPS (ABOUT 30 MIN. BEFORE
AND AFTER THE LISTED TIME) ARE DESIGNATED BY TYPE.

©- 7

« YAMAHA
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Order the Tide Guides for over zz:::
40 locations throughout North Carolina. 00ty
Call 1-800-538-4355 '
orgoon line
. . . . . .CarolinaSport: X
Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. The Sportsman HseEporEAn o
has made it simple to spot the most active feeding periods each
day in the TIDE GUIDE. To find the best time to fish your favorite i
honey hole, locate the spot under Tide Corrections that is closest 8
to the area and add or subtract the time from the corresponding <
daily prediction.
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Fish feed most actively when the tide is moving. The Sportsman
has made it simple to spot the most active feeding periods each
day in the TIDE GUIDE. To find the best time to fish your favorite
honey hole, locate the spot under Tide Corrections that is closest
to the area and add or subtract the time from the corresponding

daily prediction.

HIGH

Cherry Grove(inside).................. 0:24
Springmaid Pier Outer Coast ........... -0:07
Murrells Inlet Outer Coast ............. 0:12
Pawley's Island Outer Coast............ -0:10

North Inlet Outer Coast................ 0:03
Ent. (south jetty) Winyah Bay ......... -0:07
S.Is. FerryWinyahBay ................ 1:08

Georgetown Pee Dee RiverBr. ......... 1:55
Black River (south of dunbar) .......... 3:33
Sandy Island Thoroughfare Crk............ 2:51
N. Santee Brg. Outer Coast.............. 1:23
Brown Island S. Santee River............ 0:41
McClellanville Jeremy Creek. ............ 0:36
Dewees Inlet Outer Coast............... 0:07
Breach Inlet Outer Coast............... 0:05
Fort Sumter Charleston Harbor ......... 0:07
Gen. Dynamics Pier Cooper River ....... 1:50
Horlbeck Creek Cooper River ........... 0:52
Big Paradise Island Wando River......... 1:35
Wappoo Crk. Br. Ashley River........... 0:38
Folly Island Outer Coast ................ 0:01
Folly River (below bridge) ............. 0:29
Elliott Cut StonoRiver................. 1:04
Limehouse Bridge Outer Coast ......... 1:52
Rockville Bohicket Creek............... 0:28

Dawho Bridge North Edisto River ....... 1:05
Edisto Marina Big Bay Creek ........... 0:06
Willtown Bluff S. Edisto River .......... 1:45
Eddings Point Crk. St. Helena Sound. ... .0:29

Fields Point Combahee River........... 0:42
Highway Bridge Combahee River ....... 1:56
Summerhouse Point Bull River.......... 0:59
Fripp Inlet Bridge St. Helena Sound . ... -0:09
Broad Creek Port Royal Sound........... 0:36
Station Creek Port Royal Sound.......... 0:24
Trenchards Inlet Port Royal Sound ...... 0:15
Parris Island Beaufort River............. 0:37
Beaufort BeaufortRiver............... 1:07
Victoria Bluff Colleton River............. 1:01
Hilton Head Island Braddock Point...... 0:05
Bluffton May River ................... 0:52
Daufuskie Landing New River ........... 0:21
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Little River Inlet

Customhouse Warf

801t
40t
0oft

80ft
40t
0oft

12

19

80ft
401t
00ft

80ft
40t
0oft

12

10:38 pm

)
8H | 511am
8L |11:26am
3H | 519pm
7L [11:33pm

80t

19

1.0ft-
55t
00ft

441
11:02

1.0t
55t
00t

11.0ft
55t
00ft

11.0ft

I [
ONi66|36aNi66 36ANI6S
10L 201am -10L 251am  -10L
56H | 744am 56H | 831am 54H
9pm -07L 236pm -0.7L 320pm -07L
3pm  53H | &12pm 54H | 9:00pm 53H
9 12110
ON36d 360N sdldpdndgd
: 44H | I4am  42H | 207am  41H
4 04L 7:44am  06L 845am  07L
: 37H | 129pm 35H | 221pm 35H
7:00pm  05L 757pm  06L 9:02pm 07L
16 17 N
ON160 350N i6ANLGY
0L 209am  -0.1L 250am  -0.2L
47H 751am  48H 829am  49H
Opm 0.1L 229pm  -0.1L 3:07pm -02L
2pm  44H | 800pm 46H | 838pm 48H
23 24 Fa
N3¢ 360030 ldpdnNdsd
2 00L [1230am  49H | 1:32am  49H
4 43H 722am  02L 827am  03L
6:38pm -02L 11pm 42H | 214pm 42H
733pm  00L 838pm 0.1L
30 31 F
L U L
69N369Q 69N369Q 69N369Q
05L 157am  -06L 247am  -07L
53H 7:37am  53H 823am  53H
0pm -04L 226pm  -05L 3:09pm -05L
7pm 53H | 806pm 55H | 851pm 56H
M2 3
M o iy T M
dnisdliedanisd|dedniad
-12L 1:50am  -13L 240am  -12L
63H | 806am 63H | &52am 6.1H
m -09L 221pm  -09L 3:06pm -08L
m 58H | 832pm 59H | 920pm 59H
9 e 110
dNisd|3eaNisd|3sdNiss
51H | 1:220am  49H | 217am 48H
05L 741am  07L 838am  08L
45H 1:30pm  43H 226pm  42H
8pm  06L 742pm  08L 8:40pm  08L
16 17 N
[
ON36o 360030 ldpdndsd
0L 157am  01L 233am  -02L
54H 813am  55H 851am  55H
9pm  00L 218pm  -02L 256pm  -03L
0pm 51H | 820pm 53H | 858pm 55H
3 4
R O R e B U G Rl S
N369 69N369|360N369
00L [1237am  57H 1:39am  56H
49H | 716am  02L 820am 03L
m -0.2L 1:12pm  48H | 218pm 47H
727pm -0.1L 832pm 00L
30 31 Fm
O s T A A
N369 69N36Q 69N369Q
0.7L 1:44am  -08L 234am  -08L
60H | 7:56am  60H | 842am 59H
2pm  -05L 210pm -0.7L 255pm  -07L
Spm  59H | 825pm 61H | 911pm 62H
M 2 3
W I ] 0l I
N36d|igdN3ed 36dNI60
4am -13L | 205am -14L | 254am -13L
6am  72H | 815am 72H | 90lam 7.0H
6pm  -1.0L 233pm  -1.1L 317pm -1.0L
3pm  68H | 841pm 69H | 928pm 68H
9 @110
6ON36O [ 36dNIg0l3s0N3EY
1239am  58H | 1:31am 56H | 225am  55H
648am  08L | 744am 10L | 844am 1IL
1256pm  53H | 147pm 51H | 241pm S51H
Sipm 09L | 746pm 10L | 847pm 11L
16 17 M
soN3sd deaNigdlisdndea
:19am  03L | 203am 00L | 246am -02L
“45am  62H | 825am  63H | %02am 64H
Sipm  01L | 237pm -02L | 311pm -04L
7:54pm  6.1H 834pm 6.2H 911pm 65H
23 24 fe
6oN3sd | 36dNigdlisdnNdga
1201am  67H [1257am  66H | 1:58am  65H
626am  00L 721am  03L | 825am 05L
1232pm  58H | 131pm  S6H | 234pm S5H
6:45pm  -02L 741pm 0L 847pm  02L
30 31 m
T T Il m i I} Ty I
1sdNisdldsdNdsdldsdNdgd N3 g
X -0/ :04am  -0.7L 1:58am  -09L 248am  -09L
m  69H | &05am 70H | &52am 7.0H
m -06L 222pm -08L 3.07pm -08L
m 68H | 834pm 70H | %19pm 7.0H

March 2018 | Carolina Sportsman

91



TRACK DOWN SOME

The marshes around Georgetown,
S.C., are full of nice redfish in big
schools through the winter.

GEORGETOWN REDS

HUGE WINTER SCHOOLS WILL TAKE FLIES, SCENTED SOFT PLASTICS THROUGH MARCH

or most of the year, anglers
comb South Carolina’s creeks,
bays and shallow marshes for
redfish, aka spot-tail bass.

But winter situations — like fish
being in big schools — often make tar-
geting reds almost like shooting fish in a
barrel. March is the peak of the winter pat-
tern, with water temperatures on the rise
and feeding becoming a more normal,
daily experience.

The shallow marshes around Winyah Bay
near Georgetown, S.C,, are prime places
to hook feisty reds in the shallow back-
country on both low and high tides. That’s
where Jordan Pate of Carolina Guide Ser-
vice makes his living, knowing he needs
to pinpoint several schools and stay with
them from December to April.

“Our redfish gang up into large schools
back in the creeks when the water gets
cold,"said Pate (843-608-830).“Large
groups of reds gather up in these shallow
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areas to forage for small shrimp, crabs and
glass minnows”

Pate typically ventures deep into small
creeks off Winyah Bay, either near the
Mother Norton area or between North
Island, Debordieu and Hobcaw. These
expansive marshes provide excellent habitat
for redfish throughout the year and hold big
schools of reds during the winter.

Pate prefers finding find a depression
or a deeper section in the headwaters of
the marsh. These waters heat up some
during the winter and provide a refuge for
minnows, shrimp and often, big schools
of redfish.

“| like to find areas that have a large
watershed that drains into one, single
spot when the tide falls out. These pools
will hold large schools of bait and reds at
the same time," he said.

While the most-opportune time to find
congregated winter reds is at low tide,
these fish can become hard to catch after a

long winter of pressure, and Pate will start
fishing these areas on higher water, too.

“The reds will remain in large schools,
even on the high tide, and the water will
be clearer. When you find them, you can
usually get them to bite,"he said.

The big schools will stay together and
patrol the marshes as units, and they feel
much less pressure than when packed
into a hole at low tide with only few
escape routes available.

Most of Pate's winter anglers use his
custom-tied flies and a fly rod, but artificial
shrimp and small, scented soft plastics,
like Gulp! can also make these fish perk up
when a feeding opportunity arrives.

Pate expects March to continue to pro-
duce big smiles and doubled-over rods
until the spring thaw in the Georgetown
region, aka the “spring breakup,"when the
fish break into smaller groups and scat-
tered into neighboring creeks. =

— Jeff Burleson



Oyster beds are hangouts for winter reds in the
marshes along North Carolina’s central coast.

Jot Owens

FIND REDS ON OYSTERS

NC DRUM HAVE TASTE FOR PLASTIC, CUT SHRIMP

arch marks the first turn toward
spring fishing along the central
North Carolina coast as water

temperatures begin to warm.

After a huge cold-kill of speckled trout in
January, anglers such as guide Jot Owens
of Wrightsville Beach, N.C,, will target
March red drum around oyster beds.

"Il fish almost exclusively in estuary
creeks with oyster rocks on dark, mud
bottoms," said Owens (910-233-4139).“The
dark mud holds heat from sunshine and
attracts redfish, especially on bottoms
with grass near them. Also, any day that's
warmer than a previous day is gonna be
a better time to fish for creek reds. Some-
times, you might have to wait until the
afternoon and let the sun warm the water
and bottom a little to get reds active!

Redfish are bottom-feeders that look for
tiny, black mole crabs that live between
oyster shells and in crevices around oyster
rocks. Because the water is clear and vis-
ibility is excellent, it's a sight-fishing game
from the green flag.

"You might see pods with from five to 30
or more redfish,” said Owens, who favors
6Y>- to 7-foot medium-action rods mated
to 2500 to 3000 series reels spooled with
6-to 10-pound braid and 2 to 3 feet of
10-pound mono leader.

"Because the water is cool, you need to
put lures or baits near 'em, Owens said.
"When you see which way they're swim-
ming, you try to put a lure a few feet in
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front of reds!

Gin-clear water means red drum will be
spooky, so dropping a lure or bait on top
of them scatters fish.

The water temperature (50s and low
60s) also indicates little to no lure chasing,
which dictates lure sizes and small live-
bait rigs.

"My favorite lure is a 3-inch Gulp! shrimp
with Ye- to Js-ounce jigheads to reduce
splash when they hit the water,he said.”|
can cast real tight to fish and not spook ‘em’

Any color, as long as it contains some
white, will work.

“| use (solid) white, pearl/white or sugar
spice/glow, which is white with a few black
pepper flakes in its body,’ said Owens, who
also sometimes uses 5- and 6-inch Gulp!
jerk shads in pearl, chartreuse, pepper,
neon and new penny fished on light
jigheads.

“Sometimes, I'll crimp a split shot about
a foot above a Jie- or ¥s-ounce Gulp! so
it'll spiral down toward the bottom and
resembles an injured shrimp," Owens said.

If reds aren't interested in soft plastics,
he'll switch to pieces of fresh, peeled
shrimp on a No. 2 Lupton or octopus
hook 12 to 18 inches below a ¥s-ounce
split shot.

“Gotta be peeled, fresh shrimp, through,’
he said."They don't like old or frozen shrimp.
They'll often hit a shrimp piece that’s falling
toward the bottom, if all else fails!=

— Craig Holt

Tournament promoter Bo
Russell expects Badin Lake’s big
bass to bite this month.

Tony Garitta

BADIN TO
REBOUND?

COLDER, STAINED WATER SHOULD
TRIGGER LARGEMOUTH BASS

ast March, when unreasonably warm
weather drove the big-bass bite to

explode on North Carolina’s High

Rock and Tuckertown lakes, the trophy
bass at Badin Lake just downstream didn't
get the message. Few bruisers were
caught, which was shocking, because
Badin historically has been the best of the
Yadkin River lakes for giant bass.

Bo Russell of New London, N.C., who

continued on page 94 >
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Badin Bass continues>

conducts tournaments on 5,620-acre
Badin, thinks he knows why.

“Badin started off with muddy water,
then the lake cleared, and we had little
rain thereafter, he said.”It got gin-clear
and stayed that way. If there’s one thing
that will kill the bass bite at Badin, it's
ultra-clear water. Don't get me wrong;
plenty of 2- to 3-pound bass were caught,
but big fish were scarce’

Russell said with this year’s cold weather
and run-off from heavy snows, Badin
should have more stained waters this
month, and fishermen should catch more
line-stretching bass.

‘| don't fish the Circle Drive area or most
of Beaver Dam Creek because those
places usually have clear water,Russell
said.”l prefer the waters near the Alcoa
landing and the main-stream section of
Badin, which receives dirty water being
pumped in from Tuckertown. The current
also improves the fishing!”

Russell said the water temperature
should range from 50 to 65 degrees in
March. If it's around 50 degrees or a little
lower and the lake is fairly clear, he fishes
a jerkbait or a shaky head jig. If they are
higher than 50 degrees and the water has
some color to it, he ties on a crankbait or
a big spinnerbait. In either situation, he
targets secondary points in the creeks,
steep rocky banks and main-lake points in
8 to 25 feet of water.

When clear water forces fish deeper, Rus-
sell drags a Carolina rig.

“Near the end of March, the grass may
come into play, but in early March, the
grass is mostly dead," he said."The fish
don't seem to be on wood, either, so I'm
mainly fishing rocky places!

Russell mostly uses baitcasting gear,
spooling on 10-pound fluorocarbon for
crankbaits and 12- to 15-pound fluorocar-
bon for jigs and spinnerbaits. With small
jerkbaits, he switches to light spinning
tackle. Early in the morning or on a cloudy
day, he may briefly try a Whopper Plopper
for a topwater bite.

Given some stained water, Russell thinks
Badin will return to form this March.

He expects to see more five-fish, 20- to
26-pound bags weighed in at his tourna-
ments. =

— Tony Garitta
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Guide Wendell Wilson catches Lake

Russell crappie shallow and deep in
March, when fish are moving in and
out at different stages of the spawn.

RUSSELL SLABS
ON THE MOVE

CRAPPIE CAN BE DEEP, SHALLOW ON SAME DAY

the best month to fish for crappie on
South Carolina’s Lake Russell, according
to guide Wendell Wilson of Elberton, Ga.
“Crappie spawn sometime in March —
some times early in the month, some
times later in the month. The last couple
of years, it's been the last week in March,’

I f catching slabs is your thing, March is

Wilson said.“There will be some fish on
the bank spawning and some always off-
shore at the same time!’

Before the spawn, crappie will stage just
offshore, and once spawning begins, fish
will hold offshore, waiting on the earlier
spawners to move out before they move
in, he explained. That sets up the perfect

continued on page 96 >
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Russell Slabs continues>

opportunity for fishermen,
providing plenty of action
on the bank and plenty away
from the bank, but nearby.

“There are a couple different
methods to catch them, said
Wilson (706-283-3336)."One
of the most-popular is trolling
Yis-ounce curlytail jigs out in
10 to 15 feet of water along
the creek channel. Another
way that we like to fish once
the fish commit to the bankis
to use a 12-foot jig pole with
a medium minnow and float
and just dabble it around the
brush near the bank”

Trolling, Wilson said, works
along the channels back in the
creeks. Trolling speed should
be about T mph, but before
the fish start to spawn, anglers
should troll deeper and slower.

“That speed will work the
entire month of March,"he
said.“The preferred jig color
seem to change every year,
but purple shiner and black/
chartreuse are always good,
along with the green/yellow,
John Deere jig!”

The jigging pole is rigged
with 10-to 12-pound line, a
No. 2 gold hook and a small
Styrofoam bobber.

“Set the minnow from 10
inches to about 2 feet below
the bobber and then just
dabble it around any kind of
wood cover along the bank
— stumps, laydown trees and
bushes. You should be fishing
right up against the bankin 2
to 4 feet of water”Wilson said.

“Both tactics will work most
of the month of March. Gener-
ally, trolling is better for num-
bers, while the jig pole and
minnow will catch fewer but
more quality fish. On Russell
you are usually looking at 12-
to 14-inch fish, which will be 1
to 1% pounds, but occasion-
ally you can get one topping 2
pounds. =

—~Pat Robertson
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WAHOO HAVE
BLUEWATER COVERED

WINYAH SCARP, GEORGETOWN HOLE SHOULD HOLD
PLENTY OF “HOOS THROUGHOUT MARCH

pring will finally arrive
this month, and it will
be a great time to plan

a bluewater trip for wahoo,
a top-of-the-food-chain

opponent and a premiere tar-
get for offshore anglers.

Even though the warm, Gulf
Stream current rarely runs
cooler than 70 degrees, more

Big wahoo are a common
bluewater catch late in the
winter and early in the spring
in bluewater areas of South
Carolina’s northern coastline.

baitfish arrive in spring, making
wahoo lick their chops. Anglers
can expect a tripleheader

of dolphin, wahoo and tuna
this time of year, but the big,



toothy wahoo are still take the top prize.

Luckily for offshore anglers, heading to
a likely spot two hours away from the
sight of land can be productive from any
port off the South Carolina coast. But the
Winyah Scarp is a monster-sized wahoo
magnet and is best accessed from the
ports along South Carolina’s northern
coastline, where Jay Sconyers of Ace’s Up
Fishing Charters calls home.

Sconyers will fish a variety of places
offshore for wahoo, but the Winyah Scarp
and the Georgetown Hole are his favorites
because of the consistent water tempera-
ture and the abundant bottom structure.

“They can be in places as shallow as 120
feet, but we catch them regularly in 600-
to 800-foot water, and the break is the
best where the structure is located," said
Sconyers (843-997-3270)."The Scarp and
the Georgetown Hole are full of structure
and hold more wahoo!

Anglers can catch wahoo a variety of
different ways, but the most-common
method is pulling cedar plugs or rigged
ballyhoo at relatively slow speeds. When

using this method, a wide selection of fish
will show up on the end of the line, from
dolphin and tuna to king mackerel, bonito
and the occasional billfish.

But when Sconyers is after jumbo
wahoo, he will utilize a completely differ-
ent, but solid, tactic.

“High-speed trolling is the best way to
catch a big wahoo — and usually several
of them," said Sconyers, who will run three
rods rigged with 20-, 48-, and 64-ounce
trolling weights and a skirted, rocket-
head style lure trailing behind. Trolling
at 14 knots, he is able to cover twice the
amount of water compared to the typical,
slower trolling methods. If the wahoo are
concentrated on one end of the Scarp,
Sconyers'high-speed trolling method will
get him to the fish fast.

"We can cover more ground and find the
fish faster this way. | can troll up and down
the 10 miles of Scarp twice as fast as we
normally would,” he said.

While some wahoo are considered
solitary, wahoo will congregate in small
groups when food is concentrated in a

particular area. Sconyers will turn and troll
back through a particular area along the
Scarp after he boats a fish or two.

In addition to covering water, high-
speed trolling eliminates many of the
other species that typically hit his baits.

“When a rod goes off, it's going to be a
wahoo 99 percent of the time. Out of the
hundreds of wahoo we have caught this
way, we have hung one king mackerel
and one marlin. High-speed trolling takes
all of the other fish, like kings and barracu-
das, out of the game,"he said.

Filled with a mouthful of razor-sharp
teeth and built for pure speed and force,
wahoo carry a big stick that qualifies
anglers to take their techniques to the
next level. And high speed trolling is the
surefire way to fill the box during the
spring season at the Winyah Scarp. =

— Jeff Burleson

Fontana Smallmouth up next >
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PRESPAWN SMALLMOUTH
STARTING TO STIR AT
FONTANA LAKE

he signs are out that fishing is
about to pick up on Fontana Lake
in North Carolina’s extreme south-
western corner.

“Some early tree buds are starting to
swell, days are longer and milder, and fish
are getting real antsy to do their thing,"said
guide James McManus of 153 Charters.

Smallmouth bass will start relating to
the banks this month, looking for suitable
spawning areas, so there's no need to
bounce jigs or spoons in 80 feet of water.

McManus (828-421-8125) said smallies
will be cruising gravel and chunk-rock
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banks with a little clay mixed in.

“We found the biggest smallmouth of
the year starting early in the month on
warming, gravel banks on the northern
shorelines,’said McManus, who throws
small Rapala suspending jerkbaits right at

the bank, giving the baits an erratic twitch.

If the fish don't respond, he switches to
small Zoom Flukes with ¥%-ounce jigheads
to fish slightly deeper.

According to McManus, areas on the
Tuckasegee River arm between Noland
and Forney creeks hold plenty of smallies.

The biggest problem for fishermen

Guide James McManus targets small-
mouth bass on gravel and chunk-rock
banks this month on Fontana Lake.

153 Charters

targeting smallmouths may be keeping
spotted bass off their hooks.

"There are tons of spotted bass in
the lake, and there is no way to target
smallmouth exclusively, because the two
species use the same habitat, McManus
said. "However, the lower end of the lake
still holds a higher percentage of smallies.
Areas around Hazel Creek and main-lake,
rocky banks give fishermen a better
chance of hooking a smallmouth”

As a bonus, fishermen might catch
walleye, which live this month in the same
places as smallies and hit the same baits.

“If you want to sweeten the pot a little
and target walleye, change over to a jig
and night crawler and concentrate more
on clay banks than rock banks,” he said.
“Throw your crawler right to the bank and
walk it down the face perpendicular to
the shoreline. Work your bait slowly, and
when a slight tug is felt, let the fish run
with the bait before setting the hook!

Artificial lure options for walleye include a
small Shad Rap or Flicker Shad. McManus
said generate more strikes than jerkbaits. =

— Tony Garitta

TRY SALUDA
FOR SURPRISE
RAINBOWS

STOCKED TROUTIN MIDLANDS RIVER
ARE READY FOR MARCH LURES

he lower Saluda River, which
begins just below Lake Murray
Dam outside of Columbia, S.C,
is stocked with rainbow trout,
and because the water in the river comes
off the lake’s bottom and stays cold, they
don't die during the summer.
This puts them within reach of many



Regan Norris caught this beautiful
rainbow trout in the waters of
South Carolina’s Lower Saluda River.

anglers who otherwise wouldn't does it. Once my canoe is lodged in
think of casting a lure for these fish, some rocks, I cast one of my spin-
and March is a great month for it. ners behind me. | get that one close
Garreth Duggar of Orangeburg, to the downriver side of a big rock,
S.C., makes several treks to the lower  and | find the line of current that will
Saluda this time of year. He enjoys keep that spinner in one spot, just

the simplicity of fishing here, as well  below the surface, with the blade
as the short driving distance it takes  spinning. Then, | set that rod in a rod

to catch fish for which he used to holder, and I fish with my other rod

travel to the mountains of Oconee like normal. You'd be surprised how

County. many fish that lure will catch that
Around 2000, Duggar discovered way, he said. =

he was driving right past rainbow — Brian Cope

Regan Norris

trout on his way to the mountains
every March.

"I actually like fishing the lower
Saluda much better. Upin
Oconee County, a lot of it
is hiking and fishing off the
banks, but the lower Saluda
is better suited for a canoe,
and that's my favorite fishing,’
he said."| take two ultralight
spinning rods with 6-pound
line. | put in at the canoe
launch at Saluda Shoals Park,
and | paddle upriver until
| come to the set of shoals
that stretches across the river.
The trout are all around those
rocks!

Duggar keeps a No. 4
Mepps Aglia-e spinner
tied onto each rod, and
he probes every nook and

cranny of those rocks for > @@ i
trout. ﬁd'p

“The Aglia-e has a spinner

blade, and the body is made F .
up of little colored beads that %m Z‘“
look like fish eggs. It's also S
similar to the pellets these SHIMANO 722/\\*//.
fish are fed when they're in
the hatchery. So it looks like
food to them all the way
around;" he said.
Duggar first fishes at the
bottom of that set of shoals,
covering the eddies behind
bigger rocks and also the
areas with fast current. He
usually catches a few fish

here, then paddles his way f=AROLINA

up into the rocks, lodging .SKIFE, @YAMAHA

himself against them to hold

his canoe in one spot. 1 r . To'jﬁ,',';as,!,{ $ SUZUKI
“This is my secret, and | L__MARINE |

don't know anyone else that

Reds up next >
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March redfish will be in deep
holes in the marshes west
of Shallotte Inlet, normally

feeding around oyster rocks.

SOUTHERN

NC REDS

BEGIN THEIR SPRING

FEED THIS MONTH

he coastal marshes of southern
Brunswick County are the south-
ernmost saltwater areas in North
Carolina and are often home to
the first hearty bite to fire up when the
water starts warming in the spring.
During warm winters, the action might
continue all winter, but it surges to another
level when the water begins to warmin
March. A cold snap might put them off
their feed for a few days, but they don't
leave, and when the water warms again,
they often fire back off on a serious feed.
Most years, spring begins trying to break
winter’s grip by late February, and the
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water has already warmed at least a few
degrees by early March. Drum — both red
and black — are typically the first fish to
respond to this warming. Some speckled
trout may be biting, too, but their num-
bers were reduced by several cold stun/
kill events in January, and all trout caught
must be released until the season reopens
June 15.

Red drum will be staging in deeper holes
in the marsh, in and around creek mouths,
or they may be working the shallow flats
scattered across the marsh between
Shallotte and Little River inlets. Food is
the key to finding feeding drum; they will

be where they
can grub crabs,
shrimp and min-
nows from around
oyster rocks that
grow freely in

the marshes and
creeks, plus along
the Intracoastal
Waterway.

Most area guides
agree red drum
feed the heaviest
when the tide first
begins falling but
also acknowledge
that drum push
up into the marsh
to feed as the tide
rises. Drum are
usually hungry
and will check out
most baits or lures.
Some days, they
are picky, but even
then they'll hita
few lures and cut
baits. They also
don't appear as
wary as at other
times of the year.

Guide Mark Stacy
of Ocean Isle
Fishing Charters
(www.oceanisle-

fishingcharters.com) offered a couple of
tips. He said fishermen using artificial baits
should slow their retrieves. Fish are begin-
ning to feed regularly, but they aren't
aggressive yet. Some days, smaller lures
are the key to getting bites. On certain
days, using scented lures or adding scent
to your lures, will convince a few more fish
to bite.

Stacy said pieces of natural bait work
well as the water warms. Pieces of men-
haden, mullet and shrimp might be the
final piece of the puzzle to convince fish
to bite.

— Jerry Dilsaver



NEARSHORE REEFS OUT OF CHARLESTON
FILL UP WITH SHEEPSHEAD IN MARCH

heepshead are biting in March around many of the

reefs off the coast of Charleston, S.C, including the 4K,

Charleston 60 and Edisto 40. If they've got 25 to 60 feet

of water on top of them, they are prime sheepshead
holes this time of year.

Guide Ben Powers of Reel Time Charters said fighting through
black sea bass is always a problem at these reefs, but he said it's
worth it to weed through them to get to the sheepshead.

“Some guys will spend 30 minutes on a reef and get tired of
catching black sea bass, so they make a run to another reef, then
do the same thing,"he said.“The trick is to stay put, and after
you've worked through the black sea bass for a while, you'll start
getting into the sheepshead. Otherwise, you're wasting time
running to a new spot, then spending half an hour on another
batch of black sea bass. Just stay put, be patient, and you'll start
catching sheepshead”

While many anglers use a common Carolina rig for sheepshead,
Powers (843-475-9660) opts for something different, and he said
his method allows him to feel the bite better because of the
location of the weight, the hook and the absence of a swivel to
attach his mainline to leader.

On the end of his leader, Powers places an egg sinker. About
12 inches above that weight, he uses a dropper loop to tie on a
2/0 Owner Mosquito hook. Powers allows the weight to hit the
structure, then reels up one or two reel cranks.

" like to set the hook myself when fishing for sheepshead, and
that's why | prefer the Mosquito hook over a circle hook. And |
tie my main line, which is PowerPro braid, to my 20- to 30-pound
fluorocarbon leader with a line-to-line knot instead of a swivel. All
of that allows me to feel the bite better, because there is nothing
between me and the hook besides line," he said.

The size of his egg sinker varies depending on how hard the
current is running, but it is usually between 1 and 3 ounces.

Powers said his most critical piece of gear when fishing this way
is his Minn Kota iPilot trolling motor, which allows him to hold
steady in one place with the Spot-Lock feature. This allows him to
make slight adjustments much more quickly and easily than pull-
ing in an anchor and resetting it every time he decides to move.

Fiddler crabs, sand fleas, live shrimp, and clams are all good baits
to have on hand. = — Brian Cope

Shad run up next >
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HWY. 70E, GOLDSBORO e 919-751-1199

Find us off Hwy. 70 Bypass at Exit # 369 from Raleigh/Exit #370 from Kinston!

WHERE GREAT SERVICE GOES
ALONG WITH THE SALE!

FINANCING @ GREAT RATES AVAILABLE!

SEE US AT
THE DIXIE DEER CLASSIC
MARCH 2ND-4TH

B20CCR - w/115hp & alum trailer

Lots of
Hull Colors
In Stock!

As Low As

5205/mo’

DX20HP - w/115hp 4-stroke and alum trir.

Starting at

5226/mo’

DX22HP - w/115hp & alum trailer

CUSTOM ELECTRONICS & TROLLING MOTOR INSTALLATION!

*with approved credit

We Sell & Install / Powered By
POWER-POLE™ YAMAHA

NEW STORE HOURS: 8:00-5:00 MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT
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Hickory shad — like this one the
author caught — fill the Roanoke
River and its tributaries this month.

ANNUAL SHAD RUN
SPARKLES IN RIVER

HICKORY SHAD POUR INTO ROAONKE THIS MONTH

or anglers in the know, fishing the
F March shad run offers one of the

first opportunities since the deep
freeze of winter to catch a pile of fish.
The Roanoke River will be brimming with
hickory shad, and guide Mitchell Blake of
Chocowinity, N.C,, will be there.
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Dusty Wilson

current and concentrate the fish.

“I've caught them in as little as
4 feet of water and as deep as 25
feet"said Blake (252-495-1803),
who runs FishIBX Charters. “Water
depth doesn't matter as much as
the current, but the water levels
will have a lot to do with where
the fish are on any stretch of
the river. In a low-water year like
last year — and that looks to be
the way we're shaping up this
year — it concentrates those fish
in the main river body. But if we
get enough rain, the water could
be running over the banks. That
will put them in the edge of the
woods and in the little gullies and
ditches that run out of them!

On the water, Blake keeps his eyes
peeled for current breaks, any struc-
ture that diverts the current flow for
the fish to congregate behind and
around. Treetops, rocks, points off
the bank or areas where a stream
or drain from swamps connect to
the river are all prime real estate. In
these places, Blake prefers to anchor
up and work them over with flies
and shad rigs.

“| like to present the lure or fly
where it swings in the current,’
said Blake. “For flies, | mostly use
a 200-grain sinking fly line with a
4-foot leader of 8- to 10-pound
monofilament. I've seen lot of
fish caught on a fly rod, because
you can use materials for a fly
that create such fine movement
and a shad will fire on'it. I'l use a
1Va-inch Clouser-type fly with a
tiny, weighted eye. Pink/white and
green/white did really well last
year!

The tandem shad rig used on
light spinning tackle can be pur-
chased pre-tied or tied easily by
hand. Most rigs lead with a - to
Yie-ounce crappie jig and a 2-inch

Although Weldon, N.C,, is the terminus curlytail grub tied to a dropper loop

for spawning shad on the Roanoke as followed by a 1V5-inch, ¥-ounce gold
they make their way from the ocean — or silver spoon tied a foot to 18 inches
and considered one of the hottest spots behind. =

— Blake said that phenomenal fishing can
stretch as far downriver as Jamesville. All
it takes is enough water flow to create a

— Dusty Wilson

Murray Stripers up next >
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The author (left) caught this nice Lake Murray
striper fishing with guide Brad Taylor.

MURRAY
STRIPERS
BEGIN
10 STIR

LOOK FOR SPRING FISH ON FLATS
INANY CREEK, GUIDE SAYS

Pat Robertson

Custom Built Quality
Outdoor BBQ Products Since 1989

Pig Cookers, Patio Grills,
Smokers
Customized BBQ Trailers

For More Info 1-252-236-4464

www.BQGRILLS.com
6043 Hwy 301N, Elm City, NC
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ith winter's chill finally being to be replaced by
WWarmer weather, March is a strong month for striped
bass on Lake Murray, according to guide Brad Taylor.

“There will be fish showing up in every creek around the entire
lake in March, Taylor said. “Typically that time of year, they are
starting to get up on the shallower flats in the creeks!

It is, he said, probably the best time of year to catch a big striper
in Lake Murray.

“Most are caught on gizzard shad on free-lines, but there are a
lot of ways to catch stripers in March. Some really big fish can be
caught on cut bait around Buffalo Creek, Rocky Creek and the
elbow bend right along the edge of the river”

Taylor (803-331-1354) said the bite on cut bait occurs mostly
above Dreher Island, adjacent to the river channel in 20 feet of
water, along little flats and ridges that run out into the channel.

While the winter school fishing is starting to fade with the
warmer water temperatures, and anglers don't find chasing
seagulls as productive, the gulls and loons that helped target
those schools are still active and can help locate bait, he said.

“This time of year, | pull planer boards and free-lines and fish the
biggest blueback herring I can find, said Taylor who focuses on
20- to 30-foot flats adjacent to the river channel and creek chan-
nels in the mid-section of the lake.”l normally have eight lines
out, six with planer boards, a free-line and one with a cork out in
the middle. I also will run a big gizzard shad on one of the lines
just for the opportunity to
catch a really big striper”

A typical catch in March, he
said, will be an average of 5t0 6
pounds per fish, but if luck pro-
vides a big striper, that one fish
could run well over 20 pounds.

“The good thing about
striper fishing this time of year
is that normally when you
catch one you catch a bunch.
They are grouped up, and
when you hit them, multiple
hookups are very common;:
Taylor said.

Striper fishing is improving on
Murray, he said, as the popula-
tion has made a long recovery
since it crashed in 2006.

“They drew the lake down
back then to work on the dam
and then they dumped poison
in to kill the hydrilla and we
lost the bulk of the stripers
that fall, Taylor said.“But the
fish are on a comeback, and
in the past couple of years,
20-pound fish have become
more common.’s

— Pat Robertson
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Maynard Edwards
336-249-6782

fishguide @triad.rr.com
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Capt. Ron McPherson ¢ Atlantic Beach, NC

25’ Parker CC w/225hp 4-Stroke Yamaha

olie[; go 35/1[;1g

1/4 Day (2.5 hrs) ® Tours e Ponies, Birds, Dolphins, etc.
1/2 day (5 hrs) ® Sound, Near Shore
3/4 day (7 hrs) ® Sound, Near Shore, Up to 8 miles out
Full Day (9 hrs) ® Sound, Near Shore, Up to 8 miles out
This includes tackle, bait, ice,
and fishing license. Party size is 1 - 6.
Ladies & children are welcome. Call for prices.

mcp221ab@earthlink.net
www.highlanderchartersinc.com

252-723-8616

DOWN EAST
GUIDE SERVICE

1907 Paulette Rd.
Morehead City, NC 28557

info@downeastguideservice.com
www.downeastguideservice.com

Your Costa Rica Connection

42’ Maverick, the Dragin Fly

Not just fishing trips, also honeymoons,
family and surf trips available. Packages
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options, all ground transportation, guides,
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Also Costa Rica Tarpon

Argentina Duck and Dove Hunting
North Carolina Inshore/Offshore

252-671-3474

PLANTATION
803-883-8747
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ATLANTIC BEACH YOU can go on nature tours, No Trophy Wild Boar
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self guided paddle trips. Doves NIGHT Hog: March 1 - July 1
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ROANOKE ano NEUSE (D;S‘I,[\QE EéFS{-\I}ICE SC Wild Boar: Year’ round Season
RlVER STRIPERS SC Turkey: April 1 - May 1

Dear/Boar or Turkey/Boar Combos

Located on the border in beautiful
Chesterfield County SC, one hour from Charlotte, NC.
Comfortable lodging including satellite TV,
pool table, bass ponds, rifle & 3-D archery range.

(704) 301-7950

eatsleephunt.com
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Prefer 15' — 24' and 2000 Model Year or Newer
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March 2 - 4 Savannah International Trade
2018 and Convention Center

OFFER VALID FROM JANUARY 1, 2018 - MARCH 31, 2018
FOR A LIMITED TIME, PURCHASE A NEW, SELECT ELIGIBLE
YAMAHA 2.5 HP - 300 HP YAMAHA OUTBOARD AND CHOOSE EITHER:

n%@w 2018’S IN STOCK! o

Everglades
by Ousghersy
206G 213
A D KEY WEST
GARMIN
FREE
GARMIN
GPS/Sonar
Combo Unit
With Your Boat Show
Purchase* 2'39FS
236CC 2950 C ) wortd car

TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU

70 Sea Island Pkwy 3590 Savannah Hwy
Beaufort Charleston
843-522-9461 (corner of Savannah Hwy & Main Rd)

843.576.2233
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